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PREFACE. 

I v \Sn IS of more Importance 

i 2l\ that a Book be worth 

j reading, than to knom ly whom 

r it is writ, there would have 

f been no Neceffity of acquainting 

^ the Public, that fame of the 

I f'^ft of the following Letters 

I faffed m Correlpondence, if the 

\ , lamented Death of the worthy 

Man who wrote them, had not 

prevented his profecutingaPlan^ 

which the Reader without fucb 

\ Notice might bejuftlyfurpriT^d 

pfifd abruptly relinquijhed, 
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iv PREFACE. 

the Additions to tie fe-, 
venth and eighth, and all the 
reft, were written by the Author 
of the Enquiry intfj the Life 
and Writings of HojviER. they 
tqke, it is true, a quite different 
Road; yet all tend to one and 
the. fame End of promoting 
Learning and Firttie, and dor^ 
ing Jujiice to the fi^ft Injirt^c- 
tors of M£i^. 
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to 


Sir 


EVERARD FaWKENER. 
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JU T is it poffihle the Hurry 
of a Court, and the Duty of 
tf two fuch Places, fhmld have you a 
Moment's Leifure to beflmo upon Lite- 
rature — ? If they do, may this come to 
your Hands at the lucky Hour, nnhen, 
difengaged and eafy, you can afford ta 
liflen to the old Story I am juft going 
to tell you. ' That Fable was the firft 
' Form in which Religion, Law, and 
' Philoibph;' (united originally) ap- 
• peared in the ff^orld; that the an- 
' cient Fables, as we now read andun- 
A 3 derfland 
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Part of a Letter td 

' derpand them, convey mfucb iCnoW^ 

* ledge : that confequently they are not 

* underftood: that therefore learned 
' Men have had Reeourfe to feveral 

* ingeniouj but clajhing Schemes to ex'^ 
' flain them ; Ixhilefome will have all 
' the Gods of Antiquity to he deified 
' Heroes;y«»»«,^ofejewi(li Patriarchs; 
' others, to iethefr^ Egyi^tiaa Kings 'j 
' others, to ie emhlematical Figures, 

* lih Sign-Pofls, in the fame Country ; 

* and a late nvell-meaHing Writer has 
' even difcovered them to he Types of 
' our modem Divinity^ 

To decypher then thefe obfcure Re- 
mains, and trace this lofl Stream of 
ancient Wifdom to its real Source, is 
the Aim of the following Letters. 
Sofne of them having been writ to a 
young Gentleman of great Parts, but 
in a wrong Purfuit of Happinefs, has 
fpread an Air of Pleafantry thro' the 
Whole ; which I am apt to think will 

be 
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S/rEvERAkb PAwkENfift. 
be no Difachaniage. the tmhaiurat 
Separation of teaiimg from Life^ has 
done infinite Harm to both. "Puert 
indeed pity a Treatife Jhould be left 
infirttStive that it fmile ; or left enter' 
taining that it lay open ancient Wif- 
dom, canvafi folemn Rites, and exploi-t 
the Recedes of the myfiefiom East. 
, Several familiar humorous Terms haVi 
efcafed in the Revifal of thefirfi fix 
Letters, inhich tho very pardonable in 
private Correfpondence, •mill yet require 
fome Grains of Allowance from the 
Public : Nor ought we to hfe Sight of 
the original Defign of thefe Lettersf 
which is, ' To explain the religious 
' Opinions of the Ancients, and 
' their confequent Prafiiee:' If that 
be accomplifbed, no matter itihether 
thefe Opinions were true, orfuch as a 
purer Religion, and improved Science 
have fineefhewn us to be without Foun- 
dation. The Fible, for Inflance, of 
the Death of Adonis, proceeds upon a 
A 4 Miftale ; 



nyN,-r^h,G00^le 



Part of a Letter, ^f. 

Miflah ; that of the Birth of SatokS 
upon Truth : Andfo Mm of y out Can- 
dour mil judge of the reft. 

From fiich, the Difficulty of this 
Attempt •will procure an eafy Pardon 
of Errors fcarcely to be avoided in 
fo various and abfirufe a Refearch: 
And both the Difficulty and Dignity of 
fuch a SubjeS as the firfi Religion 
and Philosophy of the Lords and 
Lawgivers of the World, will he my 
hefl Apology for malting this Work 
a Proof of my Difcernment in Men, 
while Ifublijb the particular AffeBion, 
and unfeigned Attachment taken /» 
Sir EvEKARD Fawkenek, by 



It's author. 
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LETTER FIRST. 

?*" ■'■^TS ftrangc, my Friend ! *tis wondVous^^'** 
I ftrange ! — ^Whence this new Curiofi- ^'"''^ 
JL ty ? New indeed to you ; to enquire 
about andent Opinions ; or about modern Books 
that entertain us with fuch obfolete Stuff. Are 
you really become a Convert? Have you re- 
nounced the State of Infidelity in which you for- 
merly lived, and begin to believe, fincercly be- 
lieve in the Knowledge and Capacity of the Ages 
long preceeding our own ? Not a great wliile, 
fince you wou'd hardly allow' the credulous An- 
cients a moderate Share of Common Senfc ; or 
if they had been forced into any Acquaintance 
with the Arte of Life, you ftill prefumed that 
all the World agreed widi a great Prelate ■", in 
A 2 thinking 

■ Dti fabUi pills ridicules qut CfUts que Pan come aux Enfant, 
Ota fait la ReUgian Jcs Pajfm. M. Bcffuct Oik. fur I'Hill. U- 



Letters concerning Mythology. 
. thinking their Fables ridiculous, beyond the Fol- 
"'ly of Children; and laughed at me, you may re- 
member, ibmewhat immoderately, for taking it 
into my head, Tbatfome of them bad a Mean- 
ing. 

M A Y I now laugh a little in my Turn f Are 
you indeed come to think that their Authors 
were Men ? Juft fuch Men as You or I ? That, 
you will fay, I never doubted : Perhaps not ; 
but only of its Confequences : An Ancient might 
have the feme human Figure, and walk about 
upon two Legs as We do : But that they had 
the fame Underftanding, the lame Views in Life, 
and purfued them after the lame Manner, that 
was a hard Saying: And ftill a harder, That it 
wou'd have been as difficult to have perfuaded 
a Gentleman in Athens or Rome of the Legend 
of Venus and Adonis literally underftood, as to 
make a Briton fwallow a Tale of the Virgin Ma- 
ry and her Spoufe St. Dominic; or an ingenious 
Parifian of the Abbi's miraculous Tomb, " But 
« now Dr. M* * * has fcnt you a Book, to which 
" when once fet down, you cou'd not rife; and 
« when quite thro' it, the ftrange Fancies it put 
" into your Head, obliged youjuft to begin again. 
" They call it an Enquiry into the Life and 
" Writings of Womcx ; tho' you think it Ihou'd 
" rather have bore the Title of the Rfe of Arts 
" and Progrefs ^Languages arid Learning ; and 
" is full of Plates, whole Meaning above all 
" things you willi to have explained.'" 

Give 
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Letters concerning Mythology. % 

Give you Joy, my Friend, of this new Turn Lett. \, 
of Mind, whicJi puts you upon enquiring into the ■— v— ' 
Meaning of thefe mytholo^cal Enigma's ; thefe 
extravagant Tales, and apparent Inconiiftcncies ; 
which yet our learned Lord Verulam cou'd call 
the Wifdom of the Ancients tSSid.zcox\^znt Source 
of Plcafure to a ipeculative Man, as they repre- 
fent fome of the grandeft Ideas in Nature and 
Art. Thus you will be more of a piece with 
yourfelf; and will not defplfe any Species of 
Knowledge, or Form of conveying it, until you 
are well aflbred of its Emptinels and Infignifi- 
cancy. For 'tis, methinks, but modeft to fuppofe 
that what imployed the Heads of the Philoio- 
phcrs, the Tongues of the Poets, and Hands of 
the Priefts for fo many Ages, fhould be able ta 
afford Ui fome Amujement. Tho', to % the 
Truth, yours is a common Cale ; and there are 
few greater Inftances of the unequal Judgements 
Men make of Things, than the current Preju- 
dices concerning the Ancients, and particularly 
their Mytboh^'. How elfe Ihou'd it come to 
pafi, that in an Age which in moft reipcits has 
done them Juftice, and in fome reipeds more 
than Jufticej when their Title not only to a 
Superiority in the Arts of Life (lands fairly re- 
alized, but even to Reach and Invention in mofl 
of the Sciences, that ftill they Ihould be reckoned 
Children or Changelings in their Mythology ? 

I am not therefore furprizcd at this Revolution 

mpur Tafte, who wifli to tbink^ as well as aB 

A3 con- 
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6 Letters concerning M^yihology. 

Lett. I. confidently} nor much at the Occafion of it. 

*-"V— ' The Enquiry into the Life and Writings of Ho- 
mer is not ill calculated to deftroy either a blind 
Zeal for (he Ancients, of which you ufed to im- 
peach me, or a blind Prejudice againft them, 
with which I ufed to return your Compliment ; 
and a GHmpfe of Truth, fuch is her Beauty, tho' 
but a fide-long Glance, naturally produces De- 
fire of more. 

Need I warn a Man of your Pleaiantry a- 
gainft taking this Way of fpeaking, ferioufly ? — 
No: I would not, you well know, altogether fol- 
low the old Sages in their Philofophy, how much 
ibever I may admire their Morals ; much lefs would 
1 theologize (forgive me that hard word) with 
thofe whofe Schemes were irreconcilable to Rea- 
fon and tbemfelves. Thefe Things, when fet a- 
bout in earneft, muft be taken in other Lights, 
All the Ufe I wou'd have you to make of them, 
is a little innocent speculation^ whofe fole Effcil, 
ssjack Jiroil hys of all the fine things you can 
write, is to make you Jmper a little, Jhake your 
Head, fay it is a pretty, ingenious kind of a 
Thing, and Jo have done. 



My dear Friend 

Tours &c. 



LETTER 
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LETTER SECOND, 

" TTEAVEN profpcr all good Purpofes, Lett. 2. 
\_ X " *nd give Virtue to put them in exe- *— ./— J 
" cution ! "—Be not offended at my well-meant 
Wifli : One of your former Favourites ' , whole , ; 

Fellow all Antiquity, you were fure, had never 
produced, lays a plain thing prettily j 

Chi ben comminctay ha la Met a de TOprat 
N^Ji commincia ben^ fe non dot Cielo.^ 

Believe me, my Friend, to pals from a Life of 
Gayety and Pleafure to Study-— axid that kind 
of Application which real Learning requires, is 
no eafy Tranlition. I know you make great E- 
lopements ; and have at times palled a whole long 
Week without feeing * * * *. And who know? 
but thefe ftudious Fits may return Hill more 
frequently, and at laft fix the Habit on the othc^ 
fide ? Mean time give me leave to cherilh the 
good Difpofition, and to feed the tender Babq 
with Aliment not too oppofite to its wonted 
Diet. 

D o you remember the lafl: time you did me 
the Pleafure to fpend fome Days at £ * * *j the 
Wit you threw away upon the uncouth Figure 
of the old mufty Book, in Boards and gg p-Lea- ^ygianf 
A 4 dier, -■ I 

■ Si£," Betti^a Guarini. 
k he who begins aright has near half done; 
Nor cin we well begin, if not wich Heaven. 
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8 Letters concerning Mythology. 

Lett, a.ther, halped with Brafs, that lay upon my Tit- 

V-'v— ^ble ? Out of that iame aukward Utcnfil, as you 

called it, will I give you a Specimen of the 

hannlefs Entertamment to be hadfiroman old Sto- 

ly, which I read this Morning. Your Experience 

in the Subjcft will render it very intelligible, 

' A T the Birth of VENUS^ "or Beauty, the 

* Gods held a grand Feafl ; to which among the 

* other Deities came Plenty y the Son of Forefight ; 
' and, as is ufual on fuch Occafions, Poverty 
' came likcwife a begging, and hung on about 

* the Door. Tow'rds the End of the Entertain- 

* ment. Plenty being intoxicated with NetSar, 

* (for there was as yet no Wine) went into the 

* Garden of Jove^ and opprelTed witli the cele- 

* ftial Liquor funk down in Sleep. Poverty _ 

* fpied him in this plight j and as flie had long 

* wiflied for a Chijd by him to fupply her 

* Wants, {he dipt fecretly into the Garden, laid 
' herfelf gently down by his Side, and was made 

* the Mother of Cupid, or Dejire. For this rea- 

* fon the Child became a Vafial to Venus., both 
' as being begot on the Feftival of her Birth, 

* and being likewife naturally addifted to Beau- 

* ty, which flie poffefled in the higheft Degree. 

* CUPID therefore, as the Ofspring of Plenty 
' and Poverty, takes after either Parent, and in- 

* herits a mixed kind of Fate. 

' I N the firfl place, like his Mother, he is 
■ * peipetually in "want: and far from being beau- 

* tiful or blooming, as moft People imagine, 

*ho 
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* he is eager, ravenous and rough ; wandering a- Lett. 2. 

* bout barefoot, without Houfe or Habitation j*--"**"^ 
' fleeping before Doors, or by the Way-fide 

* under the open Sky, and conflantly accompa- 

* nied with Craving and Indigence, Bat at the 

* fame time, like his Father, he is ever forming 
' Defigns upon all that is Beautiful und good : is 

* courageous, forward, indefetigable and cunning ; 

* ftill contriving fame Fetch, and fond and fruit- 

* ful of new Tricks. He is plodding all his Life 

* loagj is artfiil, perfiiafive, plaufible and be- 

* witching ; Neither mortal nor immortal in his 

* Conftitution ; but at times, in one and the fame 

* Day, he lives and blooms in Affluence ; then 

* languiflies and dies ; and in a little time revives 

* again, in virtue of his Ftf^Afr's Nature. What- 

* ever he receives is immediately fpent and gone : 
' So that Love can never be truly called rich ; 
' nor is he ever wholly deftitute ; but confifting 

* of Contraries, is at once covetous and profofe, 

* balhfui and brave; has aDefire to domineer, 
' and a Diipofition to Servitude ; the Elevation 

* and Port of a Prince, and Fawning and Mean- 

* neis of a Slave. ' 

Now you have read this little Tale ; be Inge- 
nuous and tell me, cou'd any pretty Fellow about 
Town have better painted the blind mifcliievous 
Boy ? Say, you who are a Connoiffeur^ I am afraid 
toyourcoft, is he truly reprefented? Did the Pain- 
ter, think you, underftand Life? Ew if he was a 
Mafter in this delicate Part of it, you will doubt- 
■;';.'. Icis 
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Lett. 2.1efs admit he might excel in the whole. Think 

* — *~-'upon your former Ways, my Friend! of the 

Contempt you ufed to cxprefe for the ignorant 

impolite Ancients, and, as you arc in a feir Road, 

repent throughly of your Infidelity. But I have 

another Queftion, a little different, toaik. \ 

Cou*D any body, do you imagine, take it 

mto his Head after reading this Allufion, * That 

* the Author of it aflually believed the Uttleflut- 

* tering Thing he has fo exquifitcly described, to 

* be a real divine Perlbn, and woa'd worihip 

* him accordingly as a God?' One fhou'd think 
not : Efpecially as this very Parable has been ta- 
ken for an Argument of his Unbelief of the 
whole Train of his national Divinities, whom he 
reverenced in Obedience to the Laws of his 
Country, and profelTed himfelf incapable" of ex- 
plaining their Natures and myftical Generation. 
Or, on the other hand, wou'd it not be as ab- 
furd to lay, that it had 720 Meaning at all ? It 
mull be a ftrange Turn of Mind that cou'd lead 
to either : " For to believe it literally, or to 
** condemn it for Want of Ingenuity , are equally 
" prepofterous," I (hall certainly expert you on 
Wednejday^ wirh Mr.f'****, and always am. 

Tours Sec. 
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LETTER THIRD, 

WEREyou not alhamed to confefs fo much^e"- 3* 
Lazinefs in good Company? Not toen-""""^"""^ 
dure the Labour of making out the Plan of a 
Work you fo much wllh to comprehend ! Was 
it a long Letter from B**** in bad Writing 
and beau-lJDelling, you cou'd plod till Midnight ; 
and be at abundance of Pains to deqipber the 
crooked Scrawl, in order to come at all the pret- 
ty Sentiments it contained. Well- — , I will in- 
dulge you for once ; and try to intangle you in 
Studyy by hying Baits in your Way, and fending 
you the Plan^ you fo confiHcnily long to fee, and 
will not take the Pains to make out. 

The enquiry into the Life and WH- 
tings of HOMER promifes little by its Title- 
page: It bears no Name of Author, or Printer, 
nor of the Lord to whom it is addrefTed j nei- 
ther is there a Dedication ; but after the manner 
of the Ancients it has a refpeift to this noble and 
learned Perfon from Beginning to End. The 
Head of flijffzfr, which you fee prefixed, is ta- 
ken from the Buft of a fine Statue, probably 
that mentioned by Cedrenus, as formerly one of 
the chief Ornaments of Conjiantinople, and now 
in the rich Cabinet of that great and good Man, 
the celebrated Dr. Mead. In viewing his beau- 
tiful CoUei3ion of fome of the fineft Remains 

of 
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Lett. 3. of Antiquity, I took particular Notice of this 
''""^Buft, and well remember to have been ftruck 
"vii^ a. plain rujiick Look^ ibmething niat s 
but ingenious and thoug&gJaI,CachsiStheyQLy Voi- 
ture'% was, which I don't think truly reprefented 
in the Plate prefixed to the ENQUIRY; but 
the Original gave me a jufter, more natural Idea 
o^ zJiroUng fanciful Bard^ than the Head of 
the noble Farnefe Statue in the Great Duke's 
Gallery. 

This is one of thofe Perceptions or Prejudi- 
ces, if you pleafe, one cannot ib eafily give ac- 
count of: We feel it ; but for the moll part are 
not able to tell, IFhy it is fo. Muft there not 
be fome Connexion in Nature between a fruitful 

/ teeming Fancy, and this Part of Phyfiognomy ? 

' You, my Friend, who are a fecond CAfrfd, and 
have fo nicely viewed one fort of Faces, try your 
ilill now upon the other Sex, and tell me why 
many of the greateft Poets have had a fimple 
country Look? The immortal Mantuan is re- 
corded by Donatus to have been rufticand Facie s 
the peaceful Hefod, ety^iK^ wepffw'x^; Tbc' 
ocritus ^lueytKOp t( |^ ^iTmr^ with even ^paflo- 
ral Look ; ( not meaning, I fuppofe, a Bifhop's. ) 
The celebrated Vida was thought by his Cotem- 
poraries ' to refemble Virgil for the fame very 
reafon : Facie prope rufiicand^ adeo ut nojlro Vidas 
non abfmilis fuife I'ideri pojjit. Dante Ali~ 
geri, the Parent oS Italian Poetry^ is f^d to have 
, been 

» Lil, Creg.GIRALBl 
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been di Jincero e grato Ajpetto : His SucceflbrLctt. 3. 
the divine Petrarcba, Di Color tra bianco e bru-'^^'^^'''^ 
no con Ifguardo e Fatezze che ben mojlravan la 
Scbiettezza del Cuor : And the two Rivals, in 
one kind of Poetry, Ta^ and Guarini, (if an O- 
riginal and Copy may be properly fo called) had 
both una certa Ciera di ingenuafempUcitd^ In- 
dizio di rado fallace di bei Cejiumi : Even the 
ihrew^d witty La Fontaine, (for fuch you know 
he appears in his Writing) was in his old Houie- 
keeper's Opinion, plus bite que malin : and had 
ib much the Appearance of that ^meBeti/e, that 
the Countefs of C * * * *, with whom he lived, 
faid to a Lady who afked if ihe was got into 
her new Houfe ? That flie had now only three 
domeftic Animals to fetch home, her Caty her 
Parrot, and La Fontaine. ^ 

What ftiall we lay of this ftrange Cor- 
reipondence of Features? A Corre^ndence 
which extended not only to Poets in general, 
but to Poets of the lame Turn and Temper ? 
The polite amorous Cardinal Bembo, before he 
obtained that Dignity, was complimented by 
his learned Friends with refembling the ele- 
gant Mafter of Love, the fweet-tongued Ovia, 
not only in his Face, but his fiender fprightly 
Perfon' ; and a Life of Petrarcha, the Author of 
many a delicate Strain, wrote by another Hand, 
makes 

fc tCoIti fur BtiUau. 

* OviMui emni mild a/jw ttidu txcullas etque txboHtus, turn 
tenui if vefio Cirfore, h'triii/eui atapailo ; eualii fcilnis cjl PE- 
TJiUS BE MBUS Fit u^u, ommum lllganlijjimui. 

h. G. GvKALDi Dial, de Vicis Poet 
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Lett. 3. makes him to have hetn jt/fi JUch another : dt 
^''''^'''~~' commune Statura, mn di molt gran For ze, md 
di mirabil Dejirezza '. Had the Decency of the 
Cardinal's Charaifter permitted, what Leflbns in 
the belle Pajton might you not have expedted 
from the Pen that produced the inimitable j^zo- 
lains^i and had Ovid been under any happy 
Neceffity of a like -Decorum, what Refinements, 
what Gallantry wou*d have Ihone in his j^t 
of Love f A Satirift, 'tis true, may well be 
thought to wear a different Afpeft ; his Converie 
with the World, treading the beaten Road, 
fearching out and expofing Vice in all its little 
Dilguifes, may iharpen his Looks, and imbitter 
his Face : But let us remember, his Province is 
the moft unpoetical oi ParnaJJus j and ftill, that 
one of the moft approved among the Ancients 
was remarkable for his Verecundia virginalis^ the 
Modejiy of a Maid in his Countenance and Man- 
riers ; which at the fame time I can by no means 
afhrm to appear in his Writings. 

N o w, for a Wager, are you running over 
all the Poets hy Profciuon, and all the poetically 
difpofed of your Acquaintance, and claffing their 
Vilages in your Imagination. This one, fay you, 
has a comic, that a tragic^ t'other a tragicomical 
Look. Here is an epic, there zjatiric, yondzx a pn- 
daric Phyfiugnomy. Mr. X* * *looksjuil like — 

But 

■ Of a midJle St-ture, not very Crong, but wonderful A- 

b Tl:!-)' nre Dialogoef upon lnvr, wiatc with' great Delicacy 
and Dttcii^:)'- 

3 
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But what am~ I doing? and whither has, this Lett. 3. 
Idea of Simplicity in tlK Head of the great Poet '-nrw 
le(l me ? Qmck let us, return, my Friend, and 
quit the Genm irritabHeVatum^^QXt^^rsx- 
ing Race, without . dilcompofing a Hair in the 
Toupee of the meaneft Servant of the Mules ; 
and rather enquire, what Foundation there can 
be in Nature, for thisunqueftionable Re&mblance 
in the AfpetSs and Manners of Men ? 

S H A LL, we Hften to the,ingeniousP^^o^««w^ ? 
who tells us, " That the chief Indications of Mens 
" Dilpofitionsareto be found in their Countenan- 
" ces, and ranter particularly in their Lmh^ their 
" very Souls appearing thro' their Eyes to an 
** intelligent Spedlator, as thro' the Gates and 
** Avenues of -the Mind": That a fet, fimple 

* Look, for esfample, little moift Eyes, moving 

* Eye-brows, foftened Features, are Signs of a 

* Man's being contemplative^ tboughtfuly given 
' to learning, and particularly the Belles Lettres K' 
Again, ' That a dark humid Eye, open, and 
' frequently fixed, is a Sign oiThought and Per- 

* ception j but if it likewife look mild, and be- 
' nign, it further betokens ^or/i and in^raa/Zy; 

* for fuch, fays he, was the Eye and Looks of 
' the wife and worthy S O CRATE S.' 

Per- 

fio?! inhffwitr >^ Mffwij Jia JlaAiou tJtwv n fix*' Aa(5«i'- 
•"«'; AAAMANTIOr ^j<ruyvuifAtK. A. 

0>^ipxfa xi'jifitvin ietxvjxnv avipx *PONTISTHN, *IAO- 
AOrON, «IAOMA®H. Ibid. Ui^' 'OpSaA. irnt. 
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Lett. 3. Perhaps you will hold yourlelfa better 

" " ^ Judge of the following Afpcds, which he de- 

fcribes much to the lame purpofe : * Eyes, lays 

' he, Handing frequently open, without winking, 

' looking gentle and humane, fwimming in a 

* tranfparent Fluid, fiicw the Perfon to be 

* contemplative, a Lover of Knowledge, of a 

* Jweet Difpofition, and addi£led to Lwe : ' And 
iHIl ftronger, * That fuffufed Eyes, fluftuating, 

* and as 'twere Beaming in theni&lvcs, belpeak a 

* ftrong Inclination to Pleafure and the Delights 

* of Fenus ; and that Perfons with fuch a Look 

* are generally Jiraigbt, beneficent, of a noble 

3 Foetry and Verfe^ * 
may be, or how flip- 
t, when we defcend to 
: cannot help forming 
c to his Advantage or 
J Afpe<a and Appear- 
leems to lay. That it 
iippofe a Connexion be- 
situres, and fuch and 
ly attend them. Tours 
am afIe£tionately, 

Tour &c. 

" OpSoiXjLiDi xAu^SjiAfuoi, xu^dciiiwrfr in (turorr, ti; iPft- 
Smx xj luvi^HX) ivIitwTxi' Sure it ^JtKOi, ?Ti xaxM^yoi, 
Sti ^Uiui (pasjAjif, Srt AM0T20I. 

Ibid. ni)i 'opB«A. KiWfAtv. 

LETTER 
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LETTER FOURTH, 

T T TH AT a Flow of Spirits muft you have Lett. 4: 
VV hs<^. ™y gay Friend ! when you re- ^— v* * 
ceived my laf{ Letter ? I will ibrfeit a good deal, 
or you had been juft come home from 7*****^ 
or perhaps were to go thither next Morning. In 
either Cafe the Infoftion wou'd work : Our Mind 
hot only retains Impreffions of the Companies wp, 
leave/ but moulds itfelf befetehand to the Hu- 
mwir and Manners of thofe with whom we are 
about to aifociate, ib it be done with our good 
Liking, andHopes of Pleafure. I am fore you 
have been in high Humour by the Ijmghtly 
Z)f^^ ' of your Anfwer. ^* fV^onderful Science, ■ 
" lay you, profound fagacious ' Phyfiognomy I 
** highly hejitting a grave contemplative Man I 

*' You ihsrefoK expe^'that I will Jhortly fend 

*• you a Treatife of Palmeftry, or revive oldPar^, 
** tridge, and write an Almanack." 

T I s very well, Sir, and not much out of 
Character :■ — 7- But after fo laying, may I ven- 
ture to put you in mind of a certain Perfon, the 
quickeft at catching Faces, and odd Miens, of 
all die Circle of ray Acquaintance. Can you re- 
member, dear Sir, this young Gendeman, whq 
after he had^' like Leonardo da Vinci^ been ilro- 
Hng, if not from Street . to Street, at leaft from 
Company to Company, and oblerved all the 
B . ftrange 

> BesimuDg i Firfi Stroke. ^ 
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Lett. 4. ftrange Setts of Features, uncouth Airs, and con- 
***f"*^ ftraiued Poftures he had met with, ufed to come 
full fiaught to me, " Who Ihou'd I meet with in 
fuch a Plare but Mr. ♦ * * ? I proteft I can't a- 
bide that Man's Look. He's double and kna-^ 
vifh for certain. If you obferve, he never looks . 
you fteadily in the Face ; a Half-grin upon one 
fide of his, betrays fome crooked Sentiment 
within. 

" Pray, have yoi^ ever feen the plump Mr. 
" Papillon ? How linooth his blooming vacant 
** Face ! Thought and Wrinkles wiped clean out 
" of it ! But happily fupplied by the two pret- 
" tiefl unmeaomg Dimples in his Cheeks, and 
*' the two perteft pinking Eyes that ever charmed 
'* a feir toAy. Mr. B ♦ * * came in, and fit 
** juil by him, with his fedate A^KtS;, and 
« compo&d Countenance, that commanded Re- 
" fpeft whenever he appear'd, and drew At- 
" tention whenever he ^ke. Blels me, how 
" intent and piercing he looks ! But for the 
" Spirit that every now and then flaffies from his 
" Eyes, and the gentle Smile that o'er^reads his 
** Features, I ftiould take him for a mecr plod- 
" ding Wi^t, not without a Dafh of the Mi- 
" fantbrope.' His Friend Mr. M* * * looks (^en 
" like Heaven : You wou'd think you iaw into 
" his Heart : Truth and Generofity fcem painted 
« in every Lineament.— 1 am fure he is a good 
" Man. But oh ! the painful Pidhire of Chagrin I 

Tjie 

5 M»n-hater. 
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" The imbittered Hooriatt Look of •*» Efjr. ! Lett ^ 
" An old exhaufted fiddy Rake I . Difinal ! A ""Vxi 
" mod forbidding Phiz. I wou'd have thee 
" drawnaAdfetupailftnm/DDniri in St.7*** 
" C***l, where thou'd reform more young 
" Fellows, than all the laboured and lab'ring 
" Sermons ever preached in the Place. Biit d 

" profO! to Sermons. Of all the living Bulls I 

" ever law, no one comes up to the ghom) 
" buck'ram Vifage of ihc ricar. How is every 
■■ better Sentiment efiaced fi-om his whole Coun- 
" tenance ! Not a Spark of Goodncfs or Veftige 
" of Humanity in any one Feature : Dark, un- 
'" fecial and fullen, with cloudy Brow, lightlels 
" Eyes, pendant Cheeks, and double Chin,he fits 
" tecollefted in gruff Silence : But upon the 
" lead Emotion, the Bear and the Clmm appear 
" tumbling in all his Geftures, begrim his un- 
" gainly Looks, fh-ain his Mufcles, difVort his 
" Motions, and bridle his whole Behaviour." 

O F whofe drawing, my good Friend, are 
thefe Charafleis f Upon what are fuch quick 
Feelings of Men and Manners founded ? fTm- 
dtrful Science I fay I in my turn, profound fa- 
gachm Phyfiognomy I thereS but a Jhcrt Step" ■ 
■twou'd feem, befwten ihte and thy Sijier-Scienc'e 
Paimcary, and from thence to Aftrology, fredia- 
itig the IVeather, and telling Fortunes. 

Ye T don't be too much out of Countenance 

«t bong catched exeicifing that pcieeptive Fa- 

^ « culty 
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Lett 4. culty mfh which Nature has endowed you, o£ 
*— v-J difcovcring Mens Condititms from thgr Air and 
Aljwa: You have ibme good People for Pat- 
terns, who praftifcd the iame Art What tho' 
Fortunc-tellcre, Quack-Dodtors and Gypfies ab- 
uie it ; you need not go a ilroling with them, 
except you pleafe. Becaufe there are Empirics^ 
wou'd you have no Ph^iam? Becaufe there 
afe rkfmirig Dunces j wou'd you have no Poets ? 
Or becaule there are wicked Heretics, would 
you have no orthodox Divines? 'Qai yon have 
better Company than Sir Sidrt^bel, tho' not yet 
of your Acquaintance : I will venture to intro- 
duce you to one or two (^ them in my ncxtLet-^' 
ter. Till then. 



My dearFriem^ 



ji£eu. 



LETTER 
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LETTER FIFTH. , 

yO U are a very hard Craver. la your Im- Lett e. 
patience owing to a Defire of knowing «— ^-^ 
your FelloTr-PhyfiogncHnids, now y<Mi have 
found out your felf to be one of the ilun^>er • 
or to an Inclinati(w incident to young People, for 
which a Royal Miflrefe (if £he was one) was re- 
markable in the laft Century, a L^ing to hear 
old Stories P Which of than foever it be, in per- 
formance of my Promife^ hear the Sentiments 
Qf_«I will not yet tell you wha 

''That the Dictions of Mens Minds 
" are conned^ with iheiv Bodies^ and inilu- 
*' enced by the Chan^ that haj^n to tbetH^ is 
** very evident both in Pec^e intoxicated with 
*^ Liquors, and under DiAempers : In both Cafis 
^* the Temper and Sentiments aj^jear iextremety 
" different i and are plainly madefoly the dif- 
" ferent Temper and Dilix)fition of the Body. 
•* On the other band, the Body is frequemly 
" affeded by the Paffions of the Mind, as ap- 
*' pears in languifliing Lovers, in Perlbns who 
** have been violently frighted, who are funk 
•* with Grief, or ecftatic with Pleafure. And 
*' not only fo, but in things that happen natu- 
" ralfyt without any Shock or Violence, it is 
" eafy to perceive that the Soul and Body are 
** linked together in fo intimate an Union, that 
B 3 "* they 

• Mtimir»<UlaFie4taCmHdeGi.AHUatiT. Chap.VU.xi. 
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Lett, 5." theyaregenerallyipeakingtherecifwocalCaufcs 

•-nr^*< of the Akerations hai^ning in each other. For 

** never was there fuch a Creature produced ot 

~ ** ieen, as had the Body and ^pe of an Animal 

•* c£one S^Kcics, and the Inftinft and Dilpofi.tk>ns 

** of an Amojal erf" another Species : But always 

**. siong with the Body, it mull have the Man- 

" neis too, of one and the iame Animal. It 

« follows therefore that t^ Jucb a Caji of Bo- 

V ^Jt fucb a Mind muft be the neceflary Con- 
" fequence. Among the Irrationals, w^e fee the 

V ikUful in the feveral kinds, forming their 
'* Judgements of them by their Make : By this 

V Jockey judge of Horfes, and Sportfmen. of 
" Do^ ; But if their Method of judging be 
" well founded, as the &me Cau^ muft needs 
«' produce the ^me EffetSs, it muft be likcwife 
*< poillble to di&ern Menf Conditions and Cha- 
•• rasters by their Perfons and Afpeifts. " " 

Then the Author ventures to lay down the 
general Priodf^ upon which you are to reafon, 
and proceeds to put them himfelf in Pradice, 
not only by going over the principal Parts of the 
human Body, and afligning the various Diljx)li- 
tions of the Mind, which ufually accompany their 
various Make and difierent Strudure ; but, vice 
verfSj ruiM over the chief Characters in Life, 
and accurately deicribes the Perfon and Appear- 
ance of a bra^ Man, of a Coward ; of an in~ 
getfiotts 

' APIS TOT. *un?jw/*8inK». 
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genious Man, of a blockhead -y of an impudent Lett. ^. 
"Msa^ of a modeji one, and fo on thrpiighout the '■^V^ 
great Variety of Charafters in the World, both 
good and bod. After which, being led l^ck as 
It were naturally, I^ an IndufUon of Efledts to 
their Caufe, he relumes the Confidcration of 
this ftrange Connexion. 

*' I AM periiiaded, &ys h@, that the Soitl and 
** Body fympathize with one another, for many 
*• Reafons. The Temper and Difpofitipn oi 
" the Mind being any way altered, mak?s the 
*' Form and Habit erf" the Body to alter with 
" it } as on the other hand, the form and Make 
*' of the Body being changed, produces a ii'mi- 
** lar Change in the Difpoiition of the Mind. 
*• Grief and Joy arc Affeftions properly belong- 
•* in to the Mind: Yet every body oui perceive 
** Grief in the heavy Look of an affiled Man, 
" and Joy inthedie^ul Countenance of a hap- 
" py one. When the Saul is affcded, and its 
" Temper varied, were It poflibjc that the Bod^ 
" ihou'd retain, unmoved^ its former State, the^r 
'* might, it is true, be mil Ibme fort of Armpti'^ 
" thctic Intercourie between them, but not fix 
" thorough and mutually aiifefting as it is at pre- 
" fent. For now it is very evident, that the one 
<* follows and pardcipates with the other j and 
'* from no Confideration more thap frp/n the 
** Effects oiMadrufs. This Diftemper lil«wi^ 
\* fecjns properly to aficd the thinking Faculty, 
B4 "the 
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Lett. 5. "the SohL Yet .Phyfidans by clcanfing the 
^""y^ ** Body by Medicines, and by making the Pa- 
** lient obferve Rqles of Diet prcfcribcd for the 
** iame Purpoie, rid the Soul of that terrible 
" Diforder : So that by one and the i^me ^c- 
" medy, applied to the Body^ both its own State 
•* and Appearance is changed from what it was 
** under a difordcred Mind, and the Mind it- 
" felf is delivered from Madnefi. But fince ^hey 
*' both change by one a^d the fame Means ap^ 
" plied to one pf them, and change b,otb to^ber, 
** it is evident that they throughly depend upon 
" and mutually affed: one another." " 

Now wou'd I give fomething to know, 
whofe Opinions yoa imagine you have been 
reading ? Some fimcifu! vilionairc Dodar's, I fup- 
jjofe, like the Spanifli Huarte^ or French Def- 
mareti : fome Mumpjmus, who &t in his Clofct, 
and built chimerical Schemes, a Stranger to the 
World, and to ftrid ReafonJng. Juft the con- 
trary : They are the Opinions of no leis Man 
than Plato's Rival, and Jiexander^% Mafter — ihc 
,fcver6, abftrata, difceming A RISTO TLB i who 
was fo.'fuUy convinced of their Juftne^ and 
Truth, that in his moft elaborateWork, his fevou- 
rite new-invented Or^^isow,, upon which he fcenw 
willing to reft his Rcputarion ', he conclude* 

the 

' APISTOT, *wtoy»w/»owK*'. 

*• Aei" Si ii/*»f /*fl KtXy^hau to tn^titn^i w«i Wrw 
tin xrpalJjaTtutv.o— T^Jtw yif, i to juiv h^ rolt in 9> 
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Ac fecood Book of the firft ^nfilytia wHh an Lett. j. 
Atnic^ement of the Principles of Phyfiognomy. ^ 
Tbefe the Fhilofopber b^s down as FoundatioDs 
upon which you may reafon^ and from which, 
according to me Condidons there prefadbed, ycv 
may form certain Conditions. 

I N the Progrels of Philofc^ihy Speujiffus tai^^ 
after Plato^ and Xenocrfftes fucceaied Speufyh 
pus. Xetwcrates wasa pecfei^' Pattern of Virtue 
in his Life and Manners. He began his LeSurcs 
early in the Morning, and his Gate Aood open 
to all Lovers of Wifdom and Knowlei^e. A 
young Atbeniatiy Poleino by Natne, yciy wild 
and abandoned to Pleafure, In his Return from 
a Niglu Ramble, happened to be pailing drunk 
that way about Sun-rifing. To £p in and ham- 
boozle the old flarched Philofopher wa; -too 
tempting a Frolic to be rcfifted by a Youth in 
that Condition. Fluftered therefore a? he wi^, 
and in his gaudy revelling Dreis, flowing with 
Perfumes, and crowned with Flowers, in ha 
bouncxd among the learned Band who were 
Uftening to their ftay'd Teacher ; He iac dovm 
too, with a mimical Gravity, that be might 
watch 

'PtfTBfixSi fi-ivj unTifX'" •"■'^f zroXfM xx) W«\«l« T« A(- 
yifAnx- -aifi ii ri 2YAAOrrZE20AI, eramAwi iAt 
tix>ftn Vfift^ov S,}Jya Xijmr iJAi TPIBH^N ^xrwif w«Xij» 
;^«*wivsi«^.— Ai^ AeiWi Sn tin crvvruv ujimw, i rm 

APirrOT. TUfl 2^.r. EAifc- (3.C. B., 
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Lett. 5..watch a witty Opportunity to confound the mu- 
"— "v—^ fty Moralift, and march off. At his firft Ap- 
pearance fome Marks of Indignation broke from 
the Audience that thrcatned him -with a fudden 
Exit: But Xenocrates, without altering his 
Countenance, made a Sign to let him alone ; and 
changing the Subjeft of his Difcourfe, he began 
to reafon of Modefty^ — of temperance ^-^Qi go- 
verning the Paffiom^ — and Self-command. P 0~ 
LEMO was not (o hv gone, as to be incapable 
pfundcriknding what be f(cardi but looking 
fomething amazed and foollfh, he began to UJien 
'to the eloquent Philofopher; and liftened {o long, 
until he was ftrucfc with the Gravity of the 
Man, and the Truth of his Dcxftrine. He th?n 
firft ftole up his Hand, and^king the Garland 
&om his own Head, he threw it upon the 
Ground } then he pulled in his Arm under his 
Robe} by and by he gathered in the flowing 
. jaunty Sicutsofitiby degreeshw Looks changedj 
the impertinent apijh Fleer of a fine Fuddle-cap 
fettled into &nle and Oompofure : He forgot the 
intended Frolic, was afhamed of his Debauch, 
and went home fo ftung with a Senfe of his Fol- 
ly, and fo convinced of the Amiablenefe of Vir- 
tue, that he became a cpnftant Hearer of Xe-. 
nocrates, eminent for the Regul^y of hi? Life, 
and fucii a Proficient in Learning, that at his 
Mailer's Death he fucceeded in the Direftion oif 
the Platonic School. 



n,gn,-.rihyGOOg[C 



Letters concerning Mythology* 37 

This celebrated Convert from Intemperance Lett. 5. 
to WUiioin excelled likewife in Pbyfiogmmy. »— %^*' 
Among his other Writings, as'iftbe great Pbi- 
iqfopber had not fufficiently exhaufted the Mat- 
ter, he new-modelled and (x>nficlerably augment- 
ed the Treatife written by Ariftntle iipon that 
Subjcft. The Introdudion jsrcmarkablel ' If any 

* ^anch of Science, iays he, be ufefiil, thofe 
\ who ftudy the Knowledge cf the Natures and 

* Dl^fitions of Men from their Appearance and 

* A^KiS, may reap many and great Advantages 

* frcin their Art : For no body wou'd diufe to 

* commit his Wife or Child, or entrull a Sum 
< of Money, or any raluable Dep^tum j or in- 
^ deed wifh to contraA any kind of Friendfhip 

* with a Man who has a Mark of Perfidy, In-. 
1 temperance, or other wicked Diipofition writ- 

* ten in his Face. But to fum up the Matter 
^ in a Sentence, all Mankind, as it were by an 

* immediate, infelUble, Heaven-fcnt Divination^ 

* demonftrate in their Looks and Motions, their 

* peculiar Caft of Mind, and Manner of Life": 
' So that the fldlful Phyfiognomift may cul- 
' tivate Fricndfhip with the Gogd^ and avoid all 
*■ Commerce with the Evil'* 

How 

juafliKnTKi, Tft( ^)ii Twv Xf^^ (pi>im( (tifii^at, ra; Si 
■nit vmfwt xaxMtc ^AtCrliaM. 

DOAEMON. 9..r.9y»uy,n(£f, 
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How happy wou'd that Man b^ who cou'd 

' exercife this rare Art with certainty ? Who cou'd 

put in prat^ice the repeated Advice of one of the 

beft and greateft Men the World ever £tw ; * tQ 

* look within — to let the particular Quality and 

* Worth of no Peribn or Thing efcape us j ' — 
< to be accurate Enquirers into the Manners and 

* Actions of Men j ' — to accuftom our fclvcs 
'- to enter attentively into the Sentiments of thole 

* we converfe with i and as fiir as is poiTible to 

* get into the very Soul of the Perfon who fpcaks 

* to us.> One of the moft remukable and fur- 
prizing Infbnces of this Sa^city I have met 

.with, is the celebrated PLOTINUS, 

The Ancients held fuch of their Pbihjo-^ 
pbers, as lived in a manner becoming their Pror. 
feflion, in the bigheft Eftecm. Their Schools 
they looked' upon as the Sources of Virtue^ and 
their Houies as SanSiuaries^ which nothing bafo 
or difhonourable durft approach : The greateft 
Perfons not only recommended their Children to. 
their Care in their own Life-time ; but fre- 
quently left them, with their whole Eftate and 
Concerns, under their Tuiiioi at their Death. 
The Family of Plctinus^ the holy pure Platonic^ 

con- 

' "Effw (3Xtff£" j«,»ioivof 'Wfayy.a.TOi i*r,Ti » iSnx woiSTijf, 
/im i agi'o! watxTfiXfrta si. ' 'A)tfi£nf ilfrxrit >iflwip 
^ -STfOi^iuii. ' "E9iTDJ trtaanot -nrjos tm b(p ertpK Xfyofti- 
;y y'nf&M «57«i!(v9ufiWT!i.-f, }^ Mt owv 11 tv tS I'TXHI tI 

M. ANTONIN. ATTOKP. -rm «.V imrSv ^C, p. 
I 
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eCKii&eA but of a Servant or two for himfelf j !*«• S- 
but bis Houfe was full of the Youth of eidier"'^ '"^ 
Se» ofthe prime Nobflity, entrufted to him witb 
all that they, bid, as to a&crcd and divine Guar- 
dian. With the moft incorruptible Integrity he 
was mild and aifeble, and ready to ferve every 
body, who had the fmalleft Acquaintance of bun, 
or Connexion with his Friends j and at the iame 
time of fuch Candour and Difcretion, that having 
iived Qx. and twenty Years in Rome^ and been 
chofen Umpire in numberlefe Differences be- 
tween private Perfons, he demeaned himfelf fo 
as that be had not one Gtizen his Enemy : So 
impartial and prudent was his Humanity. 

One of this extraordinary Man's Talents was 
a trae and juft Perception of the Tempers and 
Manners of the Perfons who lived vrith himi 
whofc Deeds and Defigns he quickly difcovered 
in their Looks, and often foretold what wou'd 
ha|^n to them in the after-part of their Lives, 
" This Youth, (^d he of a young Nobleman 
^eft to his Rfenagement) " will prove excefljvely 
*< amorous, and intangle himfelf miferably in 
*' Intrigues.-^! iiifpedt he will not be long- 
" lived; " which in every point came exaiSly 
to pafi. A Widow Lady in high Reputation of 
Virtue, Cbione by Name, who lived in his Houfe 
with her Children, had loft a Diamond Neck- 
face of very great Value. Plotinus ordered his 
own, and the Servants belonging to all the 
Lodgers 
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Lett. 5. Lodgers in the Family, to be brought together 
" ^ "*^ into his Prefcncc : When they were metj he caft 
bis Eye upon them, and immediately pointing 
to one of them, Tbii PerfoTty laid he, basjiole 
the Necklace. The Fellow ftontly denied it, at 
hrft ; but being led oiF to be whipt, he cxynkSed 
the Theft, and went and fetched the Necklace 
from whence he had hid it. 

B u T the chief Proof of the Juftnefe of his 
Penetration, waa his difcovering die fecret dif- 
mal Intention of his favourite Scholar POR- 
PHTRT, whom this great Judge erf Men 
loved not more upon account of his Learning, 
than his Virtue and Sweetnels of Manners. Hear 
^ how the Youth ingenuoufly tells the Story ofhim- 
felf. *I had once, fays the young Platonic ^ through 
' fome Diftafte or Contempt of Life, taken a 

* Refolution to put an End to my Days; and 

* had ihut my felf up in my Lodgings for that 

* purpole ; when my loved Majier came uncx- 

* pcdedly, and broke in upon my Retirement. 

* He told me without hefitation, That my prc- 

* fent Intention was for from being the Reliilt 

* of Reafon, or the Di<9ates of an intelle£iual 

* Principle : That the Gloom in my Mind was 
' occafioned by fome bodily Diforder I laboured 
' under/omeDiftcmper of Melancholy,for which 
' hediredcd me to go and travel for a Cure. I 

* believed and obeyed him in this, as in everything 

* clfe, and pafled over to Sicily, where I heard the 
' Lcftures 



D,gn,-.rihyGOOglC 



Letters concerning Mythology, 3 1 

' Ledhires of the Philofopher Probus^ a Man in Lett. 5. 

* good Reputation, with whom I flayed in the '"~v-* 

* pleaiant wholefom Town of Lilyieum. Here 
' I quitted my pemidous Purpofe of dying, and 
' at the fime timci was by this Accident pre- 

* vented from attending my Mafter PLO 71- 
' NUS until his death. " 

B u T to what purpofe need we range Anti- 
quity for Inftances of an Art, which you are your 
fclf pradtifing every day ? not only upon Pcr- 
fons and Companies, but upon Paper in your 
Qofet. You who defigtt and draw io prettily, 
and have gone thro' the academic Faces, if not 
the Figures j who know the Play of a Mufcle, 
at leafl on the Outfide, from the fmallefl Simper 
to the hi^eft IMftortion of Features } who di- 
ftinguifh fo nicely the Charafleriftics of the bor- 
dering Paffions, Griefs Fear, DejeSiion, Melan- 

cMy i Emulation, Averjon, Envy and Ha- 

tredy can you with any Coniiftency ridicule Phy- 
fiognomy, even in our narrow fcnfe of the 
Word ? We underftand it to be nothing more 
than judging of Men by their Faces : But the 
Authors of the Term, and firft Inventers of the 
Art meant nothing Ie6 than " a Judgement of a 
" Man's whole Nature and Inclinations from an 
" attentive View not of his Face only, but of 
" his entire Perfon ; and that not motionlcfe and 
" unemployed, but in Aiftion and Agitation, 
*' engaged 

* nOMTPIOT wfl nAurmi ^i> j^ (3.CA. 
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1^* 5- " engaged in the Affairs of Life; thcEyes fpark- 
^'"^■"'' " ling, the Tongue fpeaking, the Heart beating, 
" and the whole Man in Motion and guard- 
" left." Purfuc now this Thought a little further, 
and confider what are your Dutch Drolls, your 
Harlequins, your Pantomimes, your Rich's and 
Francijques—^xay what were (alas ! they leere) 
your Bosths, Braceprdles and Oldjields^ but fo 
many fhining Proofs of the Power and Reality 
of Pbyfiognomy ? What has eftabliftied the un- 
varied Idea's of the Heads of the biftoric Cba- 
raSiers among the Painters, (whole Originals 
they never had, and fome of them never exifted) 
but the unvaried Connexion between the fup- 
pofed Character of (he Saint or Hero^ and/uch 
'A Set of Features as beft mark it ? Even the 
great, the fupreme Effort of the Art, the in- 
ihndling Mankind by Dumb-fliew and Exam- 
ple, Hiftory-Painting it felf, and the Produce 
of Sculpture ^ 

Fair genuine Forms of Beauty's eldeji-bomy 
A living Race by plaftic Virtue markt^ 
What are they but Human Figures reprefcntcd 
in AftioUj in fuch Attitudes, Poftures and Move- 
ments, and with fuch Looks and Features^ as 
Nature has adapted to the inward Dilpolition of 
the Heart ? And ftill, the mbft exalted and ex- 
tenlive of all the Ways of Painting, I mean real 
Poetry and its noblcft Branch, Mythology, how 
largely does it borrow from this inexhaufled 
Source? 
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Source ? Reprelentations of things natural and Lett. 5. 
Jhine by proper Perfom ; and thefe Perfons 4/^^> 
properly accoutred, their Enfigns, their Faces, . 
their Mien and A6lions being aU of a piece, and 
all in Cbara^er, muft be the refult of the moft 
natural of all Sciences, Pl^fiognomy : I % the 
moft mturali an Infent looks you full in 
the Face to find out your Temper *, — and your 
Dog keeps a ftridt Eye upon your Features, and 
behaves tumfelf acan:dingly ; 

Unde niJiintuSt—'monftratum ? 

But whither have I vrandered from my Sub- 
jed? — Itisyour wanton Wit and craving Curiofity 
that lead me aftray, and make mc forget the chief 
Point of the Queftion, Whether that Head of 
Horner^ which adorns one of the moft elegant 
Libraries in Britaifi,has been vreWtmaginedhyth^ 
Statuary, and has a Look becoming the poetical 
Patriarch ? The Queftion I iay is. Whether the 
^^j^hasdone well? who drew not from theLife; 
but from his own Idea. For I much queftion whe- 
ther the Likenefs of Homer's real Face was pre- 
fcrved. It is not altogether impoflible that it 
might; but more probably it was among the 
C number 

■ Ceft ao Mouvement dn VHage, et fur tout lUs Ttux que 
ron&itlc plus d'Attention parceque cw Mouvemem font 



les Indices de cequi fe isiffe au dedans de nous : lis merited 
doDC qu'on lea approafc k proportion de ce qu'.l y a de looaUe 
Jot,. 1« Sentimens intcrieuts dont ils font Ics indices. 

r. Cap. IV. S 10. 
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Ttaiceno Beau, Cap. IV. S 
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Let*- 5" number of thole mchtion'd by Pliny, as the 
^^^'^ greateft Pitch of Happincfs that can happen to a 
Mortal: A Likcneis contrived for him by 
Pofterity, when the real is wanting, in order to 
latisfy the general Dcfire of Mankind To know 
what fort of a Man He ivas*. Thus, at the 
firft ailing a new Play, feys a Man of Wit, 
the Ladies feldom fail to aflc,— — 

If^hat like a Man's the Poet ? 
And I believe the feme QjKftkMi is as natural to a 
Gentleman upon reading a fine Piece of old Poetry. 
To indulge thw natural Curiofity, to give you a 
truly poetic Face, which of the two Artifts have 
beft judged ? — ^Whether he who has imagined hb 
inlpired Bard with a fimple, rural, contempla- 
tive Look — or he who has given him a grander 
Air, and filled his Countenance with Elevation 
and Majefly — ? 

/ am, 6cc. 

P.S. 

I HAVE thought of a way of procuring a 
Plan of the Enquiry, &c. without much 
Trouble: Expcil it therefore in my next. But 
now the Vifit at T* * * is over, what if you 
fhould fit down to read and think a little, and 
try to make out one to yourfelf : You would be 
better able to judge of another's when it comes. 

■ <^6 majos, ut equidem ariiitror, nullum eft felidtatia ^wd- 
men, quam femper ooines lore CHpcre, ^ualii ftierit aliquis f 

Plin. Lib. XXXV. J J. 

LETTER 
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L«t. 6. 

Letter sixth. '^'^ 

SOME time before the Enqjiirv into 
the Life and Writings fl/"HoMER was pob- 
lifhed, a detached Advcrtifement appeared in 
feveral public Places, containing, befides the 
Title of the Book, the SubjeSis of the twelve Sec- 
tions of which it confiils, and likewife fome 
fhort Account of their Contents. One of theie 
Advcrtilements I procured, after the Piece came 
from the Prefs, and found it aflillcd me not a 
little to comprehend the Defign and original Plan 
of the Whole. It runs thus : 

* AN EN^UIRr into the Life and 

* Writings of Homer. In Twelre Se^ons. 

' The Book isproperlyanAnfwer to thisQue- 

* ilion: "By what Fate, orDifpofition of Things 
" it has happened, that no Poet has equalled him 
" for upwards of two thouiand fcven hundred 
" Years; nor any, that we know, ever furpaflcd 
" him before." 

* Se<a. I. An Enquiry into Bomer's Country j 

* and the Climate c^ tktt Countty. 

* II. Into the public Manners of his Nition. 

* III. Into his Language : Origin of Lan- 

* guages; their Progrefs, and its Cauies. 

* IV. Into his Religion : Origin of the Grecian 
' Rites. 

C 2 V, 
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' V. Into the Manners of the Times : ancient 
and modern Manners compared. 

* VI. Into thelnfiuence of fuch aConjumfture. 
' VII. Into Homer*% Education and Learn- 

' ing : Hiftory of Learning, and prcceeding 
^ Writers. 

* VIII. Into his Charadter, Employment, 

* and Manner of Life. 

' IX. His Journey to Egypt : His Allegories. 

* X. His vifiting Delphi: Rife of Oracles 

* and Theology. 

* XI. His Convcrfe with the P&eniciam-'^ 

* His Miracles. 

* XII. His Sul^eft : The Tro/att War, and 

* Wanderings of t/Zv^w. 

' With a new Head of Homer, and fixteen 

* Copper-Plates done by the greateft Mafters : 

* As alfo a new Map of Greece, and of the 
^ Countries known to the Ancient Greeks about 
' the Time of the Trojan War ; their ancient 

* Names, and firft Inhabitants, with a Draught 
' of the Voyngeso£ Mene/aus and Vlyjjei' 

Th e whole Book therefore is an Attempt 
to rcfolve . this Sihgle Queftion, " By what 
" means did Homer become a greater Poet, than 
" either anyone^ known to us, everwas before him^ 
'.' or than any -who has appeared fince his Time V" 
*' Or in other Words, Why no Poem ti- 
" ther formerly beard of, or now extant, was or 
" iscomparable to thelLixn and Odys&ey ?** 

In 
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I N order to refolve it, you muft ci- Lett. 6. 
thcr afcribc his Superiority to a fupernatural di- ^-•v— i^ 
vine Affiftance, which many of the Ancients 
firmly believed, the' We do not } or, allowing 
him to have been an* ordinary Man, you muft 
enquire into every Cj3;{^, natural or accidental, ■ 
that can poffibly have Influence upon the human 
Mind, towards forming It to Poetry and Verfc. 
You muft confider the Influence of Education, 
of Example, of Fortune public and private upon 
the Soul of Man, and as you go along you muft 
always compare their different Kinds, and apply 
them to the various correfponding Branches of 
Poetry. You muft trace that Art from its ear- 
lieft Beginnings; feparate its conftituent Parts, 
Language, Manners, Religion, Fable, Hijlory^ 
ChdraBers, Rytbmus, Meafure, and' proper 
Mythology. You muft view and afcertain the 
abfliaia Nature of each of thefe Parts, then 
trace its Progrefs, and compare that again with 
the Age of Homer, and enquire How He came to 
cjrcel in it, and in what refpe<Ss he dees fo. 
To bring all thefe together, and make them 
bear upon z Jingle Point, was a Taik infeparable 
from the v^n/«!.?rofthcQueftion. A Queftion 
which you fee muft neceflarily include a fur- 
prizing number of different Refearchcs into the j , 
Nature and Origin of FiSlion, aqd its Con- \ 
nexion with the various, indeed armoft infinite 
Turns of Life and Learning. 

C 3 Now, 
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Lett. 6. Now, my lively Friend ! you have the Qcw 
..W'Si'of the Book in your Power; give me leave to 
Innnuate, that it will prove uieiiil only in pro- 
portion to the Care and Attention with which 
you ule it. If you conlider it meeily as an 
amufing, curious Speculation, it will juft lerve 
to amufe you a little, for the prefcnt, and then 
cvanilh : But if after fully couiprchcnding the 
plan you will (it down and compare it atten- 
^ly with the feveral Scdions of the Enquiry, 
and ftridly examine whether each Scdtion makes 
out the particular Point it was meant to prove, 
and how that Point flands conneded with the 
general Defign, in that cafe the Plan will efiec- 
tually rid you of that fleeting Nofie/i of the Sulv- 
jed; of which you formerly complained. I ex- 
perienced the fame thing the fird time I perufed 
the Book. While Impatience and CuriofiQr 
hurried me on thro' the various Scenes of Anti- 
quity from the firfl: barbarous State of wretched 
Mortals, to their gradual Improvement by Arts 
and Laws and Learning, I quickly loil the Idea 
of the preceeding Seftion, and would have found 
it very difficult to have recolledied the Thread of 
the Subjedts when I had done. But after I had 
read the Book over and over, and had conli- 
dered the Order and Striitnels of the Inveftiga- 
tion, I began to attribute that flippery elufive 
Quality to two Caufes. Firft I fufpcfled the 
Author had been at pains to cover the Regula- 
rity of his Model, and purpofely effaced every 
Appearance 
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Appearance c^Form ; avoding thoic DivUimStLctt. 6. 
Subdivifions and Repetitions wliit^h afford artifi- i^W 
cial Helps to the Memory, but ftiffen a Trcatifc like 
an old Sermon. This Method leaves the Work 
to your own Judgement, and depends fc^lyuprai 
the Senfe and Capacity of the Reader. The 
other is the carelds familiar manner in which 
theie abftrufe Subjects are treated. Vou End 
nothing to ftop you, if you do not flop yourfclf j 
no uncouth Terms or fcholaftic Phrafcs : A 
Succeffion of new Ideas is ever paffing before 
you, and fome of the moft rugged Materials in 
Learning are handled with that familiar Eafc 
and Plainncfs of Speech, as makes you forget 
their Nature, and glide over thefe thorny Fields, 
where the Critics Inve fo often tore themfelves, 
with unfufpefted Security. But, as I faid, in 
proportion to our Negligence and Hade, muft 
of ncceffity be the Slipperinels of our Retention. 
The folidcft Bodies, as they take the fineft Po- 
lilh, are tikewife the moll tickliHi to handle ; 
You muft poife well and grafp firm, ere you 
have afore Hold, and be careful how you Ihift 
hands, left they flip from between them. Moft 
People read Books as Children vifit a Flowcr- 
Garden ; They amufe themfelves with this oi- 
t'other gaudy Knot ; the Colour calls their Eye 
from one Border to another ; the Sight of the 
prcfent baniflies the laft. It i^ the Man of real; 
Tafte, who takes in the Flower- and other Gar- 
dens at one View, who confiders the Gift of the 
C 4. Grounds, 
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Lett. 6. Grounds, the crofling Lines, the Difpodtion of 
*— v"^the Walks, the Arrangement of the Tre«, and 
the Conveniency of the Shades and Arbours, 
the Propriety of the Statues, and perceives 
the Symmetry refulting from the Whole. But 
here's Company coming up i I muft leave 
you : Adieu, my Friend ! May you be happy 
as your reafonable Wifhes can make you, or, if 
you can truft them, thofe of 

Yburs, &c. 
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Lett. 7. 

LETTER SEVENTH. '"'^ 

SAY you fo, Sir! Never ftirred from your 
Oofet for two whole Days — No, not to 

make an Excurfion crols the Meadow to /■ y 

C b ! Well, Heaven grant the Charm may 

not foon lofe its Virtue, but continue to operate, 
until you have truly tailed the delightful En- 
tertainment of wcll-direaed Study, and be 
throughly convinced, that it is a manly thing 
to IkcriBce a little fleeting Pleafure in the Purfuit 
of genuine Knowledge. Moft willingly would 
I latisfy your growing Curiofity : But as for an 
Explication of thcfe lame Plates, prefixed to the 
feveral Sedions of the Enciuiry, I muft inge- 
nuoufly plead Ignorance ^ and will venture to 
iay, that few People can give a juH one, but the 
firil: Inventor of the original Drawings, who can 
alone alcertain his own Ideas on ib vague a Sub- 
jcfl as Mytbobgy. But you ftiall be very wel- 
come to my Conje&ures about fome of them j 
on which I have bellowed fome Time and At- 
tention, with that plcaiing Curiol3ty you now 
begin 03 feel in your turn, in iearching for the 
Meaning of an Allegory. Some of the& Con- 
jedures may perhaps be right — and others, I 
make not the leaft doubt, very wide of the real 
Intention of the firft De%n. For all Compofi- 
tions in Painting — and emblematical Pieces more 

than 
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Lett. 7. than any, give unbounded Scope to the Fancy. 

^*^>f^ Don't you remember how long a Company of 
Sages, and fome of them truly learned, ftared 
upon that beautiful Cartoon of Julio Romano'^ 
Marriage of Pfycbe, in the Duke of M — 's 
great Gallery? And the extravagant Guefles 

Mr. H made at Julian'& Feaft of the Gods, 

painted by honeft Varrio, in the Stair-cafe of 
Hampton-Court ? I found my Conjeaurcs chiefly 
upon the Connexion of the Story reprefcnted in 
the Plate, with the Subjedl of the Section whofe 
Front it adorns } for the Infcriptiom of the 
Plates at the End of the Book only puzzled and 
led me aftray. For inftance, the fourth Plate 
bears iot its Infcription, A Sacrifice, The 
Oath — Now with the ftrifleft Attention, I 
cannot find the Veftige of an Oath throughout 
the wh(^ Section. I ccHiceive therefore that the 
Repre&ntations in the Plates are either taken from 
the general Defign of the Sections to which they 
are prefixed ; or from fome principal Part ; fome 
remarkable Faia related, or fome Principle ad- 
vanced, upon which the Subjeft poffibly turns. 
The Defign of the firftScdtion is plainly to prove 
the various Influence which Soil and Climate 
have upon their fcvetal Produflions i — and par- 
ticularly, as the Curious love to fpeak of late, upon 
animal-Plants, 1 mean their Natives of the hu- 
man Species, 

Th e Poin t of View therefore of the firft Plate 

direits your Eye to a ftately Temple, the In- 

foription 
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fcrlption of whofe.pOTtalbeatt, thatit was £icredLcu.7, 
to Cerks and the Seas&ns: or, in other'— nr—* 
words, to Earth the uniTcrial Mother, and 
to the v^ous Influences of Spring, Summer, 
Autumn and Winter, in itsvarious Climes. Four 
beautiful female Figures follow one another into 
the Temple. The Chaplct on the Head and 
FcftocMi in the Hands of the firft bcipeak the 
SpriT^^ by which the Andente began their 
Year : The Sheaf and Sckle, and a £untjih 
Look di^Ter the fuJtry Summer: Harveft is 
known by her Garland of Crapes and Horn of 
Plciity : and (hivering Winter by her Coverings, 
and Pan of Coals. A SeSion of the Zodiac 
cuts the Sky bthiad them, intended, I judge, to 
ihew up(Mi what the Succefficn c£ the Seaibns 
depends. But the Figure in this Plate that gave 
me moft pleafure, is the fine venerable old Mzn 
who fits in the Corner, fo ftudbus and full of 
Attention in forming a human Creature, which 
he has almoft; finifhed, and obferving thought- 
ful, whether it wants not yet another Touch of 
his all-framing Hand. Prometheus it muft 
be; both from the Subjed of his Story, and 
from the Torch lying «t his Feet — but which, 
by the by, ought to have been the Reed in 
which he ftole celeftial Fire fiom the Wheel 
of the Sun's Chariot, and thievifhly conveyed , 
it frmn Heaven to animate his new-made ter- 
rcftrial Creature, for which he was punilhed ^ 
you now know. 

H0W£V£R 
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Lett. 7* HowEvE r ingenious this Part of the Dcfign 
^••^>r*^ may fecm» I am of opinion, that it errs againft 
the luiown Law of Compofition, That all the 
Figures j' efpecially in little Pieces^ Jhould be em- 
ployed in one A^ ion: Unlefeyou fay that the For- 
mation of Man is the Adion in which both the 
Earth, the Seafons, and Prometheus arc all en- 
gaged i which may indeed be underftood, but 
is by no means the apparent Attitude of the 
Seafons in the Draught. Be that as it will, the 
Idea k> clearly conveyed by the Reprefentation of 
this Man-moulder, makes me eafily pardon a 
moderate Trefpafe upon a Rule of Defign. In a 
Play, I can bear with the Scene's ftiifting, (con- 
trary to one of ihefacred Unities) from an Anti- 
chamber to a Garden, or from Pall-Mall to the 
Park, tho' my Fancy turns refty, and refufes to 
follow our admired dramatic Poet over Seas 
from Venice to Cyprus^ or from Spain to Con- 
Jiantittople. Thefc are too unconfcionable Strides 
for my profeic Imagination : But a Licence mo- 
deftly ufed may be tolerated, if it makes 
amends by its Inftrntftion or Entertainment. 
The Defign of this firft Sedion, is to fliew the 
Power of Soil and Climate j and that Power ex- 
cried in the Formation of Man, who is to be 
infpired with a celeftial Flame ; for which we 
have a Temple lacred to Earth and the 
Seasons j and behind them a human Creature 
forming, to be enlivened with Fire Hole from 
Heaven, 

Now, 
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Now, methinks, I fee a fignificant Smile Lett. 7. 
forming upon every Feature of my Friend's ^ 
Face : Umph ! fays he, And fo this is the way 
your ancient Sages, your Mytbolegifisy d'ye call 
'em, contrived to account for the making of 
Man P Another Man already made took ibme 
&efh Clay, newly fubfided in the Cdaos^ and 
impregnated it with etherlal Seed * : Of this he 
formed a lifele^ Lump in the Shape of a human 
Creamre j then had a Iblar Beam, fome how, 
blown into its Breaft, which proved a vivifying 
Spirit, and made it inftantly ilart up a Man, 

like the unhm Dodor ! 

Fair and foftly, Good Sir ! and beibre you 
finally judge of the Fiction, or conclude it to 
be ridiculous, hear the andent poetic Tale. * In 

* the Spinning of the Reign of Jove^ when 

* the happy golden Age was pafled and gone, 
' the wretched Remains of the human Race 

* were in a miferable Flight, and in hazard of 

* utterly perishing from the Face of the Earth. 

* Naked, needy, and ignorant they pafled their 

* dreary Days, living in Woods, and lurking in 
' Dens like wild Beafts, without Laws, without 
' Arts, without Humanity ; fcarcely fuAaining 
' their helplefs Lives by theliarfli DietofHer- 

* bage and Acorns, and making Rocks and 

* hollow 

>Sive recens Tellus, ledaAaque rniper ab alto 
Aihac, cognad retinebat Semina Coeli ; 
C^m fatos lapeto millam fluvialibus iukUs 
Fin^C in cSigiem moderantiini cunfla Deonun. 

Ovid. MeUm. 
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Lett. 7. * bdlow Trunks of Trees thdr fole Shelter from 
the Injorics <rf" the Weather. In this haplefs 

* Condition th^ peritbed unheeded and un- 

* known, torn by the Tyger of the Mountain, 

* and the Bear of the Forcft, famtfbed fcr want 

* (^ Food, and froze to Death, or overwhelmed 
' with Snow, Tlws they piteous lived and 

* unlamented died,— until Prometheus^ the Son 

* of lafietuj and Themis, (that is Foresight, 

* the Child of Defire and Defiiny) came to 

* tberr Relief. To retrieve wretched Mortals 

* fromMifery, he called Pallas \ht Goddeis of 

* Wifdom, (the Power of Mecbamfm, and 

* Source of Imienttm) to his Aid : By her means 

* be mounted to Heaven, where he (lily held 

* the Reed be carried in his Hand to the Wheel 
' of the Qiariot of the Sun : It's Pith prefently 

* catched and kept the celeftial Fire, which 

* he fecretly conv^ed to Earth, and made a 

* Prefent of to Afcff. Inftantly enfued an a- 

< mazing Turn : It entirely changed the Face 

* (rf" the World, and made the grand Revolution 

* in Human life. Fot along with tbe Ufe of 

* Fire, the inventive Prometheus difcovcred the 

* latent Treafiires that lay concealed in the Bow- 

* eb of the Earth : He brought the till then 

* unknown Metals to Light ; thofe ineftimable 

* Aids and Ornaments of Life j thofe Materials 

* of our Took, and Propagators of our Power 1 
« By their means he firft taught the ftroling 

< Tribes tbe Art of building in Timber, Brick 
3 - ""^ 
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* and Stone. He fticwed them how to alleviate Lett. 7. 

* their Toils and fupply their Wants, by joining "^"Y^ 

* Oxen to a Plow and Horfes to a Chariot. 

* He otrferved the riling and fctting of the Stars, 

* the Motions of the Sun and Moon, and by 

* them diftinguiflied the Seajons^ and planned 

* out the revolving Tear. He inftrufted them 

* in the various Virtues of Herbs, Fruits and 
< FofEls, and made known their Efficacy in dit 

* pelling Difea^, and allaying the Pains inddent 
' to Mortals : He even opened a Path thro' the 
-* Deep, and made them crofe the untrod Ocean 
' in Veflels corapafted of Wood, with Sails ex- 

* panded to catch the gliding Gale. In a word, ; 

* no ufeful Alt or rare Invention in Life ; no in- ■ 

* genious Method of fupplying its Wants or 
' fulfilling its Wiflies, that is not the Gift and 

* Produft of Prometheus ^ : And to crown aH, 

* he likewife taught them the* wondrous, tho' 

* now common Contrivance, of painting Sound, 

* and fpealdng to the Eyes ; he taught them the 

* ufe of Letters, thofe Guardians of Arts, 

* Parents of Memory, and ready Miniftera to 

* every Muie. 

* What wonder then, if the great Friend of 

* Men, the Author of their Happineis, their D&. 

* Uvercr from Cold, Hunger and Death, their 
' Inftrudor in every thing valuable or plealantj 

' fhould 

n»TO. l%v«. (i^oltm IX npoMHeE'fis. 

. AI2KTA. 
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Lett. 7. * fliould be laid to have Mfw^rOTfiy the Creature^ 
*— V— ' ' whofe Life and 2*5/ he had wholly changed j 

* transformed from a Brute to a Man, refcued 

* from endlcfs Woe, and retrieved from Blood- 

* flied and Barbarity \' 

So fer is very well,—— and may pa£ in th« 
loofe figurative Language of the Poets: But 
is not Prometheus plainly and literally feid to 
have made Man, as well as inftrufled him in the 
Arts of Life ? The Queftion is fair } but how 
will you relirti it if the Anfwer lead us into a 
Labyrinth of Mythology? Have you Spirits 
and Patience to remount to the Rife of Things, 
and fcan the various Principles, which, in the 
Opinion of the Ancients, produced the ff^orlJ 
and Man ? ■ 

Imagine then the Metropolitan of Mem~ 
phis, or other fokmn Myftagogue of Egypt, 
about to initiate* a young Prieft (duly prepared 
by Failings, Purifications and Chaftity) in their 
traditional Myftery of Creation. " My Son, 
*' would he iky, Listen, with Attention and 
•* Reverence, while I deliver the awful Doc- 
'* trine of the Birth and Progeny of the ever- 
*• living Gods — the Dodrine we carefully con- 
" ceal fi'om the vulgar and profane, and only 
" unfold to the Favourites of Heaven, and Mi- 
" niftersof its myfterious WiH. 

! When 
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Lett. 7. 
* When the primeval Parent, Chaos, ^'^^^^ 

* hoary with unnumbered Ages, was firft moved 

* by the Breath of EreSus, (he brought forth her 

* enormous Fird-born HyU i and at the ikvac 

* portentous Birth the amiable almighty Bros 
' Chief of the Immortals: They were no iboner 

* come to Light than they produced an infinite 
' Offspring; various and jarring at firft, but 

* afterwards the Fountains of Being (d), the ter- 

* rible Titans. Fiveand forty of their Names 

* have been revealed to Men -, among whom 

* the chief are Caus, Creim, Hypenm^ and 
' lapetusf Males; and liea^ Rbea^ Themis^ 

* Mflemo/ynf, and the lovely Tethyt, Females j 

* after whom was born of the feme Parents, 

* their youngcft Son, the mighty Saturn. la- 
' fetu% and 'Tbemis joining, had the divine Pro- 

* metbeui ; after whofe au^icious Birth, and no 

* wonder, they had Eight and twenty Children 
' mwe ; or, according to a more authentic Tra- 

* dition thirty Sons, and as many Daughters', 

* Authors of the various Or^j of living Things, 

* while Prometheus with the Affiftance of his 
< Spouie C'eUno the Daughto" of uitlas, the 

D * mi^ty 

(a) 'Af ;t*' "& niij-ai W8siiTw» ^Tu* vtoXvfAi^6wVf 

*£^ »it,(uf yxo TSAVtt triAti ytviOL nalci iwefjuv. 

OF*, r^v. TITHNE2. 
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' mighty Prop of Heaven, created their Lord 
' and Lawgiver, mortal Man.* 

With profou..dSubmiflion,wemayfuppofe, 
and entire Refignation of his Intelleifisj would 
the young Candidate of the Priefthood receive 
the IXx^rlne he did not understand : and in re^ 
ward of his Docility, or upon fome other weighty 
Confideration, his reverend Teacher mi^t 
perhaps condefcend to remove a Corner of the 
Veil, and give him a Glimpfe of the latent 
Truth. 

** To Thee, my Son, who may one day prove 
" a ftately Pillar m the Temple of Nopb^ and a 
" Support of our facred Order, the Glory of 
" ^SyP^i w'^^ ^ difcover a Part of the divine 
" Tradition, denied to vulgar Ears, and uttered 
*• by the pure High»prieft on folemn Days, not 
" withoutTrcmbling and Amazement." Know 
tlKn, confecrated Youdi ! 'That ere this feir 
' Univerfe which thou beholds, a|^)cared j ere 
' the Sun mounted on high, or the Moon gave 

* her paler Light i ert the Vales wert ftretched 
' out below, or the Mountains reared their 

* towermg Heads— ere the Winds began to 

* blow, or the Rivers to flow, or Plant or Tv(x 

* had fprung from the Earth— while the Hea- 

* vens yet lay hid in the mighty Mafs, nor e'er 

* a Star had ftarted to its Orb, for Ages infinite, 

* the various Parts of which this wondrous 

* Frame confifts, lay jumbled and inform, — 

* brooding 

3 
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'brooding o'crwhelmed in the Abyfe of Leu. 7^ 
' Being (•): *-^"' 

* There they had lain for'tvcr and for ever, 
' if the Breath of the tremendous Erebus (<j), 

* the Spirit that dwells in eternal Darkne^ had 

* not gone forth and put the Uftlcls Mais {b) in 

* vital Agitation. 'Twas then the congenial 

* Parts began to fever from their heterogeneous 
< AlTociates, and to feek a mutual intimate Em- 

* htaxx— Matter (c) appeared, and inieparable 

* from it AttraSlion {d) inftantly began to ope- 

* rate : And O! Who can unfold, or fufficient- 

* ly declare the Strife ineffable, th' unutterable 

* War that attended their Operation.- ^ali~' 

* ties (e) their firft-born oppofitc and jarring^ 
' never before exifting fprung into Being, and 
' fwift began the univerfal Shock. Powers (/) 

* till then unknown, md fuperior {g) Degrees 

* of thefe Powers, all at^vc Principles, continued 

* and increafed it. Order (b), Succeffwn (t\ 

* Retention (^6), and FtgurabiHtyiJ) were paffive 

iD 2 * in 

(*) 'H» «j"S vtdA* ivmifiUy ivi^iloc f ou, 

(a) £rfj«f is plainly the Power of Darkness, or DimneTs; 
bemj 3, Gredt Tennination put to an EaCem Word 317 Ereb, 
the Evening, Mixture of Daiitnels and Light. See the Pheniciam 
Cofinogony below. [*j The Chaos, (r) Hyle. (J) Eroi, 
trltve. (r) Cww. KOIOE ii the ancient lame for noJ®-, 
f/J Crtten, Kfnur, powerfiil. fgj Ifyperieti, 'Twte^av, tran- 
fcendant. (A) Tiea, from the oldA'erb QEfi, whence nSi-wJ. 
(i)J!iM, from 'pit, the Flax of Time, (i) M/iemo^m, Mrft/o- 
trvvf, Memofy. (/) Titiyj from the old KT^ whidh the Cbal- 
itam pronounce SiH Tetha, liquids perfur.dcre, whence 7tthyi, 
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Lett. 7.' in the genial Contcft. Rit Dejire{m) and 
Poffibility {n) (or Intention ^tAAptitude) ipitd- 

* ly interpofed, itnd begot Providence or Fore- 

* ^5f^' (0)1 who being joined with his Brtde {p) 

* Meafiire {q) or Pcifeftioo (the Dai^hter of 

* Contemplation (r,) prefidcd over the forming 
< World, direded the Births of the lab'ring 

* Parts, 

Ful!en, Maifiure. {m) Japhet TWd In Kal, to aUure, raJfe, de- 
fire, feduce } whence istiH. , Jafhet is cider than Satum, who- 
was the youneeft of the TUmi ; that U to fay. Time did not begin 
till the World was made j lee the Platanic Account of Time be-' 
low, f») Tbtmii the moft wicient and venerable of the Godddles ^ 
wfaofe Oracles were from the Beginning, and fo infellibic, that 
flie taught ^fodo himfelf to prophefy ; iirft married to iapetiu, 
theTiVdn, and then to the all-governing Nature, 'Jupiicr himfelf. 
(»} Pramtthtni. The AihcmaJtr, dtftmguiftied among all the 
Greeii by their Ingenuity and Devotion, iud an Altar in the Aca- 
dtny fthe Refort of the moft ingenious of Athens\ on which they 
ikcnfced the Day of the Lamp-Solemnity. It was dedicated to 
Promttbeus, Pallai, and Vulcan. In their Opinion thefe were 
avfiCaiirn 3(1/, conjunA Gods to be worihipped on the <ame 
Altar, tor the fame obvious Reafon that rtmts is fometimes 
joined with Baccbai and Cins^ and at others with Cm^ Hih, 
and the Gracti, But the moft Orthodox of the Mythologifts, 
Ortheui, folemnly addrcfles Promelhaii as the lame v/i^Satum ; 
and joined with the ancient Rhea, thai Flow of Durationin the 
Fuloeis of which all Things were formed by Froviiitnn, 
'PEAS nOSI'! SEMNE' nPOMH©ET~*. 
The former took him, 'twould Teem, for a morai, or hataa Prin- 
ciple i and the latter for a natural or iS-vine one, 
(t) ^'^ <^^' in ^J'-'V fignifies a Bride. , 
if) 1^*3 IVUnfura: : from 73 mcnfus eft. But l7'"?3 Perfec- 
riones from 'T7J, confummavit, perfecit. (r) jttta4. ^^ 
7alab, Conlideravit, animom adveriit, intento* fait, iiU* 
et £,*m:xJ Tatiui et Atthclat qui res perfpicit, cognitione fupe- 
lior i tide Firgi/.—Docait qui maximus Jtlat. The Gneij put 
ftequently their £ for the A(piraies nf tiie Eaflems, and particu- 
larly fcr the moft unuttcrabie of them to a Wcllem Throat the 
_ Ain, which they entirely omitted in tiic BtginiHng of Words, 
contenting tliemfdves with the bare Vowel. 
* '^Ty.i^ h( KPONON. 
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* Parts, called to Light the vegetable and animal Lett. 7. 

* Race, and then crowned his wondrous Work, <^' ^ '— ^ 

* with the Formation of Man.' . 

But blcfi me ! How have I been led Into the 
Recels of the E^tian Sanduary ? Quick let us 
retire : and you, my Friend, forgive me, both 
for having been betrayed into fuch a Sally of the 
abftraiS mctaphyfical Mytholt^, and for pre- 
fuming to join you with fuch bad Company, as 
at once to bid you and the Metropolitan of 
Mmpbii jidieu.^ 



D3 LETTER 
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LETTER EIGHTH. 

THE Subjea of the fecond Seftion of the 
E N Qji 1 R V, &c. is did to be Ancient 
Manners j by which, I fuppofe, is meant the 
rude unhappy Life which Mankind lived in the 
early Ages of the World, and what is with great 
Impropriety called their natural State ; when 
the Earth was not adorned with Towns, nor in- 
habited by civilized Nations governed by Laws, 
or polilhed by Arts, but was peopled with va- 
grant independent Tribes, lawlefs among them- 
felves and often at war with their Neighbours } 
unawed by any but prefcnc Dangers, 2nd there- 
fore fatisfying their prefentPaflions whenever it 
was in their power. This View of the Subjcft 
of the Sedlion gave me fome notion of a very 
compounded Reprelentation in the Plate prefixed 
to it, but which belongs all to the fame Subjeil 
when put together, and has a ftriil; Unity in 
Senfe, if not in Shew. 

Pan^ as the Word Cgni6es, is the ancient 
Emblem of the Whole of Things: He repre- 
fents the Univerje ; and with the moft learned 
and thoughtful of the Ancients, palled for the 
firft and oldeft of their Divinities. His Figure 
is a Delineation of Nature, and that rough Face 
which firft it wore as mentioned above. His 
fpotted Robe of a Leopard's Skin exprcffed the 
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fpangled Heavens J his Peribn is compoled of Lett 8. 
various and oppofite Parts, rational and irrational, '-^'^ 
a Man and a Goat, as is the World of an all- . 
governing Mind and of butting proUBc Elemoits 
Fire and Water, Earth and Air. He loves to 
chace the flying Nymphs ; few Produdions b?- 
ing brought to maturity without Moijiure j and 
like the alma Parens, hae a ftrong Propenfify to 
Generation. According to the Egyptians^ and 
the very ancienteft of the Grecian S^ges, he had 
neither Father nor Mother, but fprung of D^- 
MoGORGoN at tlie iame inftant with the fat«l 
Sifters the Parca : A beautiful Way of iaying, 
that the Univerfe fprung from an unknown 
Power (to them) and was formed according to 
the unalterable Relations and eternal AptiEpd«s 
of Things ; the Daughters of Neceffity. But his 
moft iignificant Symbol, pnd moft elegantly cx- 
preffive of his divine harmonious Conftitution.is 
the wondrous Re ed on which he inceflant ^ays, 
compofed oifeven Pipes unequal among them- 
fclves J but fitted together in &> juft proportion, 
as to produce the moft perfc<fl and unerring Har- 
mony. The Orbits in which the /even PUpets 
of our folar Syftcm move around their Center 
are ail of diiferent Diametei^, and are d^lcribe^ 
■in dU&rent Time«, by Bodies of diffprpijt M^oi- 
tudes J yet from the Order of that Iblcmn Move- 
ment refults that celeftial Muiic of the Spheres, 
pot perceptible indeed by our material Organs, 
D 4 but 
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l«tt. 8. but delicious and ravifhing to the Ear c^ the 
*""v-*^Mind. 

Othsrs however went ftjll deeper, and ap- 
plied it to the Pytbagorky that is the Egyptian 
Account, not only of the Creation, but of its 
Caujes, Thdr abftrafe enigmatical Method of 
exptaining or more properly concealing their 
Doctrines from every body but their own Dif- 
ciples, I will not trouble you with at prcfcnt j 
farther than to put you in mind, that they de- 
figned every Species of Things by certain Num- 
ber i. Your happy Turn for thefe Kinds of Stu- 
dies, muft have long fince taught you, that Num- 
bers are capable of rcprefenting geometrical Fi- 
gures, Triangles, Squares, Cones and Polygons of 
all Sorts. All thefe Numbers reprefcntative of 
material Thin^ when compounded, made the 
Sum of twenty-eigbe, of which /even is the 
Root, and therefore the Enr A 2,5 JSr^iV" and 
> its Powers, was the Reprefcntative of all the ma- 
terial Creation, The various Degrees of Spirits 
and Genii were exprefled by Numbers amount- 
ing to Sixteen-'-of which Jhur is the Root, and 
thoxforetheTETPAKTTS.FouR and its Powers, 
was the Reprefcntative of the immaterial cre- 
ating Principle, and all the inteUe^hial Beings 
unitei to it i and for that rcaibn conftituted the 
folema Pytbagoric Oath, 

NAI 
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NAl' MA THN HMETEPAN rrXHN TENNH- '' *' 
SANTA TETPAKTT^f, ■ -" 

nAFAN AENtlAOT «riEIlII 

Yes, by the Soul-begetting FO VR I fwear, 
Nature's eternal, eyer-flowing Spring. 

The eiitaz therefore, or material Creation 
confiftingof the various Combinations, Divifions 
and iMuUiplications of the Number Stvm, is the 
wondrous InArument of Pan, from the Concord 
and Harmony of whole unerring Notes rtfults 
the Echo, the Objefl of his Love. So that of 
this divine harmonious Reed, the Symtnl of our 
Solar-Syilem, one may iiy with the pious Poet, 

What tho" in folemn Silence all 
IWove round our dark teneftrial Ball, 
What tho" nor real Voice nor Sound 
Amid their radiant Orbs be found. 
In Reajm's Ear they all rejoice. 
And utter ftill their glorious Voice j 
For ever finging, as they fliine. 
The Hand that mffues us is divitte. 
Or as it is painted by a great IMathematiciaii, 

Bn tiii Norma Pali— ! en di-ax Libramina 

Molis! 
Computus en Jroisl El quas dum primordia 

rerum 
Conderet, omnipotem JUi Leges ipfe Creator 
Dixerit, (S Operis qux Fundamenfa Iccdrit. 
Bdt 
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Lett. 8. But I do not fuppofe that Fan appeals in this 
**^v^ Plate, either in his phyfical or phiiofophical Ca- 
pacity, but fits piping upon the jutting Point of 
a Rock, as the honeft rural God of Arcadia^ Pro- 
testor of the Shepherds, and exprellive of that 
rude paftoral Life led by the early incivilized In- 
habitants of Greece. On one hand, an humble 
Supplicant proftrates himlelf before the andent 
Vefia \ and on the other, a military Man is run- 
ning off with an unhappy Female he has feized 
as lusPrey. 

Ve s ta, among the contemplative Priefts of the 
Eaft, pa&d for the latent Power of Fire ; or 
^lat internal Texture and Difpofition of Ibme 
forts of Matter that renders it combufUble, while 
others are little affefted with Heat. As iiich 
flie was the Wife of Calus, and Mother of Sa- 
turn,— ^e fecred eternal Fire, worfhippcd with 
the grcatcft Reverence, and moft pompous Cere- 
monies by all the Eaftem Nations (a) : But a- - 
mong the Icfe fpeculative Europeans^ who re- 
ceived the Knowledge of this Goddefs at fecond 
hand, the vras confidered only as Saturn's 
Daughter, a natiotial tutelary Divinity ; as for in- 
ftance, by Numa the pious Sabine Prieft and 
King, who made her the Poltucbos or Guardian 
of the Infant-State ; tho' generally fpeakingover 
all Ita/y, and long before in Greece, fhe was wor- 
fliippcd as a domeftic-Deity» and Proteflrefe of 

the 

(«) The common Word in dal^Gpufy'm^ Foe h HT^I^R 
Eflita, *E£Tl'j*i Veto. 
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the Family- Seat. * Fefia, lays the knowing Po- Lett. 8. 

* Jidonius^ the Daughter of Saturn, iirft invented ^— v— * 

* a human Habitation, wbofe Image for that rea- 

* fon they conftantly place within the Houfe, 
' that fbe may preferve the Edifice and proteft 

* the Inhabitants.' {b) Ad Invention indeed of 
the higheft Beneficence to miferable Mortals 
ran^ng the Woods or creeping into Caves, which 
Hiftory attributes to Pboroneus the Son of Inac&us, 
at leaft of building Houles wrought with Brick({-)» 
and whichcannot be done without the AfCftance 
ofFefia. 

When Homer, who had plain tindUguiied 
Nature ever in his eye, is defcribing the Mind of 
a Man intent upon Building, h^ ikys he Iquares 
one Stone, and lays it carefully and exadly upon 
the top of another — ANEMoro ein' aaehphm 
to be a Defence againji the Wind. The iame 
Poet addrelTes this GoddeJs in one of his Hymns, 

Vefia to whom in every lofty Pile 

Of Gods immortal or Earth-faring Men 

A Seat eternal's doom'd : to thee, old Queen ! 

The firft beft Honours pioufly be paid. 

This hoary reclufe Goddeis (i) then, the 
pure eternal Vefia {e) appears in a double Capa- 
city; 

(h) The ^e Wonl, in anotlier Fonn tEf^I^M fignifiet die 
Fonndation and Strength of a Building, 
(f) irXiv^jpt\f uo'f*«- AIIXTA- 
fi)— Canai Penetralia Vdbe. Virgil. 
(t) Andliorum nominis et to^, 

Obhtiu, xtcmxque VcA«. HntL 
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Lett. S. city; cither as the ^and enlivening Gmius of 
(—v— ^tbe terreftrial Globe, worflii{^ied with rolemn 
Ceremonies, and honoured by annual Proceflions 
under the Name oSOrofmades (/) by the Per- 
fiam^ and under that of Serapis (g) by the E- 
gyptians ; or as the permanent immoveable Seat 
of Gods and Men, the Earth itlelf, and by an 
eafy Tranfition the native Soil of a Nation, or 
the iijced Habitation of a Family. Ovid, in his 
Fa^h the moH: learned and ufeful of all his 
Works, hints at them both : 

Fe^a cadem eft et Terra ; lubeft vigil Ignis 
utrique ; 
Significant Sedem^ Terra Focufque fuam. 

But Plato confines her to the latter ; when de- 
Icribing in his fublime manner the Movement 
of the Univerfe, he iays, * That the fuprcme 

* God, the beneficent Jupiter^ driving a winged 

* Chariot thro' the Heaven, marches firft, dircft- 

* ing and infpefling all Things ; after whom the 

* wholeHoftof Deities and Demons, ranged into 

* twelve Bands follow in order : But that Vejia 
'■ alone remains at home {b). 

In 

(fj npn C^TS Orim-l^df, Tiic blefled Fire : it imports 
Qriginally in the Chaldec, tlie beaifcent tighti, that do good 
without Compenfotion. 

(g) Some derive Serapis from S'lttt Seraph, to bmn. I believe 
it to be a Compound from ^£K HO Sar Api, the Lord Apis. 

(b) InTlMAEO. 
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In the lame way then, as Pan h the plain rural Lett. S. 
God, Fffia in this Reprefentation feems likewife *—**-» 
to be taken in the triteft Accep^tion for a Hearth 
and a Home : A BleiHng whofe Importance our 
nalced Forefathers when driven from Wood to 
Wood by civil Wars, or haraiTed by Danijh and 
Saxon Incurfions, could much better conceive 
than We, whom Liberty and Property, 
thoie ineltimable PolTeflions, diitinguifh from all 
the Inhabitants of the Earth. A Houfe^ betides 
being a Shelter from the Inclemencies of the 
Weather, and a Repofitoy for all the various 
Conveniences of Life, is a kind of SanBuary to 
Its Poffeflbr, and a Proteftion from Infult and 
■Violence, elpecially to the weaker Sex, who in 
the lawlefs Days when Force alone bore fway, 
were fcldom fafe but when they kept at home. 
It was a noble Boafr, and worthy of a Conque- 
ror, that William the Firft made concerning the 
Effects of his Policy, That a fair Maiden might 
now travel all over England with a Purfc of 
Gold in her hand without Fear or Moleftaticm. 

As it was by the AffiftancfrofVESTA, thecn- 
livening igneous Principle, that yupiter obtained 
the fupreme Government of the Univcrfe, he al- 
lowed her in return to chufe what Privilege cm- 
Honour (he thought fit. Fefta made choice of 
perpetual Virginity, being incapable of being af- 
ibciated with any other Element, and of thc_/Sir^ 
Share {a) of every Offering rrtadc to all the other 
Gods. 
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Lett S.Gods. Her Prieftcffcs muft therefore be pure 
*-*v— ^unfpotted Virgins, and have the precedency at 
erery Feaft or SacriSce- where they happened to 
be prefent : Her Temple is a San<Suary from 
Violence, and efpecially from Violence offered to 
the Honour of a Maid. Accordingly, in this Plate, 
we arc prefcnted with Nature's rudeft Draught 
Firft the fhag^ God, frequenting the Rocks and 
WUds { that is, uncultivated Lands, and a folltaiy 
paftoral Life, obnoxious to Rapine and Infult : 
dien, its firft Protei2ion, the Powrcr of Vejioj hu- 
man HatHtaticHis juft beginning to form and be- 
come fixed before the Birth i^La ws, in the In^in- 
cy of Arts, amidft Ignorance and Barbarity. That 
Barbarity firft makes way for military Improve- 
ments, which naturally produce Incurfions, Plun- 
der, and fuch Inftances of Inhumanity, as you have 
reprefented in Per^JoSive on t'other fide the Plate. 
Herb I inicn<kd to conclude my Letter : The 
Emblems are explained. What more is to be done? 
To moralize^^and draw Inferences from the Ex- 
plication — ? No — but only to obferve a ftrangc 
fitrt of Likenels between ancient' and modem 
Superftition. — .A Paffion diffufed thro' all Ages 
,' and Generations, and afting uniformly, however 
its Obje£b may be varied. The Circumftance 
of the preceding Allegories that makes me iky 
fo is this : The Gods of the Ancients, you fee, 
appear in a double Light ; as the Parts and Powers 
of Nature to the Philofophers, as real Perfons to 
the Vulgar ; the former underftood and admired 
them 
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them with a decent Veneration ; the latterLett. 8. 
dreaded and adored them with a blind Devotion, '—v**' 
Has not the fame thing happened in modem re- 
ligious Matters ? Are tlure not many Parables and 
Prophecies well underl^ood and juftly explained 
by ^e wife and knowing, that are groisly ihock- 
ing, in their literal Signi6catton, and yet greedily 
fofwallowed by the unthinking Vulgar? Arcthere 
not many Images, Reiicks, Wafers, Agnus-Dei's, 
and other lacred Utenfils among the Appendages 
of Devotion, that were never worfluf^icd by a 
Bejfarim nor a Bemho^ by a Borromeo nor a 
Sar^i; but whkh the fiir greater Part of thofc 
who arrogate to themfelves the Name of Catho- 
lics abfurdly adore ? Some worihipping them as 
realpre(entZ>mm>/W(<3}, and others reverencing 
them as fomething Jivine I And yet thde very 
People would be apt to laugh at an Egyptian^ 
we may fuppofe, forwohbi[^ing, or worlhipping 
^ore an emblematical Figure of a Daty with 
a Dog's Head, or a Hawk's, or a WolTs i defer- 
vedly, to be fure, but at the £mie time moft in- 
conOftendy with themfelves : And even the betur 
ibrt of them as Inconfiftently imagine that the 
learned and thinking Part of the Egyptians be- 
lieved their Gods to have in reality thefe difn- 
milar monftrous Shapes : That the Mendejian '■ 
Sages, for inftance, really believed their God Pan 
to have the Limbs of a Goat, or that they indeed 
worshipped 

(■«) Sie HomineG novere Dm, quos «rdau« ^ther 
OcciUit, et colitWpro Jove FORMA Jovis. 

Ovid de PoNTO, £|>ift. VIII. 
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Ijttt. 8. worshipped that Animal as a Deity. That the 
"-"■v—J Bulk of the People did lb, I make not the leaft 
doubt : But I will give you one convincing At' 
gument, that the better indrui^d Priellsand the 
more knowing of the Rulers did not ; an Argu- 
ment which will for ever baniih your Doubts, if . 
you had any, and pcrfuade you of the Truth of 
this feeming IVadox, * That the wife and learned 

* of the Ancients did not believe their Gods to be 

* Perfons, nor underftood literally their per&nal 
■ Qualities and Adventures.' For this purpofe, 
lend, ray Friend, an attentive Ear to a pious 
Prayer, and accompany with ferious Thought a 
iblemn Invocation : But firft, on the Wings of 
Fancy, again waft your felf to the ancient holy 
I^and, the Mother of Mylleries, and native Soil 
of mofl Religions that have prevailed on the 
Earth. Imagine you are lailing up the Mendejian 

: Branchjof the Nile in the Opening of the Spring, 
'"-•:. when the' vernal Gales firft be^ to invite Vege- 
tation, What Crouds,arc hailing joyous along the 
Banks? What a multitode of Boats full of Men 
and Women in their beft Attire cover the tvhole 
River! It is the grand Feftlval of the. ancient 
Pa n. See ! his auguft Temple thrown open j^ 
its Dome, orbicular like the Vault of Heaven, 
re-echoes to the leven-fold Reed — the Shrine is 
adorned — and the Goat-limbed God ftands dif-, 
covered in Majefty. The Altar begins to blaze— 
the naked Pricft approaches— he fills his Hands 
with faacd Incenfe, and lifts them reverent to- 
wards 
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wards the holy Place. The Mufic flops. The Lett. 8. 
attending Crouds fall proftrate on the ground : •— v*— ' 
He bows — he burns Incenfe— Hark — he prays ! 

Hymn. 

Pan ! 1 invoke : the mighty Gody — -the univer- 
fal Nature—the Heavens — the Sea — the all-mu- 
rijhing 'Earthy and the eternal Fire ; For theji 
are tfy Member s^ mighty Pan ! 

Come, tbou happy Source of ever-inheeling 
Motion — revolving with the circling Seafons-^ 
jiuthor of Generation — divine Enthufiafm^ and 
Soul-warming 'Tranfport !^^ Thou leufl among 
the Stars^ and leadyi in the Symphony of the Vni- 
verfe by thy alUchearing Song : — Thiu fcatterefl 

Vifiom and fudden Terrors among Mortals 

delight'Ji in the tow'ring Goat-fed Rock^ th 
Springs alfo and Paflures of the Earth I of 
Sight unerring-'^ Searcher of all Things-— Lover 
of the Echo of thy own eternal Harmony ■ All- 
begotten and all-begetting God I invoked under a 
tboufand Names-—- Supreme Govemour of the 
World — / Growth-giving— fruitful — Ught- 
bringing.Pffiverl co-operating with Moijlure— 
inhabiting the Receffes of Caves — dreadful in 
Wrathy true two-horned Jove ! 



By 
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Lett. 8. 

1 - - v w By Theb Earth'5 endlefi Plain -was firmly 
fixt: 
to thee tbeSa's Jeep-heaving Surge gives -way : 
And ancient Ocean'j Waves thy Voice obey. 
Who in his briny Bofom laps the Globe. 
Nor lefs the fleeting Air j the vital Draught 
that fans the Food of every living Thing : 
And even the high-enthron'd aH-Jpariling Eye 
Of ever-mounting Fire : Ihefe all divine, 
tho' various, run the Courfe, which tsov er- 

dain'fl ; 
And by thywond'rous Providence exchange 
their ftveral jarring Natures, to pmide 
Food for Mankind all o'er the boundlefs Earth. 

But bright Source ofEcflafy divine 
And Dance enthuflaflic, with our Vows 
Inhale thefe facred Odours, and veuchfafe 
to us an happy Exit of our Lives, 
Scatt'ring thy Panics to the Worlds End'. 

1 am. 

Yours, e'c. 
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nA''NA S(*Aw Hfuri^ii *, xoVftoio to ai[*irxt, 

Kii xup «3-«ua;T4ii * TaJe J/ap f^JAjj ffi t* Ilaiiioc 

'AiJ-o^fAfc, f3aia;^£UTa, ^'^''''^eE, etrfoSixnt, 

*»VTairiuii E7r»jiwJ'i, (piSu* lx.vixyht (3poTiiwv, 
*AiJ«ve'^oif ;^ai'ewii t^ua vsSaKCit riSi rt pn'raif, 

Hoiifrolpuiif, J-evfTaj TrauTwv, ToAui^uu^f (Talfiov, 

'A»rf03;«pifj p«pu'|tij|nf, (tXnSMf Ziu; a xff»r^f. 
2oi yap aiTEijEViev J/aiiiit ircJw i(-iipt)tloM, 
"'Eixd / a,xuiJ.xr}s jro'vTH to' |3ot3u(rwiifou vJw^, 
'^Kiauo't t; TTijiJ t'v Wairi }-o!r«v eAiWwv. 
"Afpicii Ti /xifie-p«, TfO^^i ^woio-iu iv«i'(rf*x, 

Bxi'vtt J'OEp twiTe 9ir« n-oAu'xflila tramr^ii K^nixsiif, 
AXAan-irnj Ji (pJOKf ■ardirruv Ta~s o-aiiri wpouowKf, 
BoVxuu duifiiiruv yii/iiiii >ui]' iviifovx xoVpov. 
'A>^Xix paxaj p3;x;^tuT«(p(Xa3-(t |3arir' (tI }^ot^xTi 
'Euit'foif olj/fliOii'ii J* oir*i7ou Pio'toib TtAiurrir, 
Hotvixoir ixiTfjLtTrwv oicpeu iwi TtffAeijai yxiv;, 

OP*EnS TMN02 lit nANA. 



" There it a Gap in this Verfe : I believe (he Word gSint, 
or 'gKiffia, has been bit. 



E2 LETTER 
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Lett. 9. 

""^ LETTER NINTH. 



D,gt,,-erihyGOOgle 



Letters concerning Mythology* 69 

That it had perhaps been better, to haveLett. g. 
avoided liftening to thofe Syrens at the Begin- *— w— J 
ning ; to have flopped his Ears with Wax, or 
turned off another Road, to efcape the bewitch- 
ing Charm : But, adds the poetical Prelate, if any 
one has not abftained at Hrfl, but ventured to 
liften to their alluring Voice, I cannot believe 
that he will afterwards eafily pals — , no not tho' 
he be bound with many a Chain : nor if he cou'd, 
do I think it would be wife or grateful lb to do. 
For if as they commonly reckon up feven Won- 
ders in the World worthy to be f.en, we could 
likewife afcertain the Number of Things moil 
worthy to he beard, the prime of them would 
undoubtedly be Homer's Iliad and Odyffey. 

But you, my Friend, are in no hazard ; you 
are too much in the Gayety of Life to be deeply 
ilrack with the Contemplation of any other than 
living Obje(3s of your own Species ; or if per- 
chance you ftiould be feized, as lately, with a 
thoughtful Fit, Quadrille, or a Vifit to r**** 
will cure you at any time. However, to banifh 
your Apprehenfions entirely, and upon more 
realbnable Grounds, I comply with your Defire, 
and fend you a fhort Account of the Nature and 
different Kinds of Mythology : and becaufe to a 
Mind not much accuftomed to abftradt Reafon- 
ing, bare Definitions are but dry Entertainment, 
an Example or two will bell delineate each Spe- 
(:ies of this mimical Art. 

E 3 MrTBctoar 
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Lett. 9. MrrnoLoor in general, is InJiruSlion con^ 
*■— 'v-^ foeyed m a Tale. A Fable or meer Legend 
without a Moral, or if you pleafe without a 
Meaning, can with little Propriety deierve the 
Name. But it is not ftritaiy confined to Nar- 
ration : Signs and Symbols are Ibmetimes brought 
in play, and Inftrudion is conveyed by Signifi- 
cant Ceremonies, and even by material Reprefen- 
tations. 

The firft and fimpleft flows from pure un- 
taught Nature j a Similitude, a Metaphor, is an 
Allegory in Embryo, which extended and ani- 
mated will become a perfedt Piece of full-grown 
Mythology. Take foran Example a vulgarSaying, 
The World's a Stage : How fimple in itfejf ; and 
yet how cafily enlarged ? • On this great Theater, 
^ would a Mythologift fay, a new Piece is play'd 

* every Day ; and he who yefterday was only a 

* Spedfator, ihall to-morrow become himfelf the 

* Subjedl of the Play : while Fortune fits abfo- 

* lute Miftrcfs of the Drama, difpofes of the 

* Parts at her Pleafure, and affigns the Charac- 
*■ ters of Kings or Coblcrs j Statefmen or Moun-* 

* tebanks. Buffoons or Bilhops as her Caprice 

* dictates : Then Ihiftlng the Scene, he who 

* lately appeared a ridiculous Mummer comes 
. * on a Monarch, a banifh'd Tyrant ftroUs about 
( * aBeggar, and a Swine-herd turns Cardinal and 

* fupreme Pontiff: Happy the Man, who, be it 

* high or low, a^s with Pepency his allotted 

! Part, 
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* Part, and retires applauded by the real JudgesLctt. 9. 

* in the Audience.' *— v— ^ 

Now Metaphor is the Produce of all Na- 
tions— efpecially of the Eaftern *i People given 
to Taciturnity, of ftrong Paflions, fiery Fancies, 
and therefore ieldom opening their Mouth, but 
in dark Sayings and myftic Parables. For Meta- 
phor is the Language of Pajjion j as^Simile is the 
Effect of a warm Imagination^ which when 
cooled and . regulated explains itfelf in diffufe 
Fable and elaborate Allegory. 

The fecond fort, and more properly defcrv- 
ing the Name of Mythology, are the admirable 
Efopic I'aleSt retaining the ancient Simplicity, 
but fo exquifitely adapted to the peculiar Inftinds 
of the Birds and Bealls he employs, and fojuft- 
ly applied to Life and Manners, that the natural 
La Fontaine's, the polite La Motte's, and even 
our ingenious Gay's Imitations, iho' highly enter- 
taining, only ferve to fhew the Phrygian to be 
inimitable. All their Wit, and various Refinings 
can not compenlate his elegant Simplicity. It is 
in eifeft the happieft way of Inftrudtion. The 
Mind eafily perceives the Moral ; and retains it 
with the fame Pleafure as the Memory preferves 
uneiFaced the Imagery in which it was conveyedj 
and their joint Imprellion is fo lading and perfua- 
five, and finds fuch ready accefs to the the raweft 
E 4 Fancies, 

• Thu?i with the Syrian Patriarch, Reubci is unliable sn Water, 
yudab a Lion's Whelp, IJfachar a bony Afs, Dan a Serpent by 
theWmy, Naphtbali aHind kt loofe, J^f'ph a fruitfuJ Branch, and 
Biigaiiiin a rending Wdf. 
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Lett. 9. Fancies, that it is propofed by the grand Cm-^ 
^'"^'f'^ noijfeur* in human Nature, as the propereft Me- 
thod to form the Minds of Children, that little 
moral Tales ihould be told them by their Mo^^ 
thers and Nurfcs as loon as they pan fpeak. Bpt 
as thefe enticing Tales, if of a bad Tendency, 
might lead young Minds to Vice j he is at great 
pains to give feme remarkable Reilriftions con-r 
cerning the Species of Tales he would alone have 
told. As hril, that no authorized Tale tdmCc bear 
That ever there w^ War in Heaven, or any 
Pifcord or unbecoming Paffion incident to the 
divine Nature : Then, that as the fupreme Being 
is always juft, good, and beneficent j no God 
muft ever be laid to be the caufe of any real 
III to Men : And laftly, fince the Deity is abfo- 
jutely one fimple Eflence, always true in Wor4 
and Deed, he neither transforms himfelf into 
various Shapes to appear to Men, nor does impofe 
upon our Senfes by empty Phantoms, much \t{^ 
deceive us by falfe Speeches or by fending delu. 
five Signs to Men whether afleep or awake. 
Wherefore the Gods muft never in any Tale, be 
reprefented as transforming themfclves like Jugr 
glers, or leading People aftray with any fort of 
Sophiftry in Words or Deeds {a). 

These 

• Great Tadge. 
(a) A" wijji ©EilN >^ \^m >^ weu'V, Mf /*«'« ceVi?; 

HAATflN. no^w. % 
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These Cautions were chiefly intended againft Lett. 9. 
Hejad, Homer ^ and E/chylus, out of whofe Poems ^--v-^ 
he produces Infl:ances of Tales unworthy of the 
divine Nature i and of whofe bewitching Imagery 
the Philofopher is fo apprehenfive, that he will 
not allow fuch Stories to be told to young Perfons 
neither -wttb an Allegory nor witbout one. ' For, 

* iays he^a young Creature is not capable of dif- 

* cerning what Parts of tlie Tale may be allego- 

* rical, 'and what not } while in the mean time 
' the Impreffions made at thefe Years on the 

* Imagination are fcarcely to be afterwards 

* wiped out ; but for the moft part remain indc- 

* lible during Life.* 

But the' thcfe larger Fables being generally 
detached Parts of the ancient Theology, were 
diiagreeable to the fevere Model of Education 
contrived by this moral Statefman, he wou'd 
have found no fault with his eloquent Country- 
man's {a) waving his keen Rhetoric for once, 
and telling the ^ibemans in Mfofs humble Strain, 
when Philip's, Son, the hereditary Enemy of their 
Liberty, demanded Eight of their leading Men 
to be delivered up to him, as the great Impedi- 
ments of mutual Amity. * On a tiine, faid the 

* Orator to his Fellow-Citizens, an Embaffy 

* came from the Wolves tq the Sheep, aflTuring 

* them that the Dogs attending them, were the 

* foleOccafionpf theWar: Wherefore if they 

« would 

(a) DBUosTiiEEits. 
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Lett. 9.* would give tbem up, all would be well, and 
'—"v— " land in lafting Peace. The Sheep were perfuad- 

* ed, gave up their Dc^s, and thenceforth the 

* Wolves devoured them at pleafure.' 

Of the iame kind was the honeft Apologue 
related hy Menenius u^gnppa, (Ambaffador from 
the Roman Senate to the mutinous Commons,) 
of the Djflenfion that arofe among the Mem- 
bers of the human Body, when the Feet and 
Hands refufed longer to toil for the idle Belly^ 
until they were almoft ftarved themfelves. May 
I acknowledge that I admire the Beauty of that 
fimple Tale beyond the moft elaborate Oration, 
recorded or rather framed by the excellent X;i?y ; 
who feems to me to have fpoke like a meer mo- 
dern Wit, when he fays that Agrippa^ intro- 
mijfus in Cajlra, prifco Ulo dicenM et horrido 
modo, nihil aliud quam hoc narraffe fertur, be- 
ing admitted into the Camp, to which the Com- 
mons had retired, is reported in the old rude ivay 
of talking to have only told ihem-~— the Story 
above-mentioned. Could the new-fadiioned 
polite one have contrived any thing patter, or 
more convincing ? Or, in the former Inftance, 
was it becaufe Demojlbenes found himfelf at a 
lofs, — becaufe his wonted Flow of Eloquence 
iailed him ■■, that he muft have recourfc to a Fable 
of Mfop's ? Were thofe glowing Images and 
ftriking Terms, that with his Voice and Gcfture 
feemcdThunders rather than Sounds, and Portents 
rather 
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rather than Pleadings, quite exhaufted ? Or did Lett. o. 
he imagine the little inftruitiveTale lels obnoxious '— v~^ 
to Envy, and more likely to perfuade the People of 
Athens than the moil pathetic Declamation he 
eouldhavemade? Butoneofthemoft beautiful and 
lively Specimens of this fame kind of Mythology 
is recorded in that great Treafure of Antiquity, 
as well as Religion, our facred Scripture. 

The j^fw(/i Patriarchs, like the Eaftcrn Mo- 
narchs, kept Seraglio's, and had great Numbers 
of Children ; and thefe Cliildren w^hsn they grew 
up, fometimes like the Sons of the Porte, mur- 
dered one another for the Succeifion. The brave 
Gideon had threefcore-and-eleven Sons; befides 
one by a fav'rite Miftrefs, he kept at Shechem. 
This afpiring Youth, foon after his Father's 
E>eath, found means to hire a Band of Ruffians, 
with vfhom he broke into his Father's Houfe, 
ieized his Brethren and killed them, threefcoi^- 
and-ten Perfons upon one Stone. But yotham 
the youngeft efcaped, and went and flood on the 
Top of a neighbouring Hill ; whence he called 
to the Men that had made his Baftard-Brother 
a King. * On a time, laid he, the Trees went 

* forth to anoint a King ; and they faid unto 

* the Olive-Tree, Reign thou over us. But the \ 

* Olive-Tree iaid unto them, Shall I leave my 

* Fatnefe, wherewith by me they honour God 

* and Man, and go to be promoted over tlie 
' Trees? And they faid to the Fig-tree, Come 

* thou 
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■ thou and reign over us. But the Fig-Tree 
' iaid unto them, Shalt I forlake my Sweetneis, 

* and my good Fruit, Euid go to be promoted 

* over the Trees ? Then ^d the Trees unto the 
' Vinef Come thou and reign over us. And the 

* Vine faid unto them. Shall I leave my Wine, 

* which cheereth God and Man, and go to be 

* promoted over the Trees ? Then feid all the 

* Trees unto the Bramble^ Come thou and reign 

* over us. . And the Bramble faid unto the Trees, 

* If in truth you anoint me King over you, then 

* come and put your truft in my Shadow i and 

* if not, let Fire come out of the Bramble and 

* devour the Cf(/a«o/' Lebanon.' 

I NAMED a third Sort of Mythology that 
would perhaps furprize you at firft hearing, and 
which will not, as was obfervcd, fell under the 
Definition ; it confifts in material Reprefenta- 
tkm of Virtue and Vice, or InftrmSion conveyed 
by IVood and Stone, inftead of a I'ale. Such, in 
fomc refpecS, are all the Badges or Enfigns of the 
Gods, when carved, or caft in Metal ; and fuch 
the fecret Symbols delivered to the initiated in 
their feveral Myfteries, which they carefully 
kept from vul^ Eyes, and only fhewed upon 
certain Signs, like Free«Mafons, to their Fellow- 
Adepts (4. But the Example that heft illuftrates 
this material Species of Mytholo^, contains at 
the fame time a beautiful Moral. It was the 
Temple of Honou r, which had no Entry of its 
own— ^ 

(a) See ^fuJtiuii Apology. 
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own — But the fole Paffage to it was thro* the Lett. 9. 
Temple of Virtue. Happy the Man who *— "v*-* 
truly worftiips in the/ry?, whether the Ignorance 
or Envy of his Cotemporaries permit him to 
reach the^fwa^ or notj where yet he will 
fooner or later certainly poflefs the Station due 
to his real Merit. 

Equally (ilent, and equally fignificant, was 
what We may properly call ritual Mytbobgy ; 
which tho' fometimes accompanied with confe- 
crated Forms of Speech, and efficacious unintel- 
ligible Sounds, asthc£/(fa^n;<j«MyftcriesU), yet 
the principal Part confifted in ABim, that is in 
the Prafti«: of certain Ceremonies in commemo- 
ration of a God or Hero; or even pointing out 
the moral Duties of Life. Moft of the religious 
PradHce of the Ancients, I mean the lacred Rites 
performed at Sacrifices, and annual Solemnities, 
were of the firft fort ; and many of the precile 
Egyptian Inftimtions, the Cretan Cuftoms, and 
Lycurgm' Laws, were of the fecond. Examples 
of all thefe, tho' they might entertain you, would 
lead us too far from our purpofe : The fliort Py- 
tbagorjc Precepts of Egyptian Original, and 
thoughtful Stamp, will at once fhew you the 
Spirit and Purpofe of this practical Mythology. 
Stir not the Fire with a SworJ, laid the folemn 
Philofopher j Step not over the Beam of a Ba- 
lance^ 

((t) The Initiated, having fijft been fufficiently teniSed, were 
inArafled out of the HETPliMA (two Stone- Tablets) and then 
diTmiflcd with thofe two wonder^ Words kots, umhas. 
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Lett. 9. lancey nor fit down upon a Bufljel. That \Sf 
•"■v-*^ ' Touch no deadly Weapon while you arc in 
' Paliion ; reverence Juftice in all your Condud: j 

* and remember there is a E)ay after To-morrow." 
Abfiain from Beans, continued the Sage, Eat not 
the Heart -, and touch not a Lyre with uniaaJh'J 
Hatids. That is, * Sin not againft Humanity in 

* any Shape ' ; Rack not your Mind with anxi- 

* ous Care ; nor attempt any thing rudely, that 

* requires Meafure and Confideration.' 

Had you feen one of the filcnt Fraternity 
Shrinking from the Touch of a Bean, or going as 
religioufly to waGi his Hands befwe he took 
down his Lyre, as a Pbarijee before he eat, his 
Circumfpedion muft have furprized you, and 
fet you a thinking what the Reafon of fuch Rites 
might be ; as, no doubt, the obferving them at- 
tentively was a daily Leffon to a thoughtful Py- 
thagorean. Stand not upon aThreJhoIdi but 
falute your Gates as you go out and come in ; and 
■when arrived on the Borders of a Country never 
turn back, for the F UR IE S are in the way j 
appear fimple, not to fay filly Prefcriptions of the 
iame great Mailer : But to his enlightened Fol- 
lowers they were hourly Admonitions of the 
Mifchiefs of Idlenefs and Irrefolution, of the 
Sweets of Retirement and Independency,, and of 

ftiil 

• The Ground of this Explication may be feen in Lucian'i- 
BlflN IlPAlII ; m Arijloxiimi, as quoted hy Ge/Hus ; \n Jri- 
_/!(jr/«'s Treatife OF BEANS, as qnOKAhy 'Diogenes Laertivt ; 
but moll evidently in Origen'% Philofophic Mifcellanies, where hft 
relates the Opinion of Zaketas the Cteldean. 

logic 
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ftill a more important Duty, to be contented Lett. 9, 
with their Life aad Lot ; nor vainly attempt to <—-■—-' 
return after they had run their Courfc; or foolifh- 
ly wifli for Things contrary to the Order of Na- 
ture and all-wife Deftination of R:ovidence. 

These, jwy Friend^ are fbme of the mimic 
Shapes which this grand Inftnidh^ formerly ; 
took to form the Minds and model the Manners 
of the human Race, in order to iit them for 
Society, that is for public and private Happinefe : 
But her brighteft Attire, the Garb in which flie 
Ihone, and at once commanded Love and Vene- ^ 
ration, remains yet undefcribed. 

It was a various enchanted Robe of triple 
Texture, with Heaven and Earth, Air and Sea, 
and all they contain, reprefented in every poffible ^ 
Attitude, varying as it changed Lights, and ac- . 
cording to the different Pofitions in which you 
held it to your Eye. The Hiftory of the Cre- 
ation, or Rifi of the JJni'oerfey what we call na- 
tural Pbilofophy, and the Ancients called Tbeo' 
gonVy was the Ground-work of the Garment. 
The Powers that govern the World, for which 
ff'e have no feparate Name, framed the Fi- 
gures and planned the Defign j while the Pajhns 
of Men, the Harmony of the human Breaft 
(moral Philofophy) gave the Glofs and Colouring, 
and as they languifli or glow, it is tarniihed and 
fades or bkwms with Life, and by a fecret Magic 
feepis 
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i.feemsat times to take fire, and' mount into d 

■'Blaze. 

This was the wondrous Robe long wore by 
the Power that enchanted Mankind, thattranf' 
formed them from Brutes and Savages into civi- 

; Jized Creatures ; and of Lions and Wolves made 
focial Men. It was She who led the Woods in 
a Dance, whofe Melody ftopt the Courfe of Rivers, 
and drew after her die Rocks obedient to her 
Song. Her Robe relplendcnt for upwards of a 
thouiand Years began to Jade twice that time ago, 
and Hnc^ then has been fb mangled,, patched and 
fpoil'd, that it has greatly loft its Virtue, and of 
late is fcarcely to be known. Wou'd you wifti 
to fee the Goddefs herfelf, who under its Cover 
performed fuch Wonders ? Her Power is re- 
trenched lince its Figures were effaced ; but her 
infpiring Spirit remains the fame. 

" Look yonder, then, as the Mythologift 
*' points; Observe that noble Appearance, 
" that fine Figure of a Woman, fitting majeftic in 
" her moving Chariot ! What a dazzling Splen- 
" dour furrounds her ! a Mixture of Gayety and 
** Sweetneis o'erfpreads her whole Perfon. Her 
" Face is for ever covered with a thin flowing 
" Veil, thro' whofe tranfparent Texture you 
*' can perceive an Ecftafy in her Looks, which 
" at times increafes, and cnflamed by degrees, 
*'V draws to a divine Fury j then in a little, fub- 
" fides to a milder Joy, and contemplative Plea- 
" fure. But fee I How ftie changes! Bleferne! 
I "Her 
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■• Her Features alter: her Pofture varies : her Lett. 9. 
" Eyes dart Amazement and Rapture : het '— v— ' 
*' whole Perfon is in commotion : What is 
*' Jhe about ? Her Looks are eagerly 6xcd 
*' upon a ftrange Reprefentation, a J^angkd 
** kind of Sphere flie holds in her band, with 
" an Infcription *T2I2 (Nature) She 
" is perpetually turning it oU all fides 1 viewing 
" it, now near, now at a diftance ; fometimes 
" held direift, fometimes oblique, fometimes 
•• fteady, fometimes paffing. As Ibe turns it, . 
** new Figures appear } ,and as they appear, 
" Cameleon-like, the Goddefe changes Colour, 
, •* Attitude and Mien. What is it (he cafts a 
** Iquiut Eye upon in her other hand, ftealing 
*' a Sidc-GIance of it in the midft of her Ecftafy ? 
" A m^erims Tablet-, bearing fome harmonic 
** Refemblance to the other Reprefentation ; but 
■• varioufly traced with equal and unequal Num- 
•* bcrs, fix^ five^ three, eleven, and PTSMOS 
" in the middle'. Sec! fbe lifts her Eyes fioni 
*' it, and fecms attentive to a muttered Sound. 
" She liftens, {he looks at the Tablet, and 
•* by turns, ecftatic views her Ideal-Orb. A 
" ftill Voice behind her utters NOM02 «nd 
*' APMONIA, (Measure and Harmony) 
" and £he ilarts, and changes PoAure at the 
F '< Name. 

• Neither Epgli/h ppf Latin aiFord 3 Tenn equivalent to 
tbiS' Ic exprefles thjc Likened which the Nwk^i of a Verie 
ought CO *bcar t« the Faffim it pamta : A Siioilitude between 
Seme and Soued. 
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Name. Garlands of Laurel, Myrtle and 
' Ivy hang all around her reftlefc Car ; which 
" the Multitude of her Followers greedily 
*' fnatch at, but frequently In vain : For her 
" infeparable Attendant nEIdn (Persua- 
•' SioN) muft firft be wOn, ere a Twig of 
" them will detach from the inchanted Cha- 
" riot i which is bcfidcs guarded by a Chorus 
** of coy Virgins, * inacceilible without a Re- 
" commendation from jipolk, Cytherea^ or Be- 
" mele's Son." 

View here, my Friend, at your lelfiire, 
the Pi*5ture of the Parent of real Mythology. 
She was affociated by PhiloibjJiy in the great 
Work of civilizing the rude Tribes of unin- 
ftrufted Men. Her Robe of triple Tifllie, you 
will find to be, A Talc, monftrous, yet mov-- 
ing, of feigned allegorical Perfonages engaged 
in Adion, and fpeaking and performing {b 
much in Charafler, as at once to reprefent 
CaufeSj narrate TranfaBionSy and irrefiftibly 
tonvey Inftru6iion to the Mind, by ftriking the 
Fancy, and winning the Heart. / am. 
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Lett.io. 



LETTER TENTH. 

k O you never remember, my dearFricnd ! 
m , J to have read with Wonder the Mantuan 
Bard's Account of the Source of Life, and the 
Origin of Men ? 



D 



Principio Ctelum ac Terras ^ Campofque liquentets 
Lucmtemque Globum Luna^ Titaniaque Aftra 
Spiritus intki alit. 

Your laft Letter brought the conclufive Stroke 
of this Defeription frefli to my Mind. ' Now, 

* faid I, Mr. * * * * is certainly not only 

* quite recovered, but his Genius blooms j ' 

* here he, is in Spirit, if not in Perfon ': 

* The noble Sentiment and elegant Fancy 

' paint the Gentleman ; Kindnefs and Candour ' 

' charafterize the Friend in every Sentence. ' 

* His Letter breathes a refined Gocadnefs, and ' 

* fliews every lovely Feature of his Mind : He 

* has wrote it with Pleafure, and I find it in-' 
' feils me : What a bewitching thing is a real' 
' Friend ! How attradtive, when his Worth is ' 

* polifhed ) render'd am'iatde by Good-nature, 

F z ' humane 

• Quid miriim nofcere Muodum . 

Si pofliint Homines, i^uibus eft & Mundus in tpfu ; 
fixempluni^ue Dd quifqu« cA iq Imagine parva. 
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' humane by Condefcenfion, and exalted by i. 
■ comprehenfive View of Ages paft, with all 

* the various fhiftiiig Scenes of the unchangeable 

* Theater of Nature ? ' 

Th e Egyptian Doftrine concerning Frome-^ 
theus, which I formerly tranlcribed, might well 
ierve for an Example of the Power of Fiction 
and Allegory. But fiuce you wifh for another, 
with great Pleafure will I contribute to yowt 
Entertainment, and give it from one of the Fa- 
thers of the Grecian Poetry *. 

He firfl: invokes the Mufes, who inhabit the 
heavenly Manfions, and whofe wonderful Gene- 
ration and Birth he had formerly fung. He 
calls them the divine Daughters of yove, that 
bring Oblivion of 111, and Refpite from Care.. 
' Happy the Man whom they love ! for a Strain 

* fo fweetly-foothing flows from his Lips, that 

* if any one be opprefied with Grief, his Heart 

* pierced with ftiarp Affliction j and a B&rd, 

* the Minifter of the Mufes, fit by him and fing 

* the glorious Deeds of the ancient Heroes, or 

* celeste the bleHed Gods the Lords of Hea- 

* ven } immediately he forgets his Woe, his Sor- 

* rows evanifh ; for the Gifts of the Muies drive 

* them all away. 

• Tell, ye celeftial Powers! continues the- 

* Poet, How firfl: the Gods, and World was 

* made? The Riven and boundlels Sea, with 

* its raging Suige? How the brig^t-fliiniijg Stars, 

* and 

*-H[s>iOB m hiiTMSoeaiTY. 
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* and wide-ftretched Heaven above, and allLett.io. 
' the Go</r that fprung from them. Givers of ' — '"'-^ 

* good Things ? 

^e Anfwer of the Mufes. 

" FiRSTOF ALL exjsttdCHAOS I Ncxt 
" in order the broad-bofomed Earth, (Mat- 
" terj) and then Love appeared, the moft 
" beautiful of the Immortals. Of Ch ads 

*' fprung Erebos and dufliy Night, and c£ 
" Nigbt and Erebus cams Ether and fmi- 
*' ling Pay.' But firft the Earth produced 
•* the ftarry Heaven commenfurate to faer^- 
*' felf, and the barren Sea, without mutual 
^' Loyej then conjoined with CWaj (the Hea- 
** yen) flic bore the tremendous Titans* 
■*' after whom Time, crooked in Counfel, 
" was produced, the youngeft and moft dreadr 
** ful of her Children." The Cyclops were 
** next engendered, Brontes {Thunder) Ste- 
" ROPES, {Lightening) and Arges, the can-- ' 
" dent Bolt." Bcfides thefe, three other rue- 
ful Sons were born to Heaven and Earth, 
Cotui ', Briareus \ and Gyges % with fif- 
ty Heads and an hundred Hands, haugh^, 
hateful, at enmity with their Parent from the 
F 3 moment 

^ • The Sreaitr, the Diftreyer % it is [he P:!r:;eiplc in Cat of 
"np fregit, commiiiuit, contudit, ^ Imfetnoai Violence; it 
is from bI'IaH and PEfl- ' Hid in the Eaitb, i^iinpf.^ from 
the Gri>uJi4; from faO and rn- We would twnflnte tlie three 
Brothers, ERUfTiON) Hurrican;!, and EASTHquAKE. 

1, Google 
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Lctt.io. moment of their Birth: for which Caufe, as 
^■—"'r''^ foon as they appeared he hid them in the Grottoes 
of the Earth, and never permitted them to fee 
the Light. But Saturn, (T/OTf) with his ada- 
mantine Si^the, having bereaved his Father, the 
Heaven, of the Power of further Generation, 
, monilrous Births fprung of the Remains of his 
; Vigour, half formed, unnatural ProdudJons, 
the Furies and the Giants. Mean while O- 
cean % married to 7etl^s '', the eldeft of the 
Aliens, produced the Rivers and Fountains, 
with three thouiand Daughters, the OceanideSy 
Properties and Produftions of Moifiure ; and 
Heaven's ufurping Son Time marrying the fe- 
cond Sifter Rhea, had three female Children, 
Vejia^ Ceres, and yuno, and as many Males, 
Pluto, Neftune, and defigniug Jove, Father 
of the Gods and Men c, 
/ No fooner was this fovereign Source of Life 

j brought fortli, that is, difembaraffed of hctero- 
\ gencous Parts, than he feized the Reins of the 
' Univerfe, which under him affumed at laft a 
flable, everlafting Form. For affociating with 
Metis ^ by her fupreme Diredion, he re- 
called his inhuman Parent's Progeny to light, 

and 

' T}id£tj, or the Source of Moifturb ^ Ttrmeiuatian ; 

Loam ; the 'iXoj s-fwIoj-H-JTr ; from D^O, lith. Slime. 

' ZHNA TE MHTIOENTA, GEflN OATHP HAE 
KAI ANAPHN. 

" MHTIS, Counfcl, Contrivance, Thought, 
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and fettled his congenial Powers each in their Lett. lo- 
refpedtive Dignity : Cerei to frudify the Earth ; "— w-*J 
Juno to impregnate the Air > Neptune to rule 
the Sea ; and Pluto to reign in the Regions 
below i while Saturn's firft-born Vejla remain'd 
unmoved, the coercive Band of the immenfe 
Machine *. But in this Settlement he met with 
cruel Oppofition : The Titan-Gods " com- 
bined againft him, and in a long and furious 
War endeavoured to drive him from the 
Throne of Heaven, and reverie thefe recent 
Dignities of the upftart Satumian Race. And 
now the mighty Frame with horrid Crafli had 
again iallen into its priftine Chaos, if prompted 
by his all-wife Aviate he had not firft made 
his kindred-Gpds Partakers with himfelf of 
Neftar and Ambrofia ' ; and then releaicd 
from darkfomc Durance the predominant ig- 
neous Powers, Sous of Heaven and Earth, 
Cotuiy Briareus and Gyges^ whom he called 
up to Light, and made his Allies in the War. 
Ey their irrefiftible Strength he at laft van- 
quiflied the Titan-Gods, and confined them 
faft bound to a Prifon wafte and wild, as far 
F 4 under 

• See above, pagp 

! It b their proper Epithet, Titwes ®toV The Claj-GoJs, 
Properties of Matter. Hence, 

Qoeismeliote Lute finxit FrxcordiaTiTAH. 

^ Ihcbnsb apd Immortality. "lU;? CbaU. to burn In- 
eenfc has in Hiph. "iUpS Ektarj thence the Noun, with 
thefervilej. Nectar. AMBP02IA, iMMOftTALiTY, in 
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Leit.io under the Earth, as the Heaven is above it. A 
'— •*v*-'Bulwarkof Brafs, with three-fold Night brood- 
ing on its top, runs round it ; and its Gates of , 
Adamant are guarded by the fame three enor- 
mous Brothers, faithful Jaylors of all-nvghty 
Jave. Here are the Seeds of all things ; the 
Roots of the opaque Earth, of the barren Sea, 
and the Beginnings and Bounds of the various 
Orders of Being, all now fliut up by the Will 
of Jove in this botiomlefs Chafip, where Dark- 
nefs reigns, and Tcmpcfts rowl, tremendous to 
the Gods themfclves •. 

But Jove, now Lord of all, joined with 
TheM!s>, and begot firft the three eternal 
Fates, CJotho, Lachefii^ and Atropoi^ then 
the amiable Guides and Guardians of Life, Irenr^ 
Eummidj and Dice ' : Afterwards, married 
to Juno, he had two fair Daughters, He&e and 
Miifjya ^ j and two furious Sons, Mars ' 

and 

'EHhV waviwv nHFAI ^ nEIPAT' (W«v, 
'AjfaAKt, fufWMT** T« T( (-u/f«(ri SioiVep, 
XA2MA fi-ry. H2I0A. ©EOrON. 

^ It Jigniiies ihal PoJ^bttity w Afiitude arifing from the 
Nature of Things, wluch ncceflaiily connects them with the 
jFW of theit Exiftence. In Afliona Themis is the Source of 
Law ; V dvS^icv ccyc^df n pw Xusi, i-Se xx^i^u. 
wid in Piediaipns of Truth. Her Oracle* were the moft ancient 
jn the World. ' Peace, Good Order, and Justice. 

t Youth, andTsKMiNC. 

' Mars, aphz, the Plvnderer, the Spoiler by Vio- 
lence. ' It is plainly fiom Xy^U Pr;edo fortis, truculentus, Ty- 
fannus. To a Wefiem Tliroac tliis is jufi Arez. Plunder was 
yie Origin of War. 
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and Vulcan % the Gods of War and Fire.Lett.io- 
Of Latona '' famed for fable Locks, he ' — v--* 

had 

■ VuL-KAH, I coDJefturc to have come from a Tranfpofi- 
tion of the Vowck of IT|D'7ya Bal-kiuw, the Lord Kiim; 
the Eaftem Tdol mentioned by one of the Je'uip Prophets, and 
joined with MoUih, whom the Rabbjns, with good reafon, cake 
to be Satam. It wu cuRonury among the Eafterns to add 
Baal, or LotD, to the proper Name of their Godj, as the La- 
lini added Pattr, in Jupilir, MarJ^iter, Dii/piUi, Libtrpatrr, 
Jant-pattr* ! isfe. The Repetition of it was fo frequent be- 
ibie their numerous Deities, that our Sacred Writers generally 
mention them in the plural Number Qyl/Il the Baalim, or 
LoKDsf. Another Prophet (i) reproaches the y<i«/& Women 
with malting Kiiuaiti, wnich the Targum explains to be Tarts 
or Cakes offered to the Hoft of Heaven ; and to this Daji the 
Arah) and Fcrfians call Saturn (jJjiaSs Kaj^^an^ from a 
Word that Jlgnifies the Source of Being and Existence, Now 
Vulcan, fays Heroi&tiit, was among the oldeft and moft ho 
noured of the Egyptian Gods ; and by their Neighbours the J/Q- 
riam and Phenidani, was identifieJ with Saturn and the Sun, 
becauft of their fimilar Nature. Lingua Punica Bal Dtui 
Mcitmr : afad AJfyrias autea Bel dtatitr quadam facrortim ra^ 
Horn, WSaturnus&Sol, fays Servius, on occalion of J//nj's 
Cup, mentioned by Virgil. This quddant ralione /acrenm, in , 
ancient Theology, is as wide m Riafin of Stale ai modern Poli- 
tics, and therefore as hard to be afcertained. The F.ift ia 
however certain, that feveral Gods were denominated f-om one 
and the &me Subjeft, Thus .Luna, Hecate and Diana were 
three different GoddeiTes all rcprefenting one Phnet, the Moon i 
and Orus, Apalh, Phabus, Hyptrion, wi h many more were 
denominated from the Son ; in whom a very learne^i and inge- 
nioua Man has lately attempted to fhew that ail the Gods of 
Antiquity center (a). The Authorof the Alexandrian Clironic!o 
writes that Jupiter hid a Son by Juna, on C^iiiix^t B?Ao\-, 
whom he named Belus; (certainly one of the Vl^P) Ar^ 



• . Ut nemo fit noftrilm, quin Pater optimu' DivGm, 
Ut Neplunu' Pater, Liben, Saturnu' Pater, Mars, 
Jann', Quirinu' Pater, omiue dicamur ad unum. 

s apud Laflant. Div. Inft. Lib.IV. J. 3. 



■f- See the excelleni Seldeu de Ks Syris, Syntag. IL 
{]) Jekemiam. (;} Gilb. ^tiperiHARPOCKJ 



RPOCKATES. 
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Lett.io.had the brighteft of the Imtnortab, Apolh and 
*-— V— ' i)/i2nfl i and by the blooming Djone, the 

youDgeil 

Hamtr makes Vulcan himfelf tell how he was tofled from Heaven 
by his apgry Father, «ire BiA? btr^sslaio^ which the Com- 
mentaiors explain tw wejto^ou t« di^fp^ j^ tSv dfem, 
the Circuinfcrtiire of the Hea-otH andStan. Ail this I talce to be 
Traces of the jijjyrian Doftrine concerning the oldeft of the Gods, 
which we have from Eupolmau, in thefe remarkable Wordt^ 
B«p!J?.iBV.'a( Aiftiii TTfilou yni^M BHAON, om Xivxi Kfoww. 
u tb'Im Si -yiviSca BHAON *; Xkwiav (r). Here are two 
Gods, Father and Son, both Baals, (Lords) the eldeRSalvnf 
and [he SiDi, and the youngcft hiaOffspring/lV^ (2.) Bal-Kiui« 
therefore, or Bvl-Kan, is the Lord Fire, the Child of the 
Sun; jufl as he is in Greei, or rather Syriac, H*A12T0S, 
»TWH ^ZV, Father-Eire. The Andents fuppofed he wa» 
tranfmitte'd to Earth in a Shot-Star, whiti fliould bavp 
kindled the Vulcano's in Lernnes, upon which they built the 
FaCle put in his Mouth by Homer. The Orphic Initiations s^ 
pointing a God, or the Aiiribute of 3 God to every Sphere, give 
Pericytnitts to the Sphere of Saturn, which the learned Bochart 
derives from KiuN, his Eaflem Name; The real wandering 
Js^jj, Benjamin, oneof the greatcftTravellersofthe Eaft, has 
this curious JDefcription of the Solar Worihip in his Itinerary. 
' There is a People, %s he, of the Pofterity of C4m, addiSedto 
' the Contemplation of the Stm ; they worihip the San as a 
' God, and the whole Country for 1^ a Niile round their 

* Town, is filled with great Altars dedicated to him. By the 
' Dawn of Morn they get up, and run out of Town to wait the 
' rifing SuD, to whom on every Altar there is a confecrate<f 

* J-mage, not in Likenefs of a Man, but of the Solar Orh, 
' framed by magic An, Thefe Orbs, as foon as the Sun rifes, 
' take fire, and refound with 3 great Noife, while every body 
' there. Men and Women, hold Cenfers in their Hands, and all 
' bum Incenfe to the Sun.' One would fufpeft thefe Orbs to 
have been filled with fome nitrous Compofition, and kiodled by 
a CoUeflion of the Rays. It nicely explains, not the Shrine of 
fifclecii, which is eafily underlloo<l to be a portable Tabernacle, 
fiichai was ufed by [he ijcy/rt'linj i hat the Imagi d/'Kiun, the 

Star 

(i) Apud Eufeb. Prai^rat. Evang. Lib. IX. 
(z) Hypetionem alii Fatrtm Solis, a^i iyim, quod eat fuper 
Terras ita appellfittun putabant. 

Festits. 
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youngeft of the Titan-Sifters % was laft of allLett.io. 
made Father of Venus ^^ the Goddefs of*— v— J 
Beauty, 

ilTKt.«fyBurGBJs, •wbiebyM havi made Iey9ur/el-vci. (i) This 
Piece of Idolatty committed by the Jiiuf in the WiWcmefs, foon 
after thej had come out of Egypt, and on the Bonders of the Sun's 
Votaries, the Pofterity of C&j, u not, as I remember, recorded 
in the Pentateuch. 

* The common Opinion derives Laiena very juftly from 
AHSH, Oblivion or Night: the obfoletc Griei Verb Ar^^u, 
the LatiH lalt», have the lame Original I3K7 Laat, Latmt, 
whence, as Dida is formed from nn diUam, being the Feminine 
of David, fo MiinLaio, (Obfcurity) the Gr«^ Name of La- 
tana, b fcnnedofDl'7. 

' DiONE is a formal Participle of the Syriae tlJl dtaab, 
ortm tfi, eluxii, i^fXafi-J/f, Thence T^JT Uhjlris, and 
Hn^^"^ Dmiiahe Dione. And hence, I judge, not from 
L_io apprapjnquavk, [with which it lias no Connexion) the 
Arah, w^- fpeak a Dialeft of the fame Language, and have 
[^arrowed the Syrian Charaflers, call the World itfclf \.i-«'(j 
Dunia, MunduJ. ■ 

* Venus: befides the numbcrlcA Ural Divinities of this 
Name, and befides the ctleftial and vulgar Vemis, denominated ' 
£om human Paffions, there were two original Powers acknow- 
ledged by the firft Mythologifts ; the eldeft the Chi'.dof Celus,- 

er Eft Produflion of the Heaven, when ullrated by Time, and 
therefore of the TV/us-Race, who bore her Part in the Pro- 
duSion of the Univerie ; the yotjngeft the Daiigiitcr of Jupiter 
and Dione ; the Power arifing from the vivifying erhereal Spirit, 
aflinguponthePlenitudeofMatter. The former brought forth 
the World, and all it contains according to Orphfuj. " All 
" Things, lays he, are of Thee ; Thou cemented'ft tlie Uni- 
" verle: Thou fwr.y'ft the threefold Fates: Thou generates 
" whatever b in the Heaven abovr, on the teeming Earth below, 
" or in the Depths of th' unfachomed Sea." This is (he whom 
Epipunidei, the Cretan Sage, makes the Daughter of ^arur« and 
EwiBmia [2), that is of Time and GoodOkuer. The btter, 

(i) Amos V. -f. 26. On which fee the moft leamad and li- 
teralpf the Jennie Commentators, R. SJemo Btn y.duh, in his 

WrV«1'' -fETNOMIKN S«?.(^^av KFON02 h- 
'E» tJ %a.».w>^^ yimt xg'^tfii A4P0AITH, 



,,-erihyGOOglC 



9 2 Letters concerning Mythology. 

l,ett.io. Beauty, the Perfedion of the Creation, thege. 
*—•*"*' nial Power prefiding over the Propagation of 
every Species of Being. And now, every Power 
being confined to its proper Province, Harmony 
henceforth enfued in Heaven, and good Order 
prevailed upon Earth, while all-mighty yove 
holds the Reins of the Univerfe in his unerring 
Hand, Parent of Gods and Ruler of Men <=. 

Such was the portentous Tale told by the 
primitive Sages for the Inftrudion and Reftraint 
of ignorant barbarous Mortals j rude like them 

in 

ariflng immediately from falint Fermmtation, is wafted to Shot« 
by the Zephjri i nouriflied by the UPAI or Sea/am j landa at 
Cyprus, the molt benigo, delicious Spot on the Globe; and 
courted by all the Gods, is married M the Lord of Fire, As for 
her latin Name, t can fcarce conceive it fliould come a •vemtnA, 
quia Venus omnibus vfiuV (i), or from the Siceolh Bimtb, tlie 
Tents of the Women about the Temple of Mylitta at Eatylaa (z). 
But it is probably one of the Names of the Gods carried over to 
Jtaly by the firft Grttian Colonies: The Baatiaiu called a 
Woman Banna. So &ys Befyebius the Lexicographer. 
(ixinx^ ^utn uVe Boiwlw. Venus therefore will ii^ify the 
Deity of IVtman, or Female Nature; which indeed may 
very well have been formed from the Pbenieian niJtH Betutb 
Daughter! : Since it is certain chit many of the RamaH Names of 
the Gods, whether brought over by the LySani, or by the early 
Grtnan Colonies, are of Phrygian or Pbiuician Extraction, not 
in the leiA refembling their Grecian Appellations. Saturn, 
Cent, Valcan, Neptune, Diana, Fenus, are all evident Proo6 (rf 
this ; and even the Gnek Name of the laU-mentioned Goddefi, 
A*POAITH, tho' purely, one flwuU think, of Weftem Com- 
pofition, yet one of the greatell Men Eio-ope ever produced, takes 
ittobethe^jnarFemimncof HlpS Peor, WHTtyBH Apheo- 

RETHA (3J. ''■'■' 

•HSIOA. ©EOrONlA. AwoMeJoj. (3teA.!^. PiS, «, 

(i) CtcERo deNaturaDeorum. 

fz) Selden de Dis Syria. 

(i) Hue. Gi^oTius ad Deuteron. 
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in its Struaure, and unojuth and cruel in its Lctt.io. 
Circumftances. How well it was otherwife *-"%— ^ 
fitted to ferve that noble End of civilizing Na- 
tions, and bringing them to a Belief and Re* 
verence of an invifiblc Power or Powers above 
them, who protect the pious and the jnft, and 
irremiflibly puniih the oppreffive and impious, 
I will not even enquire : nor will I take upon 
me to give you my particular Senfe of its Mean- 
ing. Perfons of warm Fancies are apt to mea- 
fure others by themfelvcs, and to fulpeit that 
an Attachment to any one Subjeft will tempt 
its Admirer to affiil its natural Imperfeiflionst 
and enable him to call ui^afoiry kind of Cre- 
ation out of the moitlmmeaning Materials. To 
obviate any fuch Surmiie, I beg leave to tranf- 
fcribe the Opinions of two great Men, not Co 
much to be regarded in the prefent cafe for thdr 
Learning and Genius, tho' eminent in both, as 
that each of them having ftruck out a new 
Track in Philoibphy, their Attempts to efta- 
blifh their fiivourite Notions, at the fame time 
illuibate the Doi^rine of the Ancients without 
Partiality^ and <Mie of them indeed without 
Dejigm They will fliew you that I am nei- 
ther fingalar nor fancifiil in fuppofing, * That 

• the old Sages impofed no particular Perfon or 

• Character upon their primary Gods, nor in- 
' tenwove thofe Charafls^ ip a Tale, without a 
f Meamino.' 

Ths 
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Lett.io. The firft of theie eminent Men, after hav- 
»— v™ ing given an ingenious Account of the Creation 
of the World, (whether ftridly true, or inter- 
mixed with Illulions, is not to our purpofc) 
feems upon a Review of his own Theory to 
have difcovered its Affinity with the myfterious 
mythological Traditions of the Poets. • In re- 

* trieving, iays he, the Notion of the prinicval 

* Earth, and the Dodtrine depending upon it, 

* we have, methinks, unexpedtedly caft a Light 
' upon all Antiquity.' To begin with their 

ancient Chaos: " They tell us of moral 

" Principles in the confufed Mafs, inftead of 
" natural ones j of Strife, and Di/cord, and 
" Divifion,.oT\ theonehand ; andZsv^, Friend- 
" Jhip, and Venus, on the other i and after a 
" long Struggle, Love got the better of D//^ 
" cord, and united the dilagreeing Prindplcs. 
" Then they proceeded to explain the Forma- 
« tion of the World in a kind of Genealogy or 
«' Pedigree. Chaos was the common Parent 
" of all I and from Chaos fprung firft Nigbi 
" zn6. Tartarus, or Oceanus: Night was a 
" teeming Mother, and of her were born 
" Ether and the Earth ; the Earth conceived 
" by the Influences of the Ether, and brought 
« fiartb Man, and all Animals." 

* Tho* this feem to be a poetical Fiftion 
' rather than Philoii^hy ; yet, when fet in a 

* true Light, and compared with o«r Theory 

* of the G&tfOJ, it appears to be a pretty regular 

* Jscmntt 
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■ Account, How the World was formed Lett.io, 
' at firft J or How the Ch Aosdivided itfelf fuc- •— v-~* 
« ceffively into fcvcral Regions, rifmg one after 

* another, and propagated one from another, as 

* Children and Pofterity from a common Pa- 

* rent. We fhewed how the Cbacs from an 

* uniform Mais wrought itfelf into fcveral Re- 

* gions or Elements, the grofleft Part finking 

* to the Center j upon this lay the Mafs of 

* Water, and over the Water was a Region of 

* dark, impure, caliginous Air j this impure 
' caliginous Air, is that which the Ancients call 

* Night ; and the Mais of Water, Oceanus 

* or Tartarus: for thefe two Terms with them, 

* are often of the like Force, Tartarus being 

* Oceanus enclofcd and lock'd up: Thus wc 

* have the firft Offspring of the Cbaos^ or its 

* firft-born Twins Nox and Oceanus.' 

' Now this turbid Ait purifying itfelf by 

* degrees, as the more fubtile Parts flew up- 

* wiirds, and compofed the Ether, fo the 

* earthly Parts that were mixed with it, dropped 

* down upon the Surfece of the Water, or the 
' liquid Mafe; and that Mafs on the other 

* hand, fending up its lighter, or more oily 
' Parts towards its Surface, thefe two incorpo- 

* rate there, and by their Union and Mixture, 

* compofe a Body of Earth quite round the 
' Mais of Waters, and this was the firft habi- 

* taWe Earth; which as it was, you fee, the 

* Daughter of Nox and Oceanus^ fo it was the 

' Mother 
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Lcttio.* Mother of all other things, and of all living 
"—v-"^' Creatures, which at the Beginning of the 
' World fprung out of its fruitful Womb.' 
* This Dodtrine of the Chaos i^& Andents 

* called their Theogonia, or the Genealogy 

* of the GoJs : For they gave . their Gods, at 
' leaft their terreftrial Gods, an Original and 
•' Beginning, and all the Eleinents^ and greater 

* Portions of A'ij/arf, they made Gods and God- 

* defies } or their Deities prefided over them 
*. in fuch a manner, that the Names were ufed 

* promifcuoufiy for one another. We alfomen- 

* tioned before, fome moral Principles which 
' they placed in the Chaos, £r;j, and JSrw, 

* Strife, Difcord and Diiaffedion, which pre- 

* vailed at firft ; but afterwards Love^ Kindnefi 

* and Union got the upper hand j and in ipite. 

* of thofe faftious and dividing Principles, ga- 

* thered together the feparated Elements, and 

* united them into an habitable World. This 

* is all eafily underftood, if you will but look 

* upon the annexed Schemes of the rifing 

* World, being Draughts rep-efenting the va- 

* rious States thro' which the Earth paiTed 

* from ancient Chaos to the Deluge. For in the 

* firft univerlal CommotioD, after an inteiline 

* Struggle of all the Parts, the EUmtnts fepa- 

* rated fcoia one another into Q> many diAirvft 
< Bodies or Malles : and in this State and Poftute 

* Things ointioued a good while, which the 

• Ancients, 
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* Andents, after their poetic or moral wray, caWLett.io* 

* the Reign of Eris or Contention, erf" Hatred, '--v*^ 

* Slight, and Diiaffedion i and if Things had 

* always continued in that SyAem, we fiiou'd 

* never have had an habitable World. But 

* Love and Goodrnature conquered at length . 

* Venus rofe out of the Sea, and received 

* into her Bofom and entangled into her Em- 

* braces the fiiUing Ether, that is the Parts of 

* lighter Earth, which were mixed with the 

* Air in that firfl Separation, and gave it the 

* Name of I^igk: Thefe, I lay, fell down 

* upon the oily Parts of the Sea-Mafi, which 

* lay floating upon the Surfece of it, and by 

* that Union and ConjumSion, a new Body and 

* a new World was produced^ which was the 
' fvcik habitable Earth. 

* This is the Interpretation of their myftical 
' Philofophy of the Chaos, and the Refolution 

* of it into the plain natural Hiftory of the 

* Creation.* But after the great Bodies, or pri- 
mary Parts of the Univerfe were thus called out 
of the mighty Mafs, and ranged according to 
their feveral Natures, Inhabitants adapted to 
thefe Natures were to be produced, and pro- 
per Provifioa made for their Propagation. It^ 
was therefore the common Opinion of the An-, 
cients, that the new-formed Earth lately fe- 
vered from the Ether, and pregnant with cc- 
leftial Seed, no ^xner felt the genial Ray of 
die recent Sun, than flie teemed with every 
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Lett.io. various Species of living Creatures, and alTifted 
*""'v*^by Prometheus ox Providence^ brought forth 
their Prince and Ruler mortal Man j 

Sive hunc dhim Semine fecit 
Ule Opifex rerum, mundi melioris origo : 
Sive recens tellus^ fedu£faque nuper ab alfo 
JKtbere^ cognati rettnebat Semina Cceli % 
^amfatus lapetc, miflamfiumatibuiVniis^ 
FinxitineffigiemtmcderantumcunBaDewum', 

This was the poetic Account of the Pro- 
duction of Animals, which was followed by the 
fevereft Sed of the Philofophers, with this Pre- 
caution, that they would enter into no Detail, nor 
deicribe particularly the manner of their immedi- 
ate Generation ; as indeed they declined med- 
dling with the Cauies of the greater Part of the 
Produftions and Appearances of Nature becaufe 
of their Obfcurity *■. But in general they held, 

* That the Operations of Nature and Pro- 

* viDENCE were diredbed to one and the lame 

* End. That by Nature all Things tended and 

* inclined to the Center of the Univerfe, and 
' were conglobated around it : wherefwe the 

* thickeil and heavieA Body is the middlenloft, 

to 

•Ovri). MetamoT>h, Ijb. I. 

* na^ij yi^ irn ri at1toXeyix» vret^* «utw (ry 
nOSEIAilNIilJ >^ TO wftrerfXi^m* Svi^ ixxAnvo-w h 

. ZTPABAN. r£arPA«. BIB. A' 
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* to wit the Earthy and the next heavieft and Lett. 10. 

* ncareft to it, Wat^t- j being each a Globe, *— "v— ' 
^ the one iblid, and the other concave^ having the 

• EarA whhin it. But that Providence by 

• ifsiMWrfiiyifig Power tinder a thouiand Forms, 

• And ^n»du£tive of ten thoufiind various Ef- 
' hGt&^ in the iirft plarc intended Animals to 

• be forfttfd as fat more excellent tlian the other 

* PiiTS of tbe Creation ; and the prime of thcfe 

* AniK^^ K> be Gods and Men^ for whofe lake 
^ aJt the reft of the World was to be fet in 
' ordef. That to the Gods it had affigned 

* the Heaven as their Scat, and td Men the 

• Karth, the extreme Parts of the Uni- 
*■ vCrfe i the E^itremities of a dlobe being the 

• Center and Circumference. But lince the 
' Water lurronndcd the Etlrth, and that Man 

• is, not a Water but a Land-Animal, ftanding 

• in need of Air and much Light, Pr&oidence 

* contrived Eminences, and Depreflions in the 

* Eat-iby the latter capable of receiving the 

* whole df greater part of the Water formerly 
«' covering it's Surface, and the former fit for the 
' Habitation of the Human Race, And to hide 
•' under it the Water, except" what is neceC* 

• iary for the Plants and Animals defigned foF 

* the Ufe of Men.' So far the learned and 
Cautious Stoic *. 

G 2 Sot 

*Sr««»o, Lib. XVII. ^CYPTUJ. , , ,,_ 
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Lett. 10. But the great Parent of Medicine, one of 
^"•"^r^ the moft iagacious Minds that ever furvcyed the 
Works of Nature, goes a Step further, and de- 
livers his Sentiment of the Source of Life and 
Or^in of Animals with great SimpticiQr. * It 
' is mj Opinion, fays he, that what we callHE at 
' is both ioimortil, and views, and thinks, and 

* hears, and knows all things, both thin^ 

* that now are, and. that are to be hereafter.- 

* In the Beginning when all was in Confii^ 

* fion, the greater Part of this Hbat, ifluing 

* forth» mounted to the higheft Region of tho 

* Heavens j and this the Ancients feem to me 

* to have named the Ether. The next Portion 

* from below, called Earth, is cold and dry^ 
' and varioufly agitated, infome partsofwhicb 

* there was Ukewilc much Heat. The third 

* Portion, the Air^ occupied the middle Space, 

* being fomething warm and fluid : and the 

* fourdi, Water, the neareft to the Earth, be- 

* ing the moft humid and thickeft of them 

* all. While thefe therefore were all whirling 

* round in confufion, much Heat was left in 

* die Earth, in ibme Places more, in ibme le^- 

* and in others a very little ; but in number-- 

* lels Particles. Now it happened in proGe& 
' of time, that the Earth being dried by 

* the Heat, the included Portbns of it pro- 

* duced Putre&fiions, with Membranes as it 

* were, or Wrappers about themfelves. Thefe 

* being long cherished by the genial Warmth^ 

fucb 
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* fuch Parts of the included Mais as ronfiftedLett.io. 

* of thedrieft unftuous Subftance, with the leaft ^""^'"^ 

* Moifture, were quickly condenfed and turned 

* into Bones : But fuch Parts as were more 

* humid and vifcous, cou'd neither be con- 
f foUdated by the Heat, nor remain in a State 

* of Fluidity i and therefore affuming a Form 
f different from the reft, they became ftrong 

* Mufcles and Nprves. The Veins on the con- 

* trary cpntaining a cold watery Subftance, it's' 

* more glutinous Surface concofted by the Heat 

* turned into 3 Coat or Membrane, and the 

* remaining congealed Moifture, overcome by 
' the Warmth, was difiblved, and remained 

* a Fluid. In the fame manner the Throat, 

* the Stomach, the Belly and all the Entrails 

* of the Animal Body were compleated ^ 
Thele the Phyftcian enumerates, and defcribes 
their Fcvmation too minutely to be followed 
without Ibfing fight of our Purpole. 

You willobfefvc, that the Ancients afcribe 
this generative Power, to the new-formed Earth, 
lately ieparated from the other Element^ and 
retaining many Particles of vivifying etherial 
Fire. But the fanciful Arabs^ having received 
thisDoArine when they applied themielves to 
the Tranflation of the Grecian Authors, carried 
it a degree ftiU higher ; and feem to imagine it 
G 3 not 

kHiPPOCKATis.SECT. III. In th^littlc Trextilc whidifiMiw 
w31 h>ve iofinbcd Hip 4 Zogxu*, and othcn Jligi "AfX^v. 
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Lett.io.not impoHible, that in a benign Climate £)nie 

*— i^"" Parts of the Eartli, even in it's preTent coHt 

dition, may be ib tempered, as in a l«mg Courfe 

of Yean (God ib ordering it» and alfording the 

ianie Conqirrence he does in ordinaty OaiCr 

ration) to producp a perfed Animal. So iay$ 

the £unous E^ Sina^ whom ws call Aoicenha^ 

one of the four learned jirahs fofpefted of bang 

no found IJlamites c, for which he was ftrenuoufT 

ly refuted by his more Orthodox Countryman 

Ebn Sffjhd\ But another contemplative Genius 

ojE^ the £une Nation Ebn Tophail^ in hi» el^ant 

Letter publifhed by our excellent Dr. Pocock^ 

\a& adopted the fame Opinion, and buth upon it 

the Story of his felf-taught Philofophcr j a Man 

fpning from the Earth, who without ever fcc^ 

ing a human Creature, by Dint of Reafon, 

comes to the Knowledge of an Eternal nece^* 

(ilyexiftent Being, Creator and Ruler of alf, 

* We have been told by our pious An- 

* ceftors, &ys the hiam *, that among the hhnds 

* of IndiOt there is one, lying dire<51y under 
f the Line, where iW^ are produced without 

* Fatha* or Mother ; and in it there ^ows a 
' Tree, which inftcad of Fruit bears Women j 

* the £ime whom Almafudi calls the Dam&ls 

* of Wakwak, For of all the Re^ns of the 

* Earth 

* Believers in Jfdabmtt'a. Keligioi), called IJUmifm. 

* AVBRKOEt, 

* A Tide given to eminent Me* ip «st ProfeflionJiy.tlie ^tii j 
tKH coafiDcd to the Priefthood, 
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' fiarth that Ifland enjoys the haj^ieft Tem-Leu.io. 

* peilature 6f Air and Climate", by virtue of *— "v— ' 

* the pure lupreme Light rifing above it, and 

* fhedding it's Influences upon it. — Here, a 

* certain deprcflled Spot, having contraded Moi- 

* fiure, the Clay lying under it began to fcr- 

* ftient, and.fei'mentcd fo long until it acquired 

* the requifite Qualities of Rot and Cold^ Wet 

* arid tiryy in equal and due Proportion. In 
■ this great Mafs of fermenting Matter, 

* f6mc Parts of happier Temper than Otlwrs 

* were after to mix and coalefce for Gene- 

* ration : But the moft pCrfedt Temperature 
' prevailed in the Middle, equal and benign 

* jike the Heat of the human Conftitution, 

* ficre the Matter was in higheft Agitation^ 

* but while every Part fermented, there wou'd 

* arife, as we fee in vifcid Matter boiling in 
' aiPot, great Babbles of different Figures. Now 
' it happened that in the very middle of the 
*■ fermenting Mafs, there was a fmall glutinous 

* Subftance blown up into a Bubble, divided 

* in two by a flende'r Film, and full of an aerial 
' Spirit of the moft perfeft and befitting Tem- 

* perature. To this, by the Direction of tlw 

* molt high God, a Soul joined itfclf, and ftacfc 
' fo clofely to it that it cannot be disjoined 

* nwther by SenJation, nor even in Thought ; 
' there being a perpetual uninterrupted Irradia- 

* tion of this Soul from God, in the fame 

* manner as there is a perpetual Influx of Light 
~ , G 4 * fioni 
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Lctt.io.t* from the Sun, to enlighten the World. But 

'•'-'r-^^ < as among the great Variety of Bodies of dif- 

. * ferent Texture, there are fome that reficft not 

f a (ingle Ray of the folar Light, fuch as per- 

* fedly pure ^/'r j others that do reflefl a little 

* tho' dimly, fuch as opaque Bodiet of kroken 

* Surface^ which as iiiey vary in refleding the 
' Rays, for the fame Reafon differ in their 

* Colours ; and others in fine, that perfeitly re- 

* fledt the influent Light, fuch as all poUfhed 

* Bodies, MirrorSy Gems^ and the like ; and to 
' fuch a degree, that thefc Mirrors, if made 

, ' concave in a certain Proportion, generate Fire 
' fiom the coHefted Beams : In the felf-lame 

* manner, this Spirit iffuing from God upon. 

* all his Creatures, leaves not the finalleft Ve- 

* ftige of it's Virtue upon fome of them, be- 

* caufe of the Defedl of the rcquifite Dilpofi- 
. * tion ; fuch are all inanimate Things, unfut 

* ceptible of Life, like unillumJned Air in the 

* former Comparifon. Others again, where it 

* leaves fome obfcure Traces of it's Power, as 

* in. the different kinds of Plants^ which ac- 

* cording to their different Textures correfpond 
' to opaque Bodies in the fame Comparifon .: 

* And laftly, thofe on whom the Impreffion of 
' this Influx is moff conspicuous, the TOriouc 
' Orders of j^nimah^ whom We compared tp 

* poliflied rcfplendent Surfaces. But amwig 

* thefe poliftied Bodies themfelvcs, as fome rc- 

* ceive more copioufly the infufed Light bc- 

* coule 
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* caufe they are ofthcfime Figure with the Lett. 10. 

* Sun whom theyrefemble, fo there are like-'— v— J 

* wife certain Aninials who receive more kmdljr 

* the Emanation of Spirit, becaufe they re- 

* femble that Spirit, and are formed after it's 

* Image. Such in particular is Man, of whom 
' is meant that fayjng, God made Man aC' 

* cording to the Image of bimfelf*. If this 

* Refemblance be fo ftrong and predominant, 
' that it deftroy and as it were ablbrb thdr 

* Likenefe to every other Thing, fo that the 

* Blaze of its Splendor kindles and confumtt 

* whatever it reaches, it then refembles thofe 
■ ardent concave Orbs, which reunite the Rays 

* and let all Things on fire. This happens 

* toinipired Prophets only; as we (hall fee more 

* (wrticularly in it's proper place **.' Then, 
after a Soul had joined itfelf to the new-formed 
Heart, the ingenious and eloquent Arab goes 
on to defcribe the Formation and Strudurc of 
the other noble Parts with fuch Skill in Anato- 
my and vivid ilriking Metaphors, as wou'd go 
near to pcrfuade you. That it was not impofr- 
iible but fuch a wondrous Frame as the human 
Body, might be formed in a Mali of fermented 
Oay. 

It will perhaps aflift your Belief, if after 
hearing the knowing Stoic, the great Fhylidan; 

audi 

• Prom the Coian. 

^ Epiftols (/. t. Conunenurioliun de) Hai Esb laKOHAM. 
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Lett.io.and 7e^^;/'s contemplative Son, you wilt d^iin 
^— V— i'liften to our eminent phUofophical Divine. 

* The Opinion, iays he, of Animals rifing out 

* of the Earth at iirft, was not peculiar to £-- 

* picurus^ on whofe account it hath lain under 

* fome Odium : the Stdia were of the fame 

* mind, and the Pythagoreans^ and the E^p- 

* tianSf and I think all that fuppofed the Earth 
^ to rife from a Chaos. Neither do I know any 

* harm in that Opinion, if ducTy Hmited and 
' ftated i for what Inconvenience is it, or what 
' Diminution of Providence, that there ftiou'd 
' be the Principles of Life, as well as the 

* Principles of Vegetation in the new Earth ? 

* — — As to the fpontaneous Origin of Living 

* Creatures, Mofes plainly implies, that there was 

* 3 particular A£^aa or Miniftry of Providence 

* in the formation of the Body of Man ; but 

* as to other Animals he feems to fuppofe that 
** the Earth brought them forth as it did Herbs 

* and Plants '. 

^ The truth is, there is no fuch great Dif- 
•" ference betwixt vegetable and animal "E^^ 
' or betwixt the Seeds out of which Plants 
•■ rife, but that we may conceive ell Animals 

* life,, and the Eggs out of which the one as 

* Well as the other rofe, to have been in the 
" firfi Bartb: and as fome Wannth and Iri- 

* fiuence 

• G«f, Oil I. V. 24, coiiIpi»ed «ith Vv n. 
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f flueoce from the Sun is required for the Ve- Lett.io. 

• gelation of Seeds, fo that Influence or Im-i '— v— ^ 

* pregnation, which is neceilaiy to make aoi-s 
^ mal-E^ fruitful, was imputed by the An- 
*' dents to the Ether, or to an aAive and 
f pure Element, which had the lame effed up^ 
f on our great Mother the Bartby as the Irra-r 
Jf diation of the Male hath upon the Female's 



Ether, all-migbty Father^ Source of Ufe^ 
Into the Bofom of bis jv^ul Wife 
In genial Showers came do-wn. — — 

* 'Tis true, Animal-Eggs do not fcem to be 
^ fiiiitful of themlelves without the Influence 

* of the Male ; and this is not neceflary in 

* Pfant-Eggs or vegetable Seeds : — But nei- 

* ther does it leem neceflary in all animal- 

* Egg?, if there be any Aniaials ^nieortaj ox 

* bred mthout Copulation: and as we oblerv- 

* ed, according to the beil knowledge we have 

* of tbb inale-Influence, it is reafonable to be- 

* ficve tkat it maf be fupplied by^ tbe Heavens 

* or Ether. The Ancients, both the Stoics 
y^* And.Arifioiley have fiippo^ that. there was 

* fcraethiog ofm etberraiEkmcRt in the Male. 

* geiiitufe, from whence the Virtue of it diiefly 
^ proceeded; and if fo. Why- may not wefup- 

* pofe ai that time, fbme general hnpre^m or 
' iwidiation of that purer Element to firuftify 

< thft 
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Lett.10.* the new-made Earth f Mofes laith there was 
*-*v— ' • an Incubation of the Spirit of God upon the 
' Mais } and without all doubt that was either 

* to form or fru(Sify it, by the Mediation of 

• this adtive Principle : Bat the Ancient? ipcak 

• more plainly, with exprefs mention of this 

* Ether y and of the Impregnation of the, £ar/(6 

• by it as betwat Male and Female * : a Notion 

• which St. Augvftin laith Virgil did not take 

* from the Fiftions of the Poets, but from the 

* Books of the Philofophers*.* 

S o much then for the iirft Part of the Poet's 
Talc, of the Rife of alt things from Chaos, 
the Formation of the E.artb through the Me- 
diation of Love, the Expanfion of the Hea- 
ven, and the Prcdnition of every Species of 
Plants and Animals through their conjooft.O- 
pcration. Will you now follow the fame ia- 
gacious Guide while he explains the Sequel of 
the Story, and paints the fecond Scene of^the 
Creation f I mean the lubfeqacnt State of Things 
to the iirfl: Settlement of the Univerfe. This, 
according to the ancient Tradition, was jthe 
- happy go/defi j^e in the Infancy of the World. 

* For as foon, lays Hefcd ', as the Gods 
were 

* TumPateromnipotensftecpndisimbribus^THE« 
CoDJugis in gremium laetas ddcendit, et omn$t . 
Magnosalit tnagoo comnuxtiu corporefcetu^.' 

■ Vi^ciw 

• DeCiviTAT. Dm. Lib. IV. Ca^. lo, . 

* 'ilj ofti^a yeyixn 9-(oi Sunlei' r'ai^f usr^" ' 

""An 
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* were bom, aiid along with them mortal MenLctt.id. 

* had fprang from the Earth, the firft Race of **-*^^*' 
' it's Inhabitants was ofGoU, andliVcd happy 

* like the Gods themfclves ; without Pain or 

* Care, without Anxiety or Toil, fecure from 
■ the Blaft of old Age, or the Bane of Difeafc, 
' they pa^ their delightful Days in Youth's 

* eternal Bloom. Their Life flowed with good 
' Things ; the fertile Earth ipbntaneons poured 
'* her Fruit j the Heaven finiled in perpetual 

* Spring J Rivers of Milk and Streams of Nec- 

* tat ran through their Fields, and Honey dropt 
' like Dewj from the Verdant Oak. Thus they 

* peaceful lived for Ages ; and at their Death, 

* which refembled a balmy Sleep, they were 

* transformed iutd beneficent Geniiy girt in 

* RdiesofAir, Guardians of ^ood Men«. 

So the Poets fing ; and none of them fweeter 
than your admired Guarini's Mafter (for Co 
I muft call Torquato 7aJfo) in his natural ete^ 
gant Aminta. Hear now their truly learned 
Interpreter^ explaining their Wonders, corredl- 
ing their Wanderings, and turning their Fables 
into real Philofophyi * The Ancients, lays he, 
' make ^txt gulden ^s begin immediately afier 
* the 

''Q.rt ©M' x' ?^Mw, int^itt bv^it iXWTK, 

H£[OA. EP. )^HU.. 
< Flamtoa tnm h&\?, tun flumtiu nefUris ibant, 
^UniM de viridi iliUi^it ilice mdla. 

OviD.,Mcti%f. 
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Lett.io.' the Piodui^on and Inhatutation of the Eaitk 

^— V— ^ * (which they as well as Mo/is raife ittxa Qiaos) 

*• and to degenerate by degrees till the Deluge^ 

' when the World ended and began again. But 

' befides a golden Age in general, whidt was 

* OHnmon b> all the Earth, they noted fome 

* parts (^ it that were more golden, if I may fo 

* lay, than the reft ; the £^a»FieIds, fortu- 

* nate Ifimds, Gardens of Akimmi, Ite^iri- 
' deh ficc The& particularly anfwer to Pa' 

* RADISE. 

* Their Oiara^ters or Marks- (£ the gold* 

* ea Ag« were ficfl, Ver erat aierrmm, as 

* Ovid terms it, an eternal Spring. They lup* 

* p(^d that in the Reign of Saturn^ vir^ was 

* an ante-diluvian God, Time flowed with 

* a more even Moticm, and there was no dl* 

* verity of Seejons in the Year i But 

Jupiter antiqui contraxit temporaVerist 

* as they exprefi it, in their Way, who feldom 

* give any fevere and philolbphical Account of 

* theOianges of Nature. Yet what was 

* accoimted fabulous or hyperbolical in this Re- 

* prefentation, we fee to have been really and 

* philofophically true. The fecond Charafter 

* of the gdden Age is the Longevity of Men 

* and other Animals ■■ ■ -- to which ^ofephm the 

* Jewijh Hiftorian lays the Authors of all the 

* teamed Nations, Grffibor£4fr^0rMnJ,bearwit- 
'•■ • nefi. 
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* ncis. Thcthird,the i^irr/iVt^^ of the Soil, and Lettio, 

* Production of Animals out of the new-made *— v—J 

* Earth : It's Fruits at firft were Ijwntaneous, 

* and the Ground without being torn and tor- 
« mented, latisfiedtheWantsorDefircsofMtfw.- 

* When Nature was freih and full, all things 

* flowed from her more eafily and more pure 

* (%s the gpod Dodor, not very philoibphi- 

* cally, but in an honeft Effufion of Heart, 

* and finoerc Admiration of his ^vorite new- 

* bom Earth) like the firft-running of the 

* Grape or the Honey-Comb: Butn«c£hemuft 

* be fqueezed and pre^d, and her IVodudions 

* taile more of the Earth and oS Bitternels. 
*",— TAw, nothing vident, nothing frightful, 
' nothing troublefome or incommodious to 

* Mankind came from above, but the Counte- 

* nance of the Heaven was always ihiooth and 

* ferene. — — I have often thought it a very 

* defirable Piece of Power, if a Man could but 
' command ifair Day when he had occalion 

* for it : 'Tis more than the greatefl Prince 

* upon Earth can do ; yet they never wanted 

* one in that primitive Workl, ncn- ever law 

* zfeul one : But they had conilant Breezes 

* from the Motbn of the Earth and the Courfe 
' ' ' of the Vapours, which cooled the open Plains, 
^ * and made the Weather temperate as well as 

* fair. For their Spring was perpetual: their 

* Fields always green j their Flowers always 

* SniSk, and the Treet always covered with 
■' * Leaves 
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I'Ctt.to.* Leaves and Fruit : Metals and Minerals they 
*-*>'"V* had ncme, and the happier they; no Gold rior 

* Silver, nor coarfer Ore. 

* As to Mm and Animah^ we have already 

* ^ke of their Longevity : TTiey were not only 

* longer lived, but larger and Wronger than they 

■ are at prcfent. The State of every thing that 
' has Life is divided into the Time of its Growth^ 
' ConJiJIeruyt and it's Decay j and when die 

* whole Duration is longer, every one of theft 

* Parts, though not always in like Proportion, 

* will be longer. The Growth therefore, both 

* in Men and other Animals, lafted longer in 
< that World than it does now, and conle- 

* quently carried their Bodies to a greater Height 

* and Bulk; And I am very ready to believe 

* that thdr Stamm were ftronger, and their 

* Bodies greater than ours; and any Rara of 

■ ftrong Men living long in Health, wou'd 

* have Children of a proporiionaWe Stature. In 

* like manner their Trees would be both taller, 

* and every way bigger than ours ; in no dan- 

* ger of being ftruck with Thunder, or blown 

* down by Winds and Storms, though they had 

* been as high as the Pyramids of Egypt j the 

* Fowls of Heaven making their Nefts in their 

* Boughs; and under their Shadow theBeafts 

* of the Field bringing forth their Young. 

* Let us next take a ProfpeiS of the moral 

* ^orA/at that time, or of the civil dXiAartifi- 

* cialV/<x]d i what the Order and Oeconomy of 

- I the& 
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* thele was, what the Manner of living, andLett.xo. 

* how the Scenes of human Ijfc were dif-"— v-*^ 
' fereot from WTi at prelent. 

* The Aaciedt8,efpecially the Poets, inthejf. 

* De&rip^cMU of the golden Age, exhibit to us. 

* an Or^r of Things^ and a Form of Life very 

* difierent from any thing we fee in our Days y 

* but they are not to be truAed in alt partis 

* culars : They many times exaggerate mat* 

* ters on purpofe, that they may feem more 

* ilrange or more grrat, and by tlut mca^s 

* move and plcafe us more. A mora/ or ^bi* 
' kfiphic Hiftory of the World well writ, wou*4 

* be a very uleful Work ) to obfervc and rc- 

* late how the Scenes of human Life, have . 

* in fevcral Ages changed the Mocjesand Forms 

* of living ; in what Simplicity Men began at 

* firft, and by what degrees they came out of 

* that Way by Luxury, Ambition, Imprpve- 

* mcnt or Changes in Nature : then, whatnevr 

* Formi and Modifications were fuperadded by 

* the Invention of Arts^ what by Religion, 

* what by Superftition, This wou'd be a Viey 

* of Things more inflruflive, and more lati;- 

* ia£lory, than to know what King reigned yl 

* fuch an Age, and what Battles were ^ght, 

* which common Hiftory teachcth, and te^- 

* eth little more. Such Affairs are but the 

* little Undcr-Rota in the 'Tragicomedy of the 

* World } the main ITefignis of another nature^ 
' aad of &r greater Extent and-CoDfequence. 

H * At 
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Left-'id. * Ats "the 'ahiiftat'c World depends Upon the 
v»-v— < ItianJriiafc, 'fo 'the DV/7 World depends upbn 

* them both, and ukes it'sm^ufes from them- 

* Kat'u'r'e is ftiH the Foundation, ahd the 
< Affairs of Mankind arc a Superftmiturc -^t 

* will tie at\<rays 'pYOpoftiOrrtd to it.' — »- No^ 
thing "more certain than thdc general Maxiths 
laiti dbtroby this gteat Man, with eqaal Per- 
fpicuity dnd Elegance ; and lb far he Way be 
fotlowed witliout the leafl: helitation : But ntiw 
he la'kcs a Step further, «nd affuntts Ae Hy- 
pbthefis of his 'ingenious ^Theory, the fmodth 
Shell df the ncw-fof med Eaf th, endofing the 
great 'Deep or Abyfe of Water, whofeDifnip- 
tion he believes bctafidned an Univfcrtal De- 
luge, and produced tlie Inequalities ofthepft- 
&nt terraqueous Glo'be. 

* The peipetual Equinox, fiys he, of tiie 

* primeval Eifth, the Smoo&nefe of it's Snr- 

* face, the Calmnefs of the Air, Satnity c& 

* the 'Heavens, Without Cold, violent Winds, 

* 'Rains, Storms, or 'Extremity of Weather of 

* any kind, wou'd ftquire little PrOtedUon iioxa. 

* the Injuries of the Air in that ftatc : Ivhere- 
■ as now one great Part of the Affairs of Life 

■ '• is to preferve ourfelves from thofe TnConvc- 

* niendes by Buildif^ and Ckathingi two 

* thin^ which were then, ia amanner, Tjeed- 
^ Ufs, or in fuch plwinejs and fimplidty that 

* every one might be his own Workman. Tents 

* and Bow'rSf things of eafy and fudden Struc- 
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* ture, Wdti'd keep them from all Incomm6-Lett.io. 
*. diiies of the Air and Weather, better than ^— v*— ' 

* ftone Walls apd ftrpng. Roofe defend us now i 

* and Men are apt to take to the eajiefi ways 

* of living, till Necejity or Vice put them up- 

* on others that arc more laborious and arti- 

* ficial They fed not upon Flejh in thcrfe pri- 

* mitiveAges, butonly upon Fruits and Herbs^ 

* as feems to be plainly confirmed by the Li* 

* cence God Almighty gave Noab and his Poft- 

* erity to. feed upon Animals: Every moving 

* tbif^ that tivetb Jhall he Meat for you : 

* whereas before, in the new-made Earth, he 

* had only prcfcribed them for their Diet, every 

* Herb hearing Seed, nohicb is it^ the Face 

* ef the Earthy and every Tree in tbetebicbts 

* the F^uit efa Tree yielding Seed-y and of this 

* natural Diet they wou'd be provided to their 

* hands, without further Preparation, as the Birds 
' and Beafts are. 

* Heri is a World indeed witheut Pro- 

* MBTHEUa, or the ufe of Firb and thefub- 

* fijqiicm jirts i and with a very dilSreni Face 
' and Afpcift frcMn what it now wears. For 

* of thefe Heads, Pood ami C/oatbingj Building 

* zndTraJky with that Train of Arts, Trades 
< ^nd Mai:uf;£turf8 that attend them, fig 

* civil Order cj Tbings is in a great mcaftire 

* ccnilituted and compounded : Thefe make the 

. * Bufmefs of Life, the- fevcral Occupations of 

* Men, the Noifc and Hurry pf the World j 

H 2 * the& 
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Lettio/ thefe fill our Qtles and our Fairs, our Hd* 
»— V— ^ * vcns and Ports j yet all thcfe fine thln^ afe 
< but the Effe£b of Indigency and NecefTitouf- 

* nets, for the moA part needlels, and unknown 

* in the iirft happy State of Nature. 

* Tub Ancients have told ns the fame 

* things in eff'eHi but telling them without 

* their Grounds, which they themfeWes did 

* not know, they looked like poettCal Stories 

* and pkafant Ft^ioas^ and with moft Men 
« paflfcd for no better. We have fbewn them 

* in another Light ; with their Rcafons and 

* Caufes, deduced ftom the State of the na- 

* tural World, which is the Baiis up(Hi whicli 

* they £hind i And this doth not only give them 

* cfull and juft Credibility^ but aUb lays a 

* Foundation for After-Thoughts and further 
' Dedudtions when they meet with Minds djf- 

* pofed to purfue Speculations of this nature*.' 

Now, my ingenious Friend! whom the 
Cayety of Life does not hinder from reading, 
nor even from thinking, (for they go not 
always together }) there is a lucky Grcumilance 
in thefe Accounts of the Creation as they com? 
to us from the Egyptian or Grecian Mytho- 
logy. It is the iame ibsA Socrates mentioiis 
in two apocryphal Lines of Homer concerning 
the human and divine Appellations of Qjpid. 
He calls them fuch, becauie they are not to 

be 

* Dr. T. Bunwt'i SACniBTiiBOKr of theExxTK. 
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be found in the authentic Canon of the Poet's Lett. 10, 
Works, but were only handed down inaTra-'- — f— ' 
dition current among thofe who called them- 
felves his Pofterity. To thcfe apocryphal Verfes, 
iays the fmiling Sage, H^e are at liherty to give 
• t^r ifjitbboid our jijfent as ive have a mind*. 
As for your curious RequeA^ that I ihou'd 
always fufagoin my own Sentiments of the &ve- 
ral Schemes of the Ancients and Moderns, you 
will g^ me leave only fo far to comply with 
it> as to declare, that I find it impoflible for 
tne to keep pace with this great Genius, while 
be profo^ hii full and firm Belief of the 
Theory of the Creadon as he has ddfcribed it. 
His Memory I highly honour, and admire the 
Strength of his Fancy, and Compa& of his 
manly wetl-digefted Laming ; but cannot ac-r 
OHnpany him throughout his amufing Plan, for 
Reaibns that imply too many I^emifles, and 
wou'd require too ievere a Di&uflnn to be read 
Wth [^eafure by a Perfon of your Vivacity : 
beHdes that it muil be a Point of important 
Neceflity, that either invdvcs me in Controvert 
in Writing, or in DiJ^utes in Converlatioii, 
Cut if thefe beautifol Sketches awake your 
Curiofity to ftudy the Sacred Theory of tfae 
Earth, and you ^ou'd then wifh to know it^ 
weak Sides, you will find Objedlions againft it's ^ 
Orthodoxy in a Dutch Divine, Leidecker'% Com- 
mentary on the Mofaic Account of the Creation, 
H 3 and 
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|^tt.i6.Andthe Inconfiftencyofib Jmc a Scl^me plainly 
v.-v--^.ckmonn:rated by no \s& Matbecmtician dun 
.tbe learned Mx. Keil. k is cnou^ to my 
j>t}rpofe, if the entertaiiuDg Li^t in which it's 
jttiUy a4tnired Authw has endeavoured to &t 
its Affinity, or rather Samene^ with ^icienc 
Tradition^ difpcl the Mift that in your Opmion 
hung over Mytbolt^y, and ihew you that the 
firft Pricfts and Poets, the f athere of Wiidom, 
knew more and thought deeper than you were 
apt to imagine, 

J a/ways am 



Tours, tec. 
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Lett.! I. 
LETTER ELEfTENtfl ""^^ 

No My FFWHiiJ you need be. under 
no Apprehenfions of hawng- your Ima- 
gination bcwHdcred or your Judgment mi^uid- 
cd h^ thefc ■ beautiful Alhifions, ' and (as, yoij' 
are pleafed to caH them)_^rt»c^#ffg- R^re- 
fcrttations of Nature : Befides the eafy, phafing 
Cure 1 formerly hinted to you, two othef 
CpFilifJerations- wilt prove etiedual Antidotes 
agajnft the fmaHeft InfoSion. The firft, that 
you knpw them K> be pabla as they ftand 
literally, arid therefore of rw Meaning, but as 
(hey point at fome latent Truth, A Mind 
iaware of this admits nothing unexamined j but 
while canvafSng the woud'rous Tale is per- 
petually controuHog it's own Fancies, and 
Improying in the wholefome Habit of fi^t^ 
tjie various Obgefts prefented to it by the 
piimic Faculty, " whether they be Fantoms 
or Realities. The other, that the moft im- 
portant and original of them, fuch as ^ou'4 
DC moft Hkcly to lead us aftray, are upon ftrift 
Exapiination by Mcfi of the wideft Learning 
a;id exalted Genius, a Bacon and a BcjRnet, 
^oiight tp be genuine and true. Such in part 
is th?"Do(Srine of the Creation, caHed the Ibeo- 
spt^ or Birth Qt the Gods j fucb the Divifion 
pf ^^ Ti9?S \^^9. *1*^ Go/d^«, Silver^ Bra- 
H 4 =«» 
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J.At.x.,\i.Zfn and Iron Ages, and fuch in fine the Story 
^of Prometheus with which you fcem to 
be To delighted, and which is indeed equally 
inftruftive and entertaining. 

Bu T there is ilill another Cbnveniency in 
this Method of InflnidUon by Fable and Al- 
legay^ that muA edoftually prevent any Fal- 
. lacy, or hazard of being deceived : I mean it's 
- Condefcenjim and PUabUmfs to all fore of Sub- 
jet^ and Aptaeis to illuftrate indii&rently vz- 
. rious or even oppofite Opinions. For Mytho- 
logy c(Hifine» yoa to no Creed, nor pins you 
down to a Set of Principles, b^ond which, you 
inuft either not take a ilep, or lofe her Company. 
On the contrary, Ihe permits, nay affifts you to 
contemplate at eafe, and like her eldeil Daughter 
the early Academf *, follows complacent whi- 
therlpever you lead. As you point, Ihe exerts 
her CTeative . Power, lays on her vivid though 
varying Colours, and diffiiies interchanging 
Streams of Light on (me and the iame Ob- 
jeft. Witncls the^ double View you have al- 
. ready had of the Rife of Things and Govern- 
ment of the World from Orpheus in the De- 
fcription c^ Fan, and from Hefad in his bcff- 
rowed 'tbei^my : and iUU plainer. In the double 
Moral of Promttbeusy as fignifying either the 
divine Prtyaidence in the FormatiMi of the 
. World, and particularly of Man\ or human 
ForeJighU 

'Nobisautemnoltra AcABiHiA nunam liceiitiun dat, uc 
euodconque mnimi |n<obaI»Ie occumi^ unoftiDJutc lic(atd«> 
fenderc. CiCIMj 
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PtreJ^bt, perpetually on theiack for the Ne-Lettif. 
ceffaries and Convenicncies of Life, fince the '— v*-^ 
■ Invention of Arts and the Ufc of Fire. 

Let mc however relieve you a little from 
fucb gloomy Objeds as ancient Chaos and 
duiky Erebus^ and give you a Specimen of 
the Powers of this Enchantreli, and of theva- 
rims Shapes fhe afltimes, on a Sabjeft yoa 
throughly underJibind. But firft recdled the 
Generation of Cupids at the Birth of Venus, 
as the Son of PoRusand Penia, (Plentyand 
Want) and the Defcriptioa of his variable Na^ 
Cure ; and then liflen to another poetic Talc. 

* Th e Goddefi of Beauty being pr^nant, 
' brought forth a delicate In^t they called 
"* Cupid OT Defire^ wh(»n fhe gave to the Graces 

* to be nuirfed : But unhappily the Child neither 
' throve in Ferfon, nor put forth Feathers to 

* gamifli his feeble unfurni{hed Wings. Un- 
', dcr this AiHi£U(Xi his Mother and Nurfes 

* had recourfe to the iirft and moft ancient 
' of die Oracles, the inHUble ^bemh, who 

* gave this Anfwcr : That Love, it was true, 

* came for the raofl, part, fa^ie into the World ; 

* but that he cou'd never truly grow nor at- 
' tain his full Strength while he condnued ^ : 
' that his Mother maft therefore bring forth 
' finother Son, and then the om wou'd thrive 

* in virtue of the vtber % on condition tho', 
' that if one of them Hiou'd unfortunately die, 
< the other' cou'd. not long forvive him. So 
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Lett 1 1.* laid the iboth-%ing Tbemt; and femu a^ 
^-^. — '* gain pre^iant, brought forth anoth^ Son, 

* Anteroi by Natne, or mutual Love, fic no 
■ iboner came into Being, than his elder Bro. 

* thergrew a-tpacc, inilantJyliis Wings fledged, 
< and hs took his flight to Heaven. ;, there h^ 

* aifociatcd with the jVf&/?j, was intiquto with 

* Mercury, kept Ibmedmes company witlj Uy^ 

* men, and grew in: &vour with every God 

* except the implacable Momus.' 

So far, Ldarv Ay, you think all goes well; 
but a little patience, my Friend ! See how the 
Scene changes in tlw hands of another Mythqr 
bgift. ' This growmg Favour, the blind ca- 

* pricious Cufid did not know how to 'ifik- 

* prove. He grew infolent and v^n, ^nd b*, 

* haved with Arri^ance to th? fuperior Povu- 
" en. It was his pleafufe to fqw Qilcard a, 
' mong the Inhabitants of Heaven, and make 
f Enmity reign where Peace and Concord 
' ftiou'd for ever dwell. ItnplacabkFeuds raged 
' among the Gods and poddeifcs on his ac- 
' count, fc that th? weU-prdered celeflial Statp 
' began to totter, and tbre»tned irretrievable 
■ Ruin. In this Exlreinity, the flulers of He»- 
' ven called die Go* tp » folcnin AffemWy, 

< in order to provide a proper Remedy fof the 

< growing Evil. Loijg WM accufrd ^d con- 
« viaed of being a pnWfc Ii)ce((diary, ai)(j a 

< Difturber of the State. The Qufftisn of 
) Paint and Pmaili^ ms |;iltf, a# it w^ espied 
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* by the .Suffrage of the twelve ^«at GoiJs, Lett.i*, 

* that Cupid /bou'd for ever be biniihed from "— -v— -* 

* the bleft Abodes ; {hou'd he a Rdtainer to 

* Cert$ and Bacchus on Earth, and have his 
« Wings ftript of their Feathara by Saiurh, 

* that h( might be no more able to cile from 

* the Ground^ or again in&ft the Cen&M) of 
' Hea«n.' i - - - 

Sbou'd jrou chaooe to &.o^ a little at thb Story, 
luid weigh it's Circumftances, it wou'd be no 
fiaall Entert^mentf I imagine, to o^r-hear 
the Soliloquy that wou'd break from a Man 
fe nicely qualified, to judge of it'E Propriety : 
Unlefs the Fmiours you have rcceimd from the 
Fair Iheu'd put a Biafs on your Underfianding, 
•od difpofe you to patronize the hood^winkt 
(Jod JtgtiflA the impartial Poet. ' 'TU very 
'* hand, methinks,' I hear iaid in a Sigh, 

* Hapkfs Cupyi always loaded with Ca- 

* Ismni^ and furring, for Crimes not thy 

* ownl Tis very hard! Love! the Cordial 
' of L)&, the Refiner of Manners, the B^nd 

* flf Society ; the Wifli of the Wife, and Re- 

* vr^rd of the Bravei Banifhed from Heaven, 

* doomed to grovd on Earth, to depend or 

* mx loweil A{^ites, and to have his Pinions 

* plumed by every paffing Year I Is there then 

* BoUiing iwUe ot exalting in a generous Paf- 
'' fioaf Nothing permanent, nor proof againft 
' the Stroke of Age? Does every Charm ^-f 

* with youtbftil Bloom ? A>kI will the Time 

* indeed 

D,gn,-.rihyGOOglC 



124. Letters concerning Mythdogy, 

(,ett.ii.* indeed come, when I fiiall look unmoved OQ 
^^■•■*^* that Face I now idolize I v\w indiiferent that 

* Perfon, now the Delight of my Eycsj or 

* Uften unenchanted to the Voice dut now ra* 

* viflies my I^rt ? ' 

Take Courage, my anxious Friend! My* 
thology is impartial, or to iay it better, indif- 
ferent; no &rther oraculous than as ftie re- 
^ffe&nts unchangeaUe Truth : llie fame Fa« 
culty that degraded your iavourite Deity, can 
raife him to unfading Honours, and, with % 
.proper Managenjent, make him the Source of 
.-Happinels and better Geniusofthe human Race. 

* Love, &ys the mofl m<»^ of all the Poets, 
'' is the greateft School of Wi£lom and Vir- 

* tue : and of all the Powers that prefide over 

* human Afiairs, bis Influent and Sway is the 
/ fweeteA to Mortals. Fco* pouring Joy un- 

* mixed into eidier Heart, he fills them both 
< with mutual Hope, Evei; his Toils are plea- 

* iant, and his Wounds re&efiiing i May nc- 

* ver Friend of mine live exempt from the 

* £x>thing Smart; nor I be condemned to dwell 

* among ^nvi^ Men ! Attend ye Young, and 

* liften ye Fair I Fly not from the proffered 

* Blifi i but welcome the projntious Power, and 
:* wifely ufe his unenvious Bounty! 

• And thou! all-m^tyLovKl Soverdgn 
■< of Gods and Men, nther teach not Mortais 

* thy Way, but fhut their Eyes on Worth and 

* ]B»uQr, or mildly moder^e a Lover's Pain, 

; and 
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* and ovcT'pay tbeSuficrin^ thou briiigeft with Lett. lu 

* fwect Returns of Love. So (halt thou be'— "•"** 
' an highly'-honoured God : but if thy Vota- 

* lies figh and pine in vain, then that iame 
■ Leflbn which thou giveft to Love, will rob 

* thee of the Honours paid t^ Men >.' 
The hap[neft Pradtice of that Leflbn is pret- 
tily painted by an ancient Tragedian^ the Au- 
thor of the Companion of the Power of t.ovc 
to the Effcds of Wine. The Juice of the 
Grape, iays he, when mixed with Water, pro- 
duces Health and Mirth; when drunk pure 
to excels, oca^ions Mi/chief and Madnejs. In 
the fame manner Zow, when moderate and 
gentle, is the Source of Pleafure and icA En- 
joyment ; but when intenfe and raging, turns 
the moft t^rible impetuous Pafllon in the hu- 
man Breaft. Cupid there&re, continue the " 
elegant Poet, is armed with two Bowsj the 
one he bends with the Aid of the Graces 

iw Iveimft Tv^y for a happy fmiJing Lot % the 
other with his Bandage on his Eyes {«! 
fu-j^wVei ^ur£t,,tD the Oxifiifion and MUery 
of Life '. 

Wou'd you with to {ee him in one Shape 
more ? Recollect the common trite Deicription 
of his Nature and Equipage : He is a winged 
God, ever a Boy in Age and Stature, mounting 
aloft at his pleafure, fhoodng with a Bow, and 
burning 



^ BvKiPibii apod Stobraim. 
* Chaikimor apod Thcophrailun. 
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Lett.i I. burning with aTOTch: But according to ^-^ 
*— "V-— ' xisj a celebrated comie Author, no One of all 
the Painters, SculpCors, Founders, or cwn Poets 
themfelvcs, fcem to have known any thing of 
xhe Nature of Lsve, ,nor in fhort any Ibrt of 
Men who have -undertaken to r^refent the 
perfon and Qualities of this wrious God, For 
in himfclf he is neither mak vvxfemak j nei- 
ther truly God, nor yet meer Man ; he is far 
from fooliih, nor on the other band, is he 
, wife ; but being made up of diderent Ingre- 
: dients brought and borrowed from diflerent 
quarters, he changes his iingle Figure into a 
thoufend fhifting Fornw. He is bold like the 
tn-aveft Man, and timorous like the weakeft 
Woman ; is thoughtlefs like an Ideot, and pro- 
vident like , a Politician j "he has the FierCenefs 
of a wild Beaft, the Hardnefe of the Adamant, 
and the Ambition of a deified Hero ■■. 

Thus you fee how dudtile and uncircum- 
fcribed the allegorical Art proves on a proper 
Subjea : but how pliable foever this Mother 
of the Mules may be in her own Nature, and 
however condefcending to her real Favourites, 
ihe is at firft of very difficult accels ; bcftows 
her Grace feautily, and very feldom upon a 
modern Poet. The Reafons of this Partiality 
wou'd be too long and ibme of them too in- 
vidious to be diicuiled by me : But you muil 
have 

' Alixis spud J 
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iiaVfe tAftrved, that Ihc has been fo prtrfiife rfLett.! i. 
!ber Favours to the Andents, that many of their *— v— • 
Cods have double ot triple Reprefentations. 
This wou'd occur to yoii in Pan the £7n/- 
verfe, artd Pa« the I^ftoral God ■ c£ Arcadia j 
in Vesta the eternal Fire, and Vesta the 
Ouardian of a Dwefiing; and rauchmore nowj 
in Love a human Paffion; and Lovb &e firft 
Principle that fettled the rolling Chaos and 
"feBrticnted the recent Creation. 

Does ^at Idea appear iftill fhange dndab- 
ftrrife to your Fancy ? or have you rendcted it 
famHiar, byfrcqacntly reviewing the worttkotls 
Ta!e of the Rife of all Tilings from tfee blind 
unaftive Mafi, where, I know not how long, 
they had lain blended together? Let me give 
it a little bright'ning, by a new "Proof of die 
Power and Wealth of Mythology on that in- 
tcrcfting Subjeta. 

'TiS obfervable, fays one great Interpreter of 
Hiyftic Tradition, that the Anciems, in treat- 
ing of the Qiaos, and in raifing the World oot 
of it, ranged h into feveral Regions or Mdfes, 
and b that wder,facc()ffi*dy rifihg one from an- 
other, asifit HfiB&PftiigrfeocGfliei^o^i and 
thofc Parts or Regions ttf .Ndture, into w4uch 
the Ohaos was 'by degfccs- ^vided, (hey figni- 
iicd Gommcftily by ^rfc aid obfcure Nannes, 
«s N^be, Taptatus, Oifanus, and fech like: 
And whereas the Chaos when it was firft fct 
on work, nm aU into Dinfions and Scpara- 
.tioDs 
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Lett.ii*tk)iis (^ one Element fi-cnn anmher, which af* 
fc— "V—^ terwards were all in fome meafure united and 
aflbdated in the primigenial Earth, the Ancients 
accordingly madeCoNTENTJON the Principle 
thatreigiwd in the Chaos at iirft, then Love } 
the one to exprefi the Divijhm^ the other the 
Union of all Parties in this middle and common 
Bond*. 

This Notion of the Formation of the World 
was eiqilajncd before } but view the fame Ohr 
jed now in another Light, and as it is drawn 
hf the lame mafterly Pen. There is one re- 
markable Do£b:ine amongft the Ancients, partly 
^nnbolical j the Propriety and Application of 
whofe Sytrdwl hath been little nnderilood. 'Tis 
their DoArine of the Mundane Egg^ or their 
comparing th^ World/ and e(pecially the ori- 
■ ginalCompofitianofittoanEGO. This fcems 
to be a mean Comparifon : what Proportion, 
or what Refemblance is there between the 
World and an Egg ? And yet I do not know 
any fymbolical Doftrine or Conclufion that hath 
been fo univer^y entertained by the Mjf^a 
or ^ife and Learned of a11 Nations. By the 
World in this Similitude they do not mean 
the great Univerfe } but this fublunary Wodd 
-whidi we inhabit. And now do t^t reflect 
iqxui the Theory o£ the Earth, the Manner 
of it's Compofidoa at firft, and the Figure <^ 

it 

■ Dr. BvuiiT*! ThKty, Book I. Ck. r. 
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it when compleatcd, and you will need noLett.ii; 
otlier Interpreter to underftand this Myftery. ^-nc— * 

We have ihcwed that the Figure of it was 
oval, and the inward Form of it was a Frame 
of four Regions encompaffing one another, 
where that of Fire lay in the middle like the 
Toliy and a Shell of Earth cnclofed them all. 
This gives a Solution fb eafy and natural, and 
fhews fuch an Aptneis and Elegancy in the Re- 
prefentation, that upon a View and Compare of 
Circumflances, one cannot doubt but that we 
have truly found out the Riddle of the Mua- 
Jane Egg. But, to be more particular, the 
Earth rcfemblcs an E^g, not fo mhch for its 
external Figure, tho' that be true too, as for 
the inward Compolition of it, confiAing of fe« 
vcral Orbs, one including another j and in that 
order as to anfwer the feveral elementary Re- 
gions, of which the new-made Earth was con- 
ihtuted. For if we admit for the Yolk a 
central Fire, and fuppofe the Figure of the 
Earth oval, and a little extended towards the 
Poles (as probably it was, feeing the Corfex 
that contains it is fo) thole two Bodies do very 
naturally reprefent one another, as if a Scheme 
were made to reprefent the interior Faces of 
both a divided Egg, or the Eartb ; where, as 
the two inmojl Orbs wou'd reprefent the Yolk, 
and the Membrane that lies next above it, £> 
the exterior Region of the Earth is as the Shell 
pS the Egg, and the Abyis under it as die 
I White 
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X^tx.ii.Wbite that lies under the Shell. Andconfi'* 
— *— 'dering that this Notion of the Mundane Egg, 
or that the World was oviform^ hath been the 
Senfe and Language of all Antiquity, Greeks^ 
Latins^ Egyptians, Ferfiam and others, I thought 
it not unworthy - our notice in this place, 
feeing it receives fuch a clear and eafy Explica- 
tion from that Origin and Fabric we have 
given to the firft Earth ; and alio refle£ls L^ht 
upon the Theory itfclf, and confirms it to be 
no Fiction } thb Notion, which is a kind of 
Epitome or Inu^e of it, having been conierved 
in the moll ancient Learning. — Had the 
Works of'Orpbms been prefcrved, I fhou'd 
hope for as much Inftrudion from them alone, 
as to the Origin of the World, as from all 
that is now extant of the other Greek Philo- 
ibphers. He underfrood in a good meafure, 
bow the Earth rofefrom Chaos j what was its 
Cttemal Figure, and what the Form of its in- 
ward Strufture. For the Opinion of the aval 
Figure of the Earth is afcribed to bim and his 
Difeiples ; and the DoArine of the mundane 
Egg is fo peculiarly bis, that it is called by 
Procks the Orphic-Egg: not that he was' 
' the lirft Author of that Doftrine, but the firft 
that brought it into Greece from Egypt, or the 
Ea/t. 

And now, I hope, you are fully convinced. 
Chat Mythology leaves us at liberty to think 
and rea&u as we lift j and therdbici can ka4 
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«s no further aftray than we ourfelves have aLettii* 
mind to follow. You have fccn how varioufly '-nr-y 
it reprefents the Rife of Things, according tO 
the dif&rent Opinions of the Sages concerning 
them ; like a Mirrour that reflects whatever Ob- 
jed is held before it, and in the Colours it 
then wears, whether genuine or not You wilt 
fee its Complai£iace ftiU plainer in the m3rthi- 
Cal Account, not now of the Rile, but of the 
Government of the World, by the Father OlT 
ihe Gods and Men, all-mighty Jovei and hf 
fome kvf of the inferior Deities, the Fatts and 
Fortune^ Hecate and Pan^ira^ whom I intend 
to feleA, and explain their Natures B» your 
Entertainmenc, 



t am 

Tours, tfiCr 
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Lcit.l2. 

"^ LETTER TWELFTH. 

OU R ingenious Countryman, Sir Thomas 
Brown, fays he had two Books from 
which he drew his Theology. * One of them 

* in Writing diftated by GOD himfelf; the 
' other by Nature his Hand-maid j that 

* univerfal and patent Manufcript whofe won- 

* drous Lieaves are expofcd-to the Eyes of all 

* Men.' 'Thofe-wha never fa'w the Author of 
' Nature in the former ^ have often viewed . 

* him in the latter, whirfi'wiis the tarty Scrip- 

* ture and Theology of -the Heathens. The 

* fupematural Stop in the Sun's Courfe created 

* not fuch Admiration in the Minds of the 

* Ifraelites, as his diurnal Motion did in the 

* Underftanding of the Philofophcrs j nor were 

* the former fo ftruck with Miracles, as the 

* latter with the moft common Productions of 

* Nature. Thefe ancient Sages far furpfled 

* the Chriftians in Reach and Capacity in this 

* myfterious Learning. They knew how to 

* join and fpcU out thefe hidden Charafters 

* much more fkilfuUy than we, who take 

* only a tranfient fuperficial View of thefe 

* vulgar Hieroglyphics, and fooliflily underva- 

* tue a Tbeolo^ extracted iiom the fatreft 
' Flowers of the Univerfe.* 

That 
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^ That in reading this we may not injure Lctt.12. 
the knowing and ingenuous Phyfician, Jet us '"^"•r-^ 
remember tHat he wrote upwards of an hun- 
dred Years ago; when neither a EoyU nor a 
Newton had yet arofe, and trod the Path pointed 
out by that mighty Genius, the immortal 
Bacon ; to abandon Subtlety and Syllogifm iri 
Philofophy, and betake ourfelves to Obfervation 
and Experiment for the Iiiveftlgatiori of Na- 
Uire's Operations, and to Geometry appHed to 
them for her general Laws. Natural Science in 
his Days wore but an aukward Facej and the 
beft of bis feems to have been drawn from the 
AncientF. Had ' he feen Nieueniiji's Religious 
Pbilojbpher, tx. that plain primitive Man Mr, 
Derbam's Pi^fico-^heblo^, (a Book with whofe 
. pious Simplicity I am infinitely delighted) he 
muft have altered his Opinion ; and much more, 
if after a Dembnftratibn of the Struflure of the 
World, and of the eternal Laws hy which the 
heavenly Bodies revolve incefTant in their Orbs, 
he had read the deep Description of its Author, 
as the conclufive Stroke of the mathematical 
Principles of natural Philofophy by Sir Ifaac 
Newtm. But at the Time in which he wrote, 
his Obfervatioh was not altogether groundteis ; 
tho' I have nothing to do with the Compa-, 
rifon he makes between the Ancients and Mo- 
derns, ^rther than to fulfil my Promise, and 
^ve you a View of the Doftrine of the former 
c<mcerning that Power they belieted to be 
I 3 Pater 
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JjpU,i2.Pater Hominumqw DeHmqutt Father of th« 

•-—v— 'Cods and Men. 

And firft, by Infpcding their Records, and 
CCHnpariog their Relations it comes to be abso- 
lutely un(xrtain wbere Jupiter was bom. X^e 
SK>ries of bis Birth in a Cave of the I£knd 
Crete^ or at Thebii in Baotia^ or on a Moun«- 
tain in Arcadia, are but fo many Traditions of 
the Jeveral Plafxs where his Worihip firft grew 
&mou5 10 Greece and was c^lebrattKl with the 
greateft Pomp. The Rcafons of its bcmg fo 
jn Crete and Thebes are very evident becaufe 
of Minas and Catimus, two j^tic Prince* 
Founders of thpfb States, haying brought 
their national Rites into Greece : But the 
Arcadians being addicted to War and Pat 
turage, in a rough mountainous Country, be- 
came afterwards a rude fierce People in com- 
parifon of their politer Neighbours and yet re* 
tained more Traditions concerning the Birth, 
Education and Adventures of the Gods among 
them than ^c more knowing Tribes of the 
^ehponnefus. This I take to have been owing 
to their early Inftnidion, fii:ft by the Defcen** 
dants of Inacbusj and then by the Dana'ids^ iQ 
the Heligion and Rites they brought iix>m their 
fcveral Countries j of which Jufnter's Worfhip 
in particular made a prime Part, as a[^>ears frona 
the great Antiquity of his Oracle at Podcjia% 
and thefe Traditions were pre&rved among tb« 
b^y^(«#«tfnthcr than among the Nations , 
Inbabitins 



ZjCtters boncermng Mythology, 135 

iohalMting the fertile Shores, for the fame ReafonLett.i2, 
that the ancient Britijb Language is prefcrved *— v— ' 
among the Mountains oiWaUs rather than among 
the Gardens of Kentt or the Fields of Devon. 

It rarely happens that a Religion pro^fled 
in ili^renc Nations continues flridlly the fame 
as to Do^ine and Worfliip in them all : Va- 
riations ufually enfue j and entail Difputes among 
the diflant Votaries. If we furvey the Re- 
li^ons now preying over the World, we will 
hardly find two Nations exadly agreeing in 
their I^o&flion and Praiflice ; while the zealou* 
of each, hold thnr own particular Belief to be 
the only true Doftrine of Heaven. 'Tis thus X 
wou'd underftand what Gcero relates of the 
T^idon of the ancient Divines concerning 
three yupitirs s the firfl and fecond of whom 
Aiou'd have been born in Arcadia of the 
Ether and Celus, and the third of Sa- 
turn in Crete'. The Creed-makers of the 
feveral Temples, and Diredors of the iblemn 
Rites have probably adopted the Do<fbines and 
ian^fied the Ceremonies peculiar to each Place ; 
if they did not purpofely contrive fome Article 
of Diflent, or fcparatc Uiagc, as a Badge of 
Diftili£tion from the Rival-Worfliip, All Ages 
and Nations have affi>rded Examples of thi« 
envious ui^xiial Sjnrit } and none more flagrant 
I 4 than 

■ PruKipIa tics JOfCt naneraiit ij qui 7ltc/sp noiniiunttii'k 
sx qoibia primvn et fccandiu^ n^os in Arodia. tlterum pam 
jeAw— altenuB WXrc Cmh, —^— tertium Crefenfem, 
^fimfftfarw/. DeNatnnDiOK. X.ib.lUt 
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l^tt.ia.than the Devotees of the Rii^-Tcmples on 
*-'v""^tbe two Mountains (their common Situation 
in the Eaft) Moriab and Gerizzm \ 
. But the more authentic Tradition fixes nei- 
ther the Time nor Place of Jupiter'% Birth, 
but only agrees unvariably in his Parents, that 
he was the Child of Saturn and Rhea : that is. 
Men in all Nations who had any Religion have 
worfliippcd a Supreme Being from Time imme- 
morial, whom they believed not to have created 
the World out of nothing, but to have firft 
ranged its difordered Parts, and ever after to 
rule it at his pleafure. Two remarkable Cif'^ 
cumftances are recorded of Rhea'^ Delivery of 
Jov E.whichtho' apparently different, or even con- 
tradiftory, are exadly of the iiune Significaocy : 
The firft and beft known bears, that his gloomy 
parent, relentlefc Time, had fiirallowed up all 
' his former Progeny and coverc4 them in 0\h 

fcurity and Oblivion ; and th^ fef:ond, that 
the terrible Titans (jarring Principles of the 
Chaos) had themfelves iat by Rbea in Child* 
birth, and received and tore in pieces all the 
JWale-Children as foon as they were born": 
. that 

•• The Jtv" «ll«i the tttmaritan Templt, in a Word of 
Gretk Derivadon, DUHKl?!) IlfXiSw vaoV, ^le Dmigbill-XimpU, 
and nagj Sichar l^rAxaA oi Scbecbtm) aXye: And ^tSama- 
nwwinicturacalW the TtwfltQfJtrufalm Nr>'>p'^ ftO 
tht Hmfi t/'DuHS' and fince its Deftruaion BfnSS tVO 
Mda Plagae, th Houft tfCdamitj. ^ 

' 'Onra-flli )t« i'i 'PE'H Tiit1«,w«f« rh S iwawrt 
TITlfNEr, ^ t'vts» iuvirm iffma. trdvlx.- 
See Page 49. Nott >. EIU^ ZIBTA. 
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tiiat is, deftroycd all the various Combinatipnstyett.12, 
into which the Chaos had run, until a fu-'-'^v— ' 
pcrior vivifying Power was produced, of all- 
mighty Influence to unite and preferve them. 

* It was when firft he reared his etherial Head, 
' that all Things fpontaneous appeared in their 
' proper Forms, the great Goddefs Mother^ 

* Earth, die lofty Tops of the re-echoing 

* Mountains, the wide-fpread Ocean, and 

* whatever the immenfeHeaven contains within 

* it ^' Before that, they had lain overwhelmed 
in the unfethomable Abyfs, the Seminary of 
Being and Exiftence, where this fupremc 
Power tells his Confort fhe could produce no* 
thing without him ; not the' fhe betook herfelf 
to the ufntoft Boundaries of the Earth and 
Sea, where lapetus and Saturn (Desire and 
Time) are fitting joylels without a Ray of the 
enlivening Sun, or genial Breath of a rcfrefhlng 
Gale; bat deep Tsr/izraj cirqumfufed arountj 
them ^ 

Some fuch Idea as this of Defire and Timii 

being ihut up in perpetual Darknefe until they 

... were 

OP*. ritiK. 

See Page S6, and Page 91, Notes 'andd. 

■ « III I ■ • I ■ Qijf HHt Tit \ltl<tT» WIipoS' (XM«I 

f «('»? ^ we'woio- 7v 'lAIIETOZ n KP0N02 rt 

'. Tf jwosraf, J'uT »»i^fl,n, /3»3tJe H tiTAPTTAPOS «/*(?!>. 
See Page 87 and 88, Note ■. OMHP. lAIA^, B. 
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Lett. 1 2* were delivered by a fuperior Principle of Light ^ 
*— "^"^ and Beings feems to have been wandering diro' 
the Mind of the celebrated German Myftic % 
when ID his uiigmatical way, he iays, " N9* 
" tbiT^ hungreth after Somethings and the 
" Hunger is Dejire. So that Nothing is filled, 
*' and yet remains Nothing ; it is only a Pro- 
" perty, to wit, Darknefs. This is the Eye cS 
*• the Abyfi — the eternal Qiaos, wherein 
" all, whatfoever Time and Eternity have, it 
** cont^ned — its peculiar and proper Name 
" b JeovOf (Exiftence)." Had this muddy 
Meta^yfician been infpired by any gayer Mule, 
each of thefe abih'aft Notions had aflumed a 
Ferlbn and Chamber, and like Saturn, lafetta 
and the Titans^ a£led their Parts ia the Drama 
of the Creatbn, 

But you will readily obierve in all poetical 
Accounts of the Generation of the World, 
that Jupiter is Satum*9 youngeft Child ; 
that is to iay, the laft and lateft Produi^ion of 
Time; and cou'd therefore have no hand in 
its original Creation: Among the PhUofbphen 
It was quite otherwiie : few of them bad any 
Notion of the Rile of the Univerfe from No- 
ting } but they fu{^>Qfed yupiter to be the 
eternal Principle of Life (fo his Name plainly 
imports) that firft modelled the mi^h^ pre- 
oufting Ma£> and now governs and keejls it iir 
order. The moft authentic Fragment c£ the 
old mythobgical Philofiiphy, pte&rved by 

• Jacob Bihu. Di«ginU 
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JDiegefus Laertias^ is a Summary of PHEltE-Lett.i2> 
cyDES Syrios's Dodtine concerning the Rife*— >^ 
of Things and Be^ning of the World. 
' J"piitfi %» he, and Sa/urrty and Ceres 

* were eternal ; and Ceres obtained the Name 

* of TAIA' {generating Earth) after that ?«• 

* piter had preferred her to Honour '.* Tbe& 
few Words wou'd bear a large Compiemtaty^ 
were there now any need to ex|^n them 
to Tm. They contain the olddl: philofo- 
pbical Creed in the concilcft Terms j as if ] 
he had iaid, * Mind and Time and Mat- / 

* TER were eternid, and Matter be- / 

* came a fniit^l Mother after the all-mighty ' 

* Mind bad put honour upon it by endow- 
' ing it with a Capacity of Generation.' Take 
a little leifiire to view thefe three Ideas f 
vid to compare their Operations with what- 
ever Accounts you have dfcwhere heard of 
the Beginning of Things ■, you will find it well 
employed { and the Sulked requires it. 

Th s Poets, on the other hand, underftoocf 

yapiter to be a material Principle, of the 

pureft 

f ZETZ ^1 >^ KPONOS l9 att i^ XQCOt Hf. XOOm 
A (M/ita iyarrt TH, iviiAi «vrq ZET£ yif»s ithu 
fl 'Ot oufmit n tSm rt h l*9f(pn put— w 

' Tbilwi v«1«, X* mrf&iuv it (pao( 

Tim Tl dnrrvf..*-^ ETPini^ wm^ rit BrZCB^ 
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Lett.ia.pureft Nature indeed, die vital vivifying Eth e b, 
^— Sr*^whidi they took tobe the firft original Source 
of Life, ^nd c*lcbrated him accordingly. It 
'" was he wht) quelled the Rebel-7»tf7j-Gods, 
and eflabliQied Harmony and good Order in 
the Creatibii; and it is be- vihohy his imme- 
diate "invigprating Power produces and orders 
all^ things in Heaven and in Earth, being now 
the fupreme Parent and Ruler both of Gods 
and Men. 

yupiteromnipofens^ rerum^ regumque^ deumque^ 
Progenitor J genitrixque. — - 

Whsn the el^nt and unfortunate Oaidht 
down to write his Fafii^ and was beginning to 
confider the Name and Nature of Janus, 
from whom the Month of January and Entry 
of the Year b denominated, a fudden Light 
Hione around him as he &t } the wondrous 
Form of the two-faced. God prefented itfdfto 
his View, and encouraged the terrified Poet to 
alt what he pleafed concerning his Origin and 
, : l*ower. Addreffing himfelf therefore with 
'' Reverence to the heavenly Vifion, he firfl; 
enquired njohtch of the Gods be was? Since 
even Greece bad no Jucb Deity j and received 
this Anfwer ; 

* lam old Chaos, the ancienteft of Things: 

* This ambient Air, and the three remaining 

* Elements Fir^ Water and Earth, were once 
'! 5 ofic "un jiftjuguiflied 'Mais. — ^— Whatfoever 

* thou 
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* thou fee'ft around diec, the azure Heaven, Left. i2." 

* the fleecy Clouds, the pathtels Sea, and *— v— ' 
' boundleis Earth open and {hut by my- pow- 

' erfiil Hand. Sole Guardian I iit of .the 

* iramenfe World, whofe eternal Hinges are 

* only turned by me. — I prefide oyer the 

* Gates, of Heaven attended by the Seajbns ; 
' and guide ev^n Jove in the Circumvolution 

* of the Sky: Hence I am called Janus'':' 
And hence we may fee both what the. An- 
cients undcrftood by Jupiter ^ and . how many 
ways they, had .of expreffing his Dependance / 
upon the other Parts of the Univerfc, and the . 
Neceflity he lay under of governing it according 
to their feveral Natures. , ' 

But the Birth of "Janus did not finally 
fettle the new-maije World: Other Deities 
were afterwards produced, who put the laft 
hand to this mighty Frame, * For after Chaos 
' and Cpnfufxop di&ppcared, fays the Mule of 

* Memory to the fame Poet ', and Nature had 

' ftparated 

" Mb Chaos antiqui. (nam res fumprHca) vocabuiti 

Arpice quam longi temporis a£ta catiatn : 
(iUcidiu hie Act, ei qu»,iria coqxtra reAanC, 

Ignis, Aqiix, Tellus, uniu acervus etant. - 
Quicqaid ubique vides, Ccelum, Marc, Niibila, TcUut, 

Omnia funt nolbil daufa, patentque manu. 
Me penes eft unum valti cuuo4ia Mundi, 

Et jus vertendi cardinis onuic thcum eft. —-r 
Ttxbdeo Foribiu Cceii cum mitiltus Horis 

It, redit, officio Jupiter igft meo. 
Inde vocor Iahus.' Fastorvh Lib. i. f . 4. 

' PoLYMNiA one of the three ancient Mufes, denominand 
£vn mAAn pft'a great MentOO'- ^^ Liifiaa'a Treaufe of 
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lxtt.12'* feparated into its feveral Portions, tho' thfl 

*— V— <'' &rth had funk down with its Weight, and 

' drawn after it the Sea, and the Heaven had 

' mounted aloft with the ctherial Fires, yet 

* neither Heaven nor Earth remained unmoved 

* in their pr<^r Pkce^ nor would the leflcr 
' Luminaries give way to the Sun: Some vulgar 

* God would often ufurp 5tf /urn's Throne, and 

* any ftroling upAart Deity wou'd put himfelf 

* on the level with old Octan^ and take place 
' of ancient Tetbys^ Things cmtinued in this 

* uncertain State unulHMwr and Sxverencehc- 

* got Majesty, who iilled Heaven and Earthy 
' Uk Day fhe was born. Awe and Dread 

* &.t down by her, and all the three, being 

* defended by Jove's Thunders from the At- 

* tacks of the Titans, have never fince iltrred 

* from the Kde of" thk God, wh now rules 

* Supreme, having rightly ranged all the Im- 
' mortals, and alibied to each their particular 

* Dignity '/ In fhort, to have a juft Concep- 
tion of ancient J'ew let us firft rccoUeft Zeno's 
pefinition of Nature, Jfg/iem ejfe artijtciofum 
0d^gnendum progredientem viS "•, that it was 

a 

PMtii^ ud PhuarfU's Tab/t'Onwrfiuhmt. p4/flymiii»<»/u 
a later Name. IbfiodioA the old Ch-teiaii Writtn make but 
four ^rOaUet of it. 
* AfidetiUaJovi: J«vis eftfidiffimaCuftost 

Et pisflat fine vi Sceptra tremenda Jovi. Ori P. Rifiir.V> 
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a flaftic Firty ever generating by RuUi andLett.12* 
then obey the mcrfl philofophi^al of all the *— v"^ 
Poc% while he bids us 

Look up and view th'immenfe Expanje <f 

Heaven^ 
^e endlefi Ether, in bis genial Arms, 
Clafping the Earth: Him call tbou God and 
Jove'. 

And now, my Friendl judge of the Pro- 
pnety of his Delignatkxis and Claim to Do- 
minioD, when you have read what the other 
eminent Author (no minute Philofopher) takes 
to be one of the highell Steps in die Scale of 
Creation. * Ether, &y$ he, or pure invi- 

* Jible Fire, the moft fubtile and elaftic of all 

* Bodies, feems to pervade and expand itfelf 

* throughout the whole Univcrfe. If Air be 

* the immediate Agent or Inftrument in natural 
' Things, it is the pure invifible Fire that is 
' th&jirjl natural Mover orSprir^ from whence 

* the Air derives its Power. This mighqr 
' Agent is every whereat hand; ready to 

* break forth into A£lion, always reftle^ and in| 

* motion, aduating and enlivening the whole 

* vifible Mafs» equally fitted to produce and 

! *° 

* 'Of«c To» i]i}<!f, -nif Sirtifm AldBPA 
JCixi yii Ttfi^ tX'"^' '''>tpAiV i* aWAdut* 
T«» vo>.^t, ri^r vyi\i OEON. ETPinUHS. 
Whmtt old Eimiiis has ^en hjs, 

Ad^Mce hoc Si^ilime cudcas, qnem ioYOcaot flfllMt 
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ixtt.i2.* to deftrc^, diftinguifliing the various ^tagcf- - 
*-n*^- * ofNamre, keeping up the perpetual Round 

* of Generation and Corruption, pregnant with 

* Forms which it conftantly fends forth and 

* reforbs; 'fo quick in its Motions, fo fub- 
' tile and penetrating in Its Nature, fo exten- 

* five in its Effcds, it feeois no other than the 

* vegetative' Soli Lf or vital Spirit of the 

* World V 

Here is the tracjupiterj the Source of Ge- 
neration and Principle of Life, that ceelejiis^ 
altijjima atbereaque Natura, id eft, tgnea, qua 
per fe omnia gignat, as CfCtro defcribes it ; that 
heavenly, mojl high, etberial, that is, igneous 
Nature, which Ipontaneous begets all ^bings^ 
the fuppofed Parent of Gods and Men. Let 
us next coniider his Juno. 

* The Air", iays the fame fagacious Au- 

* thor, is the Receptacle as well as Source of 

* all fublunary Forms -— the great Mafs or 

* Chaos which imparts and receives them. 

* The Atmofphere that furrounds our Earth 

* contains a Mixture of all the adivc volatile 

* Parts of all Vegetables, Minerals Foffils and 

* Animals. Whatever perfpires, corrupts or 

* exhales, impregnates the Air, which being 

* a<fted upGin hy the folar Fire (here is literally 

* Conjugis in gremium lata defcendit) pro- 

* duceth within itielf all fort of chemical 

* Operations J 

> SeeaUblfteliuroda^ontoBoEKHAVE'sC^i^irr. 
o HPA, the Grttk Name of Jant, a but a TnnTpfifitK^ 
•f the Loten of "Aif the jtir, 
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* Operations; difpenfing again thofe Salts ahdLctt.i2r 

* Spirits in new Generations which it had re- '"— ^'"^ 

* ceivcd from Putrefadlions. The Air there- 

* fwe is an aftive Mafe of numberlefe diiFerent 

* Principles, the general Source of Corruption 

* and Generation, in which the Seeds of Things 

* ieem to lie latent, ready to appear and produce 

* their Kind whenever they light on a proper 

* Matrix. The whole Atmofphcre {c&msalive. 
' There is every where j4cid to corrode and 

* Seed to engender in this common ScminMy 

* and Receptacle of all vivifying Principles ".' 
Small is the Sketch I have here made out 

oflhefe combined Powersi if you incline to fee 
their Operations acutely inveftigated, and nobly 
dcfcribed in a manly philofophic Language, you 
may confult the Original from which I have 
taken it. There you will find the true Founda- 
tion of the Marriage made by the Poets between 
thefe Kindred-Gods ; and a little RcfleiSion upon 
their feveral Natures will now fecurely lead you 
thro' the Sequel of the Fable. No wonder if 
the ' mighty Agent, pregnant with Forms, 
that keeps up the Round of Generation,' fhould 
alTume a thouiand different Shapes to accompMi 
his Ends, and transform himfelf into the Figures 
of all the Animals that people the Earth and 
Sea : and as little, if the aiftive Mais that fur- 
rounds our Globe, the Air, whofe wondrous 

ela/iic 
» Bericeley'sSims, (.137, &c. 

K 
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httt.12. elafiic Spring ptodaccs fuch Convullions at the 
*-*v— 'Approach of Fire^ {hould be frequently em- 
broiled with her imperious Mate. The repeated 
Adulteries of this generative Power, and the 
perpetual Jarrings between him and his Spouie 
will now give no great Scandal ; nor when we 
confider at what Seafon of the Year the Atr is 
moil impregnated with etherial Seed, when it 
is, that all Nature teems, and every Tribe is 
prone to Generation, will we wonder at the 
Cuckow's being the Bird of yuno, carved on the 
top of her Scepter in Argos; or at Jupiter'^ 
transforming himfelf into this Mcffenger of the 
genial Spring, when he firft enjoyed his reludtant 
Queen: 

It Ver^ et Venus, et Veneris pranuntius ante 
Pinnaiiis graditur Zepk/rus veftigia propter *. 

As Truth once lighted up fliineson every thing 
around it, tlie lame Thr^ of Reflation will 
guideusthro'lheLabyrinthofa greater Myftery. 
For this Matron-Goddels, and Patronefe of Mar- 
riage, became once a year a pure unlpotted Vir- 
gin, upon bathing herfelf in a lacred Fountain 
in the Argive Territory: This grand Secret 
tranipired fomc way from the folemn Initiations 
into her Myfteriesi and the Name of the Spring, 
Canatboy which produced the miraculous Alte- 
ration*. It has probably been a hot Mineral 
that acquired new Strength upon the Turn of 

the 

> T.L0CRIT. Lib. V. * Pauiax. Conntliiac. 
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the Year, and perhaps by Ebullition'', or Ex-Lett.12.' 
halations emitted on a Change of the Tempera- *— >— ^ 
ture of the Air, might be a Mark of the re- 
turning Spring, and thereby a Source of Gain to 
the artful Prieft, and a Trap for the credulous 
People. When the Fountain difcolourcd with 
the Ablutions, no doubt, of the Goddefe, or 
feemcd to boil in virtue of her bathing, the Ait 
was again in a proper Temper for Generation j 
yum was again become a Virgin, and it was 
time to perform the annual Solemnity. Thus 
you fee how Ctrcumflances that feem quite trivial 
in themfclvcs, and little fiUy-likc Tales come to 
reprefent fome of the greateft Changes in Nature. 
They appear mean only when they are not «b- 
derflood i and have therefore a Right either to 
be ftudicd e're they are contemned, or to ufe 
Mr. 5 * * * * 's Reply to a Lord-Mayor, who 
fiillofhis bulky Dignity wasanfwering difdatn- 
fuUy, ' he did not underftand him :' 5/r, Icon' 
not mend your Vnderfianding. Even the Con- 
traditions that (hock us in a curfory Survey of 
fcvcral Parts of Mythology evanifli upon a ftrifter 
Search, and appear not only confiftent with 
Truth, but eflential to the Subject. Jupiter is 
lionoured with the Epithet of beneficent ', and 
loaded with that of pernicious '——He is Jovf 
K2 the 

< Us Canaa lignifiei to grow red, tnudd/ j to mix Water 
with any thing that dilcoloun it : and in Hebrew HKlp Keoah, 
in pi. ntbOp Kenaoth (Canatho) burning Jealoury, boiling 
Wmh. 

t ZET2 ffwliifi©'^ • '0^wc 
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lMX.\2.t\ie Deliverer^ and Jove theDeJfroyen j^lb 
*— v^his Son is the Source of Health and Author 
of the Plague : he is Apollo the Soother' 
and Apollo the Tormentor ", and as of his 
Father, fo the bcft and the worft things 
are laid of Apollo. How (hall we reconcile 
thefe Extremes ? By remembering what thefe 
Powers reprefent : By recollefting what the 
learned laft-quotcd Author lays of Ether or 
the pure invifible Fire that pervades and ex- 
pands itfelf throughout the whole Univerfe ; 
•• that it is equally fitted to produceznA to de- 
'* Jlroy; keeping up the perpetual Round of Gfi- 
" neration and Corruption^ pregnant with Forms 
*' which itconftantly_/^H(^jyflr/i> and reforbs." 

As for Fbeebus^—ihc Influence of the Suti^ 
and his various EfFeiits both upon human Bodies, 
and upon alt the animal and vegetable Race, 
ni«!y account for his jarring Attributes. I will 
not enter into the detail; Your great Phyfician 
has explained the firO: Part of this Influence in a 
Treatife worthy of its Author ', which to you 
who know him, and my Efteem of him, is the 
higheft Commendation in my power to give it : 
But that this God's mujical Capacity^ which fell 
not within the Delign of that admirable Work, 
Ihould produce various, and even clalhing Ef- 
fedls } that the lame Faculty (the Power of 
Mufic) Ifaould be the Source of great Pleafure 

' AnOAAflN lUnXtJC'^* ^^ 

" Efle quidem JpoIIinem, fed Tartoitm. Sucton. in Augufto. 
' De imperio Solis ac Lusae in corpgia humiuta. R, 
MsAD, M.D. 
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and great Pain, is a Speculation too curious toLett.12. 
be nightly pafled over. You may conceive of *— *— ^ 
it thus. 

A Strain of Poetry ftretched beyond its 
due Bounds turns to a Strain of Madnefs ; and 
that lame loft Vein of native Mufic, which 
when the Mind is in its natural State, breathes 
nothing but Harmony and Love, if raifed to an 
extravagant unnatural Pitch, racks the lab'ring 
overburthcned Breaft, and breaks loofe in Rage 
and foaming Ecftacy. Wild Looks, amazing 
Poftures, Soul-rouling Sounds, commonly ufli- 
ered the furious dithyrambic Song ; and when 
heightened by Wine and proceflional Worlbip 
were as fo many Steps that led to the tortured 
bacchanal State of toiGng and roaring ; and, like 
ravening Wolves or enraged Bears, rending in 
|Meces whatever came in the way : driven to the 
Delarts and wandering in the Woods, Danger 
was their Delight, and Mifchief their Paftime*. 
K 3 In 

" Quxinnemora, auequosagorinlpeciu 

Velox mente nova ? — U t roihi dcvio 

Rupes et Tacuum nemiu 
Mtrari libet .' O Naiadum poteus 

Bacchanimque valentiuqi 
Proceras manibus vcriere Fraxinos 
Nil mortale loqaar : dulce pericitlum efi 
— SeqiiiZJ£VM/ HoRAT. Lib.III. Odej;. 

• - Ma 1 wt iff ( 

Xudm fur S^i^n ci^uiycu S^ifi.ia 

IllaiuV UffO T«0^1C— wr"( TToXifAMIl 

Aitlpifw. ETPiniA. BAKXAI. 

ThisBacfhkPaffion bprettilyimitated by the Cavaliei Marino, 
In his Samoena, IdiUio III. Arianna. 

at 
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Lctt.12.In this woeful State, the beautiful Order, the 
*— V— ' divine Harmony of the human Breaft is defaced, 
the delicate Economy of the Paffions reverfed \ 
Piflbnancc and Torture rack the diftorted Soul, 
and wretched Marfyas^ the Rival of Mufic, 
(the diforderly Din of the Paffions, the wild 
Shout of Joy, or piercing Yell of Grief") is in- 
evitably feised ; firft whipt by Minerva ', the 
Goddcfe of Wifdom, and next hung up on a 
Pine ', and truly flea'd alive. 

Of the Blood that dropped from the rude 
Mufician, fpmng the Panifci and Satyrs ; half 
Men, half Goats; great Dancers and Pipers, 
but with a Strain of their Original, lewd, petu- 
lant and mifchievous. It was not long how- 
ever before Apollo repented of his Cruelty ; the 
Paffions ibon fublide ; the Mind returns by de- 
grees to its natural harmonious State ; and the 
Strings of his Lyre, which he had thrown away 
jn the bitternefs of Remorfe, were gathered up 

ChSmiJpigHi, ebimitiraf 
^ual Vertigine m' aggira ? 
O cbifegHO I a cht •vaneggh f 
Daitxar gU arhari qui veggit : 
£' fur tatie a mexzaiS f 
JM,, J 5! ? — 

« So his Name plainly iignifie*, H^P Mariecha, Mariyha, 
MarfyM, Fedferatia frie daloi e aut gaadia ; Exu'latia, LiiSui! 
« Syrian Terai, as Maiiyis ii a Syrian Stery. 

T Pausam. Atticii. 

* It is an AUnllan to his Name, wluch by ike finular Sound 
would be Itriking in the original Tale ; rVO^lC Merifha, Trabs : 
S/riac lor a Beam. 
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by the Moses, the mild Powers* of Invention Lett.12. 
and Meafure, who that they might no more be "-"v— ^ 
obnoxious to the like Difafler, added the MESH ^{ 
or Middle-String: a ftrange Remedy one would 
think t but an efTeftual. It is the Chord that 
makes Mufic uniform and fedate; that prevents i 
the ecftatic Leaps, the irregular Bounds, the 
IMiTonance and Difproportion that let the Paf- 
fions in an Uproar, and pour Madnefs and Mifery 
into the human Soul. The Abufe of modern 
Mufic, I mean the confining it to awake or 
(both the moft effeminate Feelings, deprives us 
almoft of any Conception of the ancient Extent 
and Power of this heart-melting Art. fiut to a 
delicate Ear, that Sound can Jcarce be formed 
which bears not a relation to fome Paflion an4 
carries not a Refemblance of fome inward Sen- 
timent. The tender Strufture therefore of the 
Mind can be foonefl reached by its correlponding 
Sounds, and delighted or diftraded according to 
their Combinations. 

This is one of thofe elegant Strokes in the 
ancient Mytholc^, little underAood, it is true, 
but (q very appofite, and expreflive, that under 
fome Apprehenfion left you fiiould imagine it 
contrived or ftrained, I beg leave to conclude 
with aiTuring you, that it is related from the 
Original without Alteration. 

I antj &c. 

• Vos lene amfilium iam, et dato 

Gaudetis alaue t Hokat. Lib. III. Od. 4. 

K4 LBrrER 
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Lttt.13. 
"""^ LErrER THIRTEENTH' 

I A M juft returned from a fliort Tour I had 
long promifed to make in X) * * * * *, and 
find myfelf doubly in your debt for a couple of 
Letters.— The kind one by Mr. ^ * * * « 
brought me welcome Accounts of your growing 
Health, and very certain Proofs of your Good- 
humour, It was put in my hand juil as I was 
going to take horfe ; and the Hurry of Gjm- 
pany that flocks about one in the Country left 
me not an Hour's Leifure to anfwer it. My 
Journey would have been every way agreabic 
but for fome Remains of the IlUhumour raifed 
in that County by the late Election : Families 
in oppolite Interefts carry it ib high that, like 
Rival-Courts, or if you pleafe, Rival-Toafts, a 
Vifiter in one is hut coldly received in another. 

I WitL frankly confcfe to you the Vanity 
(if it be fo) of my Wifli, that my Friends fliould 
like me the better, the longer they know me ; 
and particularly that they ihould ever find me 
incapable offo meanz. Vice as Flattery, which. 
at once profiitutes Truth and Manhood. In 
confidence of this Indulgence, 1 will venture to 
tell you, that your !aft Epiftle gave me exqui- 
fite Pleafure. The juft Sentiments of Men and 
Manners, and that true Tafte of Life which 
with high Delight I perceive to be growing upon 
you, 
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you» willbeaconftantFund of EntcrtainraentLett.13. 
to us both. How elegant is every Period of *-"V— ^ 
k! and how true! What an honeft Indignation 
it expreffes agunft your vulgar Gentlemen,— r 

* unfeeling Souls ! incapableof Friendftiip, orof 

* any higher Tafte, than Bagatelle et Brutal 
« Jii^ /—While at the iamc time, how amiable 
the Contrail ! The eafy, well-bred, generous 
Man, enjoying the true Relifti of Life himfelf, 
and imparting like the Sun a Flow of Joy and 
Contentment to all about him. Well, Mr.* * * * 

I begin to bcUeve it becomes no body fo well as ' 
a real Gentleman to he wife : his genteel Man- 
ners and polite Language give a Grace to Wif- 
dom itfelf. They fmooth the rugged Paths of 
Philofophy, unbend the Brow of auftere Virtue, 
lend a new Luftre to Learning, and polilh every 
Talent in Life. Your tmaffcdted Reflexions 
upon the moft important Subjects, and under 
very various AfpeiSs of Things, gave rife to thefe 
Sentiments, and confirmed me in the Opinion, 
that it is not in the retired Hermitage or lonely 
Cell, we are to look for the moft exalting Prin- 
ciples or the nobleft Pradlice. Worth, Truth, 

Conftancy, Contempt of Death, Improvement 
of Life, with all the fliining Train of genuine 
Virtues. No— —I find a Gentleman who lives 
much in the World ; who has feen, and like 
SotOMON, (bared in its Joys, can really believe 
that the Meafure of a happy Lot is not the 
Number of Days or accumulated Years j but 

a 
,1, .^hyGoo^lc 



154 Letters concerning Mythology, 

LcK.i3.a Difchat^e of the Duty of our Station, be it 
*— V— 'long or tran0ent, with Dignity and Honour, 
To fuch a one we may iay with great Proprieqr, 

Faltx, qui potuit rerum cogm/cereCaufas, 
Mque meius omms et inexorabik Fatum 
Suhjecit Pedibui^ ftrepttumque Acherontis 
avari t 

And now.my Friend, that the worft is part,' 
I feel a pleafing Serenity fucceed the Gloom that 
for fome Weeks hung over my Mind. I can 
now think of iT * * * * without a Sigh j or ra- 
ther perceive a lilent Smile ileal upon me at the 
mention of the agreeable Name ; and have a 
ftrong Inclination to imitate the Doftor of Dfrry, 
who told his Patient, he mull not relaple for 
three Days, until he fhould return to attend him. 
You muft not have fuch another Fit until I 
can perfuade myfelf to be lefi anxious about 
' you : for I would not undergo the painful Ap- 
preheniions, nor live in the reillels Agitation that 
toffed and tortured me during your laft Sicknels, 
for any Confideration. It is, I know, insepa- 
rable from a real Affcdion : ^«/j enimfecurus 
amavit f But then a Gentleman of your thorow 
Good-nature, will certainly out of regard to 
one who loves you, take every Precaution in 
your power, not to give him Pain. I am fure 
this will have weight with you : add to it the 
Warning you have had from your ConftJtution, 
not to tf efpais againll it, nor trull it too far to 

its 
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its fuppoicd Strength. Henceibrth let no Per-Lett.13. 
fuafion, no Company, no Temptation indacx '■""v** 
you to rilque that without which Life and all 
ite Enjoyments are tafteleis and burthenibme; 
jindin this veipe&f'— Fix your ^rm Re/ohfy 

WiJ^m to wed and pay her long Arrear. 

Great Reafon has a nc^Ic Author to %, 
that it is Cowardice^ meer Cowardice, that de- 
ters Men from Virtue and plunges them in Vice, 
when one round hearty Refolve would rid them 
of a Train of Miferies, 'Tis of a piece with 
an uncommon Phrafe employed by a jufl and 
happy Writer, if there be one in Antiquity, 
Sapere aude i Dare to be wife. No Habit or 
Courfe of Life to which we have been accu- 
flomed but requires Couragf to throw it df : 
And yet there is not a Friend or Companion 
you have, at leaft none worth keeping, who 
will like you the worle for being truly tempe- 
rate. Let him even be a little loofe l^mfelf, in 
his inmoil Soul he muft approve of you, and 
eftcem you the more for being unlike him : For 
well knows my Friend, there is no neceflity to 
lay afidePleafantry and Good-humour, in order 
to aHume Temperance and Integrity. We may 
be as ferene, nay as gay as we pleafe ; and have 
much better Reafon to be Co^ when once we 
have come to contemn Fice^ and all the llavifli 
Crew <rf Fcar^ Rcmorfcs, cndleis Purfuits 
and inlktiate Cravings that attend her. It is 
true, 
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Lctt.13.trae, the utterly Abandoned, the refolutely 
'— V— Wicked will look upon you as a Man of another 
Party, and turn your Conduct into Ridicule if 
they can. But would you wiih for their Ap- 
probation ? — for their Applaufe — whole Friend- 
ships are Le^es in Wickednefs, only cemented 
by fimilar Lewdnefs ? To pity the Perfons of 
the Vicious, and aflifl them even in the Ills 
which their Follies have broaght upon them is 
one of the fitft Leflbns of Virtue and DiiSates of 
Humanity. Are we therefore to love, efteem, 
or kwp them company ? Are we to behave to 
them as we would to Men exempt from their 
Faults and adorned with the oppofite Virtues F 
Such a one is a fad worthlefe Fellow, without 
Morals or Conduft : you can truft him with 
nothing. • But, faid a noble Perfon of your 

* Acquaintance, he is a fhrewd witty Dog, and 

* very entertaining j I'll fend and have him here 

* while I ftay in the Country. Mr. B * * * * 

* my Neighbour is a knowing accomplilhed 
' Gentleman; but he is deviliflily fober, and 
' looks fo ftay'd and fpeaks fo accurate that 

* I cannot bear him. Here John! Take a 

* Horfe, and ride quickly over to P m, 

* and tell Wili Waggijb that I expedl him here 

* to fpend the Week with mc; and defire 

* the Servants, if Mr. S * * * ftiould call 

* To-day or To-morrow, to tell him that I 

* a'nt at home. I'm gone a vifiting, d'ye 

* hear ? and don't know when I return.' 

Inatten- 
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Inattentive People, efpecially the mif-LeW-r3* 
called Men of Pleafure (the meereft Drudges of'"-^^ 
the human Race) by living fome lime in this 
way, come at laft to think every Thing deceit 
and lawful that fuits their Inclinations : While 
they are in a Career of Diyerfions, they really 
look upon Honour, Integrity, and^Virtue ai 
empty infigniiicant Sounds. 

Virtutem Verba putant^ uthucum Ugna— 

So indeed they are to thofe who have no Feeling 
of the Things j fuch Perfons receive much the 
jiame Benefit from all that can be faid in Com- 
mendation of Worth and Wifdom, as the late 
ferene Dauphin of France did from all the ela- 
borate Editions of the ClaiHcspublilhedfor his 
Ufe. To them 1 would only recommend to 
go more tborvwly to work, and if the Joys 
they purfue be genuine, to devote themfelvcs 
wholly to them. They are but puny ftarveling 
Rakes in comparifon of fome of their Prede- 
ceflbrs. I remember to have read of a cele- 
brated Debauchee among the Ancients, the 
Bafinefe of whole Day it was, to get drunk at 
Night. This wife and ingenious Peribn (forfo 
to be fure he thought himielf) prepared few the 
Evening Campaign with great Addrefsand Affi- 
duity. He flept long, eat delicately, rubbed, 
bathed, aired and walked, juft as much as would 
bell fit him for the dear Fatigue of being drunk. 
When that grand Point was attained, like a 
Man 
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Lett.13.Ma11 of Spirit, who had a£ted his Part with 
*— v** Dignity, and folly reached the Purpofe of Life, 
he ordered his Serrants every Evening to lay him 
on a magnificent Couch, and carry him in prO' 
ceffion with decent Funeral-Pomp from his 
Salon thro' a Suite of Rooms to his Bedchamber* 
calling out triumphantly all the way, Bebiiikb 
— BEBinKE, He bath Ihed^ he batb liv^}- 
the Form of Funeral Service for the Dead. 

Seriously, my Friend, Intemperance, or 
Vice, of any Species is but a Jickly inconfiftent 
Thing } and we are obliged to make great Al- 
lowances to be able to bear with it. You hate 
the whole, and you both hate and contemn 
the half- Knave: a Man who falflBes his Word, 
who eludes his Promifes, fhuffles in his An- 
fwers, or fwcrves in his Dealings, draws your 
Averfion j and moft juftly. But why hate by 
halves ?— why cenfurc one Vice feverely and 
connive at another ? Be conlifletit in your 
Judgement and Liking : Love not the private 
ealy Companion in the public mercenaryTraitor; 
nor approve the pretended Patriot, be he ever 
fo flaming, in the private immoral Profligate '.. 
I do not hy that what is good in a vicious Cha- 
racter is not to be approved ; nor deny but that 
the fame Character may in different refpeCts be 
virtuous 

* It was an Ordinance in theadmirable Conftitationof^/«rt«, 
when any PerTon noiotioufly vicious made a wholeTome Propolal 
to the Public, that fome Man ofknownl^nbitylboDldinoaDtthe 
Roflnun, and repeat the fame Propglal, that it mig^t pa& into * 
Pccrec aod be enacted in bis Name. 
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virtuous and vicious; much left do I embrace Lett. 13. 
die Stoical Paradox, that all Vices arc equally '— v^ 
pernicious and criminal : But I lay it down as 
a lacred Maxim, That every Man is wretched 
in proportion to his Vices; and aiErm the nobleft 
Ornament of a young generous Mind, and the 
fureft Source of Pleafure, Profit and Reputation, 
in Life, to be an unreferved Acceptance of 
Virtue. Take the lovely Gueft but once 
into your Bolbm, refolve Aridly and ileadily to 
follow her Diftates, ftie will diffiife a Joy and Se- 
renity thro' your Soul, a Confidence and Cou- 
rage thro' your Speech and Conduft, fuch as no 
corrupt Heart ever felt, or guilty Hand put in 
execution. This refpeds the important I^rts of 
Life ; as to the pkafant, they follow their 
Betters. The fweeteft Ingredient in Mirth is 
Innocence ; it heightens and refines the Hu- 
mour, and doubles the Relifh of every Enjoy- 
ment. I have feen many bad Men brutally 
merry ; but never one of them quite open, eafy, 
and unchecked in his Mirth. That abfblute 
Serenity, that fupreme Eafe is the fole Gift of 
Virtue. To her Chofen alone, fhe gives to 
tafte Gayety and Pleafure unmixed \ to drink 
of the pure Stream that flows fpontaneous 
from confdous Worth, and Beneficence to 
Men : To all others it is daflicd and imbittered 
in proportion to the Crookednels of their Minds, 
Inhumanity of their Tempers, and Intempe- 
rance of their lives. 

J Shall 
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Shall I wrong you in fuppofingyou appre- 
"'hcnfive of fuch a ftrifl Refolution, as if it 
would lead you into thorny Paths, or con- 
iineyou to a narrow Track, full of Scruples 
and Peeviihne^ ? Trufl me, it will not. 
On the contrary, fFifdonis H^ays are Wayt 
of PleafantnefSt and all her Paths are Peace, 
The peculiar Felicity of fuch a Temper of 
Mind, omng beyond controverfy to our di- 
vine original Frame, is the Simplicity of its 
Direftory. You need no intricate Syftems, 
nor abftmie ambiguous Rules to lead you the 
Road of Ebj^inels: One plain Principle will 
prove an unerring Guide in this flow'ry Path, 
for ever ftrew'd with irefli Contentment and 
unrepcnted Pleafure. Would you be exempt 
from Uncafincfe ; Do no one thing you know^ 
or but fufpeSi to he wrong. Would you enjoy 
the pureft Pleafure j Do every thing in your 
power you are convinced is right''. A little 
Attention to the inward Monitor we lamely 
call Confcience, will difcover him to be your 
beil Friend, ^thful and true ; fond and for- 
ward to do good, while he mull be draped 
reluftant even to doubtful Evil : for to ap- 
prove of it open and undifguifed, neither the 
Songs of the Sirens could ever allure, nor the 
Tortures of Tyrants ever compel him. No 
fooner does the Species of any Conduit, or Idea 

of 

* •— wrftTMB & jUoAir' M%in» retvtSv. 
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of any one Aftion ftrike upon the Underftand-Lett.i^r 
ing, than it is immediately remitted to this in- "-~v-— » 
corrupt JudgCj who tranfmits it to the Will 
brightened with his Approbation or blackened 
with his Diflike ; and if the inward Occonomy 
be found, it' is put in execution as good, or re- 
jeftedasbafe, according to the Mark of his So- 
vereign Controul. Deceived he may be in par- 
ticular Inftances, when FaWchood is piefented 
to him in the Garb of Truth ; but bribed or 
biaffcd he never can, from the general Retfli- 
tude of his Intention, fmgly to promote the 
Weliare of Men, by aiTuring them, nay by 
making them ^e/ that their Happinefe depends 
upon their acquitting themfelves fully and fairly 
of the Duties of Humanity. How often have 
you heard it faid of a private Gentleman, He 
•wotCd not da an HI thing for the World '? Glo- 
rious Charaftcr ! and I hope more frequent than 
is commonly believed *— a Charader to be 
courted, or to fay it better dejerved by every 
Man who wiflies to live happily ; and to taftc 
genuine Pleafure. 

Cou'd ray Friend now take one other Step 

with me ? I know he can and fain wou'd I 

alTure 

* Lardando i PrccettJ di xxnu iavl Fibfoli, diremo in poche 
Patole, bafisT ch' uno fia, come fi dice, Huama da bene ; che in 

3udlofi coraprendebFrudeiixa, Bonta, Forcezza e Temperanxa 
'anijiio, e tucte le altre condizioni che ad honorato Nome con- 
vengono: ediolliino quel folo elTer veio Filolbfb morale, che 
•vuelifer hueno I td ^ cia gli biibgnano pochi alui Pcecetii cbc tal 
yslanta. Corttgiano del C. fi. CaAiglione. 
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Lett.i3.afliire tnyfclf He will. If the Happinefa of our , 
*-''v—' Lives depend upon Our Obedience to this Home-* 
Cenjhr lodged in every Man's Brcaft, it muft 
heeds increafe in proportion to our Attention to 
bis Diftatcs, and diminifli according to our Ne- 
gligence. What a Thought is there ? what a 
Fund of uncloying Plcafure pointed out to a 
noble Youth in the Bloom of Life, as yet un- 
tainted with Viqe and fond of real Fame ? To 
live without Remorfe, in bliisful Ignorance of 
irrward Pangs^ we muft do no one thing we 
but fufpeft to be wrong i to be truly hai^y, we 
muft do whatever we believe to be right : But 
wou'd you exalt and refine this Happinefi, you 
muft be at pains to examine what is right, and 
atpaim to put it in Execution ^. Startle not at 
the word ; for in exaft proportion to your Pains 
will be your Pleafure. In the ordinary Occur- 
rences of Life, fuch a Condudt will procure you 
Peace and Plenty at home, and Refpe^ and 
Confidence abroad; But in public Stations it 
leads to the higheft pitch of human Felicity 
and puts the Man who honeftly aims at it ip 
the dired Road to Heroifm and Immortality. 

Look around you, my Friend, and observe, 
whether the happieft (I do not lay the richeft) 
be not at the feme time the bcft and wifcft of 
your Acquaintance ? while you can fcarce meet 
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a Wretch who has not been made foby Vice orLett.13. 
Folly J it is finely laid by our old Englifli Sa- '■""''-^ 
tirift, 

A Mifrule^ that afFeds the Offender himlelf 
in tlie firft Place, and but confequentially thofe 
who are connected with him. Such a Perfon, 
we &y, is loft to all Senfe of Honour or Shame. 
Think a little what may be the Meaning of 
that Expreflion. Is it not, that by aCourfe of 
ImmtM^lity he has vitiated his natural Percep- 
tions of Right and Wrong, and dulled his Tafie 
of Beauty and Virtue? This we commonly call, 
in a ftrong Metaphor, a feared Confcience, be- 
caule it is callous and unfeeling ; and then, the 
inward Monitor lofes a great Part of his Power j 
his Voice becomes faint, and his Diftates feeble j 
tho' it rarely happens that he is fo intirely per- 
verted but that he roufcs at Intervals, and fpeaks < 
in a Tone that nnafccs his Tyrant tremble. But 
he is much ofmer treated, than born down ; as 
when our moral Reditude is mifguided, a falfe 
Species of Good pafled up(m us inftead of the 
true, and the dduded Fancy taught to fubfti-. 
tute (otat perverfe partial End in which to place 
its Haf^aoe^, inftcad of the free Ezercife of its 
native Faculties in doinggood. This is done by 
the Excels fomett^nes oi one Paflion, and fome- 
L2 times 

t Vm o S of Pitret P/tnumaVi 
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ljett.13. times of another: Love, Ambition, Envy and 
'-•■v-^' Avarice take their turns in the fuccccding Stages 
of Life, and prefent uswith their Favourites in 
impofing Lights ; which' — no fooner vanilh, 
than the Objefts appear in their genuine Co- 
lours, and tliis upright Cenfor revokes his Ap- 
probation. 

But the grand Sorcecefs,JIy Super^ition, ap* 
proaches wiih an Air of Sandtity, and hood- 
winks unhappy Men, not for any one Period 
as the other PafHons, but alas 1 for Life. Efi" 
fnared and hampered by the Soul, as our comic 
Poet fays, they look at tWiigs only thro' the 
magic G\a& which the Enchantreis holds up to 
them, and ftart amazed when prefented to them 
undilguifed. Thro' itthey fee Nature reverfed, 
the World turned upfide down, and curfc the 
Creation to oblige its Author. 

You, my Friend, are in little hazard of this 
gloomy Goblin : f ou know that Virtue, when 
genuine and fincere, gives a Dignity to human 
Nature ; and can believe the nc^Ieft Genius of 
Antiquity when he fcruples not to affirm That 
theBreaftofaMan, adorned with JuIHce, Hu- 
manity, and Regard to the Laws, is the mofl 
augufi Temple that can be reared to God. It is 
from Syrens of fofter Aipeft and fwceter Vdcr^ 
you have more to fear, tho' you have lately had. 
a fuffident Difcovery of their hidden Defbmrities. 
You have had a View of their nether Parts, and. 
ieen that the fair Face and alluring Song only 
ferv» 
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ferve to conceal the devouring Monfter. Wou'd Lett.13. 
youcffcftually avoid them f — Betake yourfelf to '""^^'^ 
Knowledge, Virtue, and the Duties ctiTa Man : 

* For when the all-wiJe Creator had formed 
' the two Contraries, Pleafure and PatTiy he 
' found it impoHible to reconcile the implacable 

* Enmity fubfifting between their oppoiite Na- 

* turcs : but as there was lifcewife a Nccef- 

' fity that they fhould at times occupy one and 

* the fame Subjeft, he blended their Extremities, 

* and joined them ib infeparably, that the one is 

* never found in any great degree without the 

* other. One fole Species of Joy efcaped the 
' fetal Tye, to wit the Pleafures of the Under- 
' Jianding or contemplative Delight. She alone 

* ftretched herfelf beyond the Extremity of 
' Pain, and leaving all her Siller Pleafores to 

* wander with their grievous Aflbciate on the 

* Sides of Mount Olympus, (where the clear 

* Sky is oft o'ercaft) die mounted to the Top, 

* where flie balks fcrenc in ambient Light, 

* evcr-ftreaming in perpetual Day.' 



lam, &c. 
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Lett. 14 

LErrER FOURTEENTH, 

I SINCERELY congratulate your Return 
to Study and Retirement in fo eafy Circum- 
llanccs and delicious a Situation: the* I cou'd 
rot chufe but fmile, at the Change of your Sen- 
timents along with your Praaicc. You not 
only read the old Stories of the Heathen Gods 
with plcafure, but are become a Judge of their 
Propriety ; and I am taken to toflt for departing 
from the Standard of ancient Orthodoxy, the 
Writings of Homer, in making Pan to fpring 
immediately from Cbaosy while, according to 
the infpircd Poet, he was the Son of Mercury 
and Grand-fon of Jove. 

The Charge, 1 muft acknowledge, is juft: 
But with all due Submiflion to the Poet's Pre- 
tenfions to Infpiration I can not admit his Wri- 
tings to be the fole Standard, or even the purefl 
Source of primitive Mythology. The ancient 
Bards who iirft went down to Egypt from 
Greece, have, in my opinion, a preferable Claim j 
and to the Fragments of their Compofitions, and 
efpecially to the Orphic Hymns, I wou'd at any 
time appeal from Homer in a Point of m'^ical 
Theology, 

From Homer! ikyyou, the Prince of the 
Poets. the Father of Science-* the Inter- 
preter of the Gods-— and Inftruitor of Men ! — 

Be 
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Be not furprized ; I confefs my Opinion is un-Let^.14. 
common, and muft appear highly heretical to a *— v— » 
young Convert, zealous for the authentic Canon, 
the Bafis of his mythical Creed. But Tradition 
and Truth, you'll allow, arc not always of a 
Side ; elfe you and I, like our docile Anceftors, 
had been paying Peter's Pence, procuring Maffes 
to efcape Purgatory or making Pilgrimages to 
St. Thomas a Becket : Nor would 1 have ven- 
tured on fo ticklifh an AlTertion, had I not be- 
lieved it capable ofthecleareft Evidence. And 
firft, the Pradliceofthe ancient Devotion in the 
heathen Church was not always fevourabic to 
our admired Poet. An accurate Writer, well 
verfed in the old Divinity; but moderate, like a 
low-church Man, gives a formal decifive Tefti- 
mony upon this Point. It is Paufanias I mean, 
in whom we fee a lively Inftance of a Map of 
very good Senfe and great Learning being a true 
Believer in the Religion of his Country. * The 

* Thradan Orpheus, fays he, was reprcfented 

* on Mount Helicon with TEAETH, {Initia- 

* tion or Religion) by his Side, and the wild 
» Beafts of the Woods» ibme in marble, fome 

* in Bronze, ftanding around him. Hisi^jwffj* 

L 4 * are 

* The Hymns which we row have under tb« Name of Or- 
pheus arc the very fame which were revered by the ancient 
Greeks and ufed in their folemn Woiibip. Here i$ a coDvindng 
Prpofoftl^t important Point. In the firft Spee^ of Demc^ie-; 
nes againftAriftogiton in aCaufe where Preeedentwamot Elvoht- 
able, ' Let lu, lays the Orator, overlookingall CuAomoiWont, 

* judge righteous Judgment ; let us reverence £un oh i a that 
.' Joves biuity and pre&rvK StaUs ; aod fevereioexorableAKR 
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Lett.14.' are known bj^ thofe who have ftudied the 
*— "V"-' ' Poets to be both fliort, and few in Number. 

* The Lycomides, an Athenian Family dedi- 

* cated to lacred Mufic, havethera all by heart, 

* and fing them at their folemn Myfteries. 

* They are but of the fecond ClafsfoF Elegance, 

* being far out-done by Homer's in that refpefit. 

* But our Rel loioN has adopted the Hymns of 

* Orpheus, and has not done the fame Honour 
' to the Hymns of Homer *.' For what rea- 
fon, pray, but that the former contained a 
founder Doftrine and more orthodox Divinity 
than could be compenfated by plights of Fancy 
or Smoochnefs of Verfe? 'Tis not therefore 
without ground that I beg your Poet's pardon, 
and prefer the Teftimony of a more ancient 

Bard, 

* {Right) whom Orpheus, oar InftruOor in the molt holy 
^ Rites, places by the Throne of Jove, infpeding the AiFiirs of 

* Men (■). Let eacli of u? imagine her piercing Eye is now upon 
'■ us, and chink andvote fo as not to dilhonour ^irr frOfC) whoia 
' every Judge kis his Name.' 

Compare this with Orpheus' HymntoaiKH orRiCHT. 
Fair Juftice'fcr-reflcftingEyc Ilings 
Who plac'd befide the Tbrone of Heaven's K|ng, 
Infpedis thi- Life ofal! the tribes of Men [*). 
Andyoacannot doubt but that the I^mn leferred to by Dk' 
• noAhenp, is the&incyou have in your Hand. 

«T«Taf fiij.'iv TiXiTi»( wtlaJd'gwf 'OP*ET£ srajoc tou tJ 

^pepxu. AHMQS0. x«t. A^ir</y. »^ 

'PI'*Efi? 'TMN. Ua AXKHfJ, 
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Bard, Pronapides, who pafiedforhis Mafter,Ijett.i4. 
and who in his Poem iafcribcd the First '^■■v*^ 
World, or primary State of the Vniverfe, plain- 
ly iays. That Pan, with his three Sifters the 
Fates were born at one Birth, not of Mercury, 
but of Demogorgon, the thiaking adlive Ge- 
nius that fet the mighty Mafe on work, and 
produced every thing out of primigeirial Cbaos^ 
Th e other venerable Author of their religious 
Syftem, the old Man of ^fcra^ who fo pioully 
fung the Births and Kindred of the God^ ia 
acculed by a knowing Divine in their way, of 
having corrupted the ancient Theology } and of 
having in particijar perverted the Doftrinc of 
Saturn the primeviti God, by adding £ibulous 
' Circumftanccs of his own to the autlientic 
DoArine of his Anceftors. And in effed, the 
inore wc confider the Fragments of the very 
early Poets, the more wc fliali be convinced 
of the Corruption of the original inftrudive 
Mythology into a gpofs Legend of imaginary 
Perfgns, without Morals or Meaning. The 
ancient Hymns, fung in the Temples, were the 
moft genuine Pieces of Theology. I fay the 
ancient 5 for the modern were ibon modelled 
according to the depraved Belief of the Country; 
as the unlucky Poet who drew a Sarcafm upon 
himielf, by addrcDing Diana with the Epithets 
pf Acwffa'/* ! 90(€aV»! utairaAt"! whiqh by 
$hc by, if taken cum gramfaUs (as a Scots Divine 

fey 

KfadI Loiutkr RagiBg-Madl 
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Lett.14.faid in explaining a Myftery) is no ill Defcrip- 
*'"''~~'tion of her QuaHties or Effcfts *. The Ridicule 
that lies againft it flows only irom that common 
but delufive Rule of judging of divine things iy 
a human Standard: whereas it is principally 
here that Mr. Bays'a Maxim takes place, ff^hen 
you tye up Spirits and Pe(^le in the Clouds ta 
JPeak plain, you Jpoil all. Some fuch thing as 
this, i take your Author to have meant, when 
we are told, * That the monftrous Stories con- 

* ceming the Birth and AiSions of the Gods, 

* were certainly undcrftood by the j5>y? Grecian 
' Sages, who brought them from Egypt j but 

* that afterward?, falling into the Hands of 

* Men of warm Fancies, who thought they 

* might invent as well as their Mailers, there 

* were many traditional Stories tacked to the 

* former, fometimea unto\rardly enough, and 

* fometimes fo as to make a tolerable I^ece of 
' the literal Relation, but confounding when 
' applied to the jilUgory *.' And in another 
phice, diftinguifliing Mythology into natural 
and artificial^ he points at the lame Source of 
Corrujition; • Tliat while a Poet is intent upon 
' his Compofure, ihifirft is apt to run away 

* with the Story, and confound its own Off- 

«fp 

» In the Battle of the Gods, Iliadxxi, J^mmi is reproach'd 
by Jum with being no Match for a Godded, Sinctjovs had 
enly appoitttttl bir t«%e tbi Bewrg* »f WouiN, luUh PffWr t» 
kill dim at btr pUafiiti. 

* BN<y! I RTf pag. 50. ti. Edit. 
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* fpring, the fyfiematic Mythol<^ : whenccLett.14. 

* {pnng clajhing Circum^anceSy Inconjiftency in^"^"'^^*^ 
' FaSfi, and impenetrable Obicurlty in the 

* Meaning of the Allegory V 

I confcls I cannot help thinking, that inftead 
of being improved, Mythology was ijMilt when 
intermixed with Hijiory and human Perjom: 
A Mixture that threw it off its Hinge j and 
from explaining Nature and inftrudting Men, 
made it a Rhapibdy of inexplicable Wonders. 
With graceful Propriety it may be applied to 
human Tranfadtions, when the Subjeft of the j 
Narration will bear the Ambages et Deorum ■ 
Minijieria *; but it can never admit particular 
PerfottSy as Parts of its ori^nal Compofition. 
Whenever they are introduced, the Story becomes 
a meer unmeaning Fable, and no Mytholc^. 
Nay th? fewer of its own genuine Phantoms 
that are employ'd, the better; and the Ampler 
the Tale, the more elegant the Application. 
The learned Antiquary lately mentioned, 
Paufanim^ in his Defcription of the Ter- 
ritory of £l IS lets us know there was 
an Altar ereited there to an extraordinary 
Deity, EjliPOS ; (We wou'd call him 
opportunity) and that there was an ancient 
Hymn fui^ tt his Sacrifica, which celebrated 
the God as the very ymngefi of all Saturn's 
Children : A plain tVm^j^ic I and yet pregnane 
with 



Ibid, page 213. 
* fo^ticil Machuiery, and laterpofitiqn of tbe Ggtoi^ 
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Lctt.14.with inftrudtive Allegory. It contains all the 
*'-v— '£>o<Srlne, which the later Greeks and Romans 
opcrofely painted in their Occafio, Handing on a 
Globe, with Wings at her Feet, bald behind, 
and her Fore-top playing in the Wind ; and all 
the Moderns have moralized concerning the 
Shortnefs of Life, the Improvement of Time 
(ind happy Conjunctures. 

In the fame manner, Venus is beautifully 
f;iid both by the grave • and gay ^ among 
the Ancients to have in her Retinue, the ardent 
amorous Boy, the Sifter Graces in loofe Attire, 
^glaia, Thalia and Eupbrof^ne •; to be 
attended by Youth, a wayward Thing without 
her J and her whole Train to be conduced by 
Mercury the God of Eloquence, and Pitbo the 
Goddefs of Perfuafion j aiid fo &r ts extremely 
intelligible: But when flic is made to be in 
love with jidonis, (if a human Creature be 
meant, as I believe is not) or married to Ancbifeit 
and made the Mother of a Mortal, fhe is quite 

out 

' TLnx^fJtn'^ Tfl A^POAITH t»( yAiacn vk^iTvu 
x) (ruMpJ-fiv" — x, ya.f Di vcOMiii rti A'pfolir^ to» 'EP-- 
MHN (nj*xa3''J'pu<r«ii, m; tni Tipt to» fiftM iiSt^ /*»Afr* 
hiyu itDfiiynr TM Ti nEien ^^ rit XAPITAS, hw 
rtt^aflu AaiTp»TlMw«» ocAAnAwu S jSauXwrai, ju.11 /*«X"' 
fxnot juhJI ipiAoviiitowTtf. nAOTTAPX .?»/*. Tlctfay, 
' Feividoi tecum Poer, « folatis 

GratiiB zonu, properentque Nyinpha; ; 
£t paium copus &)f te, Juvantiu, 
Merairiufque. 

Horat. Cum, Lib. I. Qde jo. 
f To be hrithtt ilotmittg and gtrf. 
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out of my Sight—: if it be not a prettywayLett.14. 
of laying the Hero was a Baftard ; and tliat *—* 'i-*^ 
jincbifes^ while looking after his Cattle on 
Mount Ida had met with a ftraying Nyniph» 
by whom he had the pious Founder of the 
Roman State. 

* The mofl: ancient Theology, fays Plutarch^ 
( both of the Greeks and Barbarians, was 

* natural Philoibphy involved in Fables, that 

* figuratively and myftically unveiled the 

* Truth to the Learned,— as appears from the 
' Poems of Orpheus, the Egyptian Rites, and 

* Phrygian Traditions '.* A Maxim that if 
kept in mind will at once enable you to diftinguifli 
the pure primitive Dodtrinc from later Inventions, 
and (hew you the reafon why I am fo fond of 
the Fragments of the Sages, as to prefer them 
to the moft laboured Produdions of their Suc- 
ceffors: If you will keep my Secret, I will 
own to you that I cou'd have liftcned to old 
Pampho finging of mighty Jove, (or the vital 
vegetative Power that fruilifies the Earth) * as 
•wrapt in Dungy of Horfes and of Mules^ 
with as much pleafure as to Homer, who is faid 
by your Author or ftanebody he quotes, to 
have - refined upon this grofs Idea, and more 
elegantly and unmeaningly to have made his 
Jupiter ' brandijh the thunders and compel the 
V Qoudi,' 

Of 

* n^l ™v u nkxlMnXj aaIaa'aan. 
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Letti4. Of the twelve great Gods, the grcatcft, 
^'—v-*' according to the Egyptians, was Pan or the 
XJniverfe, to whom the higheil Honours were 
paid. Next to him Aood Latona or Night : 
Vulcan was next in Dignity } and then Ifis and 
Ofiris, with Orus, or Ligbf, their Son. That 
is, in wcftem Language, That the Univerfe, 
comprehending Nature and all her Powers, lay 
o'erwhelmed in Darknefs, until the igneous 
vivifying S(urit broke loofe, and dlfpelled the 
Shade that fiw eternal Ages had been brooding 
over it : That then the Sun and the Moon flione 
forth. Parents of Light, prefiding over the 
Generation of Animals, the Vegetation of Plants, 
and the Government of the Whole. Inftead of 
this, Pan with the later Poets is the Son of 
Mercury and Penelope,— /^K/cdw of Ja(Hter and 
Juno ; and Latma a fine-haired Lady who 
brought forth Apollo and Diana in De/os or 
the Oriygian IJle I 'Twas not without realbn 
that Alexander the Rhetorician accufed Hejiod 
x>f having play'd the Plagiary and * both 
* plundered and ^ilt Orpbeui'i Thcogony ".* 
But hapi^, my Friend I is the Doctrine that 
depends upon Allegory { and thrice happy if to 
that Allegory it join a duftile fort of Myftery 
that ihields it £:om Abfurdtties, and affords 
proper Solutions to its docile ProfeBors [ They 
need not be alarmed at feeming Contradi£lions :- 
The 
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The Regions of Fable are wide and fertile: Lett-jf 
They refemble Ra^elais's Iron-work Ifland, where ' — " — ' 
Swords grew from the Trees, and Scabbards 
fprung like Mulbrooms from the Earth; but 
fo exaSly under them, that every rij» Sword 
fell precifely into its own Scabbard without 
miHingit an hair-breadth. Fan, if be cannot 
in one S?nfe, he may ftill in another be the " 
Son of Mercury^ if as Cicero fays, the firft God 
who bore that Name was not the Inventor of 
Speech or Patron of Merchants j but the Off- 
fpring of Uranus and Fbanes, or which is the 
felf-lkme thing of Celus and Die, The Repre- 
fentations of old Hermes *, iiker the God of 
Limpiacus than the chafte Power of Eloquence, 
belong to this ancient Defcent ; according to 
which the Steps of Creation will be in this 
Succeffion. From hoary Chaos fprang Ether 
and Light, and from them arofe Order and the 
•Power of Generation. "Dm 'Power fisms put 
in a£fion by the fight of Pnferpine, and pro- 
^Juced -Pan -or the Univerfe. Nor docs Mercmy'^ 
commcm Pedigree differ widely .from this 
Genealogy, while heis called-theSon-of^fl^Vcr 
and Maia "j*— which is asmach as to lay, 

• That tile Order and Contrivance :4)pearingin 

• every partcf this vaft Frame, and the Power 

• of conianuing it by^ucceffivc Generation is 

*-the 

' «fi3« ?x«» T«' ith'ix. HPOAOT, Z'jIi^k. 

^ ".,''"'?? '*'^ '"PO' perquiro : " It came ■afterwardi m 
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LetLr4.' the Child of Btber the Principle of Life and 

*-"V"*^ ' of MaiOy Search or Defire.' 

Thus yoQ fee what kind of Perfons made up 
the Syftem of the pure primitive Mythology, 
and that as foon as Hijiory and Hijiorical 
Ferjbnt began to mix with it, fo foon it began 
to be corrupted. Indeed, when any Adventure 
haj^ning to a human Pcrfon, or any Angular 
Quality of that Perfon is mytbohgically narrated, 
it is then properly applied^ and not corrupted : 
when, for example, the Fortunes of Ulyfles 
are always governed by Minerva ; or his Father- 
in-Law*s Genius for Stratagem, Thieving and 
Equivocation is afcribed to Mercury, who had 
adorned his Favourite Autolycus with liis own 
Talents { in all fuch cafes the Art is happily 
enough employ'd, tho' ftill oa inferior Subjefts. 
How foon it came to be debafed is bard to 
afcertain. I believe as foon as it was mifunder^r 
ilood ; and that mufl have been very early. 
The grand and general Source of Confulion in 
ancient Theology is the fame that perverts a 
much purer at this Day, the Stupidity and 
Superftitim of the blind and credulous Vulgar, 
always apt to take Reprefentations for Things, 
as we lee daily ha[:^)en in Pc^iHi Countries. It 
had arrived at fuch a pitch before the Age even 
of Heraditus, that fpeakbg of their ordinary 
Worfhip, he exclaims againll the grofs Abufes 
introduced in it. * The common Pcc^le, fays 
* he, pray to thele &me Statues juft as if one 
* was 
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* was to talk to the Walls of a Houfe, Lett.14* 

* knowing nothing about the Gods or Heroes^ <— v**** 

* who or what they are, to whom they are 

* praying '.' And in whatever City or State 
the common People had the fupreme Power,afl 
in many of the Grecian popular Governtnents, 
it was fufpicious riot to be of their Opinion, and 
unfafe to endeavour to redlify it. 

The fccond Source of Corruption was more 
particular, and flow'd from the Origin of theit 
Religion, and the Method in which Jt was 
planted among them. The ignorant Tribes of 
the rude Greeks received the firft Notices of 
Gods, and crude Ideas of their Worihlp, from 
politer Pftoplc indeed, but whofe Language they 
did not pcrfeftly underftand, and confequently 
could not conceive with great ExafSnefi what 
their civilized Mafters thought concerning their 
ieveral Deities and different Modes of Devo- 
tion. Thus the Ajfyrians and Pbenicians were 
taught by the Egyptians^ the Greeks by the 
Egyptians and Pbemciam in the firft Inftance, 
and at fecond hand by Tbraciam and Pelafgi^ 
and taught the Romans in thiir turn. No 
wonder then there fliould be Miftakes in Mat- 
ters {o myfterious, and made more fo by the 
abftrufe JymboUcal manner of treating them. 
M Even 

' Eai reij 'A)'«Xf*«ff' tbImwi iny(flr»i, Itniin it ti{' 
HPAKAEIT. v»f 'Onyn. x*J» Z.t\r. 
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Lctt.14.Even in the after-intercourfe of thefe Nations, 
V"V~- when Commerce or Conqueft had made tbetn 
mutually acquainted, and their re{peftive Reli- 
gions were eftabliflied in their feveral Countries, 
upon finding any Enfign or Attribute belonging 
to their domeftic Deity afcribed to a foreign 
God, they immediately concluded it to be one 
and the fame Numen : Or if they found a 
Rite of Worfhip, or folemn Sacrifice peculiar 
to their God at home, o^ered to another abroad, 
they never fcrupled to identify the Divinity; as 
the ingenious Plutarch pleafantly imagined the 
yews to havft worfhjpped Bacchus, from their 
ufing the Figure of a Vine, and the Name of 
Levi, ( Afo'i ) which he miftook for one of the 
Bacchanal Cnti *.. 

The firft Poets were at the fame time Philo- 
fophers : The latter was their proper Charafter, 
to which they made the other fubfervient, and 
u&d it as a Tool to convey their Inflruitions to 
Men. The fecond Race were mere Poets, who 
pieant rather to amufe than inftru£t, and there- 
fore felefted the moft flriking Tales for the En- 
tertainment of their Audience, and dwelt upon 
the moft wondrous Circumftancea of thefe T^es, 
with little regard to the Truth of the origi- 
nal Doflrine, or Juftnefe of the Application, 
, Corruption enfued in endlels Deviations from 
the Intention of the firft Sages, and by degrees, 
a total Oblivicfn of the Meaning of the Allegory. 
This the grand Critic ieems to have bad in 
viewj 

•Table-talk, Book IV. 
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view, while he complains of the Grecian l?oets,httt.i^. 
as having only meant to gain Belief to them- •— "v"**^ 
felves, and Iniprcfs on their Audience an Opi- 
nion of, the Truth of their Dpftrines j — care- 
kfs what became of Pofterity, and therefore at 
no pains to give Reafons for their Aflertiotis. 
Upon the Queftion, ' If all Things be produced 

* by the fame Cause, why fome are mortal 
^ and perilhing; and others, like the Heaven 

* and heavenly Bodies, everlafting and pcrma- 
' nent ? Thtie Ancients, fays he, having made 

* the Principles of Being Gods, and all Things 

* to have been produced by them, ffhatever^ 

* iaid they, Jrank Ncitar or tafted Ambrofia 

* became immortal^ and whatever tafiednot this 

* iifi-giving etberial Food became fubjeSt to 

* Death, Now it is plain, that tho' thfey may 

* have ufcd Terms well known to theinfelvies 

* in delivering the Doctrine of thefe Caufes,ytt 

* they are unintelligible to us : For if it was only 
■ to footh the Minds of their Hearers that they 

* brought their Ne£iar and Ambrofia in play, 

* then they are no real Caufes of Immortality 

* and continaed Eidfteticc: But if they give 

* them as real Caufes as we undcrftand them, 
' How can any thing be immortal or eternal 

* that ffeinds in need of Food to fupport it ? " 
You have heard too much of the Rife of 

TTiings, and Creation of the World, not to 
M 2 conceive 

See theRifeof theFablein tbeDcrinttionoftheTcralffaboTe 
Page 87, l*> 
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Lett.14,. conceive what he means by the antient Poets 
^"' -^having made Gods of the Principles of Being: 
But that thele were their onfy Gods, is what 
I will now prove to you from a more exalted 
Strain of the iame Philofophy. After a fublime 
Defcriptionof Gff(/as the living, everlafting, beft 
of Beings, and of the Motion of the Heavens, 
and Difpofition of the Orbits of the Planetp, 
he infers the Heaven to be one, fmce its eter- 
nal Mover is but one: ' But, continues he, there 

* has been handed down to Pofterity from the 

* firft Sages and Philofopbers, a Do&ine left in 

* the Form of a Fable, " That thefe Heavenly 
" Bodies themlelves are Gods,— —and that the 
" Deity contains the whole Nature of things." 

* As for the remaining Parts of our Theology - 
' 'tis thought they were added for better per- 

* fuading the Multitude, and for their Ufefol- 
' nefi in promoting Obedience to the Law^ and 

* the good of the People. *Twas for this the 

* Gods have been f?.id to be of human Shape, 
' or to referable feme certain Animals, with 

* other Legends confequential thereupon, and 

* conducive to the Purpofes above mentioned ; 
*' From which Additions, if any one will 

* feparate the original Principle, and take only 
, • this. That tbejindents thought the primary. 

* Subftances of Things to be Gods^ he will both 

* be induced to believe that they ijxjke divinely 

* upon theSubjet^i and according to the com- 

* mon Fate (as every Science and Art is at lirft 
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' invented and perfcftcd as far as poflible, butLctt.14, 

* afterwards corrupted and loft) that thefe O-^"-^''''^ 

* pinions of the Ancients have in the fame 
' manner, like fo many broken Reliques^ reached 

* our Times: And this is all we can fay conccr- 

* ning our religious national DoiSrines, or thofe 

* of their firft Invcnters who publiflied them 

* to Men ".' 

Much more could he have iaid, had he 
thought it proper to expatiate upon the Abufes 
introduced among the feveral Nations of Greece : 
But there is a peculiar Beauty in the Caution 
and Tendernefs with which he touches the 
public Religion of his Country. He tays enough 
to let Men of Scnfe fee that he well underftood 
the Purity of its philofophical Origin, which he 
proceeds fo far as to call divtne, and yet at one 
difcriminating Blow (foftncd by a fort of Apo- 
logy) he cuts oiF the whole Train of inlignifi-. 
cant Deities and ridiculous Rites, which the 
Superftition of After-ages had entailed upon the 
prim itivt Theology. 

His Mafter, the Honour of Antiquity, pro- 
ceeds with yet greater Circumfpedtion : And 
becaufe the Regulation he has made of Religion 
in his Commonwealth, and the Opinion he de- 
livers as the Reafon of it, are two ftrong Inftan- 
ces how much the primitive Mythology was 
then corrupted, I will conclude this long EpiAte 
with a diftin£t Account of botli. 

M3 Wits 

* Mini re! furix. BiC. K 
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Lett.14. WiTtirefped: to the firft, hcenadb it as aLaw, 
*"' '"■"' * That the current Traditions about the Gods 

* {hou'd neither be talked of in private, nor 
' ever mentioned in public : But ftiou'd any 

* one's Confcicnce be fo tender as to think ho 
' could not abftain from rehearfing them without 

* Impiety, in that cafe it Ihou'd be done ; but 

* only on certain foletnn Days, and after offer- 

* ing a great and expcnfivc Sacrifice.' The 
Reafon he affigns for this Statute is, * That the 

* explaining and reconciling the(e Traditions is 

* a Work of immenfe Labour and I^fficulty, 

* and unhappy is the Man who engages in it.* 
From the Law it appears, that the Do(Srines 
originally taught concerning the Rife of the 
Univerfe and Powers of its Parts were ngf longer 
generally underjlood i elfe they had never made 
fuch impious ImpreHions on Peoples Minds as to 
oblige a humane Lawgiver to contrive a Method 
by which (without abfolutely condemning or 
abrogating the national received Faith) they 
wou'd feldom or never come to their Ears : 
That therefore the Vulgar believed the caftrating 
of Celus, the dethroning of Saturn^ the Re- 
bellion againft Jove^ his Wars, Adulteries and 
Dllailers Htterally ; took the Cods to be real 
human-like Peribns, tho' of immortal Nature, 
and were accordingly affcdled by dieir Example* 
From the Reafon of the Law it is evident, that 
the Traditions concerning the Gods were now 
become inconfiftent, thro' the numberlefs Things 

added 
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added to the fimple Doarine juft mentioned byLett.14. 
AriftotU of the primary Subftances of- Thtt^t"""'''''^ 
being only Gods 5 infomuch thaff after infinite 
Lafcour it was no longer poflible to explain and 
adjuftthem: Neither was it fafe for any Man 
to attempt it, if he did hot fell in with the pre- 
vailing Opinions. Mythology muft have been 
very corrupt, when it extorted from fo cautious 
a Writer, * That it fcarcdy deferved a feriom 
* Cmjideration ".' But hardly durft he have 
ventured fo far, had he been either an Athenian 
born, or had his great Pupil, and Antipater his 
Succeflbr (with whom the Philofopher was 
extremely gracious) lefs overaw'd that giddy 
State. 

As for the Roman Mythology, their Poets 
carried it ftilla Step fertherfrom the Original, 
and made it for the moft part merely legen- 
dary, i that is, compiled from the traditional 
Talcs of the Greeks, without once confidcring 
their Relation to the Subje^. Not but that 
ihey had a real Mythology of their own, rude 
indeed, and fimpk Uke the Age in which it Fofe» 
confifting moftly of rural Deities, Faunqs and 
Silvanus, Pales and Pomona, Janus and Tellus, 
and fuch like : Their other Gods they had from 
.4^ and G«w?, and their Rites principally from 
Hetruria : But their politer Poets 'write entirely 
inconfornuty withthemodemGr^Wafl Learning. 
M 4 Juno 
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Lett.14.jD NO in the Iliad oi Homer is indeed a con* 
*-'"^'*~' iUnt Frknd to the Greeks^ and a fworn 
Enemy tq the 7ro/<?;M J but that cannot excufe 
her belying her own Charafter, lb far as to be 
reconciled to a Millrefs of her Spoufe Ja/ar/w, 
to iave her Brother Turnus's Life. The good 
, Father Boffu does his bcft to account for this 
Jncongruity. With great Gravity, and Refpei^ 
for the Poet, he tells us that the Affembly of 
Gods with which Fifgil opens his tenth Book, 
represents the divine Nature divided into four 
Per/am, — as it were into fo many Attributes, 
yupitert yum, Venui. and Fate^ which he 
fays may be lawfully added to the other thre;. 
That Jupiter is the Power of God, Fate 
his Will, Femis his Mercy or Love to virtuojus 
Men, and Juno liis Juftice ; That the Poet thus 
(ondefc^nds to accommodate himfelf to our mde 
manner of conceiving celeilial Matters, which 
makes us imagine, thro* theWeaknelsofourUn- 
derfiandings, thefe Qualities to be incompatible 
in the divine l^ature. But it is pity the reve- 
rend Father fhould be obliged immediately to 
metamorphofe the Juftice of God, ajid tranf- 
form it into ATr^ as he does Juno in the very 
next I^ge, There ' Eolus fignifics the ^)xhala- 
* tions and Vapours, and thefe Vapours rife into 
» the Air reprefcnted by Jum' Such ExpHr 
cations put me in mind of the Argument^ as it 
is commonly called, prefisud to the feveral 
Cantoi qf th^//fi/j<iA epic poe^. Xtosi^ their 
Leader 
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Leader muftbe allowed to have been ori^nallyLetti4. 
an emblematical Writer, and his Work, tho" ^— v--» 
ftrangely inicribed a Comeuy, to be a true 
moral Fable : But his Succcflbrs^n'^o, Marino, 
and even Tajb himfelf, after indulging a lux- 
uriant Fancy in all the Pomp of Defcrlption, 
Wilds of Magic, and Mazes of Love, fit gravely 
down and compofe . a Moral to each Book, 
which they call the Allegory. Thofe 
who can believe, and enter into it, receive 
double Pteafure ; being at once delighted with 
the flow'ry Defcriptions, and inftrufted by thdr 
fuppofed Meanings : For after all, in this Ob. 
fervation upon the learned B^i!, I am very con. 
fcious of having un wifely for my&lf tranfgrei^ 
fed a Rule, Never to Jean mythkgical Matters 
tao nicely. Could I have believed bim, and 
been fully perfuaded of the Truth of the My- 
fleries he iaw in the Foet, it muft have doubled 
my Admiration, and conlequently my Enjoy- 
ment. 

Pol me occidijiis Antci! 

You know the reft,— —and that I truly am, 
Tours^ &c. 
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Lett. 1 5. 
'--^ LETTER FIFTEENTH, 

IW I L L make you no Compliments upon 
the IngenuiQr of your Objedtions^ but tell 
you blantly, they were welcome to mc upon 
. many accounts : They let me fee you were now 
folly entered into the Subjeft, and I hope into 
a Habit of Study and Way of Thinking you will 
never repent: At the lame time, they made 
me review fome things in dii^rent Li^t^ and 
with different C6nnexions.from what I had ever 
done before. 

You afk firft, whether the Meanings we 
afcribc to ancient Fables, be not for the moft 
part Cot^eSlures of the Moderns, who admire 
every thing that is ancient, merely becauie it is 
fo, and torture their Brains to find out Mean- 
ings and Myfleries which the Authors a: their 
Cotemporaries never thought of? Let me anfwer 
you by another Queftion, Can you now believe 
if ? Can you read a Fable of Efop, and ima- 
gine it means nothing? No more can you now 
read one of the oW Fiftions, without kwking 
for the moral or natural Lcflbn latent in the 
wondrous Tale. Take our great Ix>rd Bacon's 
little BookDr Sapientia Veterum, read it coolly, 
and difbelieve if you can. But to anfwer more 
diredlly j I fay they arc not mere modern In- 
ventions, but what a very leamed Writer ' 
vou'ti 

" Pcrc Siuos. Hift. Crit. da V. T. 
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wou'd ^nperfuade us of TradiUon, * That by (^ett-ij* 

* its means a Botfy of Religion is [M-eferved in'— w*^ 
' the ^holy Catholic Church independent of 

* written Records,' holds true in the learned 
World ; a Body (^mythological Dodrine having 
been preserved from the earilell Ages imtil now^ 
and handed down from Generation to Genera- 
tion, varied indeed like its Betters, according 
to the Kun of the Times, but ftill retaining 
enough of its wiginal Purity to free it from the 
Sufpicion of a Counter&it. 

* The greater Part of thofe who firft- began 
' to enquire into Kature, and learch into the 

* Rife and Caule of the Universe, thought the 

* Principle of all Things lay in that fingle 

* Species we call Matter. For that of 

* which every Thing confifts, of which every 

* Thing is ibrmed at fidl, and into which It is 

* relblved at laft, the Subftance or Subjed-mat- 

* ter remaining ilill the laine under a thoufand 

* Variations, T&at, they faid, was the Principle 

* and Materia pripta of every Thing that 

* exifts. As for example. We do not fay 

* barely tJuit a Man is, when he is either a 

* good Man, or a good Mufidan ; nor do we 

* lay that be it ao more, tho* he fhou'd lofe his 

* Probity and Skill in Mufic, becauTe theSub- 
' jed-matter, the Man, ilill remains, tho' 

* ftript of tbeie Qualities. It is the iame in 

* other Things there muil be fome certain 

* Z^^ure or Being, either one, or more than 

• one, 
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Lctt.15.' one, which remains ftillindiflblvable and uni- 
'-'v-^' form, while all other Things are made of it. 
' But ^'v^iXt^'^QiXo^ys, primary Subjlance^ 

* whether it be one or more, and of what 

* Species, they did not agree in their Opinions. 

* Thales, who introduced that Philolbphy, 

* iaid it was Wattr^ and affirmed that the Globe 

* of this Earth confiftedof Moiflure condenfed. 

* He was probably led to this Tenet, by obfer- " 

* ving the Nouri(hmcnt of every thing to be 
« humid, by feeing Heat itfelf generated from 

* Humidity ^nd Animal-Life extinguiihed where 

* it fails. But that of which any thing is pro- 

* duced or generated, and without which it can- 

* not fublift) is its Principe and Origin. For 
'■ thefe Reafons therefore, he fcems to have 

* efpoufed this Opinion, and likewife becaufe 

* he faw the Seeds of all Things to be of a moi^ 

* Nature, whofe Principle of Being is Water. 

* Some there arc, who believe that Iraig before 

* this prefent Generation, the very andentcft 

* of the Philofophers, who firft of all treated 
' of the Nature of the Deiiy^ entertained the 

* fame Opinion concerning the Creation. For 

* they made Ocean and Tetbys to be the Parents 

* of Generation, and the Oath of the Gods, 

* called Styx by thcPoets, the moft andent and 
' auguft ^ Beings : For the moft ancient is 

* the mofl honourable, and the moft honourable 

* is that by which we ftf ear *.' As this Tcfti- 

mony 

^ }Atri TM ^jfM, j3iC, «. 
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mony has dropt from the fcvcrcftPcn that everl^tt.15, 
wrote upon the Subjetft, it plainly evinces that ^— v-^ 
the firft Philoibphy was thought to be couched 
in Mythology ; or in other Words, That tht 
earhf Fables were framed to convey a DoSlrini 
wbicb is mt a mere ConjeSlure of the Moderns. 

You afk next, Whether there be not many 
of the ancient Fiftions we do not now under- 
iland at all ? Some I believe there are into whofe 
Meaning we Iiave not yet penetrated—; not 
very many ; owing in the iirft place to theGr- 
ruptiott of the pure genuine Mythology, which 
Aript it of all Meaning, and of which you are 
now fuffidently apprifed; and next, to the 
Secret Rites at Iniiiations, fo carefully 
kept from unhallowed Eyes, but which yec 
daily clear up. There remain but few Parts of - 
Antiquity upon which the S^acity and. Labours 
of the iLeamed have not poured new Light : 
Rites and Dodtrines before unintelligible are by 
degrees explained -, and lately, a very learned and 
lively Writer, in attempting to demonftratc the 
divine L^ation of M^s {torn an uncommon 
Topic, h^ taught us, en pajanf, how the An- 
cients veiled their folemn LeUbns of Immortally 
and a future State. It Is certain that Mythology, 
as it now ftands, is not to be underAood without 
a wide and accurate Knowledge of the religious 
Rites of the feveral Nations from whom the 
Greeks recdvcd their Gods -, becaule upon ibme 
jQgnificant Ceremony concerning the Nature, 

or 
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Lett.J5t<tf traditional Tale conconing the Exploits of 
•-■v*^ the Divinity depends the Key to the Legend ^ 
and ibmetimes the very Name of the God him- 
JEclf. As the early Egyptian Rites were all 
eAabliihed by LaWj were all recorded, were all 
^ical and fymbdicat, the Type or Symbol 
came by an ctSy Tranfitioh, not only to fignify 
obfcurely, but diredly to cxprefe the Thing 
tyfufied i a grand Source of Error and Incer- 
tainty io the Foundation of the Allegory ! But 
befides the original Type, any remarkable part 
c^ the divine Service^ any myilical Mixture as 
in the Rites of CereSy any ftriking Pofture as 
in die Feafls of Pan, any uncouth Garb of thtf 
Hierofrbant or Pricft, or any uncouth C^rfity 
aferibed totheiVumm, was enough lofixan 
Epithet, and that Epithet to wear gradually inm 
a Name ^ 

YottR Concluiibn therefore, tho' verynatu-^ 
ral and very common, * That wlut you do not 
' readily underftand has really no Meanii^/ ic a 
iittle too haAy, as you Ihall fee in the very Ex-^ 
ample you propofc of an unmeaning Fable* 
• What cou'd Homer intend, fey you, by mak- 

■ ing yunir, for inftance, promlfe the youngeft 

■ of the Graces in Marri^ to the God of 

■ Sleep, ifhc wou'd feal the Eyes of all-mighty 

Jove 

= ynfiier fiom Ziij sraTip. Ctrtt fiom a Shtafia Sjn'ac. SO 
*0IB02, AnOAAnN, HPAIZT02, A*P041THi 
AIX2NH, Irom their rcfpeOive Qudities; 
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* Jove for a little Space?* Was it only toLett.15, 

* adorn his Story with more Machinery, and*"''^^*' 

* throw more life and living Peribns into his 

* Dial(^e?* Tho' it had been fo, he would 
have been Httle to blame. But one*fingle Re- 
flexion will convince you, that fuch a Marriage 
was propofed with the higheil Propriety : Think 
how ftdh and how &ir one rifes from fofc balmy 
Sleep,— how ghaftly and haggard even a fine 
Face looks after undue Watching, and you muft 
inftautly believe, that the ymngeft of the Graces • ■ 
is indeed married to the foothing Power of Sleep. 
What is it that ipoils fo many fine Complexions, 
that deadens the Ivlghteft Eye, and blafts the 
Bbom of the gayer Females F Is it not keeping 
bad Hours, and divorcing Ac youngeft of the 
Graces from the God of Sleep : 'Tis this unna- 
tural part of high Living thi^ chiefly pales 
the roly Lip, dilarms tfaa iparkling Look, 
and robs a Beauty <£ her native Grace j a Con- 
lideraticm, yon will allow, £1 wei^y, that if it 
do not fxwail, we may defpalr of ever feeing a 
ha{^ Re&Hniation. The other Sifters are dil^ 
pofed of with equal ^nificancy } the eldefl a 
Miflrefi to Vulcan, there being litde Grace 
with<Hit a genial Warmth, and thehigheft when 
it is limited up to a Glow; while the remaining 
Sifter is a conftant Attendant upon the Queen of 
Love. Were Mythology in all its Branches 

equally 
*- lAIAA. a. 
! tlmridiK, p^bta, All-divine. 
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£<ett.J5.eqnally intelli^ble with the Fundlions of the 

^""■''■■^Graces, there would be little reafon to com-' 

plaio of its Corruption. But tho' it had not 

been direftly li>oilt by injudicious Epifodes 

tacked to the fimple original Fable, fbme Parts 

of it imy have become inexplicable thro' the 

Lois of the 'traditions. 

The Course of time fincc the World 

began, may according to Varro be divided , 

into three Periods j the unknown, the ^bulous, 

and the luftraicaL The unknovn comprehends 

all that Space which the Ancients fuppofed to 

have pafied from the beginning of Things, and 

of which we have not the leaft Knowledge. 

All that was then traniadted, in their Opinion 

eicaped the keeneft Si^t, and lay coiwealed-— 

beyond tbe utmojl Stretch — — of mortal Km. 

The fabuhm began with the earlieft Notkes of 

Things, that is, in ancient Style, with the Birth 

and Marriages of the Gods, and c«itinued thro' 

the hcrok .^;es until Reonrds and HlAory intro- > 

duced Certainty, and unfabled Tnidi : Then 

commenced tlK biftorical Period, which has 

happily kept the iame Evidence, till now. 

Instead of this accurate Partitiod, the 

early Poets fun^ * That Saturn fpmngof 

' Celus and Ops^ lurked long out of fight of 

' Heaven, and likeimfc devoured his own Pro- 

* geny :^ooa as they vrere born ' : , This h . 

plainly 

' Itadoe occ Tsuromi Partiu nee Abortiu cxant in Faftis. 
Sacon. 
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plainly xhc unknown V&nod, theXpo'c©. «5iiA©*Lett.i5. 
of the Philofophers. * He rendered his Father *— v-^ 

* CeluSj continued the Bards, incapable of Ge- 

* ncration ; and was him&lf treated in the 

* iame manner by "Jupiter his eldeft Son, who 

* together with yuno^ Ceres, PJufo and Nep- 
' tune {the Air, the Earth, the Abyfs. and the 

* Ocean) were produced without his Know- 

* ledge and prefervcd againft his Will. They 

* confpired againft their relentlefs Parent, feiz- 

* cd and bound him with a Cord of Wool, 

* never to be loofed while abnighty Jimje holds 

* the Reins of Government.' Here is the fa^ 
buhus Period, Xpov@i< ftx&txo-.t i'^ ^ Sequel 
of the Story, comprehending the Birth and Ad- 
ventures of the Gods, and the hiftorical Period 
X/o»©* ireptKos in the Conclufion. Time, 
tho' it glide Blent and almoft imperceptible,^ 
k fail bound in the Revolutions of the heaven- 
ly Bodies, the fofieft and fureft Bond in Na- 
ture : Their unerring Courfe fubjefts it to Hi- 
ftory, and chronological Rules, and will con- 
tioue to keep it indifiblubly chained, while 
the beauteous Frame and harmonious Order of 
the Univerfe remains the fanje. 

Hitherto the Fable of Saturn is pretty 
confiilent and intelligible : But why did he 
&U in love with Pbilyra f Why transfia-m 
faimfclf into a Horle and fhake Mount Peh'c* 
wi^h .his Neighing, to become ihc Father pf 
N Ciiri/a^ 
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Lctt.i s.Chiro/7, and Grand&ther of Ocyroe?' The 
^^^'^^^Tradi/ion is loft that ftiou'd explain it : at leaft I 
have met with nothing on the Subjeft that gives 
mcSatisfadion. It wou'dnotbedifficulttoframe 
Conjedures from their fevcral Names, which 
allude to the Verdure of the returning Seafons, 
{Saturn's annual Children) and Swiftnefs of 
their paffing " ; but the Ground- work is wanting 
on which they muft be woven to appear ge- 
nuine and fati&fadlory. Another loflance will 
make this ftill plainer. 

Suppose that amidft the Calamities that 
frequently befel the yewip Nation the Book 
bi their Law, whofe Prefervation is almoft a 
Miracle, had pcrilhed } and with it, as of other 
Incidents, the Memory of the brazen Serpent 
erc^cd by their great Law-giver had been ir- 
retrievably loft, what cou'd we have now made 
ti the Serpents ereded at this day as Talif- 
matii ' all over the Eaft in imitation of that 
divine Pattern ? We might have groped in the 
dark, attributed them perhaps to the Power 
of Mercury's Caduceur, the magic Rod with 
twining Snakes; or to Efculapiui' Badge of 
Life and Health, a fingle Serpent wreathed 
round 

' ■ '■ " -'■ Ipfe Jubam cervice effudit equina 
Cohjugh adventu pernix Satumus, ct altum 
Filiea tiiDsaXM fogiemimplevit acuto, 

ViRoii-. Georg.III. 

'nxupmi fiom w>'"i and p'*'*'. She was a Prophelefi. 
' See Glycas' Annab, l^t III. 
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round his Staff; or to the myftical VeneratlonLett.15. 
of the Egyptians^ who have moft of thefc Ta-'^-'^-r^ 
Ufmaniy for that Reptile, to which they ftill 
fecrifice " amidft all the StridlneJs of the Ma- 
hometan Dodrine concerning the Unity of God 
and the Prccifenefs of the Chriftjan Cophtis : 
But we cou'd never have been throughly faiisfied 
of the real Rife of that Rite without the ori- 
ginal Tradition. There are many Cuftoms both 
in iacred and civil matters, now prevailing 
over the World that are upon the fame 
uncertain Footing. Mankind in this refeeift 
are exceffively docile, ihall I fey, or ftumd. 
A Rite once received is carefully kept up 
and even iprcads, when the Reafons of its In- 
ftitution have been long forgot, or are quite 
unknown. A learned Father of the Latin 
Church has recorded a Complaint of Seneca 

* that after the example of the wicked TWiJj, 

* (fo he calls them) the greater part of the 
■ * World had begun to lofe the feventh Part 

-• of their Life in Idlenels and Negled of nc- 
■* ccflary Bufinefe, in which Cuftom the Van- 

* quifhcd had given Law to the Vidtors. — . 

* Yet they, the Jewi^ fays he, know the Caufe 

* of their own Rite, while moft of our People 

N 2 * are 

" The EgMiait Arabs beKere the Soul of Of/i Hajam 
' the Son of Sitii, to be transformed into a Serpent that lurki 
' in the Cleft of a Rock near his Tomb, and works abumbnce 
of miraculom Cures, 

Di. Pcttci'a ObrcrvationsgnEQYPT. 
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Lett.ij.' are doing wbat they caivgive noReafon why 
*-'"*'"^' * they do it.' " 

Now the original Egyptian Records arc 
wholly loft ; as few of the AJj'yrian or Pbe- 
nicianTtxa&m: What Notices we have of them 
have tranfpired in their communication with 
lieighbouring Nations, and reached us at fe- 
cond or third Hand from the Fountain. In 
what thick Darkneis muil this have involved 
fomc of their religious Practices? Hear the La- 
mentation pf a true Difciple of theirs, whofe 
Chara^ier is uncommon, and tus Writings wcHth 
your Conlideration, 

Jam3lichus and his Mafter Porphyry 
were two of the moft extraordinary Men in 
the later Ages of Learning: Both Platmifist 
of an exalted Genius, and unblemilh'd Morals ; 
but bigottedly biailed to their national Rites 
which were then beginning, not to be called 
in queftion (that the Phllofophers had often 
done at their peril) but to fall in dilcredlt with 
the Populace j and therefore, one would think, 
in fevour with the Sages. Porphyry after the 
"Death of Phtinus was cfteemed the greateft 
Philofq)her of his Age : Yet his vaft Learn- 
ing and piercing Thdught cou'd not prevent Ws 
;ittemptmg to mak^ an unhappy AiTodation be- 
tween 

* Com interim uTquc eo fixlendffnue gentis rooruetodo cop- 
v^Init, at per omnes jam teiraa recepta fi^, vifti viQoribui 
kgea dedenmt. — lUicamen cauCu riiCto fuinovemnt, et major 
ran populi litdt, qaodcur &cit i^iorat. 

%vftsik de S^^ioffitioiie, apiia An^iftiitr ^ C, D. Li^. V ? 
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tWcen his Philofophy and Religion j nor the Lett, i j(. 
unhappy Effedl of fo prepofterous an Attempt ^^^*""^ 
as the reducing divine Myfteries it the Stan- 
dard of human Underftahding,*"-He trelpalTed 
agairift the invariable Maxim of the wife Stra- 
iot • That a mixed Multitude of Men and Wo- 

* men can never be go^rned by abftraft Rea- 

* fon, nor led by Rules of Philofophy. They 

* muft be ftruck with fenlible Objedts^ allured 

* with Elyjian FieUSy and terrified with 7ri- 
' dents J Gorgms and the forky Bolts of thun- 

* deringJovE.' He accordingly became one 
Inftance, among many, of the Tmth of the 
Obfervation made by the moft learned of the 
Apoftles in his Converfe with the politer Na* 
tibns. That bis DoHrine was to the Greeks 
FooUJhnefs. Nor docs the Philofopher ftcm to 
have been much better fitisfied with the Gre* 
dan or even Egyptian Theology'. He made 
a fruitlefs Reformation upon the one in a fk* 
mous Treatifc often quoted by the Fathers, Of 
Vracular Kno-wledget and is full of Doubts and 
Difficultiis about the other. Thefc he has pro- 
pofed iri a celebrated Letter xoAnebo or Nee* 
taneh an Egyptian Priett, fuppofed to be in:- 

N 3 tiated 

• In mathfm^lScli ac fhyfidt per quatdaro antecedentia, C« 
AxiomMa ka tu Principia voces, ^o* wfellere neqOcas, raojc 
cerCc combinaiioois artiAcio cwicludinir id quo ipfe Hare compel- 
laris. AtcontT^ i» Jkdaii St^oaam defideratuTj^Contentiore- 
feiiitur, S/Uogi&ntu irridetur. Igitiar qaodcumiue coodudcndoni 
lueril, eidcm ftatim acqaidcendum eft. 



J.RsocHLiH. DeVciboiiwiifia>..l.ib. I. Cap. IS- 
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Lett.i5.tiated in their Myderies, and therefore capable 

*— "v-^^of giving the defired Solution. 

St. Austin is of Opinion, that in this Let- 
ter Porphyry rather cxpofes the Abfurdity of 
believing in thefe dubious Deities, than ieeks Sa- 
tisfadion concerning their Sanctity and God- 
head ■; and £u/f^;aj retails Scraps of it, ibme- 
times to (hew that the Gods o^ Egypt were no 
fplritual immaterial Beings, but Parts of the ma- 
terial World ' ; and fomctimes as unfufpeft- 
ed Evidence of the Inconftancy of the Grecian 
conjeiSural Theology ^ 

But Jamblichus more firmly perfuadcd 
of the Reality of his Religion, and of confe- 
quence, more zealous than his Mafter, carries 
the matter fo far, as to make the accurate Know- 
ledge of the ancient Rites, and pious PradHcc 
of the folemn Invocations, the ultimate End 
and fupreme Attainment of his Philofophy. By 
tbeir means and theirs alone he believed Man- 
kind cou'd be raifed above their frail mortal 
Nature, cou'd be intimately united to the Gods, 
and in fome meafure made Partakers of their 
divine Power. This learned Man, a Lover of 
Myfteries, and a great ^c^^/V, afluming the Per- 
fon of Anebo the Egyptian Prieft, has mi- 
nutely anfwered his Matter's Letter : So mi- 
nutely, that while he difculTes every Scruple and 
expatiates 

* PoRfHYiiius, conltdenci funilia et quaerentt, et prbdk 
aneset facrilegas evertit, 

DeC.D. Lib-X. J. II. 

(;'j npoHAP. B.f. f. *■ B.e. iS. >i^. ». 
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expatiates upon the Powers and Properties ofLett.ij. 
the fcveral Orders of the Gods, Demons and ^""^'"'"^ 
Geniiy his Anfwer has fwelled to a pretty large 
Treatife, Of the Myjieries of the Egyptians. 

AMONGotherflirewd Queries, Porphyry had 
afk'd, * What the barbarous unintelligible Names 

* <f the Gods ivou'd be at ? and of the intelli- 

* gibky Why in our folcmn Invocations are the 

* foreign Appellations preferred to thofe in a 
' known Tongue f ' To this the perfonated 
Anebo. anfwers : 

* There is a my^ical RenCon to be given 

* for fuch Ufage. Confidcr why have the 

* Gods fjiiftified the whole Language of the 

* holy Nations, the Egyptian and Adrian ? 

* For that 0me Reafon we chufe 10 make 

* our Addreflcs in the Dialcdt nearefi a- kin to 

* the Divinity '. This manner of Speech was 

* likewifc ih&Jirfl ^rAmofi ancient of Tongues j 

* and they who firft learned the Appellations 

* of the Gods, having handed them down to 

* us cioathed in their own Language, as be»- 

* ing peculiarly capable of expreffing the Ef- 

* fence and Attributes of the divine Nature, 

* wc to this day unchangeably retain the fa- 

* cred Sandlion of fuch Tradition : for if any 

* thing be proper to the Gods, it muft be Pcr- 

* manency and Exemption from Change.— 

* Befides, the eajiern Language?, which we 

* call barbatouSf have ^eat Empbafis^ great 

N 4 ! Con- 
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' Coneifenefs, are lels liable thro' a multiplicity 
' of Words to Ambiguity and Variations *, 

* and are therefore better fitted for the highefl 

* purpofe, Prayer to the Immortals4 Away 

* with Sufpicions then, that fell far wide of 

* the Truth, as if thefe ancient Names were 

* ufed becaufe the God invoked had been an 

* Egyptian^ or had formerly fpoke the egyptian 

* Tongue : let us rather think, that the E^p- 
' tians having firft of all the Nations on Earth 

* cnjoy'd the Prefence and Cbnverlation *>f the 
' Gods, thefe iamc Gods take moft pleafure 

* in being invoked according to the egyptian 

* Forms i Forms not devifcd by Impoftors, 

* nor contrived by cunning Men; but what 

* above alt things are mofl immediately iden- 

* tified with the divine Nature, unite us moft 

* intimately to it, and have almoft the Vir- 

* tue and EiRcacy of the Goos themfelves *. 

* Can thefe be fentaftic FiiSions, Without which 

* no holy Rite can be pioufly performed ? And 

* much leis can they be, as you feem to in- 

* ilnuatCi 

, • Whence I conclude the Philofc^her's Pro6ciencjr in them tO 
liave been but flender, or his Ffqudice Arong. 

■ Here is the Soorce of the Power afcribed to Wordi and 
Invocations of irtvifible Nuinins, which they called ©EOTPflA. 
It came from the Chaldeans, and alcHig with it the Soper- 
fliiion about writing certain Names. Keiuin ipiad feiis quatuar 
Tunlili rite «rdinalii Chaldae i difingirt Jalent, qatmtn cca- 
.JatluMnem mada pariltr ajfumj'trt Hebraei*. Hence the Rah' 
binic Miraclo wrooght fay the Tttragrammatan and Shtm-ham- 
fhtiroA i in virtue of wJuch the traveiljng Jfw Bti^aimM tells, 
that Uanild Eln:, a Magidan, performed a Journey of ten days 
in one. 

* RiBCHLiR de Vcrbo mirilico, Lib. II. 
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' finuatCj Coverings ot .ar/fu I Concealments ofIiCtt.15. 

* human Paffions and human Frailties impi-**'^""' 

* oufly afcribed to the Deity : No — thefe fa- 

* cred Appellations, adapted to, and expreliive 

* of the Natures of the Gods, are not drawa 

* from ibis State of Mortality j but on the con- 

* trary, from the peculiar Attributes of the Gods 

* themfeives: Nor while we are ufing thefe 

* awful Names have we Notions of the Na- 
' ture of the GoJs conn^ry to the reality of 

* the divine Eflencci but according to ibat 

* very Nature, and according to Truth, as it 
« has been delivered down to us from the Firfi 

* who inftituted thefe lacrcd Rites of Wor- 

* /hip, we invariably perfift iu them : for, as 
■ I laid, if any thing be6t divine Inilitution?, 

* it is Immutability. I (x>nclude therefore, that 

* we ought to preferve the ancient Terms and 

* Forms of Prayer inviolate, like San^arics, in 

* the fcme order and condition we found them, 
' without addition or diminution of a Syllable. 

* A contrary Conduft has been the Cauie that 

* both the authentic Forms of Worfhip are 

* now aimed obliterated, and the v^y Names 

* of the Gods e0aced ; fo many Changes hav- 

* ing been introduced thro' the Grecian Itch 

* for Novelties and Contempt of Laws, that 

* nothing has kept fteady and permanent. For 
' the Greeks are naturally Innovators, driven 

* hither and thither by their own Levity. 

* They have no fixed Principle to fcrve as Bal- 

* laft^ 
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Lett.15,* ^*^' '" themfclvcs ; nor do they preferve what 
'■"V— i** of that kind they receive in Tradition from 

* others: but quickly foriaking it, they tranf- 
' form and confound every thing thro' an end- 

* lefs Search of new Things and new Terms. 

* Whereas the Nations by them called barba- 

* rotfj, being conflant in their Cuftoms and 

* uniform in their Manners, keep invariably 

* to the lame Forms of Speecli and Wor/hip ; 

* and on that account are both agreeable to 

* the Gods, and pay their Devotions in accep- 

* table Stile, whidi it is unlawful for any Man, 
' at any time to change.' 

It must have been in virtue of fome of 
tbefe wonder-'working Forms that this pious ■ 
Ffailofopher called forth Eros and Anteros, 
two Genii refembling beautiful Boys, out of the 
Fountains bearing their Names j and was fre- 
quently iecn at his Devotions by his peeping 
Servants, caught up into the Air, and the Co- 
lour of his Garments changed to a bright Pur- 
ple. Had his Dodrine been obferved, we 
fliould have better underftood the real Senie 
of the ancient Lawgivers, and been lefs at a 
\ok in tracing that Religion to it's Source, which 
from Egypt and the East overfpread the 
•wejiern World. It's Authors, no doubt, did 
their beft to procure tliat Satisfaftion to Pofte- 
rity by repeated Sanftions, that none of their 
Inftitutions (hould be altered : For what Foun- 
der, civil or religious, but wou'd wifti his Re- 
* gulations 
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gulations to befacrcd, and punftually pradlfedLettij. 
while there are .Men to obferve them ? •— v— J 

But the perpetual Flux of fublunary Af- 
fairs i the Cataftrophies of Nations and Vicif- 
litudes of Dominion fo inevitably abforb the 
Manners, Language and Religion of a Coun- 
try, that no human Forefight, nor Reach of 
Thought has yet founded an unvaried Church, 
or cftablifhed an everlafting State. In vain did 
the Medes and Perfians ordain their immutable 
Statutes ; in vain did the great Zoroaster, 
tho' fcconded by Dodonean Jove ', forbid the 
barbarous myjieriom Terms to be changed ; in 
vain did the Egyptians or Afyriani inflitute 
fignificant folemn Rites, or the Greeks and Ro- 
mans appoint annual Feafts, and enter into So- 
cieties to perpetuate their Celebration. A\\ is 
obliterated and covered in Oblivion. Adonis is 
no more loft and found in Egypt -, MyHtta'% 
Temple ftands no longer open for the Ladies at 
Babylon j the glorious Olympics are forgot in £/«, 
and Aaguftus Birth-day firps unheeded over in 
ffMght of his Temples and Flamens^ or the 
Secii Augufiales fecred to his Memory. 

When therefore nothing but the i?/V^ re- 
mains, whether preferved by ftupid Praftice, 
or barely recorded in Hiftory, and the Tra- 
dition is loftj that Ihou'd explain it, no 
wonder 

" " 'Exj"is"Ji^i«^oiiTo \<t T? AflAflNH fl( niXarj-ot ii' 
a>£%<iivTai TA oivafACcTtt rd ctTri tuv (iiifS»ftat niuvra' >^ 
*M&i* T« /Advlnio-J ;cf*'3"'- HPOAOT.'Eulifm. 
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Lett.i5.wonder the Allegory (hou'd be dark, and con- 
•-■- '^tinue a proper Subjc<a for critical Cbhjeflureft 
But this, as I faid, is not often the Cafe : Sym^ 
bols carry natural Marks that ftrike a fagaci* 
ous Mind, and lead it by degrees to therr real 
Meaning. A Hint in one Author brightens 
the Obfciirities of many others ; as one fingle 
Obfervation of Macrobius proved tlie Clew to 
Abbe Plucbiy how jnftly I fay not, to unra- 
vel the whole Myftery of the Egyptian^ .^ 
Jyrian and Grecian Gods : Nay, the very Ruin 
of the ancient Rites has contributed not a little 
to their Illuftration. How little foever it may 
ieem plaufible at fil-ft view, it is very certain 
ihsxihtRomanConJlituiion, for inftancc, cou'd 
never have been fo accurately learned from 
Raman Authors, (who took no care to explain 
what every body knew as well as them&lves) 
as from the knowing pdite Foreigners*^ who 
lived at Rome^ and wrote, not for Romans^ but 
for the Inftrudion of their own ingenious Coun- 
try-men that knew little about Reme^ but 
it's Conquefts and Power. Much in the fame 
way, it is not from the Votaries of the feve- 
ral Religions into which the ancient Devotion 
had fplit, that we are to learn the Detail and 
Intention of their Ceremonies ; it is rather from 
Foreigners, or even from Enemies^ who pry'd 
into their Myfteries in order to cxpofe them. 
Accordingly, there are many Gods and God- 
deffes among the Greeh and Romans, whofc 
Powers 

• PttLTBlUJ, DlONTStUlof flil/(f«fl»a^, httlAV.l^t. 
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Powers and Attributes we fhoa'd fcarccly haveLeEt.15. 
underftood without the affiftance of the Chrt-^'^''^'^^ 
pan Fathers. All the early pious Pen-men have 
contributed their Mite, and the moft lealous 
for Profelytes, Clemens the AUxandriant and the 
learned Arnobim have furpalTed the reft in ex- 
plaining and confuting the Modes of Idolatry. 

Had all the Nations of the World beeu of 
the Eqftern Caft j had they been as ftubbprn 
^ the Jews, as thoughtful and Allien as the 
Egyptians^ as folcmn and iilent as the AJJy' 
rians, we had been lefs indebted cither to Friends 
or Enemies for the Knowledge of their religi- 
ous Opinions or Practices ; the Rites had then 
reached us unvaried, and the Traditions been 
handed down | inviolate like the Mishna. 
But they fell unluckily into the Hands of the 
Grecians, an ingenious fancifiil People, who, 
as no Friend of their Religion iays "■, • excelled 

* all Mankind in Genius and Invention : They 

* adopted the greater part of the iirft Tradi- 

* tions, which they amplified and made mcH« 

* marvelous with beautiful Efnfodes of thdr 

* own. They diverfified them afterwards with 

* a thouland Cblouis, as having no other 

* Intention than to footb the Mind mth the 

* Plcafures of Fable. Hence Hefiod .^A the 

* celebrated CiacLE-f- <^ ancient Songflers 

' Introduced 

* 4IAflN 9 BJ|3X(^, 

f A CoUeflion of Ce/mogemti, or Suite ot Hiftories of die 
Creation, that made tbe sucient Eopr <^ DirtNiTy- Sec 
below. Note*. 
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Ixtt.15.* introduced tlicir Generations of the Gods, 
*— V"^* their Giant-lVarSy and Titan-FigbtSj and 
' Caftrations of Deities of their own Con- 

* trivancc. Their alluring FiiSions hurry us 
' fo along, that they have even got the bct- 

* ter of Truth *. For our Ears being accu- 

* ftomed to thefe Tales from our Childhood, 

* and pre-poffefled with the Tradition now 

* of many Ages, preferve their febulous Doc- 

* trine like a fecred Truft. This co-operat- 

* ing with Time, has rendered the once re- 

* ceived Belief fo indelible, that to tell real 

* Ffl^feems mere Trifling, while thefpurious 

* Parts of die Narration pais for the genuine 

* Truth.* 

These are the chief Reafbns of the great 
Variety of Opinions concerning ancient Rites $ 
and of the many Difputes among the Learned 
about the Origins, Names, Powers and Enfigns 
of the Gods, and therefore of the many long 
Letters you have received on this Subject, from 

TourSf &c. 
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LETTER SIXTEENTH. 

IN the fluftuating State of the Religion of 
Greece, when every body bcliev'd in what 
God, and worfliipped him in what manner 
he pleafed, a Ihrewd Man and great Traveller 
took it into his head to reform their Creed, 
and new model their Syftem of Divinity, For 
this purpofe he ftretched his travelling Privi- 
lege, talked of Lands where he had never 
been, and of Things which he had never feen, 
and which indeed exifted no where ; but were 
meer Creatures of his licentious Imagination. 
He told in what Country, and of what Parents 
each of the Gods was born, how they were 
educated, where they lived, and pointed out the 
Place of their Death and Burial.— He gave a 
Detail of their Tombs and Temples, whofe 
Dimenlions and Materials he defcribed, and 
brought home their Infcriptions like a modem 
Antiquary. This was the famous Euheme- 
Rus the Mejenian, a fort of Adventurer and 
Sea-Captain employ'd by Cajfander^ Author of 
the new Do<ftrine, llat all the Geds adored 
^ the Greeks were deified Mortals. 

The Reception this Doctrine met with in 
Greece was different, accordii^ to the diffe- 
rent Charaders of the People. The Devout 
were Vandalized, the Vulgar ihrtled, the PM- 
2 UAsphen 
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Lett.i6.Iofophers fmiled, and the Half-thinkers, like 
*— "'"^ thpfe of our own Pays, greedily fwallow'd a new 
Topic from which to ridicule the received Reli- 
gion. But in general Eubemerus was look'd 
upon as little better than an Atheift ; his Pari' 
chaian Ille in the Eaftern Ocean, his Temple 
and Tomb of TripBylian Jove, with his golden 
Columns and Infcriptions, were treated as im- 
pious Romances, and his Opinions only 're- 
garded by a Species oi EJprits forts -f- in Greece 
and Rome^ among whom was old Father EnniuSj 
who tranflated his Sacred Hiftory into Latin. 

But this, which was (brmcrly a grand re- 
ligious Controvcrfy, is now turned a Pcrint of 
pure Speculation. What in the Days of Po~ 
t^ibe'ifm yaifed the Indignation of the Pricfts, 
and: inflamed the rival-Zeal of the Fathers of 
the Church, now raifes a little Squabble among 
Antiquaries, as a Queftion of meer Curioflty : 
Whether^ to wit, all the Gods of jintiquity 
•were net mce mortal Men ? 

That the primitive Philofophy, upon which 
the feveral Rdigions of the Ancients were ori- 
ginally grafted, was fbon corrupted, appears al- 
ready pretty evident : that it was fo by the 
^trodudion of human Perjbns into it as Gods, 
appears in part from the lame Realbning : But 
as many of the Fathers *, and feveral learned 
Men 

' EvH EM ERvi, «nn« ulci Dew, non hba)o& Garrullcale, 
ffi hiftinki dUigeatii itomines fail&, mortalel^ue confcripfit. 

AuGDSTiii. De C ». Wb. VI. Cap. 6. 
■f DariD( Wits. 
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Mwi ctf late, i<x whofe Memoiy and Cba-Lett.j6. 
raSer I have a real regard, haw revived the *— v — J 
Opinion of Eobemerus, it becomes worth 
vhtle to revkw that Hypotheiis, and confider/ 
whether it be well founded ? 

It is paft doubt that many of the Gods^ 
3Iid efpecially of the Heroes worfliipp'd . in 
Greece^ had been mortal Men : as mortal as 
Filter ^uirims, or Divas yuUus, or any of 
their Ihftiinous Succeffors, who had Priefts, and 
Shrines, and Sacrifices decreed to them after 
Death. The Qucftion regards neither the later 
Grecian nor Roman Deities, but the primary 
geat Gods of Affyria and E^pt *, the im- 
mediate Oflfspring of Ch aos, and Progeny of 
Oceanus and Teiiyi } whether tbefe were meer 
Men deified by Superftition and Ignorance, or / 
contrived Types and Reprefentations of the Rife, / '' 
Pr<^refs and Powers of the Univerfe ? ! 

The Patrons of the former Opinion, faid 
with great Plaufibility, that it was very true 
the Gods had been allegoriz'd. Meanings in- 
vented, and much Ingenuity employed in adap- - 
ting them to the ancient Fables : But that 
the Allegory came too late, after the Platonic 
Philofophy had difpelled the grofs Notions of , 
Idolatry, and daik' Superftition had fled .before 
the Light of divine Truth: ' That then 
O ' the 

HPOAOT. 'EvTipirr, 
This Teftimony is dccifive as to Ecvpt, 
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Lett.i6-* the febulous fublimc Theolc^ pompoulljr 
•—V—' ' delivered by the Ancients, was undertaken 1^ 

* certain modern Profeflbrs of Philofophy, and 

* explained according to a Sett of Principles 

* confonant to ibund Reafbn, fuchas, a Mimd 

* the Creator of all things ; incorporeal pre^ 

* exijlent Ideas; intelleSiual rational Powers,; 

* after whidi, the Fables thus dreffed out with 

* their new Explications, were produced with 

* greater Pomp than before. While in the 

■ * mean lime, the Gods worfhip'd in all the 

* Towns and Villages where Idolatiy jffevailed, 
« naere wholly^ without exception^ SpeStres of 

* dead Men, or Images of Mortals long fnce 

* departed'^' 

This is fo far true, that the \2Xt1 FktO' 
nifls did certainly attempt to reform the Hea- . 
then Rites ; to purge the old Religion, and 
new-model it upon the Purity of their Phi- 
lofophy : And it is as true, that their Attempt 
foto do, proved a full Accomplilhment of their 
Mafters Prophecy, of its being * a heavy labo- 

* rious Taik, and the Work of no very happy 

* Man,' But //r«V ill Succefs, in reducing the 
ancient Fictions to modern Refinements, con- 
cludes nothing againft the Dodrinc of the pri- 
mary Gods having been originally intended and 

' contrived to cxprefs the Parts and Powers of 
Nature, 



Letters coneeming Mythology. 21 r 

Nature, which is all that is requifite forLett.i6. 
our Entertainment. Nor is even tbat^ per-*— v— ' 
haps abfolutely neceflary, fince we often al- \ 
low ourfelves to be deceived for Amufementj 
nay, and lend a helping hand to carry on the I 
Cheat. Yet our Pleafures are purer when 
founded on Realities, and inilead of being meer 
Chimera's of our own Fancies, come recom- 
mended by Antiquity, confecrated by Nations, 
and cherifhed by the greateft Genii among Men. 
EuHEMERus therefore and his Fol- 
lowers, e'er we join in mortalizing the firft i^ 
Divinities, muft iatisfy us, Why the poetical 
Sages, InftruiSors of Mankind, termed their 
grand Work, the Bafis of their D&Slrine, not 
only a Theogony, or an Account of the 
Birth and Pedigree of the Gods^ but a Cos- ^ 
mogony' or an Account of the Birth and 
Creation of the fVorld? or plainer ftill a Cos- 
MOPOEiA ' a making or framing oftbeUni- 
verfe ? The Platonic Philofophy had no hand 
in the Cojmogmies or Hirtories of the Cre- 
ation written by Taaut or Thoth, by Linus, 
by Orpheus^ by Mufeeus, by Epimenides, by 
MelampuSy by Pherecydes, by Antipbo, by 
Tbamyras, by Dromocritus^ by Parmenides^ 
O 2 by 

" AIOrEN. AAEPT. n^Mia. 
~ * Souif. nAAAIOATOS. 
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2ia ' Letter t concerning AfyfMgf, 
Lett.i6.j)y Acufitms^ &c*. or ill any Part ofdiefa- 
^-^^^^^mou^ Epic Cycle *^ that from Chaos theRUe 
of Thiogs, deduced the mythical Hiflnry down 
/ to the 7ro/fl«-Times : Nor c«i any unbiaficd 
Mind perufe H^^s Theogony, and not per- 
ceive that he intends and plainly prqfejfes to 
, / deicribe the Origin, and repreient the Go- 
/ vcrnment of the World": And that the Plan 
of his Work, tho' interwove with many a 
digotnted Tale, is fubftantially the iame with 
Orpheus'^ IEP02 AOros or Holy Word, in 
] which wc are told the great Theologuc of 
/ the Greeksy and Pattern of pious Poets ezplaio- 
■ ed Points of no lefe Importance than the Births 
of the GodSf the Creation of the World and For- 
mation of Man^. 'Tis plain therefore, the 
Allegor^ did not come too late : It was not fram- 
ed after the Fable, like modern Predictions 
after 

* 'HZIOAOS iff^HirM f.n' Xoor "yrai&xt (pmri'v— i^ 

fAtiiiim Si fill yisKTtv AeJ'ii, HfUTis-w fih "Efwlce ^im 
fHiTiV«1(i wMTMv' HaniSif it )^ AlwiriXfMf ofxuXfyfT. 

nAATHN. STMHOS, 

fAl^coiu ^m®-. f3tG. Cx3-. 

"Oi t' e'k tw* ij-f'uprto S»l. — QEOrON. 

TIMO0. Tra.fi K'J^y. 
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•fisc the Event : It was underftood and receIv*dLett.i6. 
from the Beginning. c— y-^ 

How fitly thcfe Fables were contriv'd, 
how juftly they reprefented Nature, and what 
Purpofes they ferved among Men, are quite 
Afferent Confiderations j and wou*d require a 
different EHfcoffion, were it necellary to point 
out Beauties or Blemiihes that are better felt 
than defcribed j that ftrike and pleafe in pro- 
portion to every one's Gaiius and Capacity : 
For it is no vulgar Happinefs to be entertained l 
with this allufive fliadowy way of writing, i 
nor vulgar Penetration to comprehend its Force 
and Extent : A peculiar Caft of Mind is ne- 
ceflary to difcover the Art of an ingenious Fic- 
tion, and truly judge of its Propriety and 
Elegance. ' , 

• The human Genius; fays an Oracle in 
*' Learning S is of two forts ; Men of dry dif^ 

* tindt Heads, cool Imaginations, and Iceen 
« Application: They eafily apprehend the Dif~ 

* ferences of Things, are Matters in Contro- 

* verfy and excel in Confutation ; and theie 

* are the moft common. The fecond Ibrt } 

* are Men of warm Fancies, elevated Thought I 

* and wide Knowledge : they inftantly perceive 

' the Refemblances of Things, and are Poets, ■ 

* or Makers in Science, invent Arts, and ftrike 

* out new Light wherever they carry their 

O 3 ' Views.' 

^ Bacon. Org, nov. 
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Lctt.i6.* Views.' Thefe arc more rarely produced, eafily 
•— v-^'lmothered, and therefore appear at great In- 
tcrrals. This acute Obfervation holds true, 
not only of particular Men, but of whole Na- 
tions : The Eafiern^ contemplative, febulous, 
gnd metaphorical : the Weftern^ blunt and plain, 
iticking to Fa£t, and content with naked 
Truth. When M. Voltaire, whofe Sallies fur- 
prized and, diverted us here fome Years ago, 
ihew'd his Henriade to M. de Malezieux, 
he was told by that able Judge, after a due 
Commendation of his beautiful Poem, that it 
wou'd not be mach relifhed by his Country- 
men the French ; for, faid he, ih n'ont pat 
' la 'THe Epqite. With equal, or greater rca- 
fon he might have feid iU n'ont pas la Tite 
Myihohgique. They have indeed neither Dig- 
nity of Manners to fupport the one, nor Streng^ 
of Genius and Extent of Fancy to tafte the 
other. In Life they are wholly occupied with 
their Savoir vhre, and in Poetry with pretty 
little ingenious Pieces compofed by the ^&li^i 
to read in the Ruelles to the Ladies ' : No 
wonder their late Authors fhou'd lean to the pre- 
vailing profaic Tafte " ; and that even fuch Men 
as the Abbe Banier and M. Fourmont, whom I 
mention 

' > Tout Ic Secret de k Poefie franjoife confifte a hire de 
yetits Vers aifea, ou I'on fe contente de renftrmer 



forte dc Deliwcefle de Sentimens doux et paffionnez done on 
fait rEffentiel de la Poefie. 

P. Rapin. Reflection xxxi. 

" De toutet les Nations de TEiirope la notre eft la moins 

poeti^ue. Voltaire Difcoursfur Icp, e. 
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mendon with the Honour due to their Learning, Lettifi. 
{hould&vouraSyftcmrejeftedbythegreateftMen'— v"*^ 
of eveiy Age, and deftruflive of all true Poetry. 
Ip Heaven and Earthy Ocean and Slimfy 
^her and jiir^ Fire and Water be human 
Perlbns deified, of what Type, or Symbol of 
any one Thing in the Univerfe 'may we not 
fey the lame * ? The Rife and Relation of , 
thcfe Parts of the Creation to one another, their | 
various Oppofitions, Conjuncaions and Effefts 1 
were myfterioully fung by the firft Sages under ' 
the Wrappers of Births, Marriages, Wars, Im- 
prifonments, and other Figures taken from the j 
Af^irs of Men : They have been fo read and ( 
underftood for more than three thoufand Years, ' 
except when Ambition, Humour, or Intercft 
have made it proper to find out that they 
were Mortals. ' Mankind, fiiys the elegant 
■ Fontsnelky have an invincible Courage for 

* what they are once fond of: Every one be- 
' lieves the EMfcovery refufed to others has been 

* rcferved for himfelf Ten thoufand Years 

* hence there may be a Sett of Litterati, who 

* will bo;ift of confiiting Errors that have been 
' received for fixtecn thoufand before; and they 

* will find People dlfpofed to believe that in 

O 4 * reality, 

• PrincipesDeiCoELUM etTEBRA. Hi Dei iidem qui jE- 
gyptiSlRAPisei Isis, ecS. flar/offn/wdigicofTgnilieat, utidem 
priiiceps ill Latio, pAf uRNUs et Ops. Terra enim et Coe- 
LtiM, ut Sanntbracum Iiiitia docenc, funt Dei Macni, et hi 
quos dixi, multis Nominibus. ■ 

M. Ter. Varro DeLmguaLatinaXJb.lv. 

:, nh,Goo^le 
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Lett.i6;* realkyj the World is then juft begmmftgto 

^— v—' * open its Eyes. 

The Abb^ Banier's learned Work will 
open a wide Scene to your View.: He endea- 
vours to explain^ the Rife, Progrefs and "Ex- 
tent of what wc call Paganifm : He traces 
the PrinciplcG from which the various Modes 
of Superftition firft fprang, and points out their* 
Effeas upon Life andMannen. This Part of 
it is full of Inftru'dlion. There we fee the Paf- 
fions and Affedtiona mofl: neceilary for private 
Happincfeand the Prefervation of Society grofely 
perverted, and find a large Detail of 

^antum Relligto fotuitfuadere malorum. 

But while you read the cool Reflexions of this 
unpoetical Writer, it will not be amils to car- 
ry a Confideration or two along with you. 
Firft, that he writes upon an Bypothefis^ or 
Suppofition, that the Fables of the Ancients-aro 
bifiorical" \ that is, that there arc real human' 
' Perfons couched under the Names of Saturn 
or Time, Jupiter or Heaven, Jum or 
Air, Neptune or Sea, Ceres or Earth, 
and is every where endeavouring to trace that 
Hiftory to its fuppofed Original. This is the 
plan on which he writes, and which it muft be 
acknowledged to his Honour he has the good 
Senfc not always to follow. ' For he makes 

a 
■ la Mythologic et le> Fables expliquces par VHifiun. 

n,„N,-rnh,G00^le 
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a neccflary DHlkwabn between the Jirji Gods^LettAt- 
whom {after R. Mo/esBen Maimen, as I judge) *'—» — ■* 
he takes to be the heavenly Bodies, and, af- 
ter-deified Heroes ". But neither does this Dif- 
tindion remount high enough to the Princi- 
ples of Creation, nor extend wide enough to 
all the Powers of Nature j nor does the learn- 
ed Author, keep clofe to it in the Prolecu- 
tion of his Work ■» but biaffed and clogged 
by his Hypothefis, inftead of the primary 
Powers that produced, and permanent Parts that ■, 
compofe Heaven and Earth, he is conflantly in j 
queii pf tranfient Mortals. I 

His chief Proof which he brings from He- 
rodotus is fcarce conclufive. That Author does 
not % that the Greeks thought all the Gods I 
were born of Mens but only that the' eter- 
nal they, had a human (not a mortal) Nature ; / , 
. or, which is the real Scnfe, were of the Shape a 
and Figure of a Man j whereas the Perjians 
thought that Notion foolifh and abfurd, as in- 
deed it is. The Word dv^^mftJ^ui,';, made like 
a Men -j-, has miQed the learned Abbe ; and 
Inattention 

' Je pretens prouver qae fei Dieax non reulemenC des Grecs, 
mais encore des Nations d^ou ils Us avoient re^us, ayeot etc 
dea Konunes, fi vOus en exceptez les Aftres, C^f. 

Mytbol. Liv. V. Chap. 3, 

+ That this is the true MeaningoFthe Word appears from what 
Htcainiu fays of Mofis the Jtvi^ Laurgiver, almajl in thelame 
Terms with what Heroiittiis Taysof the Ftrjians -, that *Ar«Afii» 
ftiw S'ewa to a-JvsXw o'u luiTfO'KfiiKiri^ Ji* to |»n vofAi^tn 'aN- 

0panoMOP*ON. 
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Irftt.i 6. Inattention to what he certainly knew, that even 
fc— v^the E/(VarM»j, who defined the Deity to be 

) TO AiriNION KAI TO MAKAPIONj the 

/ Eternal and the Blessed, yet affirmed 
he had the moft beautiful of all Figures, that 
of a Man ; for which they are defervcdly ri- 
diculed, not by the Vulgar, who thought fo 
too, but by the other Philofof^ers, who had 
founder Sentiments of the divine Nature ^, 

You ARE not therefore to expeft poetical 
Entertainment from an Author who writes 
upon this Plan, nor to have the fair fide of 
\ Mythology fet in an advantageous Light : Not 
i ii word of the Wifdom of the Ancients, the 
; Depth of their Conceptions, Strength of their 
Fancies, or Services in civilieing the Savage 
Tribes of Men. On the contrary, whether 
from a proper Deference to his Profeffion, or 
firom fome other View, he is conftantly endea- 
vouring to render the ancient Mythology edi- 
cus, and with fuperflubus Pains confuting ftre- 
nuoufly what 'no body now believes. In fo 
doing he may by fome be thought to have 
afted 

©PnnOM0P*0N ?iva. Toip 3fo\- i\}.ci riv Trtfiij^janx 
T?ii (vv 'OTPANON fMVDv tncti 9fo», i^ tm Skur xujhov. 
'EKATAT02 wxfii AIOAOP. tov 2i. ex tm *aT. 
' Habebit igitur Linguam Deui, et non loquetor : denteis, 
fauces, palatum nullum adufum,qu£e'.]ueprocreationiscauli_Datiira 
corpori aiHtixit, ea fruftra habebil Deus; nee externa magh 
qnam interiora j cor, pulmones, jecur, cxceraque, detrafia uti- 
litatc, quid h:^eiit venuftatis '. quandoquidem hxc efle in Deo 
propter pulchiitudbetn vultis (Epicorei.) 

M.T, Cicero De Nat. Deor. Lib. I. 

ivG<-H)^lc 
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tiQxd decently in his Station, or perhaps wife-Irftt.i6. 
ly for a Bilhopric ; and ibus I wou'd chufe to *— w*^ 
underAand his general Condemnation of the 
ancient Fables, and particular Arraignment of 
dieir Gods for permitting Troy to be Ikckt 
without good ReaTons, rather than believe that 
,' he did not fee the Danger of enquiring into 
/ the Nature and Attributes of the Deity upon 
\ Principles we do not fully comprehend. To 
judge of the Intentions of Providence by the 
/ Events that fell out in the World, Famines, 
Fires, Wars, Earthquakes, Peftilence or Storm, 
might lead the unwary into an inextricable La- 
byrinth. It is only with Affiftance of fuperior 
WiiHom, that we can fully account for thefc 
' difmal Shocks, that feem to make Mankind the 
i; alternate Sport of the Elements and their ovi'n 
I Paflions, and wind ourfclvcs out of the Maze 
! of claflung Principles. 

But I am likewifeapt to imagine that Imi- 
tation of a great Pattern whom he often quotes, 
has contributed to give this Turn to the Abbe's - 
Pen ; a Prelate of vaft Parts, learned, elo- 
quent, artful, andafpiring. By thefe Qualities 
he rofe to the firft Dignities of the Gallican- 
Chufchi while another of a finer Fancy and 
better Heart, humble, holy, and fincere, was 
cenfur'd at Rome, and difgraced at the French 
Court. Both were entrufted with the Edu- 
cation of Princes j and acquitted themlelves of 
their 

D,gt,,-erihyGOOglC 
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Lett.i6. their Duty in a very difierent manner* The 
>-v— 'one endeavoured to make his royal PuimI noble, 
virtuous and jufl:, a Father to his Pec^le and 
a Friend to Mankind, by the iVlaxims oi the 
inimitable Telemaque : the other, in hie 
Di/courjfs upon umverfal Hifiary, is " per- 
petually turning his Prince's Eyes from Man- 
kind to the Church, as the (acred Objed of 
'his Care, * from whofe cverlafting Stem who- 

* ever feparates is loft, and for whofe Interefts, 

* in the Extirpation of Hcrefy, and Aggrandizo- 

* ment of her Miniftcrs, he is, like his Fathw 

* Lewis XIV. to exert all the Power he has re- 
: • ccived from God ^.' The one has employ'd 

. ' the Charms of Mytholc^ to make Virtue 

; appear amiable to an alpiring Youth : the other 

'■ employs his Eloquence in railing at it, and 

abufing thofe who ufe it. He can fcarce (peak 

mth Patience of the ancient Fables, or hear 

of an Allegory to explain them. 

* The filthy Hiftorics, iays he, of the Gods, 

* their^ infamous Genealogies, their lascivious 

* Loves, their Feafts, their Myfteries, were all 

* allegorized : It was the World or the Sun 

* that was underftood to be the one fupreme 

* God. It was the Stars, the Elements, Fire, 

* Aifi 

' Etudiez, Monseigheur, cetti fuite de 1' Sglifi: — 
Employez toutes vos forces a rappeUer dana cctte unite tout 
ce qui s'en eft dcvoye, et a faire ccoutec 1' Eglife : — Recant- 
mandez i. vos Dtfcendans V Egii/i, plus encore cjue ce grand 
Empire, de vos Anceties. 

Difc. fur r Hift. Univer. Part. II. j. XII. 
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« Air, Water, Earth, and their variouaCotn-Lctt.i6. 

* binations that lurked under the Names of '— v— * 

* the different Gods, and .Tales of their A- 

* mours. Wretched and weak Refuge! For 

* the Fables were fcandalous, and all the Al- 

* lories pitiful and finrced.* No doubt fome 
x& them were : But were they all fo, M. 
Boffutt? You have need of clear Proof of your > 
Aflerdon : For fo did not Orpheus think, nor { 
Pythagoras J nor Plato^ nor Zeno^ nor Chjfip- \ 
pus, nor the Fathers of Learning who invented I 
Fables, nor the Reftorers of it who explained \ 
them, nor even Ortgen the Champion of our ' 
Religion •■ : Nay, nor you yourfelf when left to 
your own quick Perceptions, and left intent upon 
an unneceffary ' Refutation of Idolatry. Na- 
ture is flnbborn, and Truth is powerful : For 
this lame learned Prelate in the Sequel of this 
very Difconrle, when his Zeal we may fup- 
pofe was a little cooled, llruck with the Juft- 
nefs and Elegance of thefe individual Allego- 
ries of the Gods, has himfelf explained Ibme 
of them with great Beauty and Acutenefs. 

• One of the things, 6ys he, that fo 

f much recommended Homer's Poetry, was 

,' that 

' Ti AINOr, ^ MOrSAIOT ^ 0P*Efii'2 irotB- 
jM5eT«, J^ 11 *EPEKTiOT >-f«(pr to (tXi Tay/jiX 

•n^uf Twv ffufy^afpiiav ihlyaa (jXv f^fovriffi TUir avto^tv 
iuT(uJ«jit£vwu' jno'voij Si igct to~( TfOTroAoj-uirat x, dAAiilof rffwi 

iUT«KEA20N. Pif. «. See below Notev. 
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hetUib.' that he fung the Superiority and Vidones 
«-*v— ' » of Greece over A/ia' This Superiority lies, 
not in the Conqueft of that Country by the 
Greeks^ and the afhial Deftnidion of it's Ca- 
pital : No ; it conliAs, according to the £iga- 
clous Bifhop, in the Arrangement and Divi- 
iionof the Gods between the contending Na- 
/. tions. ' On the Side of Asia was ^fflwj, that 
( * is, Pleafure, fooliih PaOioo, and Efieminacy. 
/ * On the Side of Greece V9sJuno\ that is, 
\ * Matron-Gravity and Conjugal-Love j together 
/ * with Mercury^ Invention and Eloquence, and 
\ * Jupiter^ or political Wifdom. On the Side 
/ i * of Afia was brutal and impetuous Mars; 
) \ * that is War made with blind Fury : On the 
( : * Side of Greece, vrasPaUas} that is Military- 
) * Difcipline and Bravery guiu-ded by Judge- 
'■ * mcnt '.' 

Naturam expeltas Furca, tamen ufque recurret. 

But perhaps thefe Allegories, thus explain- 
ed, mean only to ^^i7/&i and are recommended 
for . meer Amu(ement. That^ in my opinion, 
is enough; but not fo in the eloquent Pre- 
late's. ' The Poets, Parents of Allegory, that 
■ * were in every body's Hands, according to 

* bim, inJiruBed more than they entertain' d: 

* The grcateft Conqueror look'd upon Homer 

* as his Mafier in the Art of Government. 

' That 

• Difc forl'Hift. Univ. Part in. j. V. 
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* That mighty Poet taught Men as much toLett.i6.' 

* Obey, as to Command : For both he, and ^-'v— ^ 

* fo many other Bards, whofe Works are equal- 

* \y grave and agreeable, aim at nothing fo 

* mudi as to celebrate the ufeful ^t% of Life : 

* They breathe nothing but the public Good, 

* Love of their Country, Social Virtue, and 

* that wonderful Civility of Manners we ad- 

* mire among the Grecians :' Nay, upon thefe 
very Allegories lay thcchiefStrcfeof the public 
InftrafUon. ' By their means every Greek 

* came to believe that Underftanding and true 

* Courage was his natural Charafter j and of . 

* confequence coii'd not bear the Thought of 

* being vanquifli'd by a Barbarian j which, in 

* his Opinion, wou'd have been a Sacrifice of 

* Virtue to Effeminacy, of the Mind to the 

* Body, and of real Valour to brutal Strength 

* depending upcnNumbers'.* Strange Ef^dt of 
thele pitiful, forced Allegories! One wou'dalmoft 
be tempted to think that the injured Genius 
of ancient Mythology had firft ftript M. de 
Meaux of his prieftly Prejudice, and then forced 
his Pen to make Amende bemrable for abufing 
its Offipring. For this is not all: the fame 
great Prelate has grievoufly forgot himfelf when 
he extols the Wifdom of Egypt, the Mother- 
land of Mythology, and reprefents the Egyp- 
tians., it's Fofter-Fathers, as kept in the fteady 

3 Practice 
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Lett.i6.Praaice of Virtue, by a daily Meditatkm on 
^— v-^the Meaning of their fignificant Rites. * One 

* of their fined Contrivances, he fcys, to pic 

* ferve their facred Maxims, was to dothe them 

* with certain Ceremonies that imfxinted them 

* upon People's Minds : Th^ Ceremonies were 

* gone about with deep ReSexion ; and the &^ 

* rious thoughtful Temper of the Nation pce- 

* vented their degeneraUi^ into unmeaning 

* 'Forms.' 

But were not the Stories of their GWr parti- 
cularly fcandalous ? No: they were larticularly 
u&ful to nourifli the noblefl: PaiHioo of the hu- 
man BreaA. ' One of the things, continues 
' this launch Churchman, inftilled with the 
' greateft Care into the Minds of the Egyp- 

* iianSy was a Veneration and Love of their 

* Country. Egypt, they iaid, was the Dwel-' 

* ling d the Gods, where th^ had reigned 

* for Millions of Years j the Mother of Men 

* and Animals, which her Plains, impregnated 

* by the River, had produced, while the reft 

* of Nature was curled with Barrenneis. The 

* Priefts who ccMnpofed their Chronicles, com- 

* prehending innumerable Ages, JUled them 

* 'with Fables and Genealogies of their Godst 

* only to imprint the Antiquity and Pre-emi~ 

* nence of their Country upon the Minds of 

* the People".' 

Be 
• Ibid. s. m. • ■ 
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■ Be it fo» M,deMeaux! They anfwered aLett.i6, 
noWe End in fo doing i But it was not folely ♦— v-^ 
foe that Porpofe thefe Fables and Genealogies 
were dther invented in Egypt, or propagated 
over the Eaft. They were full of higher In- 
ftnidion, conveyed pliunly to the Wife, tho' 
veSed from the Vulgar. Of which I will pro- 
duce one unexcepti(Miable Witnefs, as free from 
Safpidon of Prgudice in thdr favour, as you 
were of praftifing the Maxims of the Saint: *, 
whenyou were perfecuting their Author. * In 

* Egypt, iays the moft learned of the Fathers, 
< the Priefts have a fecret Philofophy conceriv 
« ing the Rdi^on by Law eftabliihed, con- 

* taincd in dieir national Scriptures ; while the 

* common People only hear certain Fables 
" whofe Meaning they do not underftand. 

* Were any one to hear thefe Fables from a 

* private Man, and imagine he underftood 

* them without converfing with any Priefi^ 
*- or learning from one of that Order the Egyp- 

* tian Jtcret DoSirim, he wou'd be extremely 

* ri^culous. What I have faid of the Learned 

* and Illiterate among the Egyptiam, may be 

* likewife faid of the Perfians, who have fo- 
' - lemn Rites performed by the Wife- Men {Ma- 
'~gi) withKnowlcge of their Reafons and In- 

* fiitution ; while the faperiicial Multitude con- 

* tent themfelves with the meer outward Rite 

P * or 

* A Tieatife writ by M. Jt FttrtUu, and made the Pretence of 
profecating him, 

D,gn,-.rihyGOO^[e 



2a6 Letters concerning Mythology* 
Lett.i6,<; or infigfiificant Symbol : And the iame hcdds 
*'—*'"*'/ true of the Syrians and Indians^ and of all the- 
/* Nations, that have Fables and Scriptures '.' 

The Teftimony is clear and decifive: With 
it I leave M, Bofueti who might have 
difpky'd his great Learning and magiAerial. 
Eloquence without Animadverfion, had he 
more regarded Truth, and the injured Merit of 
the greateft Modem that has done Honour 
to Mythology. Ili,is not eafy to afcertain what 
ihou'd make fome warm Ecclefiaftics (for the 
wifer are far above fuch Weakneis) fo angry at the 
Allegories of the ancient Poets, now when alt 
danger from their Deities is over. Of old in- 
deed, when Temples and Revenues belonged 
/ to them ; when the Wealth and Dignities of 
., / the Church were annexed to the allegorical 
" Devotion, and veiled in its Teachers, no won- 
der the good Fathers fhould fulminate againil 
the wild and impious Worfliip : But now, when 
the Struggle is long fincc over, when the Fa- 
ther of Gods and Men has not had fo much 
as a Lamb oifered, nor his Daughter a lingle 
Grain of Incenfe burnt upon any Altar for near 
a. thouiand Years, it is hard to tell what Ihou'd 
awake their prepofterous Zeal, or make them 
fo eager to mortalize the Emblems of Anti- 
quity. Is there not, as I was hinting, fome 
Infedion 

>i MT©0r2 »^ rPAMMATA fpC""^'» ^"<«'«. 

K»r* KEA£. ^S, «, 
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Infcdbn in the Cafe? Some fccret OperationLett.i6. 
like Plato's Loadftone *, that communicates it's^—v-** 
Virtue from the primary Paffion through many 
inferior Links, (Iron-Rings all hanging by this 
ori^nal Magnet:) Thefe Rings fucceflively ope- 
rating in the Votaries of Apollo, were Poets» 
Players, Rhapfodlib, and all the Retinue of 
the Mufes down to the loweft Link, the affedt- 
ed Spedator, where Enthuliafm flopt. In the 
fame manner, has not the reading the flaming 
Inveftivcs * of the primitive Fathers who were" 
actually in the Struggle, a little infe(3ed their 
Followers with the fame fiery Spirit and inde- 
cent Language ' ? Eufebiui cannot endure to ; 
hear that the old Theology (hou'd be appli- 
cable to the Powers of Nature, or capable of / 
Allegory and a latent Meaning j but will needs ' 
P 2 havtt 

" Ton (r« Miffexwj-wvoi, (it' ou* 'Ai^io;^ikovt— To'7f jwir 
Ti Ts(i^v^\q {/.Sm tn-oiEi, 1^ it ^iM>1a tix g» ^xuya^tultt 
KoKttxii' HUB it TO-Mj-uu i'ri ■m^tpSit^c/A.tv^, Mj trtfi- 
rupOjUfM^, X, Toic OTjfiiriiiroii'ixi) Q-iu OfAn j-fAwpfV^. 

rPHr. N»C' xa-falouA. e«<r. 0)X.«L-r,*(3. 

r TheTe polite, thefe civilized, ihde philoro[Aicat Natiom 
deified the word of Things, ani ihe wotft of Men; andre- 
ptenifh'd Heaven with fiich a Rout of Deities, as made it look 
more likea Jail full of Rogues and Villains than an habita- 
tion of the Gods, For when all is done, they were nei- 
ther better nor worfe than mi>rtal Men, Saiurn and Jupiter 
were known Tyrants in Crtit, rpoUo a common Fidier, the 
liufes Servant Maids, E/cnlnpiu! a Tooth-drawer in Arcadia, 
Final a known Strumpet to Cajras King of Cyprus not long be- 
fore the Tr^/ao War. Thefe, and like theic, were the Gods 
Aiy worfliipped. Dr, I'arker's Demoiill. Partll. J, 39. 

• 2niA(T. «. 
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Lett.i6.IiaTe its Authors to have meant it gro^ vaA 

V*>r-^ literally of Gods, as undcrflood and beBeved 

by the Vulgar. He is fo iull (^ this, that he 

fiiiilhcs the firil and begins the fecond fio(^ 

of his Go^l-Preparativt wkh afiuring us, 

* That thefc The<it^ of the Pbeniciam and 
Egyptians vrere no Fatks, n<n- poetical Fiflirais 
concealing a different Senfe : But ^e Record 
or TeAimony, as fbey wou'd lay, erf profound 
and pioilis Divipes, containing a Dodtrine older 
than aU the Poets and HiAorJans, to the Truth 
of which the Names and Notions of the Gods 
yet recnved over all the Towns and Villages^ 
of Pbenicia, hear witnels, and the Myfterics 
yearly performed in «ach : Tliat this is pkin both 
from other Writers, and particularly fi-om the 
Confeflion c£ the mofl: approved Theolognes f 

* .that the firft and oldeft Sages, Authors of 
/ * the Do(^ine concerrung the Gods, had no 
/ * Eye to "Nature in their Compofitions, nor 

' / * allegorized the Tales concerning them } but 

J * reftriftcd their Meaning to the Letter of 

I ' the Narration.' — So that, he amcludcs, we 

need not go in quefl: of flrained Amplications 

to Nature, of which the Fads themfelves affiird 

a plain 'Confutation. 

Another Father of a clearer Head, tho' 
warmer Heart, goes not quite fo far j he fcems 
to allow a little unwillingly, " the firft Fables to 
have had Allegories ; but %s, moft juftly as 
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ta the later Grecians^ that the Doflrine theyLett,i6. 
Gontun'd was unfixed and variable. * Let an-'^-y J 
' dent OrpbeuSy iajrs be ironically, prefent him- 

* fclf before a fo!«nn Affembly with his en- 

* chanting Song and harmonious Lyre, that 

* drew Woods and Wild Beafb after it: Let 

* him invoke his Jupiter in the wondrous 

* Words and tranlcendant Concejttiom of his 

* Theology: 

Mofi great, mofi glorious "^ovtX tho* wrapt in 

Dungy 
Of Horfesy Sheep and Mules . *. 

' Then let him conlider thdr marvelous and 
' all^rical Meanings i and let his Doftrine^ 

* quitting thcfe Portents, bewilder itfelf among 

* the Depths and Precipices of a vague Theo- 

* ry ■ : ' which laft Stroke, by the by, I be- 
lieve was meant as a Hit at Porphyry and 
yamblicbus, the then Patrons and Props of the 
new-modelled Mythology". 

With better Senfe St. Austin, after ex- 
po6ng the Abfurdiw of their Worlhip, ftarts- , 
the Ot^eflionj that thefe fame Rites have na- / 
tural Allegories j that is to fay, they are Ex- / 
plications of the Laws of Nature,^ by which - 
P 3 the 

• See above p. 173. 

"AuTftS. p. 
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Lett. 1 6.the World was created at firit, and by whidt 
*— v—yit ftills fubfifls: * As if, lays he, natural Al- 
/ * legories were the Matter in queftion, and not 
/ * divine Truth ; or that we were difputing what 
\ ' were the Rules of Nature, and not what was 
• the Rule of God!* This is touching the Point: 
For how properly he diftinguifhes between the 
! Laws of Nature and the Will of its Author.other- 
/ wife than between Caufc andEffeftjis not to our 
\ prefent purpofe ; but the Diftindion between 
them as ObjeBs of Worjhip is highly perti- 
nent ; and at the ^me time that it decides the 
QueAion between him and his then Adver- 
laries, it leaves the ancient Sages in full Pol&f' 
fion of their Allegory. 

But why then does both he and the greater 
part of the Fathers favour the mortalizing Scheme 
introduced by Eubemerui ; that all the Gods of 
the Ancients were once Men ? For two Rea- 
fons : Firft it was a cheap and ready Method 
of Confutation, that rid them of all the Gods 
at once, like L'**'**'^ Jkorteft Way •with the 
Dijetiters : Next it was the moft oJious Light 
in which they cou'd reprefcnt them. All the 
Ancients believed that dead Bodies were im- 
pure, and that whatever touched thern was 
polluted and unholy until it underwent a 
proper Purification. This gave them a kind of 
Horror at whatever had a relation to a Cbrps, 
and made them fhrink with Averfion from. 
Sepulchres and Places of Burial, which they 
called 

n.,1,, KG(.H)ylc 
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called Sacred^ in the firft and worft me£in-Lett.z6. 
ing of the Word. The moft hideous Form ^ 
tberefere in which the ancient Temples cou'd 
be drels'd up, was to repre&nt them as Tombs ; 
and make the Worihip performed in them pals 
for funereal Rites to the Carcaffes of departed 
Mortds. To prove this, Clemens of Alexan- 
dria has made a large Compilation in his Mil^ 
cellanies • tranfcrU)«i entire by Euje&ius, and 
often referred to by the other Fathers: And 
as the Aflertion was trae in part, and that moft 
People had neither Learning nor Leifure enough 
to make the grand Diftinftion f, it came 
to be generally admitted as true m -wbole. The 
fucceeding Fathers took it upon the word of 
their Predeceflbrs, and tranfmitted it to the 
Monks, who ^thfiilly handed it down to later 
Times *. Under Ais Prepoffeffion many learned 
Modems have gone upon various Scents in queft 
of the human Origin of the ancient Gods. 
Their fcveral Attempts refcmble the different 
Syftcms of PhUofophy contrived to account for 
P 4 the 

fc ^— Inteftabilis etya«r cllo, Horat. 

KAHM. rrpflM^ 

f See Arutotie, above p. i3o. 

* For feitos immortais e fobeianos 
No Mundo, a OS Varoes esforjo e arte 
Divinososfizeram, fendo hunianos: 
Que Japiter, Mercuria, Ftho. e Marti^ 
Enias, e Qmrim, e os dous Thtbaimi, 
Ctrei, Palai, e June com Diana, 
Todot foram de fraca came humana. 

LuftAD. Cant IX. 

r.,i, -I. Cookie 
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txtt.t6.the PhcncMmena of Nature. ThcAaApn oS 

.4«*v"^thefe Syftein& are commonly, fo full slid &ffld 

of one Frincipte s£ their owb lowndoD^ os at 

leaft of their own Applyli^, that by it*s Ic^ 

■ means they mufl neols cx[4ain the StruiSw^ 

and unravel the MyAeries of the Creation. 

This Gilbert attempted by Mitgiieti/m> Dr. 

Mofe by his bylafcbic or MatterH-uling Genius, 

and M. des Cartts by Matter and MdtiotK 

In the very fame manner, the excellent: Abb^ 
Piucbe, whofe Works I read wtdi real de- 
light, reduces the whole Gods of Anfiqnity to 
; certain Statues or emblenutical Figures iet up 
/ in public Places in ^gypt by way of Alma- 
nach, to warn the, People of Seed-time and- 
Harveft, or like Heralds to proclaim Peace and 
War : Our learned and unwearied Traveller Dr. 
P* ♦ *, circumscribes them to a few of the firft 
tgyptian Kings : The Abbe Bamer to real 
hiftom:al Perfons, or dead Men deified y and 
the greater part, Voffius, Bocbart, Huet^ and 
of late M. Fourmentf will have the Gods ta 
be Scripture Worthies^ and their L^nds to be 
. bebrew 'Tales mifunderftood. 

But Mythology is a vaft and various 
Compound ; a Labyrinth thro' whofe Wind- 
ings no one Thread can conduA us 3 ' fined aU 

• the Powers of Heaven and Earth, whatever is, 

* whatever ads, whatever changes, whatever re- 
< mains the fame, is by fome a)ngruent Image 
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* to its peculiar Nature, varioufly painted in this Lett.16, 

* mimic Mirror of the Univcrfc.' The primary '■■•v^- 
.ff-tat Gods reprefent its prindpol I^ts and 

Powers, the numerous inferior Train exhitut 
cither the under-parts of the World and their 
Influences, or they belong to human I^ffions 
and human Tranfadions as rannefted with them; 
The reft are Men adopted into the number 
of Gods, and frequently blended with the 
ori^nal Duties.— To ima^ne all tbefe can be ' 
reduced to one Cla&, and their infinite Rela- 
tions, Explications, Abdications and IMiiappli- 
cations, through Succeeding Ages of different 
Tafte, and diftant Nations of diiferent Man- 
ners, can be traced and laid open by any me 
however ingenious SyAem, is believing an Im- 
poffibility. It is like feeking a full View of 
the World with the Light of a Taper; and an 
Attempt to fuli^e^t the Vagaries of heated Fancy 
on jiich Subjects as Reli^n and Philofophy to 
a fimple Uniformity. It may fliew great A- 
cutene&, and greater Learning, as indeed it has 
done ; but turns out at beft a pretty ingenious 
Hypothefis, like Des Cartes* Fortices or Epi' 
curus' ^tojm i a Fidtion in the main with fome 
mixture of Truth. 

* The finding all the Gods of the Ancients, 

* iays a learned Antiquary, to be Jewijh Pa- 

* triarchs^ feems unfupportcd by every thing, 
' but a pious Intention gS doing honour to the 

* Bible. 
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Lett 1 6.' Bible. For by what we can coUcfl: from 
*-^v— " Pagan, or even Jwc;^ Antiquity, the Hiftwy 
** of that People was lefi celebrated or known 

* than of any People whatibever : But known 
' or unknown, continues the iame Authw, ic 

* is Ibmewhat hard, methinks, that they will 

* not allow Greece the honour of producing 

* one fingle Hero ; but that they muft all be 

* fetched from Palejiine. One woa'd have 

* thought the Number of the i*tf^fl»- Worthies, 
■ and the Paucity of the yemjhy might have 
' induced our Critics to afford tbofe fome homc- 

* ipun Heroes of a fecond rate at leaft: But 

* this, it feems, would look To like a £tcrile- 

* gious Compromife, that an Expedient is con- 

* trived to leflcn this Dilparity of Numbers ; 

* and Moses alone is found to be Apollo, Pan, . 

* PriapuSf Ceeropsy Minos, Orpheus, Amphson, 

* Tirejias, Janus, Evander, &nd Romulus, and 
' about fome twenty more of the Pagan Gods 

* and Heroes. So iays the learned and judici- 

* ous Mr. HuET, who not content to ftize 

* all he meets with as lawful prize within 

* the Wafte oi fabulous Times, makes cruel 
' Inroads into the cultivated Ages of Hiftory, 

* and will fcarce allow Pome to have its own 

* Founder. Nay fo jealous are they of this 

* fairy Honour paid to the Scripture, that I 

* have met with thofe who thought it much 

* incroached on, if we fhou'd believe there 

3 * was 
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* was any other Origin oi Human-SacrificeJ^tt..i6» 

* than the Command to Abraham to offer up *■— »— ^ 
' his Son. This contending for Jo extraordi- 

* nary an Invention puts one in mind of thole 
' Grammarians who from a due Regard to the 

* Glory of ancient Times, will not admit either 

* the Great or Small Vox. to be modem Difcove- 

* ries, but vindicate thofe ineiHmable BlefHngs to 
■ all-knowing Antiquity*.' 

A Prejudice therefore derived from the 
Fathers, and apious Defire to put honour upon 
die yews have led many Men aftray. Mif- 
guided by thefe, they have taken a flippery 
Road where Refemblances are miftaken for 
Proofs, of the God and Mortal's being one 
and the &me Perlbn. A Road full of Mazes, 
and frequented by Phantoms that promife to 
diredl, and then deceive you. Many great Men, 
whofc Names I traly honour, have wildly wan- 
dered in it, in fpite of the wideft Literature, 
and found, or imagined Refemblances, in vir- 
tue of which they concluded tbemoft different 
Perfons to be the fame Individual. An Ex- 
ample will better convince you of the Fallacy 
' of this way of reafoningj and in that very In- 
ftance where they think themfelves leaft obnoxi- 
ous to Delufion, I mean the Identity of the 
yewijh Lawgiver with the Godofff^ine. The 
chief 



• DiviHE Lecat. Book II. 
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2>tti6, chief Pomts of RefemUance, collected with in-. 

" ■^-y—^ finite I^ns apd Pomp of Leamii^ are thcfc. 

I. Bacchus was bom in Egypt^ pat into, 
a RuQi-BaflccC, and ooaunined to the Rivtt i 
So was Moses. II. Bacchus had two Mo* 
thers, and was very comely: So had Mofis, 
lU. Bacchus vas bred m ^ahia, fromwhcmce 
he ifliied and led wondetnig Nations afler hint 
l^ miraculous Feats : So did i^s. IV. Bae~ 
cbus was a Le^llator, and had a two-fetd Law 
engraved upon two Bates * : So had M^Si 
V. Bacchus i£ painted with Honifi> and always 
accompanied with a Dog : So is Mofes '• VI. 
In fine Bacchus and the Bacchants handled: 
Snakes unhurt, brought Streams with a Stroke 
of their 'Tbyrfi from die Rock, made Foun* 
tains flow with Wine mod Milk, and Ifooey 
diftiU under their Steps : So did M^ in every 
point. 

Now to Ihew how tickfifli it is to troft 
to thefe Co-tncidendes, let us fuppofe that 
we had known the Hiftory of Ibmukts the 
Founder of Bame with no more Certainty (aa 
it is not with much) than we do the Conqueror 
of the Eaft'& j that we had only a fcattered 
Tradition about him equally inigue with the 
myftic Hints about the Nyfean God. In that 
Cafe, what ^ould hinder £)me lagadous Sage 

to 

* AinAAKA GEZMON. 

' Kaiek in Hibrew and Mali or Ktlb in ArtMt igaSv « 
J)i>S, the Name of M$/ti'» duef Favoriw. 
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to aflirm, that Romulus and Mifes are one and Lett. 1 6. 
the feme Peribn. For I. RoMULDsat his Birth*—"*—* 
.was expofed in the River for fear of a great 
King: So was Moses. U. Romulus vns /pa- 
red by the Water, and moft fortunately pre- 
fervcd : So was Mo^s. Ill, Romulus was edu- 
cated as a Shepherd, aiid kept his iiippoled Fa- 
ther*s Flocks : 8odidAfo/?j. IV. Romulus de- 
feated and kilted the King who had caufed 
him to be expofcd : So did Mofes. V. Romu- 
bu led forth Tribes to new S«its, was a Law- 
£^er and Founder of a State : So was Mojes, 
VL Romulus introduced a Senate os Court of 
Elders into his new Polity: So did Mojes, 

VII. Romulus va& both King andPrieft} and 
I)ad a Brother mcve pHeAty than hitnfelf: 
So was MofeSt and had a Brother the &me. 

VIII. Romulus conquered Kings, and with 
' Hands lifted up to Heaven, averted a Defeat, 

and obtained aVidory : So did Mofes, IX. 
In fine, Romulus dilappcared from among Men, 
[ffone to worfbip him as a God, the manner 
of his Death, and Hace of his Burial befaig 
equally unknown : So did Mops in every point. 
If therefore the finular CircumAances of their 
Fortune and Atchievements prove Mo/es and 
Bacchus to be the fame Peribn, much more 
muA the &me fort of Evidence prove Mofes 
to be Romulus $ and then, by the grand Rule 
of Reaibning, Bacchus^ Mofes and Romulus 
muft ' 

D,gt,,-erihyGOOgle 



jgS Letters concerning Mythology, 
Lett i6.muft neceflarily identiiy, and the kalian and 
I,. V '^ j^ai (if Bacchus be a Mortal) muft be loft 
in the Jew. 

Th e Limits of Truth and Falihood are not 
always eafily fixed : But clpecially In mythical 
Matters, their Barrier at this Diitance of Tijne, 
is often like Mahomet's Bridge' j finer than a 
Hair» fharper than the Edge of a Swcwd, 
and fo befet with Briars and barbed Thorns on 
each fide, that to pafs it without fupernatural 
Afliftance is next to impoflible. What clearer 
Evidence of this than the Variety and Contra- 
riety of the clafliing Syftems ? While fomc will 
have all the Gods of Antiquity to have been 
Egyptian Sign-Posts ** ; others Egyptian 
Kings ' ; others Thfjaiian Princes '' j others 
yewijh Patriarchs'; others Kings of the 
ievcral Countries where they were worfliip'd, 
or the Countries themfelves ". But if you 
descend from the general Syftem to Particu- 
lars, even thofe who agree in the main dif- 
fer widely in the detail. Of thofe, for in- 
ilance, who transform the Heathen Gods into 
yews, fays one, Saturn is Adam, Rhea and 
Jlt^ is Eve, Jupiter is Cain, Prometheus A- 
bel, Lamech Apoth, Jabsl is Mercury, Noe~ 
ma Venus, Bacchus Noah, Janus Noah, and 
Phaeioa 

• J/Siral, in Jrahic, llie Pailhge over Hell to Paradife. 
^ M. r Abbe Piuc/>t. • Dr. /* ■ • •. " M. U acre, 
> ro^ui, &C. - M, Biancbini, 
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Phaeton Elias in his fiery Char". No, lays Lett 16.' 
another, Saturn is Noah^ Sem is Pluto, Cham " 
y^P*^^* y^phet Neptune, Nimrod Bacchus, 
and Phut Apollo ". No, fays a Scholar of the 
fi)rmer, Saturn^ Jupiter^ Pluto, Neptune^ Bac- 
chus, Mercury and the whole Train of the 
Gods center in Mofes alone, and all the God- 
defles in Zipporah his Wife, or Miriam his 
Sifter p. No, no, you are all wrong, fays an- 
other, happy in a Difcovery hid from the Cri- 
tics, for three thouland Years, Celus or the 
Heaven is Terah^ Saturn is jibraham, Rhea 
Sarah, Keturab Ceres, Hagar Pallas, Ifaac 
yupiier, Rebecca yum, IJhmael Pluto, the 
good Jacob the Giant lyphon^ Leah is Dime, 
Rachel Venus ; their Maid Zilpah is a younger 
Rhea, and Bilha one of the Fates : Diana 
was their Family-midwife i and their Nurjes, 
Bed-makers, Chamber-maids^ Drejfers, &c. 
made the Artemides or Nymphs of Diana'% 
Train '.— — Such is the Evidence that reiults 
from imaginary Refemblances between real 
and Hdtitious Peribns j and upon fuch Evidence, 
fupported by equivocal Allufions and tortured 
Etymologies, have the plaineft Allegories been 
rejeded, and emblematical Gods mctamor- 
phofed into the Chiefs- of a vagrant Tribe, 
and the Implements of their Seraglio. 

But 



» KWcher, VgffiM, &C. » M. EocBar/. 

» M. Uuet. 1 M. Fsurmat, ' 
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Letti6. But if contrariwifc you pretend to aigue,' 
■'not from a Refembiance betwwn PerfimSt real 
or fidtitiousi but to fix a Ferfon from tiw 
Grcumjiances of a Fabk^ your Footing is ftill 
more flif^cry. Mythology is not only a per- 
fo^ Proteus berfelf, but communicates a trans- 
forming Virtue to all Q\c touches j for that 
Ferfon human or divine is not £> real, whom 
with two or three Epithets muttned like Charms, 
and a frnall Variation of his Ped^ree, fhc can 
not change into a Shadow. What Perfon more 
real than Samfm^ or whole Feats of Strength 
are to be more literally underflood ? Yet he 
and they are allegorized away by a very learned 
Man into the, Subtleties of the Sceptical Phi. 
lofof^y. As Mlai and Hercules of old, be. 
caufe of their celeflial Science were £ud to 
fupport the Heaven on their Shoulders, in the 
fame manner, iays he, the bodily Strength at- 
tributed to Samfon^ is to be underftood_;^«r0- 
tively of the Powers of his Mind, whofe iu- 
perior Penetration convinced him of the Incer- 
tain^ of all things, and made him a Sceptical 
Hero. His firft Exploit was to kill the Lion, 
in whofe Mouth he ibund delicious Nourilh- 
ment. The prefumptuous Dogmatift is the 
Xaon, out of whole Mouth he draws Ar. 
guments to confound him, and nourish him. 
fclf in his own Scepticifm. Samfon's Foxes 
fet on fire the Corns of the Pbiiijisns. The 
Caufes 
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Caufes of Doubt collated by the Sceptic, and Lett. 16. 
tied together in one Chain of Argument, bum ^-v— » 
up and lay wafte the Sciences, the Growth and 
Produce of the dogmatic Philoibphers. Sam- 
fort carries off the Gates of their Town and 
fets them upon a HilL The Senfes, the Inlets 
or Gates of Knowledge are (hewn by the Scep- 
tic to be fo evidently fallacious, that it turns 
to a Demonftration expofed to public View. 
The dogmatical Pbiliftins fcize this flippery 
Samfon at laft, fliear off hts Speculations the 
Produce of his Head, where his great Strength 
layi and tye him with their mighty in- 
furmountable Argument, * That if there be 
nothing certain, then the Fouridation of Scep- 
ticifm is incertain likewiie : So that he muH 
either chufc to perifli himfelf, or allow that 
Prppofition to be certain, that there is nothing 
certain' He chufcs the former, includes his 
own fiindamental Maxim in the general Doubt, 
and to be avenged for his two Eyes, involves 
himfelf and his Enemies in the &me inevi- 
table Ruki. But die prime Hieroglyphic in 
all Hs Story and the moft pat for our Pur- 
pofe is the yaw-bone of an jif$ with which 
he gave his Enemies fuch a notable Overthrow : 
With this natural Emblem of Ignorance and 
Inconcern he laid the bold Aflerters of Ipfel- 
libility by hundreds at his feet. He con- 
founded the Pride of the felf-fufficient Sophifts ; 
ihe w'd them they were but Afles ; and weary with 
Q^ difputing, 
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Lctt.i6,dUputing, he drank . fwcctly of the Stream of 

*'*"^'~~' Contentment that flows from a due Scnfc of 

our own Incapacity) and delivers us from the 

vain Purfuits and cndlels Di&ppointments that 

' attend prcfumptuous Scarthes, and mock our 

Attempts to know b^nd our mortal Nature 

and finite Qpadty '. 

Let me now fet before you another Al- 
legory i the Explication of a Fable contrived 
by the Devil, iays a Man of immenfe learn- 
ing, in order to cxpofe a Prophecy before its 
Acxomplifhment. It is the Story of Sile- 
Nus, the Tutor and Companion of Bacchus^ 
Vhefe Name he derives from Sbiij or Bilan^ 
in the &me manner as from Sb^ a Song the 
Phenkiam derived thnr Shiran, and the Greeks 
. their Syrern. * It is ^d of Sbih^ that to bim 
, ' Jhall tbe P£Ople be gathered for Inflru^ion^ 

* -and therefore Silenus is elctremely learned, 

* the Preceptor of the young Baccbus, and 

* in Virgil iings of the Rife of Things, from 

* Cbaot^ and the Formation of the Wofldj 

* which is a real Cqpmgoay. Sbth is repre- 

* lentcd as tying his F&al to tbe Vine, and 

* to tbe choice Vine the Colt of an 'Afs. Si- 
' lenu$ is always lolling upon his broad backed 
' Afi, {patulo ut Jtinper Afello) and an infc- 
' parable Ccaupanlon of the God of the Vine. 

* Shilo is to wafh his Robes in Ifine, and his 

* Garment in tbe Blood of the Grape, like 

tholo 
* La MoTHi Li Vatir. Opufcule Sceptiquer 
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* thofe who tread in the Wine-Prefs. To tread Lett. 16. 

* the Grapes is the particular Function of ^z-**— «— ^ 

* lems. But nothing is fo impious, as that they 

* feign hini to be alw'ays drunk, and his Veins 

* diftehded with laft Night's Liquor, becaufe 

* it is juft fulyoined of Sbihy bis Eyes Jball 

* be red -with Wine, The Conclufion of the 

* Prophecy is, and his Teeth Jhall be white 

* "With Milk i and therefore Si/enus's Food* is 
' Cheefe cunlled with Fig- Juice, and the Milk 

* of a Cow -f*. The Devil, ctmcludes this great 

* Scholar, could not omtrive a more ugly Tale, 
' to profane the moft holy Myfteries of our 

* Religion, and cxpoTe them to the Ridicule 

* of wicked Men ^. 

But now fee how the Tables turn! The 
Devil, according to another eminent Author^ 
had not the leaft hand in the matter j but as 
he will needs have Abraham to be Saturn^ 
Ifaac JupiteTf and Efait to be Bacchus^ and. 
O^ris from his dwelling in Mount Stir ; ib 
he pretends, that Silenus can be none other than 
Efau'& Fathef-b-Law.tf!fr», called likewili; the 
Seirian (tho* he was a Hivite) and that his 
Name is a Compound of Sein'-tma^ Sir-enab, 
Silenus. 

* Bochart's Sikms, derived from Scbih, 

* is, he £iys, a moft extraordinaiy thing: Ic 

Q_a ! 19 

BTPIIUA. Ik'nXi^. 
^ S. Bocbtrd Cahaah. Ub. I. Cap. iS. 
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■ is true, the other Circumftances of that 
Prophecy agree pretty well with the Prc- 

* ceptor of Bacchus ; but what is that bat 

* explaining one Myftery by another? The 

* whole Detail of yacob'^ Prediffion ' has 

* hitherto been a perfect Riddle, and is ren- 

* dered ftill more fo by the Zeal of the Com-, 

* mentators. What I dare affirm is, that from 
* ' Scbiiob, whofe Meaning we know not, M. 

* Bochart ought not to have deduced the 

* Term Silenus. That God is called an old 
' Satyr; and his Name was anciently pro- 
' nounced Seir^nos. Now if we rccoUedt that 

* the Satyrs of Baceius's Retinue were none 

* other than £/fla's Troop of Seirim, Seirians^ 

* then the old Seirian, jitta, is the true 5/- 

* Ufius ". This ^fld, we are told, found iief , 

* JP^i^g^ ii* the Defart while he was feeding 

* .his Father's Affes ; or as others read, found 

* Mi/les } and probably made ufe of them in 

* his Expeditions with E/au preferably to any 

* other Animal, as having been the Inventer 

* of their Propagation. Hence Silenus is al- 

* ways mounted on his AJs^ always accom- 

* panics Bacchus, and fchools the God amidft 

* his Conquefts ".' What pity that the fair 

Aholibama, 
J Genss. xuk. |. 10. 

" It is no drained Etymology of SaXlpves from "-iw gnatie, 
and Am^ torcular: But I believe it reaily comes fiom^^w 
Silan or Sait^B FIuxus, Plunbilitas, and fl^ Itm Viaom. The 
n in' ^Han is oiUj' accidennl- 

• M 1-ouRwowT, ReBex. Cm. fui ks Hill. &c. Liv. II, 
Seft. 3. -Cli. 14. 
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\Molibamaj Ana's Daughter, and EJ'au'% be-^e^-'^. 
loved Lady (hou'd not be found to be the*""'^'"*''^ 
forlorn Ariadne? That, his Mother Rebecca 
fhould not be Semele inftead of "Juno? or 
his eldeft Son Duke Eliphaz, fliou'd not be 
Bacchus' firft-bom Stapbylus ', the* plainly 
meaning a Grape; Nature's firft Step in the 
Production of Wine. 

Whoever goes in qucft of Similitudes to a 
fav'rite Objeft, will be fure to find, or to imagine 
he finds them : neither Learning, nor ingenuity 
can fecure him from Illufion : nay the warmer 
his Fancy^ the more flippery is his Footing ; 
and the wider his Views are, without a cool 
and maftcrly Judgment, they but furnifh more 
Phantoms to lead him aftray. The three States 
which a great Man * had conceived the World 
was fucceflivcly to pafe thro', had fo poffefied 
his Imagination, that he believed them to be 
typified by the Je-wip Temples. The firft 
(Solomon's) reprefented the Earth before the 
Flood i the fecond, inferior to the firft, repre- 
fented the prefent Shattered State of the Globe 
lince the Difru|Mlon of its fine Shell by 
the Deluge ; and Ezecbtets Temple, the moft 
beautiful of all, is to figure with the new Form, 
which this fecond Temple of the World will 
afiume after the Conflagration. The Cab- 
baUJii have a Notion that the Tabernacle made 

0.3 by 

• Dr.T.BoRKET. ; 
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Lett.l6.by Afo/fj was a Model of the Upiverfc in mi- 
*"■ '"■"'niature; but when they come to cxplajn every 
Part, they are as much at a lois how to adjuft 
them, as the truly learned Dodor muft have 
been to tell. What State of the Earth was re- 
prefentcd by the Jewijh Temjrfe built under 
the later Kings, and deftroy'd by Titus Vefpa~ 
Jian f Thus you fee what comes of Attempts 
to take Things oiF their natural Hinge, and 
hang them upon our own ingenious Suppofi- 
tions : It proves an untoward Machine, which 
neither Laming nor Genius can keep a going. 
Bu T after wandering thro' fo many different 
Schemes, wou'ti you be content to haw all 
the various Gods of the Ancients ranged, voA 
fet before you in one comprehenfive View ? 
They fell naturally into three Claffes, and 
haJWorfliippers fuittd to them of three dif- 
ferent Charadlers. I. The Parts and natural 
Powers of theUnivcrfe, called out of Chaos, 
faid the Poets 5 formed in Cbaos^ £iid the Phi- 
lofophers -f-, by an all- wife Mind that firft 
regulated and ilill keeps them in order, II. 
Genii, or fpiritual abftradt Subftances, fup- 
pofed to exift in, or prefide over thefe Powers i 
and ni. Human Creatures deified. The 
■ Worihippers of thefr^ were the wife and know- 
ing 

-f" Aafiii J* av J^ Ho-i'oi^ of&wr xiynw, trtivttxt 
VBulw TO XA'OS.— W( ^011, wpwTOK Cirdf^nt "xjii^ftv Tei( 

jtJwTOnn. AFI2TOT.*U(7i>c. AKfoao-. ^iC. A. 
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iftgPfW, who believed in one fuprcme God, go-Lett.i6. 
verning all the fubordinate Powers of the Wwld.'— v-— • 
The Worlhippers aixhtfecond were the middle 
fort of People, of good Senfe in the Affairs of 
Life ; but who had no Leifure nor Inclination to 
queftion the received Religion. The Worfhip- 
pers of the lajiy and of every thing that had 
the Name of a God, were the unthinking Mul- 
titude, ftanding in awe of their Statues, and 
fwallowing the literal Legend, 

PyTHAGORAs taught that Go»> the firft 
Caufe^ was imperceptible, invifible, incorrup- 
tible, and only to be apprehended by the pure 
intelleftual Faculty of Uie Soul. The pious 
peaceful Numa ^rbid the making any Statue > 
or Image of God^ after the Likenels of mortal 1' 
Man or other living Creature j it being neithes | 
holy in itfelf to liken the Supreme exalted '' 
Nature to any bafer Being, nor polTible to attain 
the Knowlege of God otherwife than l^ the C/n- 
derjianding. While fiane natural Philofophers, 
Materialiib, were bungling like Spimfa, or 
I bewildered like Des Cartes, in their incoherent 
Schemes, Anaxagoras brought forth hte 
divine Principle, That when all things lay 
mingled in one mighty Mafs^ a Mind, all' 
V)ife and all-powerful, mildly imerpofed, fepa- 
rated the jarring Parts^ and reduced them 
into order ; and in fo teaching, iays a fcvere 
Judge, * he fani4 A># cne who fees among the 
0^4 • Blind' 
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Lttt.i6.* Blind*.' Antisthenes the Parent of the 
^"^"""^ Cynict affirmed, that God cannot be viewed 
with our mortal Eye, bccaufe he refembles no 
vifible Thing ; fo that we need not iniagine it 
poflible to frame any Idea of him from Statues, 
Pi(3ures, or any material Rcprefentation *". Xe- 
NopHANEs, with his wonted Tartnefs, Iaid,.that 
if the Ox or Elephant cou'd carve or paint, they 
wou'd certainly reprcfent God under the Form 
of their own Species, and juft with as good" 
reaibn as Phidias and Polyclefe had imaginefl' 
he refembled a Man. Even the pious Xefiopbotty 
devout almoft to Superftition, the great Patron 
of Sacrifice and Divination, if we may trafl: a 
learned ' Father, cou'd iay, that tho' we might 
well difcover the Immenfity and all-mighty 
Power of God, as he moved and governed all 
Things, being himfelf immovable, yet it is 
impoffible to conceive the Form of his Coun- 
tenance, or know his real Afpeft. Nay mucli 
later, and in more bigotled, bccaufe more flavifli 
Times, the inquifitive Adrian ftill. prying 
into Futurity, and canvaQing all the hiddea 
Things in Heaven and Earth, built many a 
beautiful Temple, with ne'er a Stalue or Image 
of the IMvinity within it, nor e'er a Beaft or 
Burnt-Offering allow'd in the Worfliip. A 
Song in honour of the God, or Hymn to the 
Hero, 

» APIETOT. UiTi T. ^. 
* Apud Thinderit. CfTititn/, 
f j^ai. adv. Grmlet. 
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Hero; folemnly pcrfcwmed on appointed Days, Lett, j6>/ 
was all the Oblation he thought cou'd be accep-*""*'"'^ 
table to the divine immaterial Nature. 

I Should m^e a long Letter, or rathera 
Book by itfelij were I to tell you all that the 
ancient Sages, or Plato' fingly, has faid upon 
this Subjeft. I referve the divine Phi]ofo|^er 
for fomc Opportunity when lean do him more 
Juftice : Let me conclude this part of the Proof 
of my Diftribution of the Gods and their Vo- 
taries with the Words of his great, and fcr 
the honour of Learning, I with I cou'd not 
add, ungrateful Scholar j a Man of the keeneji 
Parts that ever wrote: * God, iays he, is always 

* the Obje»a of Admiration j and the more 

* he is viewed, the more marvelous he appeais. 

* For God is IJfe\ as the A£Hon of Mind 

* is Life. He is the Source of .ASiion and 

* Motion : and fclf-exiftent Adion is bis Life, 
' tranfcendent, and eternal. We affirm there- 

* fore, thatGoD is the living, cverlafting, best 

* of Beings j and that Life eternal, and unin- 

* terrupted Duration is the peculiar Attribute 

* of God, and conftitutes his Godhead ^ From 
thefe Teftimonies I infer, that the wife and 
knowing Few among the Ancients acknowlegcd 
c»^ all-wife Mind that firft regulated theism 
and Powers of the Univerfe, and flill keeps 
them in Order. 

But 

* APIITOT, M. T. «rs. p(C. A. 
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.^ljett.i6. But what will you iay, when for E^tfm/'JS'j," 
*"*v*^of the Middle fort of People, I produce Men 
of no lefi Note than the learned Varro^ and 
contemplative Plutarch ? I am forry for it ; 
the Acutene^ of the iirft, and Piety of the 
laft, might have done honour to greater i?«(;6; 
but hear the Creed of the former. * As for 
' my part> fays he, I believe that God is the 

* Soul of what the Greeki call ko£MOS, the 

* UNivERSEiandthatthe^orA/itfelfis God*: 

* But as a wife Man- is fo denominated from 

* his Mindj tho* he conftft of Mind and Body, 

* in the iame manner the World is called 

* God frOTi the Mind that predomines. . It 

* is divided into two Parts, Heaven and "Earth ■ 
*^ and Heaven into other two. Ether and ^ir ; 

* and the Earth into ^ater ajad Land, The 

* higheftofthefc is the Ether, next Air, then 

* Water, and laftly Earth. All which four 
' Parts are full of living Souls i the Ether and 

* Air of Immortal, the Land and Water of 
« Mortal. From the utinoft Gfcorhference, of 
« Heaven to the Orbit of the Moon, inhabit 

* ethcrialMinds^ /AfH'^tf/".Hl?<rum, whoare 

* not only underftbod, but Jeen to be the oele- 

* ftial Gods. Between the Moon's Orbit and 

* the Hdght to which the Winds and Rwns 

* afcend are aerial Beings not to be perceived 
^ by the Eye^ but only by the Mind ; and 

* they 

* It b the Orphic Doftrinc : See nOIHX. SIAOSO*- 
IHjUUhed byU. Stephihi. 
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* diey are called Heroes, Lares^ and Gem ^'X^S-Jt^* 
This is the Sum of his Creed ; and of a piece ^-^v— * 
with it is his Syftcm of Divinity. 

There are, he fays, three kinds of Theo- 
logy, or three Methods of treating of the Nature 
of the Gods : one mythical^ another naturaf^ ajid 
sLxhadpolitkai. They call that mythical which 
is moil emplc^d by the Poets i the natural 
belongs to the Pbibfopbers } and the political 
to the State. In the firft I named, many 
things are feigned contrary to the Nature and 
Dignity of the Immortals ; fuch' as that one 
God iprang A'om a Head, another from a Thig^fa^ 
another from Drops of Blood ; here we ^ 
told that the Gods ftole, {hat they cbinmltted 
Adultery, Umt they ferved as Slaves 'to a mor^ 
Manj and in fhort, here we find everything 
afcribed to the, Gods, which not only a'lV^, 
but the vileft of Mankind cou'd be guilty "of. 
The fecond I mentioned is the Subjefl of the 
Books of the Philoibphers, where "you find 
many Queftions put about the Gods j as. Who 
they are? "Vfherc they are ? Of what, and 
what kind of Race? Of what Duration ? If 
they be frbna Eternity? if they ipfing frota 
Fire as Heraclitus tbpught ? if from lJumbe|S 
as Pythagoras f if from Atoms as Epicurus? 
With many other fuch Diiquifitions, wrhich our 
Ears can better bear in prTvate within the Walls 
of a College, tEan in public Meetings abroad. 

the 

! Apod Auffifiln. de CIt. Dei. Lib. VII. Cap. & 

,1, .^hyGoo^lc 



252 Letters concerning Mythology, 
Lett. i6- The third fort of Theology properly belongs 
/""v-^to the Members of a State, and fliou'd be 
known and exercifed efpecially \j the Clergy. 
It prefcribcs what Gods ought to be pablickly 
worfhip'd, what Sacrifices it is proper for every 
one to offer, and what holy Rites to perform. 
The firft Theology is chiefly adapted to the 
Stage i the fccond to the World ; and the third 
to the State *. That is to %, that M. Varro 
thought the chief Ufe of Mythology was D/- 
verfion ; that the Books of the Priefts were 
calculated for Policy^ and the real Nature of 
the Gods was given, as Sohmon fays of the 
World, for Men to reafon on. How far he 
carried his own Enquiries you have already 
feen j and (hall now fee that the good Plutarch 
did not carry his much farther; 

In his Treatife of reading the PoetSy he is 
very careful to make a Youth diftinguifh when 
the Name of a God means direSty the divine 
Spiritual Subftance^ or is only applied to cer- 
tain Powers of which the Gods are Authore 
tx Direftors. ' Thus when Homer invokes 
' • Jove, moft glorious^ mofi great ^fitting on 

* bigby and governing all things, it is, he fays, 

* the God hirafelf : But when the Poet fupcr- 

* adds Jupiter as the Caufe of all the Mifchief 

* that followed upon the fetal Strife between 

* Aiamemnon and Achilles -Don* was the 

? Ibid. Lib. VI. Cap. 5. 
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* Will of Jove* it is no more the God,Lett.i6. 

* but Fate. For the Poet does not think*— x-—* 

* that Jupiter, the moft beneficent of the 

* Gods, contrives Mifchief to Men j but very 

* truly and properly points out the natural 

* Bfc^ry'Connexion of Things : to wit, that 

* Profperity and Vidory is deftinated to the 

* State, to the Camp, to the Commander, who 

* is moil fober and vigilant : but if abandoned 
' to Paffion, they come, like thediflblute Grecian 
' Chiefs, to fplit and mutiny, Dilbrder enfucs, 

* -and a difmal Exit*.' 

Both thefe learned Men believed in diftinft 
fpiritual Subftances, bearing the Names oiyu- 
piter or jipollo, or of any particular Deity : 
and if a Varro and a Plutarch did lb, what 
may we conclude of the greater Part of the 
Senators of Rome^ or Statcfinen of Greece, who 
perhaps never called one of their Gods 
in queilion ; or if they did, had but Uttle 
Leifure for fuch Speculations. As for the Fulgar, 
their Cfsdulity in later, as well as ancient 
Times, is fo glaring, that it wou'd be lofii^ 
Labour to exemplify it : But you ibmetime^ 
find among them a folemn conceited Dunce, 
who at the fame time that he believes the 
iliteral Legend, how grofs ibever and palpable 

it 

• Plutarch is favourable to the Poet : Jovii Will plainl/ 
nIatM to the Petition cf Tbitii, and Jupiltr't Purpofe iti «m* 
/eqivnce of it, to put honour upon kebilltt by reducing th« 
Grtikt to liich diArefs as ihould oblige them to implore hi* 
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3jett.i6.it be, thinks himfelf inipired and a Favourite 

^•"v^.of Hraven. As a Chiraaer of this kind is en- 

tertainipg in Theory, the' odious in the Original, 

. I will give it you as drawn by the greateft 

moral Painter diat ever handled a Pen. 

Thb ^^ManEuTHYPHRo wasnot only 
a religious, but a prophetical Perfon ; and par- 
ticularly rcniarfcablc for a moft fcrupulous Con- 
icience that trampled upon all human Confi- 
derations of Duty, Conianguinity and Grati- 
tude, when they flood in the fmaileft com- 
petition with his fuppbfed Piety. He happened 
to meet with Socrates while the Philofopher 
was attending the Court for capital Crimes, 
fqme time before bis Trial ; and having heard 
what he was accufed o^ he condefcoided to 
encourage him, and m^ no doubt bat he 
(Socrates) wou'd mam^ his Caufc with Spirit 
and Suceefsy as he hitnfelf hoped to do his 
own — * Wha^ iaid the Sage, have you a Trial 
likewile to come on! Pray what may it be 
— do you profecute or defend? Euth.lzm. 
the Profecutor, Socrates f Soc. And of whom 
pray ? Eutb' Of one whofe Profecution 
fcems as mad to the World, as my Prophecies 
feem wild to the People oi Jtbem, Soc- 
Who may that be, Eutbypbro ? Eutb, My 
own Father. Soc. Your Father! good Sir? 
Eutb. Yes, my very Father. Soc. Well- 
but what is the, Crime ? of what do you 
accufe him ? Eutb, Of nothing Ids th^n 
Murther 
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Murther. Soc, Havens! Eutbypbro! Sore theLett.ifi^ 
greater Part know not how to do things as'-^v^ 
they ought to he done ; that is not every 
body's Taksntj but only their*s, who X\\xyou 
lave been blefled with great Attainments in 
Piety and Wifdom.-— Eutb, Ay, Socrates, 
with great Attainments indeed ! Soc. But pray, ' 
give me ieave, yia& it any near Relation that 
was killed by your Father?— to be furc- it 
was } for you vrou'd never profecute your ' 

Parent for the Death of a meer Stranger. 

Eutb, Ridiculous ! Why do you imagine, ^a- 
tratei^ there is a bit of diiFerence, in a matter . 
of Bloodihed, Whether the murdiered Perfon 
fee your ICuifman or not? or that thh is not . 
the fingle point to be confidered. Whether the 
Man were ji^ly lulled ? And if juftly, to Jay 
«io more of it; if not, to profecute the guilty 
Ferfbn, tho* he flept mth you In the iame 
Bed, and eat at the &me Table : For the Pol- 
lution and Infedion of Guilt is the lame to 
you^ if you wittingly aflbciate with the Criminal, 
without lan^fyingyourfelf and him by alegal 
Profecution of the Oime. The Perfon mur- 
thered was a Doer of mine ; and Overieer of 
the Ditchers and Labourers at our Farm ia 
X^axos : he one day got himlelf drunk, and 
in his Liquor fell upon one of the Workmen 
he had a pique at, anddifpatchedhim: Where- 
upon my Father had him feized, and thrown 
into ibme Hole or Ditch, bound hand and 

foot, 
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'.*«.l6.foot, fending a Mcffcnger hither to Athens to 
i-v— 'take Advice of the Judge of Crimimls, what 
was to be done with him. But in the mean 
time he never minded the IWan he had bound ; 
bat negle&d him as a Muttherer in the Ditch ; 
as if it were no matter whether he periflied 
or not ; as in fafl he did; for Cold, Hanger 
and Bonds killed him before the Return of the 
Meffenger. And it is for tUs, Socrates, that 
my Father himfelf and all my- Friends are 
enraged at me, becaufe for the fike of aMur- 
ther« I profecutemy Parent who neither killed 
him, as they are pleafed to fay, nor if he had 
kiUed him a thouiand times, as he was guUty 
of a Murther. ftiould any body mind what was 
done to lach a. Wretch, befides that, it is a 
horrid thing for a Child to protcute his Father 
for Murther. Thus they talk ^_ but htde— 
very little, are they acquainted wtth God : or 
in what refpefls be reckons things Uy or <m- 
phus in the Affions of Men. Soc. And do 
you xhm.Eutbypbro. really ima^e that you 
Lve fuch infaUible Knowlege of the Things^ 
of God, and can fo affuredly difcern between 
what is «//<«. and what is t'lf' ^^'J^ 
Cafe being as you fay, yon have no PerpleMy, 
Uft you (honld be perhaps domg a wicked 
thing in a capital Profecution of your owti 
Father-! Butt. No-not the fmal ft = 
For then my Knowlege .wou'd be of lute 
„"l - and' your Friend Eutlypbro w» d 
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diflfer nothing from any common Man, unle(sLett,i6. 
he underflood all thefe things with the utmoft *— v—* 
Certainty and Exaiftneis. Soc. Well then, my 
dear Friend ! Since it muft be fo as you lay, 
I wifh above all things to become your Scholar, 
that ■ I may be able to cope with this fame 
Melitus who has accufed me of debauching 
my young Compnions, and inftilling wicked 
Notions into them about the Gods. For Hea- 
ven's lake, therefore, do — tell me what you 
lay you lb accurately know, and inform me, 
what it is you call real P/V/y, and what Im~ 
piety ? and inftrutS me about Cafes of Murther 
and fuch other weighty Matters. .... But to 
do this the better, tell me firft, whether Ho- 
linefs be one fingle Thing, always confiftent 
with itfelf, and always the lame in every 
Action : and UnhoHnefs^ if I may ufe the Term, 
be not always its oppofite, confifting of one 
individual Quality that renders any Adion or 
Thing unkofy^ that is fo. . Euth. Why to be 
fure, Socratesj it muft be (o. Soc. Well — 
now tell me precifely what it is you call holy, and 
what impious f Euth. I call that holy, for 
example, what I am now doing ; the profe- 
cuting any TranfgrelTor either for Murther or , 
Sacrilege ; or any Perfon committing fuch a 
Crime ; be it your Father, be it your Mother^ 
or who it will : and the not profecuting them 
I lay is unholy and impious. For conlidet^ 
Socrates^ and I will give you a ftrong Proof that 
B, iti&'t 
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Letu6JuchmuftbetheLawofGod, as I have already 
Vnr-' feid to others J and that it mufl: needs be a juft and 
righteous Thing to proceed ^amft the impious, 
andnottofparCj Wi&£/3<"writbe. DonotallMea 
believe Jupiter to be fupremely good, and fii- 
premelyjufl: ? And yet all agree that he laid his 
Father Saturn in Fetters, becaufe he devoured 
his own Children ; and that Saturn himlelf had 
even caflrated his old Father Celus upon Tome 
fuch account : This every body believes ; and 
yet People blame me for profecuting a guilty 
Parent, and contradict themielves in fb dcnng 
— while they praife in one what they blame 
in another, and lay clafhing Things of the Gods 
and Me. Soc. Why Eutbypbro! that is the 
very Reafon, why I wou'd chufe, if poffible, 
to avoid Melitu^% Accufatbn ; becaufe when I 
hear any body telling or talking fuch ftrange 
Stories of the Gods, I ufe to give them but 
8 forry Hearing j for which caufc they pretend 
that I tranfgrefs, and am criminal.. . . But if 
Tou^ my Friend, who to be fure know all theie 
Matters ib perfcflly, affirm them to be true, 
we muft e'en yield the Point, and believe 
along with you. For what cou'd / pretend 
to fey to the contrary, who have fo often 
confeffed that I know little about them ? And 
therefore in the Name oi friendly Jove, tell 
me truly, Do you in your Confcience believe 
that the Things told of Jupiter and Sa^ 
turn and the other Gods really happened, and 
were 

n,yn,-.^hyG00t^le 
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were in Fadf tranfafted as they are UtteraUyLett.i6. 
toM? Eutb. That I do moft firmly, Socrates,"^^ — * 
and know and believe ftUl Jiranger — more 
miraculoui Things than thefe, of which the 
reft of Mankind know little or nothing. Soc. 
And you are perfuaded that there was a£hially 
War in Heaven j — — Enmities, Strifes, and 
dreadful Battles among the blefled Gods F and 
believe thofe Relations of the Poets and other 
[nous Writers, in rememb'rancc of whi(:h our 
Worihip is fo diverfified with fignificant Ce- 
remonies i as particularly at our grand Feftival *, 
when Palms' lacred Robe •' crouded with fuch 
curious Reprefentations is carried in folemn 
Proceffion from the Town to her Temple in the 
Cittadel : Shall we believe all that to be really 
true, Euthypbro — f Euth. True — Sir ! Ay, 
and not only all that, but a great deal more ; 
things that when you hear them, I am fure 
will aftoni/h you J Socrates % and which, if you 
pleale, I will inftantly rehearfe to you con- 
cerning the Tranfa6tions of the Immortals. 
Soc. Why that may be, Sir : But as we are at 
R 2 prefent 

• TbePANATHENAlA. 

^ It ku mobably been in imitaCioD of the Robe made by 
7«piUr, ihc Emblem of tbe Univerfe, defcribed by the gtaud 
Mytho ogift. ZA'S OToifi lp«'f^ f*i>« ji^ »^ xoXov j(J 
a «u7« TsoixlXT^ti rSo ^ "Slytm, xj ra tw 'tlym S^jiM' 
TCI. *EPEKTAHI. Minerva, or Scimct, (foherName 
Iigni£e») fpning from the Head of Jove, contrived the Tex- 
ture of the Univerfe ; and lo H er in Sacred ProcefTion is ' 
carried the Rohe it'« Embltm. See her PiAure draui) more di- 
vinely than evttc Griaan drew it, Prov. VIII. {. 12, 
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Ixtt.i6.prefcnt engaged upon another Subjedt, we will, 
*-^v*'*'if you plcafe, wave the relation of thofe Wonders 
until a more proper Opportunity '. 

This knowing confcientious Perfon appears 
in the Sequel of the Dialogue to know little 
of the Duties of Life, and lefs of real Religion : 
Things, we muft allow, that are too often fe-r 
parated ; but not by thofe who have any juft 
Notion of Natursy or of the WiCdom and 
Goodnefiof n'^AUTHOK. 



Tours, &c. 
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LETTER SEVENTEENTHS 

* ''"I ^ I S enough, my Friend! I aflc no more : 

* 1 You are quite fatisfiedtbatthc primary 

* tJods of the Ancients were intended to re- 

* prefent the Origin and Economy of the 

* Univerfe : and that the Aim of the early 

* Sages might have been to introduce an awful 

* fort of Science fit to inilruta the Wife and 

* peftrain the Multitude. That this Science 

* was artfully convey'd in fuch Images as 

* were apteft to ftrike the raweft Fancy, while 

* they gave infinite Scope to the moft elevated 
' Capacity. That it was no wonder fuch a 

* perfuajive Ptmer^ Ibou'd tame Savages, 
" potifh Barbarians, andeKtort a little Attention 
' from the wifefl of every Age fince it firft 

* exerted it's Influence upon Men.' But, iay 
you, has not this enchanting Faculty been made 
fubfervient to bad purpofcs ? Has fhe not pa- 
tronized the Interefts of Vice, and painted it's 
Enormities in lovely tho' lying Colours ? She 
iias, when mifapplied or mifunderftood : but 
no more than the other Powers of Poetry, 
the Influences of Eloquence, and even of 
Religion itfdf. Their Charms have all been 
proftituted to ferve the worft of Caufes ; to 
ridicule Virtue, to undermine Liberty, tobanilh 
Morality, and vilify their Patrons and Profeflbrs. 

R X W^itnefs 
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Lett.i7,W~itnefs the wild Wit of an Jrifl<^banes \ 
^•'■r--^ the Eloquence of a Qirio ' or a C/een % rfw 
fceming Sanctity of mofl SctSaries ", the Fury 
of the Leagae'y or fly Hypocrify of Fathef 
Girard'. For what good thing is it that 
has not been fome way abufed ? Mytbokgy is 
but an Initrument, and may, like a Sword, 
fcrvetiicbeftofEnds in defending year Country, 

or 

* The Comedy jnlcribed the Clou ds is an execrable At- 
tempt to expofe ooe of the wifell and beft of Men to the 
Fury and Contempt of a lewd Mulcicude, in whkh it bad bat 
too mach fuccefs. 

' He firft patronized, and then for an immenlc Bribe, betray'd 
the Caufe of Liberty, and proved the chief Incend^ of the 
Civil War. 

™ A profeiTed Rogue ; eloquent, humorous, and prone to 
promote bad and deprefs good Men. 

° I Ihall mention two : MastJac, a Perfian Prophet, under 
Ca/ru Cobad, preached a Community (tf all Things, as the Ible 
Way 10 Peace among Men. He had many thoulands of F(4- 
lowert, and among the refi CabaJ himlelf ; horn whom he ob- 
tained a Night of the Qoeen ; and had certainly taken it, bnt 
for Jnag^ir-ztan her Son s humble Bhtreaties ; who, aafoonas 
he came to the rhrooe, cutoff JUinb&rihelmpolior's Head. 

Abul-Feda. 

About the Year 1 1 z;, Tanchelin a Fanatique, drew a great 
Part of Tlanders after him. He appeared porapouily drdTed, 
in Cloath of Gold, with his Hair in Ringlets, curioufly inter- 
Iwified with Looping^ of the lame. He eaTc fumptuoos En- 
tertainments, and affumed mighty State. His chief DoCtrtne 
was that Chrift's Obedience )ud freed m from the Obligation 
of the Law ; that the Eucharift was of no avail for Salvation, 
and that the pretended Miniilry of Bilhojrs and Priefts was an 
Abufe in Chriliianity. His Difciples were fo befotted with him, 
thM they drank hb Urine, and took it. as a fingular Favour, 
that he would abufe their Wives and Daughters in their Prcfcnce. 

• Under Pretence of preferving Religion it occaConed inex- 
preflible Mifcry : The AflaHination of tuo Kings, the horrid 
Mr,ffacreat Parii, and the Defolation of Fmnri, were the chief 
Fruits of the holy League. 

' A JeTuic. that ti'lt ttupiM and then abufed his Female Pe- 
nitents ; aieccnt Story. 
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tX Friend in danger ; and the worH; by enabling Lett. 1 7. 
you to murder both. You feem to compre- *— «r-J 
bend io truly how the Ancients applied it, 
that I wou'd not mentbn the Virtues they 
a£:ribed to this myfterious man-taming Science, 
had not their Education^ and of confequencc 
their Way of thinking been fo different from 
ours, that their Conceptions give us new Hints, 
and are delivered in a more genuine manly 
Language than is compatible with our Manners. 
But before I mention the various Purpoies ic 
fcrved, it will not be amils to review the ge- 
neral Source of the Gods, and conlider the 
Intent of their moft (blemn Ceremonies, as they 
are defcribed by the greatefl Greek and Roman 
(the Pattern and Copy) whofe Writings have 
reached our Times. 

Astronomy and Idolatry, naturally 
conjoined of old, came hand in hand from 
the Eaft. The firft of Mankind who inha* 
bited Greece^ feem to me, iays Plato, 
-to have had no other Gods than ihoic wor- 
fliipped by many of the Barbarous Nations at 
this day j the Sun and the Afoen j the Earth 
and the Stars of Heaven ' ; infomuch, that 
they had not at firft Names, not even for the 
Seven Planets. The Reafon of this is, that the 
firft who obfervcd their Courfe, was not a Greek 
hut a Barbarian. For it was in Countries 
bleft with fair Weather and fine Summon, 
R 4 fuch 

^ KPATTAOS. 
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Lctt.17.fuch as lB:.^pt and Syria^ that are rcmarkabiy 
*- •"■ ' fo, where we find the firft Obfervers of the 
Heavens. Their Inhabitants, feeing the whole 
Chorus of the Firmament at once, and 
always bright, as living in Parts of the World 
far remov'd from Rain and Clouds, have tranC- 
mitted to us, and diiperfed over all, Obfer- 
vations of the Heavenly Bodies, verified by 
the Experience of ten thoufand Years or up- 
wards'. Where by the Inhabitants of Syria 
the Philofopher points at the CbaUeam, the 
greateft Obfervators of the World. 

But the Jemjh Dodors proceed fo far as 
to name the Man, and condefcend upon the 
precife Time when firft Mankind began to 
commit Idolatry j and as they have generally 
fome fort of Foundation wrefted from the Letter 
of the Scripture for their Figments, they build 
their Opinion, that Ems firft introduced Star- 
worftiip, upon an extreme obfcure Sentence in 
the Original, which they tranflate. Then was 
Profanation commit led in calling upon the Name 
of the Lord'. Upon this Foundation the moft 
learned of the Rabbins, Mofes the Son of Mai- 
mon^ introduces Knos difcourfing thus : ' Since,. 
* &id he, God has created thefe heavenly 
' Bodies, 

V0MiT«iT«f, Jia TO xaAA©' rr,f ^t^mi Wjnm, y,}i AIFTII- 
T02 rt ^ ETPIA Uxm; icfW«v7^f. 

EniNOMIS, 
•Genis. IV. S.26. 
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* Bodies, and placed them on high in their Lett,i7, 

* exalted Spheres; iince he has put honour *— -w— ^ 

* upon them, and ufes them as his Minijierst 

* it is but reafonable that U^e fhou'd praife 

* and extol, and put honour upon them like- 

* wife : For this is the Intention of the blefled 

* God, that we fhou'd magnify and reverence 

* whomfoever he hath magnified ; juft as a 

* King defires that hu MinJfters fliou'd be 

* honoured, which is doing honour to the 

* Prince hlmfclf.' 

No SOONER, continues the Rabbi, had this 
Dodh-ine, funk into their Minds, than they im- 
mediately began to rear Temples to the Stars, to 
do facrifice, to praife and exalt them in Words, 
and bow down before them j thro' a perverfe 
OjMnion of thereby obtaining the Favour of 
God who made them. This was the Foun- 
dation of Idcdatry ; and thus fuch of it's Votaries 
fpokeand thought as underftood it's real Origin % 
never imagining that there was no God befide 
thcfc vifible Stars: And for this reafon the 
lame Doctor, a Man of great Authority among 
the Jews, exprefsly prohibits his Difciples, to 
look up and contemplate the Beauty and Order 
of the Heavens, left they fliou'd be tempted 
to worfliip them ; or to fix their Eye upon 
an Image to admire it's Symmetry, left in fo 
doing it fliou'd feducc their Heart ; or laftly 
to read any Books concerning the Realbns or 
Rites of any other Religion than their own : 

Nay^ ■ 
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Lett 17* Nay, lays he, we will not (6 much as turn 
^— V— ' oar Thoughts upon the Origin of a difierent 
Worfhip, or confider how fuch an (^inioQ 
cou'd Tpring up in the Mind of a Man (in 
direct contradi&ion to his own PradUce, in this 
very Treatife of the IVorJhip of the Stars) left 
we be betray'd by our own Mediations : for 
human Reafon is too feeble and confined for 
Men, by it's means, to attain the genuine Truth ; 
fo that fhou'd every one indulge his own nanow 
way of thinking, every thing in the world wou*d 
quickly go to ruin. 

Suppose, for example, a Man fit down to 
fearch into the Origin of Idolatry; ibmetimes 
he doubts of the Unity of the Deity, whether 
there may not polGbly be two «r mom adive 
life-giving Principles governing the World } 
Ibmetimes he confiders whether the World 
were really created (produced of nothing) or 
exiHed from all Eternity: then he &lls a 
fcarching, what is by Nature fupreme, and 
what fubordinate? what neceflarily pre-exiils, 
and what neceflarily is the efFeid: of it ? 'At 
other times he is perpleared about Prophety^ 
and doubts in his owrl Mind whether it be reaU 
or perhaps a Delujion ?—— whether the Law* 
came indeed from Heaven, or was the Device 
of a cunning Man? In this wavering Aate, he 
knows not the Rules by which he ought to 
proceed, in order to arrive at the Truth ; and 

* The five Books ofMosES, called tlie Ptntaliutb. 
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fo by degrees flips into the Opinion of the Lett. 17. 
S^cuream, who deny the Providence of God, '"■''v—' 
or any kind of Intercourfe between him and 
Men. Againft this we are exprefsly warned 
in our Law. where we are commanded not 
atrf more to walk after our own Hearty and 
ajier our own Eyes to commit fFboredom ' .• 
As if it were written, * Let none of you follow 
his own Underftanding, which is wealc; n<»- 
flatter himfelf that by his own Reaibn and 
Meditation he can acquire Knowledge of the 
Truth.* For as our Sages have laid, from 
/olk-wing our own Heart comes Herefy ; and 
from indulging our Eyes comes fVhoredom * ; 
meaning fpiritual Whoredom.— —Now a Jew 
who turns Epicurean^ is no longer a Jew in 
any thing he does j nor are fuch to be again 
reraivcd the* ever fo penitent j becaufe it is 
iaid • All that go in to her Ihall not return, 
nor tread any more in the Path erf" LifcV 
But they are all Epicureans who confult the 

Thoughts of their own Hearts with whom 

it is not lawful to converfe or to anfwer them 
a Queftion ; fmce it is written, Qime not thou 
near the Door of her Houfr, and that all their 
Reafonings lead to Idolatry. 

Would not you imagine from hence that 

the reverend Rabbins had a good mind to ere£t 

among 

NUMIERI Xril. j. 39. 

Jiur n ESS*)';? ♦inw 

.* Proverbs II. {. i3. 
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LctM7. among themfelves a fort of Inquifition ? As ifl 
'— V— J faift the Difcipline is extremely fcvere which 
they excrcife over thofe they call Mimim\ 
Men of a Kind (Heretics) : They treat them 
as if they were Creatures of a different Species 
from the holy genuine yews ; and frequently 
include Cbrijliam in the Appellation, whom 
they look on as Seftaries and Schifmatics, that 
have feparated from the everlafting Stem of their 
divine Catholic Religion. Were it in the Power 
of Priefts in many Countries, as much as it is 
in their Will, to make their .(^/5fw«jeffedual, 
a great Part of the World would be in a forry 
Plight : But, Thanks to Liberty and Learning, 
the bitter Carfcs of the Rabbins are equally 
harmfefs to us Britons as the Vatican Thunders : 
—happy, that we need only take fo much of their 
Dodrine, as illuftratcs the Philofophers Affertion, 
that the firft Gods were the Sun, Moon and 
Stars, whofe Worfhip came into Greece from 
the Eaji. 

But let us, if you pleafe, take one Step 
further back ; and to facilitate our penetrating 
into fo remote Antiquity, let us keep Nature 
fteadily in view, and not be ftariled at a 
Paradox that feems to prefent itfelf, to wit. 
That things offuch oppofite Natures 2& Phih- 
fopby and Idolatry had yet one and the fame 
Origin. Men, fays the grand Critic, were firft 
prompted 

dales, Hxretici, ChriAiani. 
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prompted to apply themfelves to fhilofophy Lett, 17. 
by ^miration and Wonder : their early Wonder '— v-j 
turned upon the moft obvious Matters of Doubt 
and Speculation : afterwards, advancing by little 
and little, they began to enquire concerning 
things of more difficult Compreheniion j fuch 
as the Reafons of the Changes of the Moon, 
of the Returns of the Sun, and Motions of 
the Stars: and at laft they came to enquire 
into the Generation and Origin of the Univerfe 
itfelf. But the Man who wonders^ who is 
at a ftand how to account for what he fees, 
is flill ignorant, and ftill in fearch of the 
Truth. Wherefore every real Philofopher is 
in fome relpeft a Mythologifi^ a Lover of Fable 
and Allegory : For a Fable commonly confifts 
of Wondcps J and in order to comprehend thefe 
, Wonders, and difpel tlie Ignorance that occa- 
fions them. Men applied to Meditation and , 
Philofophy *. 

That the fame PaiTion was the Source of 
Idolatry needs now no Proof: The Story told 
by the ^rd^/'an Divines * of Abrahams being 
brought up in a dark Cave, and at his firlt 
coming forth, being fo ftruck with the Ap- 
pearance of the Stars, that he worfhipped fuc- 
ceflively Jlefperus, the Moon, the Sun^ as his 
Creators, while they rofe one after another ; 

the 



■• API2T0T. fA. T, (p. 

» Ab. Ecchellens. Arab. Hilt. VI. 
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Lett. 1 7, Ae Story, 1%, tho* gcxxl punting, is too long 

*— V— J ibr my Ritienra. I, prefer a more autfaeadc 

Fidure of the moft early Idolatry, from diat 

admirable Draught of eaflem Manners, the 

dramatic Hiftmy of ]on. * If, lays the truly 

* jMOUs Jrah^ I gazed upon Orus (the Sun) 

* when he was ihining, or upon laric&a (the 

* Moon) when rifing in her Glory j and my 

* Heart went fccretly after them, and my 

* Hand kiffcd my Mouth, then may luch and 

* fuch Miferiea attend me '.* In^mild Oimates 
and ieiene Sides the Worlhip of the Sum 
muft be very enfnaring. It is the moft obvious 
and general Species of Idolatry, — ^varied into a 

tboufand Shapes, widely fpread, and of the 

longcft Continuance: nor is it any wcHider, 
that Men ignorant of a higher Caufe fhou'd 
adore fo bright an Objcd, at whofe Recefs the 
World mourns, the Heavens lowr, the Stars 
abfcond, and the Earth is ftript of her Fruits 
and Verdure : whereas, all Nature fmiles at his 
Return; the Seas arc calm, the Rivers clear, 
the Sky ferene, the Air benign, and Birds and 
Beafb, and Plants and Men revive at the touch 
of his enlivening Ray. No wonder the Ids 
of this Adonis*, or mighty Lord, fhou'd be 
loudly lamented in A^yria^ in Egypt, in Pbe- 
nicia, and in all the Countries tin£tur'd with 

their 

y Job XXXI. (. 26. 

* PlN AogH, Doimnus. *J*^ADOHt,I}oiiunu3 metis. ' 
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thdr Traditions*: or that his Retorn to im- Lett. 16. 
pr^oate the World with genial Vigour Ihou'd *— %— ^ 
be welcomed with the highcil Demonllnitions 
of Jt^, With whom ihou'd the fufceptive 
Power of Generation, the mild Venus, be in 
lovcl*? who& Abfence fhou'd fhe mourn when 
he goes a hunting thro' the MonAers of the 
Zodiac^ and approaches too near the frozen 
Bear:^, but this mighty Source of Life and 
Love \ Moil naturally wou'd the Chaldeans 
call him Beal'i Lord of the World j the 
Pbenicians Beelfamen ', Lord of Heaven 5 the 
old ^gyptiaxt Orus \ or Light and Fire j thq 
Arabians 

* See a long and accurate Account of their Mourning for 
Ado m 1 s in Hin^te's Eutirft, and in Plutarch di IJidt it Ofiridt, 
to which join Eztcintl'i Women bewailing TbammaK. 
\ Alma Venus Call fiJ>ttr labtnlia Si^na 

^ute Mart lurvlgtrtum, jute Ttrmifrugifimtris 
CaaceUBrat ; «>r Ts qtmaam Genus tmiu AiiimaiUum 
Caneifitur, vifitqu* txertiat Lamina Sol u : 
/fam ^mul ae SrsciES fatefaaa efi •vtrna Dili, 
Et ri/erata vigit genitalis Jura Favoiii 
Airta primt i m Valuer ii, ti Divn, tuianjiie 
Significant Initum, itrtujfa Cirda tad vi — 
Onmihui ineutiins biandum per PiUari amorfu 
E^cit at ei^ide gntratim Hitcla frepagcnt. 

Luc KIT. 

X 'A^kIO' (the North.) See Bion'i ele^nt Ode on die 
Death of Adonis. 

' The moft inquiilcive curious Traveller that ever viewed a 
Country, the natural aitd wife Htrad.tiu, who was an Eye- 
Witiieu of the Magnificence of his Temple, and Rites of his 
Worftiip, calls him ZETS BHAOS JapiUr the LorJ. Ju- 
pittr is of his own addition to explain the Naiute of the tiod 
to the Grttieat for whom be wrote. Btl or Belm Ihews tha 
Chaldei pronnticiatimi then prevailed inftead of Baal. , 

' O'Dl? bjf^ Saal-Siamaim : ChaU. pDl? 7p3 Bill- 
SfwtiM Lord of Heaven. 

" niN Vr—Orui. See Job XXXI. §• 2.6. and JamhU- 
tlm of the Egyptian Myfictiei. 

I, Google 



272 Letters concerning Mythology. 

\ja\..ij.J^ahians Ourofaalf, the fupreme Light ; the 
^^•■v— ' Perfiam Orofmadei ", the gradous Light j and 
the later Perfiam Mithras', the mad Exc^- 
lent i while the other Parts of the vifibic World, 
the Moon, the Earth, the Sea, the Air, and - 
the brighteft Stars, received a proporlionaUe 
but inferior Reverence. < 

The Gods in whofc Worfliip ' all the 
Egyptians agreed, were no more than JJSi 
and Ofiris^ the Sun, Moon and Earth: for 
Ifis is fometimes Diana ^ tho* for the moft, 
part Ceres ^ 

The ancient Persians neither built 
Temples nor raifed Altars i but Sacrificed on 
the Tops of the higheft Mountains -to the • 
whole 

' It would appear tHat in the Age of HereJotui the Arabic 
was a little ncaret the other Ammtan Dialed than jt is now 
niK Vr, FWe, the Arab, now caU ^y Houro, light, and 
Jij Nairt, Fin : and \y^y Eeliaa, the ExaluJ, is pretty 

nearly ^3* ^^'" ^"'^ ''^ Synonime £^> whence Ourv- 

taalab, according to the Genius of the Xanguage, the nefi 
high, or Suprime Light, and thence Heredetut formed his Oti- 
noTAiT. It was well he was fo nigh it. See below JJote -(■. 

•■ See above p. 60. 

' From the ChaU. "^^t^ txcelUni,praftani,>aajor; with the 
fervile (0) NlJTD Mithr*. It fignifies libewife Plmtj, Abum-^ 
dance ; and alludes to Jupittr plwvim, for JkJA mater, fignifies 
to give ^/», to Dafs in a rapid Courfe, and make to fwim 
^ in Plenty ; all Effeds afcribed to the Sun, as is well known 

to thofe who underitand the Symbok of die Mithriac Sa- 
crifice. 

«Co»r*i, TsKin ISIO'S te, j^" '02IPI02, roir Jn Aw'.. 

HPOAOT. ETTEPilH. 
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whole Circumference of Heaven,, whom they Lett. 17. 
called Jave j and to the Sun, the iWbo«, the *"*'V*;^ 
Earth i to Fire, Watery and the JVindSy and 
to /iv^ alone they &crificed from the Begin- 
ning «, Strabo fut^oins Fenus, meaning, I 
fuppofe, Aftarte the Queen of Heaven, whofe 
Rites they had learnt of the uijfyrians and 
Arabs *. 

The firfl Arabs themfelvcs had abfolutcly 
no Gods but ihciSun and the Moon, as we 
are lold by Herodotus -f^ and the later were 
Za&tans all the Time of their Ignorance J 
and adored the Hoft of Heaven, until they 
were converted to the Worihip of the one 
true God by Mahomet, 

S The 

• Tilun {aU Ji) ^mwoVi 9'ilnffi (Si Yllpvoa) «g;^iI9j»* 
{mj»«fw»3i«nri Ji )^ t? 'OTPANIH Sunn, wmp* tt 

AawpuM juttOavrt; >^ 'AptxCiidv* xoAao-i ^' 'Acrrv^'oi tin 
'AlpfsJnw MTAITTA, 'AfwCtM * AAlTTA,' n^f«f 
ii MITPAN. P «vl. KAEIii. 

• rrPAB. rtwj-f. /3*ff. .1. in fine. 

t AlONTSON Ji *rf» f*ouvB», >^ ti}» 'OrpANlHM 
Ti'ylwiTM' inxr-'— —— avi>fi.a^!tai it tqv ftln Aiowirw OT- 
POTA'AT- tw Ji 'Ou^«vwiP AAIAAT. I take tbii 
M/at to be X different Goddefs from A/rtta mentioned above. 
Note (g) : The former to be fenut (the Star called J/iat, 
the Goi^/i, worfhjp'd by the Tribe of Tiaiif, whofe Temple 
wai deiboy'd by Mabtmel's Command the niDth of the Hgir4. 
that is the Yea> before his Death) the latter to be the JT'j'*^ 
of the Chaldiani, and the ^^^ of 'i^ lllata, the New Moon 
of the Arait. 

X So they eA the CosdiitM in wluch they lived befort 
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374 Letters concerns tf^ M^tholo^y. 
Lett. 1 f. Th e Inhabitants of ancient Mero!i\ the 
L--,— -' Metropolis of Et h iopi a, did Sacrifice to noqe 
of all the Gods, but to Jupiter m^ Baccbm ; 
that is, in Terms of eajiern Divinity, to the 
Heavens apd the Sun, whom they m(^ de- 
voutly worflijpped, and made Peace or declared 
War, as direfted by their Oracle *, 

The oldeft Gods of the Grecians appear 
in their moft folemn and ancient Oath, to 
have been Father Jupiter, the all-feeing Sun, 
the all-bearing Earth, the Rivers and infernal 
Powers ^ 

The fame appear to have been the Gods 
of the ancient Goths, whofc folemn Form 
of Swearing was, * So help me Freia {Ceres 
' or Earth) 7bor {Jupiter) and Attin, or 
* Odin {Neptune) the Almighty, as I fay the 
' Truth '.' 

The pocjsworfliipped by their Fore-fetherB 
the ancient Scythians, were pincipaUy /^5^, 
the Bond ofthcUniverfe, Jupiter whom (with 
high Approbation of Herodotus') they called 
llAilAioS oz fatherly, arid his PVife the Earth: 

new 

• Herodote's. Thalia. MEPO'H, xiynou' 
im*! MfiTMwoAif T^j a^AwB 'AiSiotwh' 01 J*' iv T«v1)| AIA 
&iZ<i >^ AI0NT20N juoBPOyj trfCpTaf tbImj rr fi-ifiiXug 
Tf^wi. d *UT. ETTEPnH, 

HEA102 J Of «V lipDgat, ^ ■ssa.vr fTraxB-jEit! 
Ka\ nOTAMOI, ^ TAIA ! j^ /. vss'm^^i )(:c/*o'4fc 

I Aii&jiwTWf TimiSjek ■!— r ■ OMHP. lAIAA, 

, fifiUA ScmuQiii afud Hicket. 
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' Lettersr concerning Mythology, 375 
iext to thefe they wcalhipped the 5«», Fenus Lett, j 7, 
Urania, (the Moon) apd Hercules and Mars/ 
PowCTs of War". Their Neighbours the 
Majfagetes acknowledged no God, but the 
Sun alone*. 

■ These were originally the Gods of th& 
greateft Nations : They were afterwards mul-- 
tiplicd firft by the Knowledge of the Philo- 
fophers, then by the Fidions of the Poets, 
■and moft of all by the Ambition, and Avarice,- 
©f the Priefts, and Superftition of the credulous 
Vulgar. The Philofophers quickly ccafed from 
making Additions to their Number. Some of 
them attempted afterward to reduce it : while 
the wifer accepted of the current Tradition, 
and contented themfelves with taking the beft 
Precautions in their power againft it's bad In- 
fluence upon Morality, Plato in his Timaus 
pays a decent Compliment to the Religion of 
his Country, that though it's facred Dodrines 
were delivered by the Defcendants of th« 
Gods without requifite Proof or proper Evi- 
dence, yet they were to be received and be- 
lieved, both in Obedience to the Laws, and' 
Us coming from thofc who were fprung from 
the fevefal Deities, and fhou'd beft know the 
Matters of their own Kindred, In conformity 
therefore, fays the complacent Philofopher, to 
their Traditions, let this Account of the Gc- 
S 2 neration 
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27^ lAH0rs •conQernitt^J^h^k^^ 
LetLi/.henwion eS. the Ged$ bcs recciye4\Vby?WJ^«1^ 
'*''^'''*^ delivered to -others: * That, qf ;Hit>Cv£H</aifal>£ 

* Earth were; born Oof<ia;OTdTe4^ivfenAq 
< ^ii/vrit^ andi2&^i3J3d<ihdirCt)Udr4vlM;>^hfl^ 

* of Beturn wd ifV*? fprtang jfv^'Ajn.und jfteffftT 
' and the BMtbBi;-DleititS5Kkiom.iWrali.^5»wW:i 

* that when aUilw&«bQc|iAK;f.-ppf;My^St>rM*Q-^o 

* vdveifiHeaTcnin oucLfj^VtH'iMil^iiffWtirfwrt 

* theGods think jHoper, nefe«osif>isM)»diVtti«£ 
' great. Goj>, PaEcot of the -iUniTeri0,,!«eUftlr 

* them together^and ipcike' tibu^' His',SfKfr:i|(^ 
to the neWL<:reated I>eities . , iS' of :;h)gb0r > 
Import th&n to decide' a Q^efliott of '«tMC 
Mythology; , as. you jnay perhtpc.hear, Mrji«. 
ikter Opportobity :. this IntrodudlJon .:tfti: ic, 
plainly Ihews what regard a wi& and jl^0ov^-*! 
ing Man thought was due to the .efiahVJh^: 
Religion \ and that the primarjr Goda oftbl>. 
Ancients were not underfiood to be d^il^ed. 
Mortab, but Parts of the mighty lelf-moviog. 
Frame created by the firft Caufe* : thaty^f i6 was* 
the Senle of. the Author i of this Dodtriqe^r b«- 
Jucb it had the Sanation of the Lawgivers, and 

was received by the States of Greece. 

Herb thenistheOiginof a Diftin&ion and 
the Reafon of a Phrafe frequently mifunder-' 
flood ; the Dii tnajonim H mimrum Gmtiut»y' 
Gods of the greater and leflcr Nations; the 
foroKr were the Gods worfhipped- 1^ the 
Egypfiaas 

' Herhh ille ZgTptiiM, qoem trijmgifiiim vocwt, «Loa 
DdOS dicic itfiiiiuno Dgo fj^loit, alios afa HorainUHU. 

AuuviTiN. I>eC.]>.Lib.VUI.S. IS. 
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S^^tims^' Hffyrimt, OhcioHS, and (WhergrcatL«t/i7.' 
aiidif-wift'NifticinS,^ ^l agreed in deifying thcfcV ~ 
pi^geftiat'Pdrts of tiw Creation: ifce lattir" 
nAft«'alcittdau^';'dr Godfr adopted from obfcufe 
Pettpfe fefttoflg Whpm their Woribipiiad taken 
it'S^Rife;' Theft, the PhilofofrfifcirB and-**ifer- 
of (fhd priefts w^d not altow to ht Gods, 
Csdhag the ffMrnHtfr^utefi, Bfaihpius, Ca^or, 
SiOA PoffUKt beoaufe they hadoncc been Men*. 
Iftw' cKhers were the CaSritim or Mighty Gods 
f^^'&ie'Eii/hrtisi and tbB^C^J'entes^ the unani- 
iA^$ br 'oo-operating Cods of the Romans j- 
vM[*flfipped' oyer all the World ; but whole 
Rit^' and-My^l^ies were particularly famous 
iii'^ the Ifknds Samtt&racg and- Lemnos, and at 
£Afij&iirithe Neighbourhood of ^iiCTW. They ' 
Wftre originj^ty but ftsw, Hea^ett snd the Sun, the 
<Mly Godsof thtEiiuBffiaas, from whom Egypi 
l^fHf is faid to h^ve drawn both it's Religion and- 
iftfbrauigt Thfje. \Krc worftiipped in Samo- 
tSntctf Arfi the Egyptians niide them firft iix, 
l^ti'eig&t, aftd kaig afterward twehe, af which 
" ■''-■ \ S3 number 

h*- SrfaliMl.iil.ln> Uenu, doflifimum Fonrificein Socvolain 
4i{pwu& uii^ %!~KU tradita Deoruifi : goumi <'oetis, iltcrum 
a' PbUofopliif , tertium a Principibu» C vitis. Primum gcnut nu- 
gaatiaia: ^ttOt, quU miia 4le Diufinganiuniuligaa -Se- 
cundum, noQ, .G0irgrucreiCi*)tatibu5, quod liabeat aljijoa fuper- 
vacua. tAi^ajii*'tifiiPtfu/is nS^e: qualiit (iinc, non elfe :>eoi 
HucaltMi JOabiptum, jCritotcm, PoUucpm j ptodiiur CMn » 
da&ia ^wiHaminti iiicriat. 

Ibkl. Lib. JV, §. 27. 



D,gn,-.rihyGOO^IC 



z^; ' Letters concerning Mjtbology^^ 
Lett. 17, number the Dii Cabiri diBi Gods called Cahiri~ 
*—**"*' or Mighty reftcd in moft Nations'. , ' 

Who thefcGods were, and what was the 
Import of theic Myftecies yoa may le^rn in 
one Sentence from the eloquent ^omatf^ ^read^ 
mentioned. In his firft Book of the Sl/^nt- : 
Nature, he pretends to decline treating fttrti- 
cularly of the holy aoguft , E^eujis, whither 
Nations came to be initiated from. the utmoil 
Ends of the Earth j nor will he fearch Samo^ 
tbrace, nor enquire too curiouily. what aro the . 
Objects of Worfhip hid in Lemnos amid the 
Thickets of a gloomy Wood, to which there 
was no acctfs but in the Silence of Night : 
But he adds, • When they are dxplainedj and 

* their real Import examined, the Nature 

* of Things (the Univerje) is rather laid 

* open than the Nature of the Gods".' ffbe 
Powers and Parts of the Univerfe were there- 
fore the ancient Cabir or mighty Gods, and 
thpir mutual Connexions, Operations and Pro- 
dudions were typically reprefcnted in th^ir 

Myfteries. 

* There » 00 doubt of this in the polite States ; and here 
^ is a Proof that the fame number prevailed among the fierce 
People, that under the Name of Gttti, Goths, Mmam, lior^ 
mant, iiC. overran the If/Ji. 

(EflM Ent ae(« gon Kun-ijir . ' 

Ttvehte are the Aefers « he luorfiiipped. Odin's SamuDe Is - 
Alt., ihe- JJiatic i and from him the tivelre Gods are called 
/I/as and Aefars. The Gaths were originally JJtatic Tartars. 

Edda JSLAND. MythoLXIX. , 
■ VtTeKreo SiiKothrffciam, eaque ifix Lnniii, noflurno aditu 
occalta coluniur, fikeilrtbus fepibus den fa ; quibus explicatis ad 
rationemqiierevDcatis,RERUM magisNATUKACognofcituTquam 
Deokum. 

ClCEHO. 
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Myftflffiis * As fof thdfe, fays the fame gfcatLetM.7. 

* Author, who will haVe the Gods whom^*"v— > 
' the ,WorM adores to- be mortal Men taken 

' up to Heaven for ttltir Bravery, Power, or 

* Fame, .are they ndt void of alhReligioh 

* therafclves. Yet this h the Whole Plan of ■ 

* JSuh&merusi who prefdmes to nari-ate how ■ 

* tW Gods died, arid to point out their Places 

* c^ Burial. But by &> doing, whether does 

* He ■ feetn- to ■ hav^ ftfomoted Religion, or td 

* hate' rtrihcd it from the Foundation ? 

,^Bv great. Chance, iKe Names of four Gods 
of ihf Lemniart Myfterics have been preferved • 
tdus'irii Citation from the Hiftoriart Mnafeas^ 
AxiERtJs, AxioK^EH^o's, AxiokERSA and 
KADMrLUs. They found very barbarous, and 
havef fufficiently exerdfed the Sagacity of the 
Etyinologifts ; tlicir ingenious Conjectures ^light 
have had better fuccefs had ihey more atten- 
tively cohfidercd iJshQ the Qodi weri whole 
Names they were attempting to explain. The." 
KndwI^Cf of Things is the beft Interpreter of 
Woriis ; and Mnajeas has left us a general Hint '• 
that thcfirft is Ceres\ the fecorid Plitto, the 
third Projerpim^ and the fourth Mercury: but 
by not attending, fufficiently to- the Natme 
ascribed to thefc Deitieis, Men of great Gtiiius' 
have loft fight of the Subjea, and ftrudkquitkiy 
off to other Views, 

8^4 Thp- 



,,-erihyGoogle 



280 Lefurr tmcermng Mythok^^ 

fc^^v^ originally ^^tia/h- WheaCsotiy/ea ths.Bt^.t 
of Cyrtfj, .wasplayiogithe MacUn^n at JU<n^f^{ 
aftBi; hit Aflturn: Dnxq ' the ualiappy fie&t^r«i4 ■ 
£;cpedittP0} he ndt only, tourdorrd hi^ Bn^^ ■. 
smd beft ficnvota in : die PalitGe> biU gmegl 
afaioi^ he. tffohe^up fhe Tombs of thcCload^ 
(hallowed Things in Egypt) and pro^nc4 (h? 
Ttunptes of the greftteit Qod«. Amoi^. the 
i?Bftih{;:burfl into the andent Temple ^Fukan^ 
and oiftde: hjiniclf eiaretnely merry with th* 
ituTc pigmy Statue of the God': But after thM 
,}iQ .\rould pceijs en^rthe Sacced Shrinp of 
ithe C^r" or. Mighty Gais, into whicK it a 
{tnpious for any Man to {ct his Foot but the 
fpriqft : Here |ie not only icoffed and blaf- 
phonedi but likewise burnt tl^e Statues of the 
Gods, Thele, iays Heredotus^ rcftinUe that 
. o/ Vulcapt * "ipboje Cbtidren tbey pretend to 
■■ * ^e*.' The Cabir-(kds thereftwc are the. 
I" Powers and Produce cS Fire impregoating 
',. Mother-Earth In the myfterioiis Work of Ve- 
getation } ao4 in, this view their hard Names 
becoftie -of eafy Derivation *. Thefirft is the 
prolific 

: " JtABE'lPflN /. «liiXji*«T(e tfMM iri nm n 

H4AI2T0T. ' TiiT« il v^lett trai*K( .A^wi. Tikw. 

llF^iiOT. eA^EIA. HiKActiTVB fiud that theGoos 

.(»".#. fhe World and it's Parp) wereoripnally from Fcm. 

* #£P£KTAH£ Xiyii ix ExCnjia; riif; Ugwtias >$ 

„ ■ 2TPAB. fSiC.i. eaX^fr. 
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{KVlMc strength or Warmth of the Bartb itfelP ; I^. 1 7. 
tbo ^fecotid ^e ktent Strength of Orain' or**^***' 
Pomir t& MpEwd itfelf by Heat and Moifture t 
th»'tbfr(f th4«' genial WanHth exerted'* and 
in Adictn, oi the vegetatim Lii« of a growing 
PUfft^ and the fourth is die Servant^ or Creature 
iStttikGs'Gods 't labociousj inveative, and prtMe 
to-I^opagation *. - 

Experience flifcws that the greateft Won- 
ders ceaie to be lb when they are frequendy ' 
feen. Some of thenv pafi daily bdote our 
Eyei 

• From \y. in Hiph. IJfTT, in Jr^lit i£i Roborwft, * 
Virtute ec P6teBdt inlmit, ^ tnnOatton,' Conoe^, gnrUl ' 
iiut. jHM ErrttTem^: bt as dwCA^iRi ixgM oi Fiikmf, ' 
I prefer the OtaltUt MTK Jaxi, fucntidit, tcccndit, caHedtt 
u the truer CompofitiDn. The Word run» throagh the Eeftirm 
Languages, y] Jku B«Oivit, fabuit, acce&dit, conumrit. 
CXpreSqg paiticBlarly FtmtwtMti»». 

* From the £une and DHJl Ghtrtt Fnuacntam. The few 
Fngments lemaining of the Httrrw affiinl bat dutow Nodoiu ; 
TheSjinac mdJrMe, copitou Diak£ta, extend oorViemof 
tbor prnuuvf Anaiogy. in th« UtUj ^f.^ G^^r^t^ fipiifiM 
*» >^". t/>jc G^y/0 J&Mf, or genentive Siim, {ga^. ijyi 
M»^^> £i//B, Dung, and Urine oT (>tt]e, u>yi Giariji, 
W b& Sh$qt, or &r», fixm wbenoi Mal-gherpt, FtflfeiTtoe ; 
tbeOeriviti(« of whoTe Grtei Name nGP£E«ONH, lee In 
the Note on Sandcmatban be]ow. 

^ The Feminine of the former. 

' Frdn JLi^ K^man or Ka£m, Miniftet, FUkiIui, anl 
*Il //«i«»i^as. 'KaJm-ihi. KAAMIAO£ and K AIM I- 
AOS, Mercury,- 

• Supra, page 175. and Join to it fiom HtndUM "Orit 

^tktwff^^ ou')®' u *Kf otit (Jw TiTJi n '£PMEA d^kX* 
fictnc sfS* fjc»ffi ri «iA«»,) , 

BrTfiPOH, 
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fl 8 3^ . . Letters ' concerning Mythshgy, " 
L^tt. 17 J^pcT; without Notice or Reflexion. The &$k 
^'"^''"^rifcei the-M^on (changes, theStjrs revoivc, ia 
th^.View of tbou^ds blind to.fb auguft a- ' 
Scf!^. 1 Tb&. yapours mount, the Rams de- 
fcwid,' the ^iyecsflow, the Tides, return UVr 
hef4e<l by tJi&B;i|k pf Mart^iod : and mi^'-. 
mWB^-onfacedcd-^ing th' unqu(nt)ered Tribts, 
of the vegetable Race, except in ,iq £ir as they , .j 
coalribute to tha ^uibjnalioo. or- ConyenienCjir 
of'jcwf Lives. .'We feed uf>on the Fmiitit> <^. 
JMft5&T;^.r/j6,Yi^ithout confidering what, fecr«!t -i 
vi?if;^g Power renews her Bofom with annual 
Prcgnaot^:- what, latent Virtue enables a Seed 
dffiareBtly dad to.transform itielf intoathriving 
Pkmf, or tow'ring Cedar; and what Njmpb 
or;' Uamadryade flniihates and feeds the endleft 
•aKk-born FaayJy ? . 

It had perhaps been well, cou'd I have ' 
inlrqduCed' thd Explication of the Nature of . 
tHisfe hidden 'Deities, and the Ijziport of tluir -' 
cifigriWitrcal Nanws, with fome flriking Cere- 
' mt^'jf. Cou'd. Tunder Cloud of Night have 
led-ytnl trembling (through l^e diick Maaft» ! 
of awiH Wood into a Grotto's Gloom; andj 
there hear a folemn Voice pronounce thefe 
feirful Names, Aaxi-Erez! Aaxi-gbtrezl 
AaxT-gberza ! and at every Sound made the 
iacra^ image of the God to pais tremendous 
befiire you : Then have invoked the Kadm- 
Et«K' to fhew their Operations typified in 
amazing. Symbols, you might poffibly- h^e 
• flared ' 
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Letters- cott£erning^ Mythology,. 283 
ftarad like ajmung Convert, turned. Votary; offxift.!^. 
the Cabir~Go6s, and never forgot their Rites *-^^*'***- 
while- you lived, - , , ' 

And now, my Friend, I.fffppofe With'your' ' ' 
Affcnt \ may. ventpfe to a&Ft it ta he 3 ^ 
common Miuake, '' that Myi^fltbgy belongs*- 
only to Poets; or to Poets pretifely aijuch^ 
I mean Makers or Composers of V^rfe. Tlfcy'^ 
hare loPgii it M true, monopolized' the Mhfe^ ' 
aa^if.th^ fevpared.none of th<Soh^'of Sfcicntd' 
but themfefvcs'j an(|aTQng with that Encroach- ' 
rqent 'they haVe Appropriated: theif Mfethoilb^j 
inftr4tiingby;FabIe3^3dAllegoryr Bdtandtrttj/^ 
it was not io ttufc corifihcd hbj' 

hp- inflaence noLKef fol? Fi--' 

vorite; ^ no,,' 1 ich '^ when' hd'; ' 

was ji real* f kSLB /Was^ tlie. , 

fit'ft .G^tb in- :^ apfsat-cd^;' iqd^ 

was io far frt iit 'to' the Sjn^-^^ 

fona Tribe,, that ^^e. Fathers .Of Sb'ertce both " 
Civil, and Sacred' adopted, if ^ the ben: pf 
Means both to 'teach" "and pcrfuadfe. .What~ 
Bfanch of Knowledge biit h4s borrowed afliil- 
ance from this rnWic Power.? What Piece of '' 
abftradl Speculation has fht not coloured with 
Imagery, or what pra<Sipal Precepi: hasihe ntJt ' 
enforced with Examples? Ev^n in Conver&-. 
tion and Bufinefi; to What do We more com- 
monly allude than tO Esop's Cock^ or his 
Fox^ or his Dog deceived with hi's own Sha- 
dow ? , When a Corrilpt Refidefit lately mearJt ' • 

to 
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jf^ Lttt^rs cotrntHtng Mythi^y, '• 
l«IU;&jfc^dchule;lus Cotuitry, dnd'Tell faer tOlhfi 
^•I'l'-^^dihraDn Eneiriy, faerdprisicinted th^ fole M^rM ' 
of:: her ''Safety, h«; "Union iwith Gwj^iBn- ' 
/^ni,- las bunting with the I^im viljo wou'^d 
i^twaftis devour h«r',< Often, indeed, have " 
Peiitict borrawed the Drefs and Lai^ua^e of ' 
F^fale\; a Lan^age In which you can lay wkh* 
oat Offince a thoufand tickliHi Things not elfe ' 
tQ .be mcntuned : Th!ng;s that would wound ' 
atonder Ear, and- ibock a darling I^IHon if*. 
nafaodly told, . glide gently down, like a bitter ' 
Filkin a naild Vehicle, wheil wrapt in a ibothJng 
•Eflie. Wicnels' jh Sacred Writ, the Story of 
iVqtf&iff, of the Widow of fecoa^ and tolceep ' 
neac the iaoiie Country, witneJs the inexhaoft^ 
Vi BF A Y i . wlio& fertile Fancy bu painted the^ 
Courts of the Eaji^ and exemplified the Fate 
oCKavduritts in a thou&nd Talcs, fitted to everf 
Maxim of State^ 

,rW£)ULD you have a ihiall Tafte of thi» 
ptiitkal JVIytholpgyf' Here it is ; a Sketch 
from a faperior Genius, equally capable of ex- 
c^ing in other Parts of Science, as he do« • 
inihis own Profeffion. ■ * When Jupiter firft 

* iheard of the Death d£ his Son Sarpedm^ in 

* ;the Rage of Grief he called Mtrcury^ the 
' iMei!c[i|ger of the Gods, and gave him Orders 

* jta . go inftaotfy to the Fatet^ ahd -bring from 

* ;rfieOT. the ftroog Box in which the eternal 

* JDccrees ;wete laid. up. Mercurf obey^, 
/-. ..■' .:•■: - ■ , *.wcnt 

• J>ttib dc M. Van Hoet. 
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' nttntito the flitsi Sifters, /and- omiuad rlotUiigLQU<ft 
' «: wife tinilriwell' iaStvStei Minifter cou'd V '■' i " 
' Hy-.to nuke, them, obteinpertt^ the5ViHidf 
' lynvti The SjA" .fmiled, ^d . told ohim, : 

* fhat ^K other End of nheiigoidan' Chain,. 

* Whii:Ji .Iqcurid the Boi whU tike timltcrabld '. 

* GecreeSf waslbfixed to the, Throne of ^03u^ ■ 
' ibat: were ic to be unfailened, his Malter^a 

* iScac ' itlfcif might tremble.' This elegant' 
Afpologu^ is ,^pabie of a fublime Application : 
bvt ih -meer .himian Aifaiif, were a Pnaoe 
a^ut :to iap.^the Foondations of his (iwii^ 
Qrandeuf, or ^ .Miniftec about to. dilboncert- 
th^ Mcsrioc^ ,or delkoy'the Men that kept 
hhn ,iA.>^3daiyi cou'd. there be any thing rooie 
ajspbOa thapod-t^l the Anfwer of the Fates 
taalthighty^Jovs'^ . 

lB»X' thoogh.ther* bemo Science unadorned ■ 
.by Allegory, it is in Theology that it tri.' 
u»njisiuid,fits.upbKit.'s Throne: that Method, 
I moan,; of teaching by Types, AUufions and 
Parabbs, fo common in the Bajl, and with 
w4ii(ih afl tbeir. Compolkions, iacred and civil, 
filtiquijh.abpund. Yet it is a ftrong Pbrafo 
iifcd -bji a^lcarned Prelate, ' That the Fables - 

* Whiph wer« protane in other oriental Nations ' 
' j>m<if>nSifiei. in Syhia, and confirmed 

■ kg tlie Atithorijy of Ged himfclf :' Not 
nlewing, to be- fore, the myfterious Tales oc 
reUgieusX>B<3ri<UH of the neighbouring Nations, ' 
Esfptians, Pbmiciam, or Arabs to have been ■ 
adopted'. 
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Ltttty. CxKTAUi it is^ dHt ouc 3ig|^. ffiroi ^3 

with whidk it . is daify D»i»er&nt. '^^bcjl 
lofe their Kg;iit;r bf.d^ecs, ood flk^ thqn- 
iebcs of the ftnking. aMciui< Appe«rd|tf».^(h4^ 
iinnarly wore; VThe £Kiccd Horror- of % 

* hc^y CanvTB, fi^s sn ddmued kalian ,% rej^ 

* gioo6 Darluio^ a deraat jnyiAcckXis Dir^^ 
' nefi, or dcMoac Confine of N^t and Bay^ 

* produce inovdifale Rcvavoce in the Wor- 
' 0]i[^>er, and infaaoce tbo cloydy Majcfty of 

* the ha.]{-£eea Objea.' But tiow ihall w«l 
undeiftand what, tint doqueot AuUio'r ioun^ 
diately fubjcwn, «heii he firO: defires us. (() 
reverence Truths and thea aflu^ What othec 
Religion in the World profisifcs piorciopeBly 
to walk in the. dark than oar owe t Does 
not God. continues he^ maite his. Abode in 
the refplcndent Abyi&.of iWcc^^Jt Light?— 
and though he be laid, * to have m^de E^arkr 
' nefs his hiding Piiace,* does, be not for aU 
that dwell in the purefl Splendoc ; which being 
too dazz'ling an Objeitl: ibr the human Eye, is 
therefore held forth to us under the Manip 
of Darknefs? Is not Faiib^ which- flows irom 
him, an obJcure myAicail Revelation — — i^s 
InllrucQents, ineer SymioU, it's Qracles t^e 
Prophet's full! of a thoufwd Adventures that 
have all the Appearance ofType and AUc^ry>. ? 
it is £u^ out of my way to anlwer thefe 

Qucftions ; 

* AooiT. Mascasbi KTcorii monli Ruttl. 
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Liiiers ji0tceming Mythoio^. 28^ 
t^eftioWi bur*autcrer^iffiarifie8 tfey AightLeftA^ 

ae^P^ote^sM'irho throughly uadel-ilaEdB hU^Arai vVNJ 

^rtmiph, k the fitted. t6 remove tjuia^. ..*u«' 
' So fat how^ier, w« maj- la^tfysJQni.td'th^* 
kartibd Writer^ that the Eod ef^oal Meparfh 
was the laftrmftioe of Mankio^ 'wbieh-^ifV 
pbtained by two oaturahEfi^e^kAf it's InHudn^ 
on their Minds-: FirA it imprcfi'd" tlfein ,with 
aa Avre of Religion, by the Majefty aiid..'Ql3- ■■ 
fcurity o( tlie allegorical Meanings : and. neyt 
enforced the Precepts of Virtue, and. under 
cover of ^/flttj JR;V« recommeoded the PradJec 
«F them to the People. Ifcw juftly the. 
Opinion may be founded I pretend not to 
determine J but it has been long believed * That 
"^ the Divinity loved to be veiled i and that 
' it's myfterious Subftance difdained to be 
* convey'd in. plain Words into polluted Ears,* 
Numenius, the celebrated Pythagorean, having 
through I don't know what Caprice, undertaken 
to publilh an Explication of the Eleufinian My- 
ftcries, had . proceeded but a little way in . his 
Work, when fome GotldefTes appearing to him 
in a Dream, fhew'd thetnfelves ftanding naked, 
in an indecent Pofture and infamous . Place; 
From thence they chid him bitterly for,hi3 
Attempt to divulge their Myfteries, as if there* 
by he had proftituted'- their Honour. .F(Sr 
the lame Reafoa Diagoras was banijJied &Qdi 
T Athene 
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Igb Letters concernif^ MyMogy, 
iett.iy. AibenSf and a Price fet upon his Head j anci 
'*— V— * M. u4tt$Iius the Duumvir was condemned as 
a Parricide by the Reman Senate for having 
only employ'd a common Clerk to copy over dad 
'Sibyllim Verfes. In fucha Temper, and under 
ftch Imprcffiwis, Men wou'd 'naturally iall to 
al/egorisie ; that is, to hide their Conceptions of 
divine Tbin^ under Covering? and Symbols i 
and accordingly the Countries where Allegory 
was mofl: cultivated have been die moft cele- 
brated for their Reli^on. 

EGTPT above all die reft, die ModKT- 
Land of Myfteries is iaid to havp hatched tte 
better Part of the Rites that prevail over the 
World. * It is a frightful Thbg, lays an cmi- 

* nent Divine, to confider their immenfe Di- 

* verfity. Yet they all agree in many Points; 
' they have almoft all the fame Principles 
■ and Foundation ; they agree in ^efis^ pro- 

* ceed by the fame Steps, and keep <ven Pace 

* with one another : nor is it any wonder, 

* Jince t&ey all took Birth in the fame Qmn- 

* try and Clime j all of them invent and fiir- 

* nifh Miracles, Prodigies, Oracles, folemn My- 

* fteries, holy Prophets, facred Feftivals, certain 

* Articles of Faidi and Creeds neceflary for 

* Salvation '.' It is for this Rcafon that the 
firft Poets, Maftcrs in Allegory, L/mkj, Or^ 
pbeus and Mufaus^ all inftrudsd in Egypt^ 

wet© 

t P- CuAKKQK de la Sagefle. Liv. U. O. V. Fate 351. 
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:i/tferc'cdltilfi1&ffl/?^B«»i and that fuch .highl^tt.17; 

Merit' is alfcribed to thcmLin tanung and d- '""■*■** 
jVitlabg iude Mankind". ' Thfiir Method of 
-jdbrag itfcy Pardbki and ojigmatical Fiaions 
■.they learned, if wte iliay believe a, Father of 

the Church, from tht J evftjh ProfibetSi nay 
* and many .df th«r my thologfeal- Tales tend to 
•typify the Attributes and Adions of.the true 
vGorf, according to the fame Author*. What- 
:.everbe.in that Aflcrtion, great. was .the Ve- 
. necatioa^ncioitly paid to thcfe Sag^^ and little 
- hits so ihcir Siicceffors. It.w» fiiid of Homeji, 
' for. inftancc, * that as a Poet, he had in a 

■ *. manner farmed and dijtiplin^d barbarous 
■*:Gfeecei. that for Inftruiflion in the Manage^ 
-* ment .«f al! human Affiiirs he deferved.ta 

* ;be taken up and got by Heart ; and in a 
' -*! word, that it wou'd be the Heighth of Wit- 
' * dfKiL.to model one*s .whole Life and Conver^i 

* "lalton tipon this -divine i Poet '"s* And ta^ 
'faing all thefe. venerable Bards together, they 

' T 2 were 

* SicgKnwtlVtUipitctiamTHEdiiOal dii:»entar, qnoiuaia 

^ Diis um>na faciebant i ex. quorum numero fuilTe pethibeatur 

iirpbtai, Mufxus, limit. ' ■ 

.,■■_....-- AuciuiTiii. de C D. 

, . * Vivendi rationem quam 'moralem . civilem^ue Sapientiaiil 

''licet dppellare, primi omnium lAortaiinm prifct Pobtae in- 

pATRiciuideR,egno. Libl. Tit. i. 
•■ " Cliii#ens of - Atexsiukia. ' ' 

■ ;,.* 'ftf Tis EAAAAA wfirai'litvXf* ^JJ^ i w«ijr»c* 

HAATAN. [I^Tii, It . 
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igiz Letiers concerning MyMogy, 
Lett. 1 7. were generally allowed to be the Fathers as 
•-'v'*^ it were of Wifdom, and Leaden in the W^ 
of Knowlege. Their allegorical- j^t, vn^ 
adopted into every Part of Life, and every 
Science was treated in Metaphor and Alhi^n. 
■ The firft Hiftoriam, as well as the firft I'M- 
I hfiphers^ were Mythographers or Writers of 
' Fables'. After what you have heard, Ifuppofe 
the lafl may be pretty intelligible; but how 
is it poflible to tranfmit real Hifiory in a 
Fii^ion ? It is^ I muft ackoowl^e, % litde 
ftrange ; but read Homer's Account of tlie 
Wall raifed by the Greeks round their Ships 
and Camp, and particularly the D«ftru6tion 
of it by Neptune and ApoUo^ (the Sea and the 
Sun) after their Departure, and you will fee 
an elegant Conjuni^Qn of Fad snd Fable. But 
there are two curious Inftaoccs of this Method 
of Narration in the mofl natural Author that 
ever wrote, and in the f^aineft of his -Wak- 
ings'' i that wond'rous Journal of C^frm's 
Expedition againft his Brother, kept, by Xe- 
NOPHON; the moft delightful inftnidUve Re- 
cord that ever preferved Virtue from Obliy,ion. 
After the firft Repulfe which that hand- 
ful of hardy Gr^f^^j had given ^ the pervious 
Perjan^ they marched to the Banks of the 
Tigris, f Here, lays theirGcneral.and.Hifto- 
' ijan, 

* 'Oi w;uT« lETOPnCOI xx] OYSIKOI fiuSsffoipM. 

STPABUN. *.£. (t. 

* SEN0*I1NT.. 'AvxU<rm. f3.?. y. 
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Lietters concerning Mythology. 293 

* tian, we came to a great City, deferted andLett.17; 

* waftej Called Ldriffa, formerly inhabited by •— tr— ^ 

* the Medes. It's Wall was twenty-five Foot 

* thick, an hundred high, and two Parafangs 

* in Cii-cumference, bailt of Biicfc with a 

■ Stone-Foundation of twenty Foot. This City 
f was bcfieged by the King of Perfia^ when 

* he drove out the Medes ; but it was not in 

* his power to take it, until the Sj^]^ covered 

* bimfelf it/ith a Ckud; and kept under X>ark, 
^nefiy until' the Inhabitants failed, and then 
I it' was taken. 

From thence the Army made one March 
of fix Parafengs to a vaft Wall furrounding a 
wafle'City, by name Mejpihy formerly inha- 
bited by the Medes : The Foundation of hewn 
Stone finely ftreaked, fifty Foot thick and fifty 
Foot high, upon which flood a brick Wall of 
the feme thicknefs, and a hundred Foot high, 
fix Parafengs in Circumference. * Hither the 

* Median ^een is faid to have fled when the 

* Medes were deprived of the Empire by 

* the Perfiansi whofe King laid Siege to itj 

* but could neither take it by Storm, nor 

* through Length of Time, until Jupiter 

* tbunder-Jiruck the Jnbabitanis^ and then it 

■ was taken. 

These two improbable Talcs look quite 

foreign and djffimilar as they ftand interwove in 

(he plain p^rfuafive Narration of that memorable 

Ketrest j and eyiden,tly bear the Afiatic alle- 

T 3 gorical 



294 Letiefs do^cerfiing hfytboi^j^ 
Lett.l7tgoricaI Statrip bdth- in rfidr Turn ^^'^Bxi 
^'-v-Wpreffjort. IhcEafierm to this 'day feK''a(t' 
gf^rid Tranlaitions mythokgicaSy ', and aiv'fer 
accuftomed to i^tjigui-ativi Sflk, that it enters 
even into contiinoii Life^ Xenophoh in hitr 
Paflage through' Afia, Has picked up thelv 
Traditions from the People Af ^ CounbTV 
and inferted them into his Jour^ juil: as ho 
I'cceived them : I ' fuppofe that tfw of theiq 
Towns has been blken tithi^r while the Ii^4 
bitants were under ConlVdrnati<H\ dating;- ait 
Eclipfe of the Sun, or from feme thick J^afc»^ 
raifed by the Stagnation of th& Canals drawn 
from th6 River ; and die mbef during didt 
Amazement at the'Thtlndtr*s burAingjuftovcp 
their City. 

Poetry, PHiiosopHYandLfiGiSLATKWj 
■ originally conjdned m one and the fanie Perfoflj 
Came in a few Generations to be feparatcd iirttt 
three different Charaftftrs •. ' The Pbik^hir 
and Legijlator ftuck long togedier, and Wer« 
never throughly di^oined 3 but Poetry vrfiidi at 
firft had been only a Servant to the othcif 
two, came quickly to forget her Station j to fet up 
fot herfelf, and take ioofc Flights, which fliockcd 
the Philofopher's Reafon and the Lawgiver's Mo*- 
rality. Hence the early Grudge between the Pro- 
fefiions • ; Wit and^Wifdom at variance; and, in 
fome States, Laws made to rcflriiSA/aAf an4 re- 
gulate 

• See Page 178. HAATflN, IIo>^t.' i. 



Letters concerm^g. ^t&ologyt 29J^ 
gulate Poetry, But except in a very few, the Bardht^. 17 
forthemofl: part got the better : His amazmg^ 
Tales> Ivs, h^monioMS Numbers, his leeming 
Sandity. and Pretences to Inipiration, gave him a 
great Alcendant over his Competitors. He fpoke 
to [he PailioDS, and touch 'd the weak Sides of 
Mankind, and could not &il to become pt^ular. 
The Priejis quickly Jaw it, flruck wifely in, 
joined Intereils with the Poety grafted their 
Jlites upon his Verie, and iecured his Reputation 
with their own Eila^Ulhtnent. He celebrated 1 
their Tcmpks; tbiy recommended his Tales, \ 
He afliired the Multitude that every confecrated 
Place was a School of Piety; t&ey explained 
every -Allegory into a Leflbn of fome Virtue, 
or Cure of fome Malady of the human Mind. 
No Man> they faid, could ever hear the dread- 
ful Punilbments dcfcribed, that await thofe who 
ttanlgce& tl^ l^aws of Religion and Humanity, 
W^put feeling fome Impreffions of the ^we 
jtbey ace calculated to raife : That Lycaim, for 
ipflance, was transformed into a ^olf, and 
ethers changed into Trees, Birds, Stones, or 
conderanel to difmal Tortures below, or pu- 
oiOicd in.tli«r own Perfons, or in their wretched 
Pofterity. But whoever foundly believes them 
(as the Bulk of Mankind once did) will be 
throughly Ihajcen ; and fa terri6ed while the 
Impreflipn lafts, as either to abftain from fuch 
like Crimes, or at leaft have recourfe to thofe 
who arc imagined to have Power from the 
T 4 GoiJs 
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v^6' Letiirs ebncerhirt^ MyMtig^ 

I^My.GodB 'to labfolve tbob;i In- niOrli;''coiuimi8d' 
■*£he- Priefts, Nothiiig (0 etficacious! t©: io4ih «' 
difturbcd CbiUctonce-, ; to !r6wze t dejeiSM t or 
curba foaiighty' Spirit, ai a pleafing.Brttc pr- re- 
}igbusr' Aikgory; 'Our.'ftcrct Luftrations, our 
iblortin.iProceffions and fecred Myfterifc* are 
fo many £)vere}gn Chattns to altay the Storm 
of the human Breail: They give a loofe to 
fomeofthem which muit be evaporated either 
this or a worfe way, atxl calm others through 
a kindly Perfuafion of the Good-will of the 
Gods being procured by their Performance.' 
pur public Feafts whefc Dancing and Exer- 
fiji is ufed are of the firfl: Sprt ; fuch as the 
ftogrefe of CyMe^ the Siftrums of JjfSf and 
above them all, the Ladies Delight; the Pro-' 
ceflions of Bacctm ' ; Returned from tbefe^ 
■ tho 
* An ingenioiu Phyficfan, in his Treadfc of the Taraniulm 
feys, though ihcrt be many really bit by that venomous Spider, ■ 
yet iJie Wamin, (by far the greater number of -the I'acients) 
frequently connterfeit the DiAcmper by feigDiag it's ufual Symp- 
toms. For when they fill into any Languiuiment, either chrougl\ 
hlbfbrtunes, imfuccefsiul Love, or Ailments peculiar lo tlieSex, 
the la(Upg Grief brought on them-by fuch Accidents degene- 
rates into Melaucholly and Dcfpair. 'Ihis .is fed partly by 
their Solitude, living like Nuns, and forbid the Converiation of 
Men be it ever fo innocent ; and chiefly by the fuliry aimate, 
{Calairia) hot noufiiliing Food, their own aduft Conftitution, 
Idienels, and fuch lii;e. In ihis gloomy State, DOthlng delights 
jikJ refrelhes them fo much as Mufic and Dancing: And to 
have their Fill of itj which is alone altaved to thofe Kung 
by the Taranlula, thyfa^ ihey art bit; and their Palenels, 
jicjcftion, Difficulty of IJreathing, Palpitations, and pervtrted 
Imagination, like a tlelirium, give a Coloiir to the Cheat. 
This is fo co.T.mon in the South of our Couniry (Itelf) that 
thefe violent Dancings, fo highly (Idightful to the Wom»n, aie 
ujrned into a Proverb, and called il CaratVoUtto lUlle Doitnt, 
Jhe Ladies ^ttle Camt^-ai. 

G, Baclivi. Diir. VI. deTaiant 



tti^'inKByWorftllppel', bcnagata proper PitchLett.17, 
for 0Pdinlary"Iiife;,'caH'affi)rdtb!fit Quietly down '-^v—f* 
a! "home; and mind his private Af^irs. But 
if qpon any Difefter, the Mind' he feized with 
brown-eyed Mebncholly J if evil Omens, or 
king Solitude' Bring DcjcSion and Gloom, then 
a fecret Sacrifice^ an Expidito^, or other holy 
Ceremony is the Cure : after it's pious Perform 
iriaHce the Gloud is difpclkdi the Gloom gives 
Way, arid the hap(^ Devotee, now iatisfied 
with himfelf, and in good Terms with the 
Gods, i^es every thing look gay j the World 
fraiks ; his Heart is full of the fweeteft Hopes, 
Slid all about him partake of his Good-nature 
and Affability: So powerful is the Virtue of 
our facred Inftitutions I But if upon a Rcpc- 
titicm of thefe Rites at proper Intervals, that 
Serenity of Miud be procured which makes 
ihe Hdppinefe of Life, muft it not be acknow- 
leged that their Authors were wife, and Fri«nds 
to Mankind ? 

Such was the Language of the facred Order 
among the Ancients. The Poeis, frequently 
moved by internal Impulle, gave their cor- 
dial Affeht; and even the Pbilofopbers partly 
approved the fame Dodrine. The old thought- 
ful Heraclitos called all holy Rites Akea, 
^PREs: And a later SagCj and zealous Difciple 
of the Priefts, gives us this Detail of their 
Reafons. ' Some of the Rites, fuys he, that 
^ are daily performed ia the Teai|>les have, a 
fecret 
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J9^ iMttrs isncmtimg Myihdkgy, 
I>tt.i7-* Ifecret and inci&We'Caufe c^ dusihSaftitiu 
b'^VN^* don: Othtirs haw been confteratcd «o the 

* Gods as their pccolUr 5)W*fl/j froift the Be- 

* ^nning of Time: Others reppftfent thboa in 

* diifcrcQt Afpefts (49 genial Nature ha^ 

* exprcffedinvifiWe Proportions in vifibleFaras.) 

* Others are meant as Marks of Honour, and 
< aim at fome certain Re&mblanoe or Attri- 

* bate of the Sopcrior Natare. The Ibcond 
' ClaJs have been frame4 for tfur Good, ia 

* order to deliver us from diibrderiy Paflims,, 

* or to rid us of Othor Diftempers to which 

* we poor Mcwtals are obnoxioiis.* In confe- 
quence of thefe Principles he eirplains the Ibange, 
and moft (hocking InAance of their Rite^ the 
Confccration of the Phalli^ into an * Emkkm 

* of the Power of Genetation, vriiole pro, 

* lific Virtue is thereby invoked to impr^nata 

* the Univerfe; for which reafon ^t Cere- 
' mony is for the moft: Part performed in 

* the Springs when Ac whde World receives 

* a kind of Regeneration ftom the Godfi.' As 
for the obfcem Forms of Speech thought to be 
indifpcnfable Parts of the Service, they are 
Remedies, or rather Antidotes againft impure 
Paffions — ^, ' All .our AfFcdtions, he iays, 

• like 

* ShTu^KAi-coKtiM otigjnem illain mihi in medimn pro- 
ferre fas elt, non qux ad aicanam Divinitatis natnram rcfernir, 
fed quiG auc fabulofis admixca diflerltur, aut a phyfids in vuU ' 
gujaperitur: nam occulta* et manantw cxMeeii Ve»i fonte 
rationes nn in ipfis quidem Saerii ennarmre permitdtur ; fed fi 
quis illai afFe^uitur continere inira confcientiam tefUs jubetur. 
MacitoB. Sacurnal. Lib. i. $-7. 



♦■- llfea* (teoimed ToFfOirtiifSfow more vioIcnt,Lctt^^.. 

* .the«|otftthey are r(^ai™?d ;. But when theyVprH 

* «¥ gei)!^ induLg«d,, .»0d penaitted mode-. 
*- raxekf'. to .^cert thejf- ^ativ« PowecSr they 

* are <|iwejcly fiitieiied i 4li;er tha^ being footed 

* by aitN:. irf Cbarmj tt»y j^ald to PcriuaIio« 

* tha* *o»*ii'JiaK ftonfie^ at- Violence. Thui 
' at we cctss to reftratn oi^r own PalTion, by 

* iitbing thbR^of^tlier Men, and it's dif- 
' trt^JSSoEts re^ft^red upon the St^, id tho 

* fame; maanflr 1^ feeing obfcene Sights in the 

* TflVOpIv, »d {lavtng obfcene Words, 'we 
' ar» delivered £019 tbe MUeiy infeparable 

Wif£TH€it this mj^t not fometimes be 
tr^ti I , fb^ not at .pE(^t enquire. That it 
was froqMcptly otherwiie I am very certain; 
and the^^r^ pefib^^ ^|^;ee. in Optnion with 
one of :ths wi&ft (tod moil; learned Writers of 
Antk\fi^ \ v^hen after a high Commendation 
of th« refomud Roman Rites, he deiires that 
t\o body i^TOu'd fiippoie him to be ^orant of 
the Ulcof the Grecian FaUes. Some of them, 
he knows, explain the Works of Nature in 
gloomy myfterious Iniuations; others are ccm- 
polied to comfcrt unhafpy Men under AfBidion ; 
others to relieve qs under Trouble ef Mind, 
to rid us oi Terrora and purge off black Opi- 
nions i and others for rarious laudable Purpofes. 

But- 

f lAMBAIX. BIB, r. §. i(. 

» iiiONT£. AAIKP. 'AfX""''^. /3.C. jS. 
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30O t^tiws concer^ff^ &^^iif9^^^, 

Lett.15t.Bqt, ^3B,be,.tb(»t VW aft mttchapiprifediofi this 
w-v—*'afi anjr-MwJ, yet I would ioctine: to ule 
themc^tioaity, apd rathecdpprov&.^ev/&fKM« 
Theology: For I coniitjar tkit dw Adwtfrtageg 
to he reaped from t;he jGreciaal^et^^ att 
but ^aU, and ooniiaed to . the few who havo 
been at Paips to enquire into their Ongin i 
Now there are not very many who a^wcll 
inftnidjcd in this ibrt of Phiktlbf^y} whBe 
the rude unthinking Multitodc commonty 
underhand thefe mythical Narrtttions in the 
tvorft Senfe ; tuid &U into OQc of t«9o ^vSs: 
Either an uttet-Gootcmpt of Gods immeifed 
in fuchMi&ry; or into an c^nnim that they 
need ^ilain from nothing bafe or unhwfiil, 
iinoe they have the Gods themfelres ^ thar 
patterns. 

You fee he AXovn.^ Oredan^ltgorUi 
to contain a real Pfaibfophy; and that thoA 
who are capable of enquinng into dieir Ori- 
gin may be highly profited both in Specu-. 
lation and Praftice. In the fiDrmer they unfold 
the Myfteries of Nature ; in the latter they 
afford infinite Materials to moralize ? A well- 
difpofed Perfon may there find fomething fitted 
to every Condition in Life. Wou'd we live 
contented with our Lot, and not aim at higher 
things than are confiftent with Mortality ? Let 
us recolle<ft the Fate of theGwM^j that attempted 
to fcale the Heaven, and the Fall of ambitious 
Belleropbon from his win^d Jlorfe. 

Wou*i> 
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•. Woi^ri'WB guard agdhrt Pride ^d ih-iifii^tttti?. 
bridled Toflgucf? there is wrttch^" Mat^fyat *--ir-i* 
hangup bcford om' ^es, ■and Nii^e wfee^ing 
far her CSiiWren tifl flic was turned to a Stone. 
Wou'd W Iboth onr Minds under the Vi- 
ciffitudes of Fortune, and Calaniities ofLBe? 
Let usDften to the Complaints of Apoih^ 
uttered in doleful Strain upon the Banks of 
Ampbyr^iis while he was doomed to feed 
Admetu^ 6heep. Lyceon howling through the 
Woods, b' a loud Warning to the Wicked and 
tbeCrndj Ixim for ever rowlShg on the reft- 
leie Wheel, to the Lewd and L^wlefs; and 
Tantalus tortured amid Streams with Thirft, 
to the Covetous and In&tiable. On the other 
hand, there is Heriuks and the Train of 
Heroes who by Virtue and glorious Deeds have 
obtained Heaven and Immortality : or if you 
^ire not {o high, the Efyjian Fields and Groves, 
the Abodes c^ the Blefled, Aand open to the 
jP/0»f, and to tho& 

^i fui menmes almfecere merendo* 

These are fome of the trite and obvious 
■ Leflbns to be karned from Mytholt^y : What 
an Inftruilrefs then muft 4his creative Faculty 
prove, when employed by a mafterly Hand to 
paint the Charms of Virtue, and Deformity of 
Vice ? To trace their feveral Sources, pull off 
their Difguifes, and point out their Tendencies 
througti 
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502 in'tieri ^OTJcerhifig AfyM(S%f. 

txtti^ithroB^iill the Windings ofthfc batain Heart? 

*—*v— 'Form to '"yoiitfiBfthcr. Idea oFa moi^rouSmaoy- 
beadcd ©ekft t Nay; ffirmk not fram the Sa- 
vage; he' ii nearer a^kiii a> vs ^a We are 
aware. ' Imagine ibroe of tbefeiHeddstdbc of 
tame, and others of wiMAmniaLs vhsdi fiuoc 
forth all around tfec Craature ^ ttims, and 
germinate at it's pleafure. 'Widi' this Beaft 
imagine the Nature Etnd Genius pf other 
two Ammals to be ccropoonded, ithat of^a Lion, 
and that -ef a Man, £> as to make oiily ong , 
<;reatarc of all the three, but in whole'Con- 
ftrtution ■ the multifarious Mender flirfl pre- 
dbmme, t4ien die l.tm,-«nd leaft of nK the 
Man. Conceive it to the lb -veiled with tbc- 
human Figure, that to thoie who cannot lee 
within it, but only view the Out-fide, 4t ihall 
appear -to -be ow fingle' Aflimal, and that a 
real Man. Then imagine it aJlowed to a£t 
Qccwdiflg to the feveral inward SprrngS-of it's 
heterogeneous Frame ; and after that, think 
coolly with yourfelf, what Management would 
be mofl' conducive to it's real Happinefi — ? 
Whether to feed and cherilh the -various- Beajl, 
to nouriih the Lion; and ftarve the Man, (o 
as he ihoii'd be draped whither fo ever the 
other ptciifed ; while they are fighting, biting, 
and devouring one another, or e:* keep the 
Monfter at under ; to tame t\)£ Lion, and 
cberijh x\\Q human Creature ? In plainer Terms, 
Whether it be better to indulge the Inftirifls 

of 
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of 1^ ,Ap^;*:J^P& a F<Mi prGoat, andtctt.17. 
Ltottrlih tq ,tt^ wh^eirer; opppfes them ; oc «-nr"*' 
to cOiTb thqfe, ipiouting Motions, and ad like 
.» JW5^ f — 40 temper thp nauve Fiercene^ of 
our Make ' with die mild Principle of Huma- 
nity f and chaften our apijh animal Inclina- 
ti(»)s with the Majefty and Decency of a Jit" 
ferier Nature " ? 

PROTEUS faiaid by thofewho wou'd 
deduce all Fable from Hifiory^ to reprefeiit the 
various ^nfigii ufed by the Kings of Egypt. 
Plato Iftughisg, mak«s him an Emblem of 
the quackiih S^hiib, Lucian of the Playei^ 
Euftatbiuioi Flatterers, Ct^dorus ofTraitws, 
and St. Aujiiny which is the neareft, of Truth i 
for the . real Allegory of Proteus is of deep 
jiiilofbphical Import : But the immenfe Diver- 
fity of the human Heart, the Viciffitudcs in 
it of Virtae and Vice, theSucceffions of wa- 
vering Thought, the Storms of Paifion, Con- 
twfts ofDefire, and Change of Purfuits, make 
it, if not a true, at leaft a happy Application, to 
cailitaperje£i Proteus i now Fire, now Water, 
then a lifelefs Lump ; by and by a Lion ; then 
a Bull, a Snake, or any Animal whofe Inflinia 
and Affeftions it plcaics to afllime *. 

'Tis thus that Fable takes the Harflinefs from 

dry Philofophy, and by mixing its Precepts 

with Imagery makes them not onlycafy to 

apprehend, 

* HATflN. noXiT, 

* Agost. Maicakdi. Part. I. Difc. 2, 

I ,1, .rihyCOO^IC- 
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I^tti/.ai^ebcodj but tbeir ImpreiTions both agreeably 
*■■■*""' tod lafting. For no Me^fure of V?rfe, no 
Strcogth of Figures^ no Pomp of {^puge, 
nor Art cS Compofitiw ha& iuch aa i^pua- 
ting lafiacnce upon a young Miod as a well- 
told itomtrms laU. 

After all, what fiiou'd hinder Oqc efa 
{poetical Turn, laid down perhaps c»i the Bank 
of a Brook, or feat&l on the &ow of a CUf*, 
commanding the Ocean, and viewing the 
auguil Spei^cle around him ; the Beauty 
and Order of the Heaven, the Oeconomy 
and Concord of the Earth and Sea — > then 
confidcring the Chain of Caufes that keep the 
mighty Frame fteady and invariable, what 
fiiou'd hinder him, I iay to liften attentively 
to a Sacre, who (liou'd approach and tell him ; 
' Sir ! I'll give you the Clew by which to trace 

* thefe latent Powers and fatisfy your CurioCty. 
' The great Foundation of Knowlege is the 

* Principle of ContraMBion or I^ntity j that 

• is 10 lay, that a Propofition cannot be true, 

• and falle at the fame time j fo that A is A, 

* and cannot be not A, which fingle Principle 

• is fufficient to demonflratc all Geometry : 

* but if you intend to apply it to Nature^ 

* you muft aflume another Principle, that of 

• s^Jiipcietit Reajon, or that nothing ha|^ns 
« wiihodi a Reason why it happens fo rather 

• than otlierwifc ''.' He rciires, and another 

advances-^ 

*■ Mi LEIEHIT8, 
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advances-:**- * Sir! it is impoffible Aata Moon^Lctt. J7;. 

* tain cattbewithout a ValJeyj that ifce-WJiGte*"' 

* Ihoald he Icfs than a P^rt ; th^ two and two* 

* fhoftld not Riake ftwr, and that-a Thing-fliouJch 

* be and mt be at the £ime thne. Tcribpp6fs k 
■ otberwife would be turning ThccJogy and Re- 

* li^on«rto Ridicule,. snAbfiirdity of worfeCon- 

* lequenoe than any thing! have mentioned '^' 
■SvpposE after thefe two great Men> and 

great th&f really were, an old myfterious My- 
ihoiogift ihould prefurpe to fucceed, and fing 
or lay thJB ancient Tale, ' That the Godtiefe 

* Themis" prior to the Formau'on of the 

* Uaiverie had thrtt eternal Daughters, La- 

* cb^s^ Mro^i and Clotho, upon whom the 

* fupreaie confuliing Mind, her Hulband, be- 

* ftow'd the higheft Honow* They were 

* a^ed the Fates, {Lots or Shares parcelling 
' out the World) and had Power' irrcmiffibly 

* to diftribute Good or Evil to Mortals. I have 

* likewtfe heard, might the Bard fubjoin, what 

U I 

•M- Berbier Ecclairciff. 

" Poffihiliiy or AftUaie, the Wife of JoVE, tff whom flu 
bore the fates. Qrphtus fays to her, 

'Ex ir» yixp Tijutti fj.a.y.i^m f^ur^^ix S'«Jk«. 

T H o w frfi t* Morteli facrcd Rites rtviahifi : 
• Trdtm Th«e tbt Worfln^ paid to coery 0*J, 

Rvm Thes ibtir balk'uiti tSyfieria fTBcetd. 
Tk« it to Cqr, that Ac eternii Relations of Things confidereil 
«s infliienciag the Strnfture and Government of the WorM, 
were the Source of Religion, or of tlie VVorfliip of theii; fu- 
farioi; Prwtri, whofe Connexions and Opewtimis the Priefts 
endeavoiued to imitate i^Mhsii.. Kites, and itprefenc in their 
Mytholo£}'. See Page 51 and the Note), and Puge iiij, Ncic K 
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3o6 Letters e&nceming Mythology 
Lett. 17.' I do Bot fo well comprehend, that they were 
*— "v — *^' the Children of Night, or of that Dark- 

* nefs that preceded the Birth of Pan ; that 
' they were elder than Time, and, what I 

* better believe, that they preceded even an- 

* cient Chaos ", but came to Maturity and 

* Power when Pan firft fprang from its eternal 

* Womb. But wou'd you. Sir ! have a more 

* intelligible Genealogy, tho' the fame in Sub- 
' ftance with the firft and laft i the Fates were 

* the Daughters of Necessity' : their Ha- 

* bitation is the Recels of a gloomy Cavern, 

* where they live wrapt up in impenetrable 

* Darknefe, but whence they daily fly out in- 

* vifiblc, and govern Heaven and Earth, Gods 
. * and Men, According to their immutable Pre- 

* faiption.' To which of the three Inftrudlors 
wou'd a Man of Taftc liften with moft Plea- 
fure ?— To the laft, fay you, without doubt j 
but it wou'd ftiU increafe, if he condefcended 
to fpeak a little plainer. That, my Friend, 
he can uever do while he keeps to his Character 
as a Mythologift : But we ihall, if you pleafe, 
call an Interpreter or two, an Ancient and, a 
Modern j and . after hearing them, you n^y 
better judge of his abftrule Genealogies. 

There are, fays the one, certain eternal 

immutable Relations of Things, according to 

which the Worid was framed, an4 By which' it 

. . . is 

" Lyciai Delias, older than Homer, (pwhaps dija "'the 
Ljcian.Jpalh'iVotitinDela!.') Sec Pausan. Areadk.'' 
9 from Plato's 7imfui, 
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H'eii'ers concerning Mythology. 3^7 
13 AiU governed. The Properties of a Tiianglc Lett. 17*' 
can never agree to a Sphere, nor thofe of a*'*'^'"^ 
Sphere to a Cone. Every Piece of Matter re« 
quires a commenfurate Space, and all ExiHencC 
neccflarily implies Duration: The feme Body 
cannot have the Firmnefs of Iron and Fragility 
of Wood, the Confiftency of Earth and Fluidity 
of Water, It cannot be crooked, and at the 
lame time ftreight j heavy and yet light ; a 
Circle and yet a Square. Each of thefe Pro- 
perties is an eternal Law, by whkh Nature does 
and muft proceed. For the Powers necelTarily 
refuliing from thefe immutable Relations were 
fo ordered by their great Creator, as by the moft 
admirable Mechanifm to govern the Univerfe, 
and prelerve the divine Harmony and Order in 
which it moves : while the apparent natural III 
in the World is the flight Concomitant of a 
much greater and more genera! Good. 

It is my Opinion, fays another, that the 
Divine Nature is but one, tho' called by num- 
berlefs Names, according to the feveral Opera- 
tions and Produdions which are afcribcd to 
God. We call him living, as the Author of 
Life i eternal, as he is from everlafting to ever- 
lafting i tbundering and etberiaJ, from thefe his 
Operations above ; fruitful^ generative and pa- 
tfrnaf, from hb Produdions below j Saviour 
and t)eli'jerer with the higheft Propriety ; and 
to include all, he is denominated heavenly and 
cartbhf after the various Effcdls of his Power 
U 2 and 
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3o8 , Letters tmcerning Mythology^ 
Lett.17.aad Providence, being Wmfelf the Cause of 
■"ij^x^^^all things.— As to what is caHed Necessitv, 
I take it to be nothing but his etfiraal and im- 
movable Eflence j to which the Fable of her 
Daughters the Parca and their fatal Spindfe 
plainly points. They are three in number, ac- 
cording to the triple Divifion of Duration into 
paji, prefent and to come. Their ever-running 
Thread is partly fpun and wound up, partly 
juft drawn out and twiftbg, and partly as yet 
00 the Diftaf. Atropos (Irreverfion) the eldeft, 
fevers the Paji: Lacbefis (Allotment) the fe- 
cond, lays out the Future : And Clot&o (the 
young Spinfter ' ) is always fiirniihing what is 
Prefent : So that the grand Tianlkaion of Time 
is not ill reprefented in the Drama of the Fable. 

* But, as Plato hath nobly iaid, all this is no- 

* thing but God himfclf, who, according to 

* ancient Tradition, having the Beginning, 

* Middle and End of all Beings in his Power, 

* keeps one ftreight ftcady Courie according to 

* Nature, with his infcparable Adherent 

* 'Juftice, always ready to avenge the leaft Dc- 

* viation from its divim Law '.' 

After reading this beautiful Solution, me- 
thinkslhearyou muttering to yourfelf, 'Themis 

* the Wife of Jove, — Mother of the Fates! 

' Poffibiliiy— 

p There are different Atrangements of the Fates; this 
fame Author makes Lathifis over ruk Futurity ; and Plait make* . 
her Province ihe Frt/int, and Airepos^i Futurity: I have fol-, 
lowed the Older that btft fuited the Subjed, and the Import nf 
their Names. 
. < ANONTM, BTffl Ko<r/*;. - 
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* PoffihiJity^-Aptitude. Stru^ure <f Mf Lett. 17 

» Wbrld— Source of Wor/hip—tbree 5j/?/n— *— v--J 
-* Triple Duration J aU governed by one all-wife, 

* all-juji and almighty Nature!" Glorious 
TComprdienfive View, if that be indeed the 
Meaning of the Tale, and we be fecure froni 
JUufion in the Applicatitm ! I well know you 
arc not eafily Satisfied ; and in the prefcnt Caie 
thwe is but one Way to obtain SatiE^dion j that 
is to know the real Sentiments of the great 
Mafters of Life and Philofophy ; who thought 

for tbemfehes^ at the fame time, that they were 
canparing the Opinions of all their Neighbours, 
and particulariy fearching into the Treafures of 
the Eajl. j to know, I fay, their real Sentiments 
of the Rife and Government of the WcM-ld, and 
compare them with the allufive Tale. But how 
is that Knowledge to be attamed ? I hefitate 
a little to anfwer the Qucftion : yet muft 
ingenuoufly tell you, that if you indeed wi(h 
to enter into the Spirit of the early Sages, and 
view their genuine manly Conceptions oi Nature 
and Truth. i if you wifli to feel their elevated 
Genius, and be truly acquainted both with their 
Head and their Heart, you muji of neceffily be 
Majler of their Language. No Interpreter, 
no Commentator, no Copier can fave you from 
this Coiidiiion : Were Mercury himfelf to de- 
fcend at your Prayer, and refume his ancient 
Office, you woa'd receive at beft but faint, often 
falfc, often disfigured Ideas from his Interpre- 
U 3 . tatioo. 
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3 ^ o letters toncerning Myikoiog^. 
LettjfT.tation. What the judicious .Gf/-iA(p/« fcys of 
*-'^" ■'Poetry, holds equally true of cle^nt Profc, and 
indeed morcDrkfepfali kind of Writing; ' That 

* all Attempts to tranflate Verfe in.to a different 
■< Language have always conie fliort of the 

* ■ Beauty of the Original, let ever fo much La^ 

* hour be em(d(y'd, or Abilities fiiewn in the 

* Tranflatlon '.* But all Fable is Poetry^ and 
the trueft Species of it is Fable. In thb, you 
have often heard, the carlicft Authors wrote; 
and even the unfabled Accounts, if I may fo 
fpeak, of the grand Tranladlions of ancient 
Chaos, and the Rife of Things, are, in the Opi- 
nion of a knowing Divine, poetically and enig- 
matically told. ' The Reflections, fays he, that 

* are made in feveral Parts of the divine Wri- 
^ tings upon the Origin of the World and the 
^ Formation of the Earth, feem to me to be 
' writ in a Stile fomething approaching to the 
^ Nature of a prophetical Stile, and to have 
f more of a divine Enthufiafin in them than the 
^ ordinary Text of Scripture; the Expreffions 

* are lofty, and foipetimes abrupt, and often 

* figurative and difguifed ; as may be particu- 
^ larly obfcrved in that beautiful Speech ofWif- 
' dom recorded by Solomon ; which is yet fo ob- 
' fcure, that no two Verfions I have met with 

agree in the Tranflation of that Verfe : — and jt 
• commonly 

' r 'Xoics aqueilos que los LJbros de Verfo quirieron boiler en 
Otra Longja — quilaron mudiode fu natural Valor.: qiicpnr 
Ca)'driiio.r,ue pongin, y H^biljdad que mudtiiin jsmas llegaran 
al panto nue cUos tieuen en fuiprimer nacinuienco. , 

p. {^uix. Lib. I.. i 6. 
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Z^tttrs concerning Mythology* ^ 1 1 
• • commohly happens foin an ^ntbuJUfitc or pro- Lett. 1 7. 
'* phetic'Stile, that by rejtfbn ctf the Eagernafs^—''^'''^ 

* and Trembling of the- F»nc?f, ■ it dots ncit al- 
« ways rcgolarly follow the (ame even Thiiad of 

'-' Dtfcc'urie; Init ftrikes many times upon ibme 

* other Thing that hath Heiationto-it^ or lies 

* under or near the fame View '.' Isit poiBble, 
do yoa think, to underftand the bare Meaoing, 
not to mention the Beauty and Spirit of fuch a 
Way of Writing by Tranjlatims ? No— nor is it 
in many Cafes poffible to make any Tranflaiion at 
all, without lofing not only the Elegance, but 
half the Senfe ; of which there is, fo pregnant 
an Inflance in the Author lately quoted, where 
he explains the various Greek Names of Face, 
that I dare challenge the grcateft Linguift in Eu- 
rope to make it perfe<ftly intelligible to a Perfon 
unfkilled in the Original '. Piafo lays prettily, 
thataPoet isTPiTATOS Ano THS aahqeiae, 
three Removes from Truth, whofe primary ge- 
iiuine ElTence, according to htm, is the divine 
Idea, the ilfodt/ of the Oeation. The vifible 

U 4 Forms 

■ Dr. T. Burnet's Sacred Theory. 

' Otfxa;, Si Tfl\ ANAFKHN «'« aAXfl ti XFj'fffS-w arAnv 
rjxrj (tdv ©EON)' EIMAPMENHN S\ SU t» tlfta « kJ 
XifM aKo}.CToii' nenPOMENHN Si Aa t« wiTrfja- 
7af5«i'B!xv\a,>^j*rilhiv76~;!'Tix-rret^m-jM' x, MOIPAN 
[t\\> d-ri ^a |Cii,uEpi'ir9-zr NEMESIN SI diri rn( txaru 
Ji«v£MflVew(" AAPA2TEIAN Ji dwTraS^Kitii iilixi vs-xv 
K«1a(pmii' AI2AN Sldt',^x,<rxv. Htj 1 KOSMOT. 

In the firlt and (wo laft Names of Fate, I appieliead ths 
^a;hor lo have miftakca ihc Eiymology, 
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Le'*-#;itF<>(n*,«f .Things makeithe firft.6ti!|Xfroih it; 
*-^*^)*#tff jCpnwptionsfOr Ideas bf tiiehi the tond^tiind . 

cepUons, .th« third. A Trtafl^on thoeforel 
muil he a/Reoaovo fwtWc (rfFi »i4 if he vaiy'^d 
the Figiira..:Whtcb he )C&ow>t avoid la Lm- 
guagct of different Gentm,' he mud be ^Jifth 
from Trqth. SUght aod flippery is the Htdd 
of her at. that Dili woe j aed abiurd the Plan 
of fearchijig for^ het in a Tranflation ! For do 
but con&dec ; the greateft Men of Antiquity, 
tho' endow 'd with the fublimeft Underftandings, 
ipent their Lives in Study, with an Application 
and Docility amazing to a Modern. When 
Pythagoras impofcd a leveo Year'j. Silence on 
his Difciples, be told them that he required 
but one half the Time which he had himielf 
Ipent 4mong the Piiefts in Egypt^ (where he 
fubmitted to Circumcijion into the bargain) in 
order to gain Admii,tance into theic Order, and 
participate of their myftical Science. Demxritus 
ipent a long Life, in an unwearied Refearch of 
Truth, under theDirc(3ioa of the C'i6<j/i3<?<j;; Magi, 
the Egyptian Priefts, the TndJafj Gymnofpphifts, 
and oiLeucippus the Grecian I^\i%\iot of the ^/o- 
inic Philofophy. 'Tbet^brajlus b characterized by 
Plutarch tflAHKOOS EITIS AAA02, inquijitivg 
if firr Man was, and continued fuch beyond 
bis ninetieth Year. His Mafter Ai-ijlotle, tho" 
of iuch PcT-.etration as to be called by Plato the 
Genius of Nature, ftudied for twenty Years 
under 
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under the Dicedien of that great; Man, who,l*tt.i7: 
e'er he obtained himfclf thfe Title of the^ ~' 
divine PUhfofber., had been foeccffively the 
Scholartrf Socrates^ oSAreliytas, of EuJoxm and- 
Euryiusnes.T dopblc that time, befides a Voyage 
we ar9 told he made to the grand School of Re- 
ligion and Learnings the Kingdopi of j^^t. Are 
i^Ji Men'5 or their more metaphorical Mafter's 
Sentimenu to he truly and jui^ly learned in 
Tranflations ? Namberleft are the Miftakes 
which I cou'd point out in the moft elaborate, 
authentic, and often revifed Verfions; but I 
fhou'd be unwilling to depreciate well-meant 
Endeavours, whofe Mifcarriage detrafts nothing 
from their primitive Merit. I chuie rather to 
give you a pleafant Inftance of this kind, to 
which I was Witnels myfelf. 

It is not very long fince a Gentleman, who 
did Honour to his Country while he refided at 
Conjlantingple in « public Character, and who 
is now ftill more conlpicnous by his Merit and 
Services, happened in Converfation to mention 
the Subtlety of the Mahpmetan Doflors, the 
Piety and Devotion of their Difctples, and pio- 
digious Extent of their Religion. As he is a 
■ Man of fuperior Knowledge and Probity, his 
way of fpeaking furprized an ingenious Voutii 
who happened to be in tSie Company, and 
awaked a Cujiofity nutural to a voung Mind, to 
iee the Bsfii upon which lb vaft an Kdir.ce 
leaned. He accordingly got a French Tranfiat 
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i,i^'7 of tlic CoRAN by tKeir Conful du Ryer, and 
^••^^^^ at eagerly down to read it. But KeWas artiazcd 
■ beypnd meafure when he cou'd fcarce make out 
'half a Page of common Senle tcigeiher. * ^is 
, * the Foundation, laid he, of a mighty Reli- 
■• gidn f this the Decider of fubtHe Diiputcp ! 

* and Ru!c of refined Morals! Impoffible. 
: c Sir E^i^Vifi'^i i^t^TV^to'be fure 

• knows the Ea^ better than any Man in Bri- 
' tain ; but what can be the Influence of fuch 

' ' Stuff as this ?• 

As ill Luck wou'd have it, an o\^ Latin 
Cor AN fell into his Hands much about the 
fame time, which js utterly unintelligible ; and 
inftead of a Foundation of Faith feems to be 
the Produdion of Madnefs and Immorality. 
This compleated his Aftoni(hment ; particu- 
larly Sura XII. in relating the Hiftory of Jo^ 
feph'% being fold by his Brothers into Egypt, and 
of his Miftrefs's Paffion for him, (who, as her 
befl: Excufe, invited a Sett of Ladies to fte 
him^) there is in that Tranflation an Expreflftin 
about the Women, at his Entrance into the 
Room, too indecent to be repeated ; but at 
which the Tranflator in a marginal Note ex- 
■ claims, O fcedum et obfcmnum ^rophetam ! 
O theobfcene and filthy Prophet! My young 
Gentleman cou'd Hand it no longer : he came 
flying to me with his Tranflation and Amaze- 
ment, which appeared fo painted in his 
LopIb, and Juch Eagernefs to tell it, that I 
cou'd 
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<»u*d fierce hc^r hiqi with tolerable Gravity j.Lett.f{?. 
rior can I yet (hink of it without Laughter. Jn^J^p^^ 
end however I took pqt the Book, viewM tl?e 
Verfe, and aflured him there was neither Trace 
nor Vcftige of fuch an Expreflion ^ in, tjie 
CoR^; but on the contrary a very' modeil 
Term that fignifies to prize highly^ of greai^y 
commend. Then looking here and there thro' 
the pretended Tranflation, I found, it did npt 
deferve the Name ; and recemmended to him 
a new one done by a modeft Jearned Man * of 
equal Capacity and Candour, and v^ho, for the 
Honour of our Country, I wifli had met with 
the Encouragement due to his Merit. This la- 
tisfied my young Friend in part ; to do it 
nvhoily, and to let him lee that ihat Book, which 
we juilly think replenished with Folly, may yet 
be the Objed of Admiration, and almoft Ado- 
ration -f- of greater Numbers of Mankind than 
any Book extant, as indeed it is, I read to him, 
from an Eajiem Author, the Story of a deep 
Remorfe and high Profeflion of Repentance it 
once produced in a Royal Breaft. 
, The powerful King of Carifme^ poffcffed 
of the fineft Countries of the Eajl, (the ancient 
Perfia, Media and Parthia, and the mighty 
Traft lying to the ^ft and South of the Cajpi^n 

5.ea 

» Mr. G. Sale. 
■ f The ortliotiiix M.,J!e^i believe the Ci-> k a n to be eternal 
and oncrcarcd ; i.,-.viniT been writ from cvfrlalling on the fime 
Tnble by Gc.i's 'fhror.e lli.il conuins the divine ivrcvcrfiye De- 
creos, whence thi; A;igtl Ga/w/ copied it, aiid a: projiet icufons 
brought it to liIa'iMi:i. 
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L£tt.i7» Sea all the way to India) had connived at a 
H-y-r' barbarous Murder committed agaioft the I^aw 
of Nations in the Perfon of an Ambaflador from 
the great Genghis-can, and a Caravan "of Mogol 
Merchants put craelly to death in his Capital. 
That Northern Conqueror, bred in Hardfliips^ 
the School of Heroes, iiTuing from the Moun- 
tains of Tartary, with the Ppfterity of thefe 
fierce Nations that fortnerly ravaged, and novy 
poflefs ^a and Europe^ had extended his Fame 
and Power over a great Part of the Eaft : But 
Suit an Me H MED King of Carifme^ elated 
with a Grandeur built upon die Ruin of the 
Khalifs^ the Seljuc Sultans, and later Grecian 
Empire, defpifed Gengis-can and his rude Mo~ 
goh. ' What tho', faid he to his Generals, 

* they have vanquifhed fome barlrarous Pagan 

* Nations, unfkilled in military Arts ; they fhall 

* find they have now to deal with different Peo- 

* pie, the brave generous Mujfubnen^ vcricd in 

* War, who have conquered Fars ", and all the 

* reft of Iran ^i and whom no Nation, not 

* the moft warlike in y^a, has yet been able 

* to withftand : Let us go and teach the rafh 

* Tartar the DliFerence between Us and the 
' Pagan Barbarians he has vanquifhed.' 

• The Generals obey'd : the Sultan's Sangiac'' 

* was reared: the great Trumpet the Kerrena 

* founded ; the Mangalay " marched : the Ar- 
' lilies met in the Plains of Caracou. A terrible 

* Battle 

"PtRStA. 'HiRCAN-lA. 

2 The Royal Saadart. « Tlie V aBguard. . 
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•Battle was fought} which lafted from Sun-Lett.17. 
* riling till Darknefs covered the Earth ^ j' and^""*"*"^ 
tho' the King of Carijme^ and the noble Prince 
Gelal-addin his Son, both did Wonders of Va- 
lour, yet on that fetal Day, of three hundred 
thouland fighting Men they loft one hundred • 
and fixty thouland, and the Vidlory. It was 
then that Suhan Mehmed, ftript of his vaft 
Dominions, was forced to fly before the Mi^ol- 
Conqueror : and purfucd from City to City and 
Fwtrefs to Fortrefi, he wandered thro' Defarts^ 
until he arrived with a thin Retinue at a little 
obfcure Town upon the Banks of the Gajpian 
Sea. Here the once haughty and now humbled 
Prince regularly affiftcd at the public Devotion, 
which a poor Imam performed in a mean 
Mofque at the 6vc ftated Hours of Prayer ; and 
one Day hearing the Coran read, and Juftice 
and Mercy recommended, his Heart melted, 
he burll into Tears, and made many ardent. 
Vows to Heaven ; promifing in a loud Voice, if 
God would deliver him from the Dangers 
hanging over his Head, and re-eftablilli him in 
the Throne of his Kingdom, that he wou'd re- 
ligioully thenceforth keep the Law, and govern 
his People with Equity and Mildneis. 

I never ^w deeper Attention than the curbus. 

Youth gave to this Story, tho' brokenly read 

from ih^EaJiern Author: butas the ImpiciBcn 

. was lifeewife very deep which the Abfurdity of 

the 
' Asut-CAiK, the Hiftorian't owD Wordj. '• 
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tcfctii^AheTrannations and Difference of jl^n^^rj had 
'^^^^v'^^^piadeupoh "him,, I,found it fqrfher ncpeffary tc\ 
teli him, that tho' the Coban, -s being ^Wn- 
f/^^a/Zk- founded upon Talmudkal SlorieSj and 
next upon mr Scriptures mijutrderftood^ was 
interfperfed with palpable Ridicule, yet the 
general Defign of it being to unite the three 
predominant but confufed Religions at that 
time, Zabians^ J^'^l, and heretical Cbrijiiam 
in the Knowlege of cne fupreme God, and one 
iimple Worfhip *, it was no wonder, in the 
Circumftances of the Prophet and his People, 
that it fl^ould obtain Belief. To convince 
him of this, I aiked leave to give him a faiot 
imperfeft Idea of one Part of its Doflrine 
upon the mofl fublime of z\\ Subjects, the 
Dei TV. 

" God! There is no other God befides 

" him. He it is who lives, fclf-exiftent for 
*• ever and ever. He it is whom Sleep can never 
" feize, nor Slumbers approach. To him be- 
*' longs whatever the Eanh contains j whatever 
" the Heaven furrounds: and ivho, againft his 
** Will, dares intercede for the Crime of another? 
*' He, and He alone knows all things j pre* 
" fent and to come ; while Mortals know no- 
•' thing but what his Pleafurc reveals. The 
" Extent of his Throne outmeafures Heaven 
" and Eaith : the Pi-efcrvation of all they con- 
;".tain is no trouble to Him. i/f is God, the 

'■■-!*¥';' 

• GoLius in Append, ad Gram. T. Eritmi. ' 

oogic 



'^ hfty oneand the great \ ; " — and after .r^p^Lett, i^ 
it nearly iri this manner, I affured the^'yopriB^-arsi 
Gendeman, as' I do you, that how n6b^^^ 
exalted focve^ the Defcription may appear, « is 
but a dim Shadow of the Energy, Majefty, andf 
ComprehenGon of the Original. ' .''.,. 

If the Ideas then and forcible ExprefTions of ' 
an illiterate ^rtfi (for fuch was Ma&omet). ad- 
mit of no adequate Tranflation, what Chance 
muft the deep Conclufions and refined chafte 
Conceptions of an elegant Grecian, or allegorical 
Thcologue have to be genuinely reprefented in 
a foreign Dialedt ? Undeceive yourfelf, my 
Friend ! Refolve to go to the Fountain-Head, 
if you purpofe to drink of pure untainted Know- 
ledge. TA^rf plunge into the Stream, and take 
a Draught fufficient to quench a noble Thirft. 
The Socratka Charta ' in particular, which 
explain 

— ^iJ P atria debitum, el quid Amid s; 

What to our Country and our Friends is due; 

and teach us that Sapere, that IVifdom and 

Senfe which Horace iays is the' Source of fine 

Writing ', are not to be learned in tranllated 

, Scraps. You muft, in the fame Author's Phrafe, 

Sccraticfs madere Sermofiihus—* throughly ini- 

; bibe the Socratic Doctrines,' e'er ■ you be 

..adrailtetj to view the Goddefies Virtue and 

iSciENCi' ia the fincft Drefc they have yet 

-, : n " ) t '\ appeared 

' + Coram. W H. 
^ ;■ Soi'r<«jV Writings J meaning PLATo, XevophiJn, Ceses 
ind EscHiNs's.Wwlfs/ ■ > D6. Arw Poetitl. 
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Lttt.i7appwfccImioDgMen, Mean time Til give yoU ft 
*—»i^*J Glance of themUpoQ the lame Subjedl, the fatal 
Sifters, (which liJoewifc includes the Dodrine 
<rf" TraoimigraiJon ) to rajfc Jour Defire of 
farther Enjojfra«rt. Ctju'd I find Englijh Terms 
equivalent to the Eloquence of the Man whofe 
cbofcn Langosge was to be the Patwrn of the 
^jeech of the Gods, I fbou'd make no doubt 
of its having the defined EffiaS ; at prefent you. 
muft be contemcd with 1117 gooi Intentions, 
and accept the Tranflati<Hi, if it be but bare!/. 
intell^iUe. 

AssooN as the Soul, lays an old Grecian Tta-' 
dhion, is feparated from the Body by Death, it 
takes its Flight towards its next Manfion ; and 
firft arrives at a folemn facred Region, where 
the Earth opens in two great Chafms, and op- 
pofite to them, the Heaven in other two, con- 
tiguous to one another. Betwixt thefe fit the 
"Judges of Men, who pafe Sentence upon all 
that arrive, and according to its Import, dircdl 
the Souls of the Jujl to take their way by one 
of the heavenly Paffages, and thofe of the Unjujl 
to feck the neihermoft of the infernal Roads i 
leading to the Place of Punifhment deftined 
for Tyrants, Traitors, Murderers and Oppreffors; 
but whicji is chiefly filled with Princes who 
abufed an abfolute Power. The judged Souls 
therefore immediately pals thro* one of the 
earthly, or o}2e of the heavenly Paffages, and 
depart for tkcir reipcdlve Abodes : and thro* 

M 
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tbfc other two they as conftantly arrive at the Let. 17. 
iPlacc where the Judges fit. Ti.ofe who rife'"-'*— ^ 
out rf the eartbfy Gulph^ come there in 
wretched Plight, full of Filth and Mire; but 
tfaofe who defcend the ceiejlial Road, appear 
bright and pure> hke' their Habitation : Both 
fcem to be newly arrived from a long Journey, 
and With great Complacency go in a Body and 
lodge in a Mead: There they ^ialute as old 
Acquaintance, and enquire at one another their 
feveral Adventures; thofc from under the Earth' 
alking about the Things in Heaven, and the 
heavenly Guefts the Tranfaftions below. The 
former in relating their Fate, weep and wail 
at the Remembrance of all the Mifery they 
&w and fuffered in their infernal Progrefs of a 
thouiand Years j and the latter tell with Rap- 
ture their high Enjoyments, and Sights they 
law of ineffable Beauty. 

After having been feven Days in the Mead, 
,tbe Souls muft remove on the eighth j and 
making a Journey of four more, they arrive at 
a Place, whence they difcover sijireigbt Body 
pf Light, as if were a Column, reaching thro' 
Heaven and Earth, nearly refembling the Jr«, 
but more pure and refptendent : At this they 
arrive in one Day more, and behold the Ex- 
tremities of the Band of Heaven, braced to the 
Middle of the Column ; for this Light is the 
Band of Heaven, embracing and keeping firm 
its whole Circumference, lik-e the under-gird- 
X ing 
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Lct.17.ing of s,. Galley. Dependent frojji.-.iis ^O^b 
*— V— hangs the Spindle of Necemity, .vihicfa wijh 
its eternal Twirl makes 9U thcceleAiaJ ^rbs 
to circumydve ; her Difiaff, with its i£wj^ 
are of Adamant, and her VV birl 4. Coixipoua^ 
of this and other Materials ; its Form, the iaia« 
with thofe u(ed on Earth, but fuch its iat£r<^ 
nal Mechanifm, that within the great outer 
Whirl, which is hollow and perforated, lies 
Juil fuch another, but le& ; and in the fam^ 
manner a third and fourth, and io forth to the 
eighth, like Neils of Boxes fitted to one ano-; 
ther, being in all eight concave Spheres, lying 
in Circles one within another, whofe. Edges; 
appear abov6, but make the external Super- 
ficies of one fingle Sphere around ihtS,pndl£\ 
which pafiTes clear through the Middle, of thp 
eighth and innermoil.— By the Twirl of. the 
everlafting Spindle, the whole is carried round 
in the iame Circumvolution; but while it cir- 
cumvolves, the fcven inner Spheres move gently 
round in a contrary Dire^ion : Of thefc the 
eighth revolves with the greatcft Velccity j 
next to it, and equal with one another, th<; 
fevcnth, fixth, and fifth ; the third appear» 
to follow the {ame Courfe with the fourth, the 
fourth with the third, and fifth with the fe- 
cond, 

THN. I jnal^c no doubc bai \.i\i= mull ei:her have been, ia 
Elcspe in liie great Fhilofopber, or, v.hich ii moie pn^ble, iht 
ilar.dcrof a Cofift; for the Senie rcijuires it flioaJd be vtft 
t^ aTPakTON, and i liave tranlUttd it «c«ndingly. 



c»nd; ztiA tbe Spindle, ■with allitsOrbs^ tur'm'Lti.iji 
upon the Knees of NecessitV". ' '.. '' 

Along with evciy Sphere is carried aloft a 
Syren, w'ho utters one-unvaried fimpic Note, 
tut from whofe compofition with the reft, be- 
ing eight in all, there refalts a perfeil Har- 
mony. Bcfides thefe, there fit round the 
Spiraile, at equal Diftanccs, each upon her 
Throne, the three Fates, Daughters of Ne- 
cessity, jitropos, Lacbefiiy and Clotho, ar- 
rayed in white Apparel, with Garlands on their 
Heads, and finging'in Concert with the Me- 
lody of the Syrens ; Lacbejis^ the Pafl j Clotho, 
^e Prefenti and Atroposj things to come, 
Clotbo, at times laying her right-hand upon 
the Whirl, drives round the outer Sphere, in- 
termitting her Ailion : Atropos^ with her left, 
jidoes the fame to the inner Spheres : And La^ 
ebejis, with either Hand, pufhes round fomc- 
times the one, and fometimes the other. 

Arrived at this Place, the Souls go ftieight 
to Lacbejis^ when a certain Prophet firft di- 
vides them into Claftes ; and^ then taking out 
of iiifift^' Lap, Lots a^nd^ Patterns of Life, 
he fteps up to an exalted Throne, and pro- 
claims. Thus fayeth Lacbefis (Aloitment ) the 
Child of Necessity, Te tranfient Souls ! here 
is the beginning of a new Period, ending in 
Death tofbe mortal Race: Defiiny Jhall not 
draw Lets for yca^ but you Jhall chooje a Def' 
tiny for yourfelves -, wbofo Lot is firfi^ let bim 
X2 Jirfi 
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Let. 17.//)? choofi his Life J "which once cbofiny hem§f _ 
' — '^~~^ of necejity kadt But Virtue is' free to dtti 
which, as every one prizes or de^tfes, more or 
kfs of it Jholl be his Share j the Blame he ' on the 
Choice^ and God he free! And fcaving thus 
fpokc, he fcaiters abroad the Lot?, and each 
takes up that which falls by Fiim, not being 
permitted by the Prophet to touch any but his 
own well-known Number. Thca the Pat- 
terns of all the various Kinds of Lives that art 
lived upon Earth, are fet in order before them, 
many more than the Souls that are to choofc • 
There you have the Lives of all foiiso{\Ani~ 
Mais, and all the forts of Lives led by Men. 
There you have Kingfliips and Sovereignties, 
fome lafting for Life, others cut fhort in the 
Middle, and ending in Eeggary and BanJflt- 
meni. There are the Lives of Men celebrated 
for their Beauty and Comelinefe, for their 
Strength, Bravery, and glorious Toils, for their 
high Defcent and illullrtous Anceftors; and 
of Women in the fame manner : But there is 
no Diftindtion or Claffing of Souls, bccaufe of 
the Nccefli'y there is that the Soul ihould 
cirange- according to the Life it choofcs, and 
tbefe arc infinite in Number, varied and mixed 
with the Extremes of Poverty and Riches, 
Sickncfs and Health, and with all their intcr- 
nisdiate Degrees. i-^ 

And here indeed is the grand Danger, the 

Point that requires our prime Care, how-to 

poflpoiic 
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fkrfkpone eveey other Science, and, if poflibIe,Let.i7.. 
learn this fufH-eme of Arts, H(m to dtfcern (?'— ■""^ 
goy? wa-tbf htfifrom an tgtwant mcked one^ 
aiid make our Choice accwdin^y. For this 
Purpofe we ought, while in this World, feri- 
ouflycon0der what is tfecrf(7/,f^<i/w of the 
Things moft coveted in it? Beauty of Perfon, 
Strength, Wealth, Power, Honour, and high 
Birth, and what Eflvds they produce either 
iingly, or intermixed and compounded with 
ibme of their Contraries ; and whenabout ito 
leave it, we ought to fct out on our Journey 
to the Grate, with this Opinion bound to us 
as with an adamantine Chain, That Virtue « 
Happinefs, and Vice Mifery^ in all their Rc' 
^eBs and Tendencies ; left poffibly our Mind 
flioilld even there be ftnlck with the Dcfire of 
Pomp, and fuch other dazzling Evils as fu- 
preme Power, Ufurpation, and illegal Gran- 
deur, for whofe fakes Men make irreparable 
fcavoc of thoir fellow-creatures, and fuffer 
yet worfe Tortures themfelves. On the con- 
trary, we ought to flick to the middle Life, 
and fly the Extremes on either hand, both iii 
this mortal State, and in that which fucceeds 5 
for this is the Happinefs of Man. 

And now, tbe various Models and Manners 

of Life being ranged in Order, fo as every . 

Soul may chufe in its Turn, the Prophet agaih 

. proclaims,' • "The lajl by Lot, ifhewi/ely choofe, 

-, * and worthy li'Ve, may ajj'ure kimjelf of a 
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1^.17/ happy Uffi^twimtjvi-e {itneiAtn<tbi.^/^im 
^^■ v —'''. order bt car^s,^fafi^ tafi Vicj^wrn' Tl»&- 
the ScAiI advanced to wfaom the/^^Lot-:hadi 
falleni and cho& the greattjl Kin^mi hat^ 
through SenfEiaHty Hod Follf did not fiifficUT 
cfltly confide the Cipcumftancds of the Cfa6iOT^ 
nor p6ieeive that it was identabty accompaniecK 
with Extirpation of hU Family^ eatii^ bis^ 
Children, and other execrable Deeds; where- 
fore viewing it at -'more leifure, the Soul wb- 
confcmnded, and made a hideous Outcry, ne»-~ 
ther abiding by its Choice, nor the Con(y^n«i 
fixed by the Prophet, nor taking Blameto it^ 
felf, but loudly accufing the Gods, ^nd Forw 
tune, and every thing^ rather than its owtt 
Folly. The Soul vim made this wretched' 
Choice, was of the Numbered thofe who had 
oonw lafl: from Heaiven, and who had lived its 
former Life in a regular well-governed State*, 
where it had acquired the Habits of Virtue by 
meer Cuftem, without Reafin or Pidk^by^ 
and of that Ibrt who come from Heaven, mu a 
few are catched tn wrong Choices, as having- 
never taftcd Mlfcry j whereas the far gnat»' 
part of thofe who come from the Earth, havet 
both fufFered themfelves, and fecn the SoJler" 
ings of others, and are in no Hurry to xtsdsa 
their Choice ; by which Means a Rotation of! 
Happinefs and Mifery prevails among the Sbnlii^> 
to which the Chance of their various Lots iik«^ . 
wifis 

* A Touch, as I conceive, againfl Crcit snd Lattdtmn^ 

ivG<-H)^lc 



sAwkfs, wiKtt:*hey■;cofile^il^to *bftWe(i|d,jre9k*— •'-^^ 
iti> earaen: after'Wi^iOfli^ If .^ttbe ieme tim^ 
dnkLot do not h^^atp be.tbe h^^ that 
Persia muft ftanda fair CbanGC n<ft only to 
live tuppjly on Earth, but in |;oiiig and cooih 
icg, newr to travd the black infernal Ro«d,. 
bit only the fmoMh c^ftial Way. 

It is an entertaining Sight to fee how tbo 
feveral Souls pick oot their di£Ferent. Lives, a 
Sight both piteous, and ridiculoue, and Araoge i 
becauie, £ix the moftpart* they make thetc 
Choice from fome odd Circuoiitaooe of theii> 
ibrmer Life. Thoie ytau may ice, for Exam- 
jrie, the Soul that once.- animated the famous 
Orpbeut, making choice of the Life of a Swan, 
tiuo(^ -Hatred of the Sex that qtuelly mur- 
dered him, and Dhdain bnog again born of « 
Woman. TiEwmyrrj, the Poet and Mufickn, 
c^fe.'tfae Life of a Nightingale; and Suam, 
a(id otben of tte amjcal Tribe, exchangc4 
tiloirformer ^t the State of Men. A remark- 
4bit Sdu]» tbat of ^Jax the Son of 1ekm»n^ 
letiiftd to. renve . a Man, from a Memory of 
ht» Di^ace iA the Judgment of the ArioSk 
and cdiole the Life of aXrf'm. After him, Aga-^ 
memmti%- Sbiidc, advanced to chufe ^ and that 
Ac might not be ag^ murdered by a Spoufe, 
bs preferred tbfi L>fe <^.afi £a^k. Atalanta^ 
iamed for .her Spfsei^ happening about the 
Middle of the Choice to fpy the Honours de. 
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368' Letters ciikk?i)i)^ Mfibth^*"^ 
Lct^i7.ftined to as O^iM^/f Wl^Mer, covlditiot'pift: 
' ''■ 'by «, but cMfethe athletic Ijfe ofi MaMir. 
Oh the cOntrstry, tfte Son of PatKpmt^ ^fa»' 
the Meclianie, preyed the NxweDf ta in^i 
vAjire aftificMl Womnii, ymimg cbrism 
Webs, and contrintig new Patterns of Notdl*? 
; work. -Iherfitis, Ac BaflpoD, took op witK 
the Life and Manners of a Monkey : And hA 
of all the Saul of Ae <xlebratcd Vfyjis «d- 
Tancing to chafe, and Fccoile^mg all the Fm 
tigucsand Dangers he had fbrmeriy andcr- 
gone, and wHTiing now ffir Refpite froqi tha 
Toils of Ambition, a|id Rifque« of Battle^ 
^ent a great t^hile abbut looking for the X<oC 
<jf a prirate, obfcute, unoccupied Mao. ThS* 
with Difficulty it at laft found thrown Cacao- 
where afide, and defpifed by all the reft) and 
taking it fondly up, folcmnly affimwd, thaft 
had its Lot beeri firft in Order, and at ,fuU 
Liberty to pick out among them all, tbis Life 
it would have chofe, and none othdr. 

Of the other Animals, in the JameMantwri 
jnafiy wfentinto the human Nature^ and aaaj 
into thf different Species of their own, Ibe 
Cruel and Ravenous into the If rtf, and.tlw' 
Harmlifs and Gentle into the Tame, making 
all the Mixtures and Combinations imaginablc,;^^ 
Biit when the Choice is over, and evety.SMl 
has got the Life it is to live, they all piocetd 
iii' order to Lachejts, who appoints ft Gtlmii 
(0 ea^h, the guardian of the Life theyi tHiftJ 

^ -■ mi 
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.dcii'AQ^^ttfy VA^i' b^ Haod, vid from the 
ilwi of t^ iMWBt Twirl of her Spindle, the. 
F<alO 4h«y ejected fordieir own., After they 
JMW brsA touched }>^ it, hf next kad^ them 1:9 
idiia Thfioad pf .^/r0/«, giving an irrevocsdtle 
Coition to tJieDwieff of G(lirf(6ff. From hence, 
9vi«hpu$ ooce looJEiflg back, they all pals di- 
redly upder /^ 7£r«ttf «/* Necessity, and 
tbrmgb it th^£9< When all are palled, they 
iSftTC^, together in fultry fuilbcating Heat to 
iimPkin c^OrlivioNi a naked dreary Rct 
giilB, without Tree ot a^y Thing produced bj 
£lArdi, and there they eacatnp by the Banks of 
th^, River iacmf^rji, whoib Water no YtSs\ 
fan .hold' Of this every one mull drink a cer** 
tun Meafiirej and thoik who are not favfd 
froflu it by Undorfianding, drink mprc than 
oifilt^^ while whpibever drinks forthwith, 
forgets eyery thing, and falls aUeep. But about 
l^idn^ht Thunders begin to break — Earth- 
qttakes enfue. aad eyery Soul is of a fudden 
Iweried aloft, and iome one way, ibmc antH 
ther, fhoot like Seuq into a new Birth. 

Trt your Tafte, my Friend^ by thefc alle- 
g&rical Imager of the Riie and various Periods 
of. Mortality. If you can read this long Let- 
fH-iwith Pleafiire, J pronounce yoii no mean 
^ft6c*eqt in Mythology } apd if the latter 
1^: pf it ^ive y!9U [>afticu)ar Satisfa£ti<Hi, I 
Aould 
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J^Ui;iid)(»i1d l^tnk my 9taiis?mll<plfi[cedj'i9n<d eatA 
fc^^^ *^ gtatototc yea •an'. a^i^^icr^ Attxininei^ '. ASiSi 
fblve ise, in the mtea'ftne,. firom my AvmUir 
^i^^phaxun^H^td'-MTtd iBmtihavi' or any 
otter Alkgory 1 vhofirai uftdttAaods the Doc^ 
viae of the Ft^s,. fan a Key to tlie better part 
of the jmcient BniUeim. l*el me theK£>r« 
conclude with tellmg you two Things aboit 
this Relation of the invifible World. Firft; 
that the Philofophtf does not tell it as origi- 
nally his own, but makes his Mafter {Socrates^ 
repeat it as ft Story told by one Eros a Pampby~^ 
Han, who being wounded in a Battle, lay nine 
Days for dead on the Field, and the Carcafles 
beginning to putrify, was found found on the 
tenth, and carried home to be buried. Two 
Days thereafter being laid on the funeral Pile; 
he came to Life after having been twelve Days 
dead, and related to his Friends all his Soul 
bad feen in its Progrefs while dillodged from 
the Body. Next, that this Relation concludes 
his Body of Politics^ as his Timaus, or Hiftory 
of the Creation, introduces his Laws-j being 
both employed as powerful Reftraints from 
Vice, and Perfuafives to the Praftice of Piety 
and Virtue. Nor can 1 refuie myfelf the Plea- 
fore of obfcrving, in favour of a more refined 
Theology, that the Dodlrine of the Ancients 
about their Gods, that is, of the Creatioit, and 
its conftitucnt PartSi generally leads to the 
happy Idea of one fitfreme eternal Being, 
from 
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Letters emcermng Mytioltig^, gjj 
fram 'whom all Things firib ifang, tt\i vAftttit.Ijt 
fica piU^ andnow pidervtstfanninCMeti («;« 
when It has no fuch TsiukiK^: it isaOhild 
bom by Supciiiidon to wild fancy, 6iU ofci'ufe 
€}onceptions, wbidi only SBrnfe without i^ 
Anifting. W I s D a M never yet oontf ived d 
Worid without a GOD, all-mighty, aH-boun. 
tseus, allvwife at the Center. May Votr, 
My Friend! always fo reafon, and fo live, aa 
to think of him with Pleaftte ! 

lam, fiff. 
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LETTER XVIII. 

Let.i8iT N good ^rneft, it wouM fcem I have cut 
'"'v-^^J^ out mfocc Work for myfelf than I waft 
aware, and raifed an inquifitive Spirit, whioh 
J cannot wifli entirely to lay^ though I find it 
will coft me fome Pains to feed and keep it 
quiet. It is indeed a natural and noble Curi- 
ofity, after hearing fb much of the Allegory 
and Imagtay in which the Ancients wrapt theb 
Opinions concerning the Rife of Things and 
Creation of the World, to enquire lehat t6efi 
Opinions reallywere whenjiript of their Cover-> 
ings f and an obvious Connexion, to take, as 
you have done, another Step, and i&i Vfbetber 
they vserefalft or true ? 

To anfwer the laft^ would be to write upon - 
the mod abftrufe Parts of Metapbyfics and no* 
tur(U Fbilofopby : a Taik I hope you will di£- 
penle with my undertaking, upon fo eafy 
Terms as telling you, that I believe they were 
neither abfolutely true nor Jalfi^y but mxed^ 
jwrt Trutbt and part Faljhood^i and as for 
the ref>, let me only remind you of the cau- 
tious Plan of the Jewi/h Education *!■ : ii> fir 

I 

* Vera funt qasE loqunntur Poetae, fed obtentu aliquo, 
^lecie^uc velau. Lactant. Lib. I. Cap. II. 

+ * In our Schools natural Tkikfnphy is to be learned from 
' the fidh Chaptar of Genifis ; upon whicli account it ii called 

*■ tbe.Stiii/j.Bf the ff^ork of Citatiep; wliich being incumbered 
' viitb 



Letters concsmmg Mythology ^ j5^ 
I'can foundly direct you, on qoaditioQ thatLet.iS. 
you afk no farther : For fhould yoo next dc- '— ^r-^ 
fire to know what "RfiiAi^ vrhat Fatber, what 
jinnotator you muft take for your Teacher or 
Rierspbant, I muft ftop fiiort, and declaremy- - ^ j 
ftlf nota little at a k^ to whom-I should pre- - -- 
ferably recommend you, 

H o W the private Inftru^rs among the 
yevDSf acquit themlelves of their arduous Tafk» 
is not perhaps worth enquiring ; but the moft 
knowing of their Writers have taken difierent 
Roads, and explained many Things epp^tafy 
to one another '. The fame Fate has anendcit 
the learned Modems who have undertaken to 
adapt the fliort Hints we have of natural 
Things in holy Writ, to the Prindples of Phi- 
lofophy that prevailed in the feveral Ages in 
which they lived. Thefe Attempts were p«i>- 
ticularly frequent in the beginning of this, and 
end of the laft Century, when Knowledge of 
every kind ftreamed like Light through the 
weftcm World ; while others, who imagined 

that 

* with great Difficulties, is not wont to be publickly npltiiwl, 

' but only in private to the Party thit defires it. As for Mfta- 
'' phyjici, neitlier is this Study to be otherwifc attained to, it bt- 
' joggtoonded upon the firiL Chapter of £aziiV/, which is look'd 

• upon as no lefs difficult, and therefore not Co be explained but 

■ with the lilce Caution." Is. Abend an a. Pelity eftbi Jews: * 

■ ' The JevA^ Climmentaries are of three forts : i . Li/ira/t 
fach as thofe writ by the Carraim, that by R. Ben-MtUe, and a 
veiy few others. 2. Attegsricel and mural; fuch as TarcArj, 
'U.amhaii%, and the far greater Hart of their Writers. 3. KaHa-f 
Vfiicat and nnferloas ; fuch as the ^cfhir Jetxirah, or Book of ■ 
Creation of R. Mibak, the Zuiar of R . Simefn Brt-yeehai, mi' 
all the Sifiri and (heir BiHrim, i. e, Ulufiraiinni, or Sob-eom- 
Aeaurin.- 
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lMet.i'9;'t6dt the current OpmionG could iiot be & i^l 
»**v^rtw*«/lW with the facred Doarine, and who 
ftp that Reafon believed them to be /e^^" 
thought jt ^dvifaWc to frame a nena Pbi^^ " 
^, 'thac wotdd better quadrate with the re- 
cdred Syftetn. With ^e fame Views one 
very lately endeavoured to extrafi a Set of 
Frlncipltti by a fbrt of Kabbala founded upon 
'Letters and a new Function, which fhould 
at once confirm our Belief, and highly im- 
prove our natural Knowledge. Yet all this ' 
Variety of di&rent Methods, and d^eroit 
Interpretations, neither derogate* from the Au- 
tbtfity of the primitive Dodtrine, nor is it any 
realbn why fome me t^ \t% GXoStVx^ fbould 
not have hit upcm the Truth. 

It is true, fuch Attempts have been made 
dire^ly contrary to the Advice of the pious 
Lord Feruiam: 'The greatcft Caution, he- 
■ lays, fiiould be ufed againil a Mixture (^ 

* Superftition and Tbfoli^ : It fpreads wide 

* Corruption through Philofophy, and does 

* Mifchief both to SyAems and their Parts: 

* For the worft of Things is Error deijed^ 

* which ought to-be regarded not as a HefeS^ 

* b.ut as a Pe/i of the Underftanding when at- 

* .tended with groundless Veneration. Yet fome" 
*of the Moderns have, with the utmoft Le- 

* vity, fo far indulged thcmfclves in this lilu- 

* fion,. as to endeavour to found a natural 
^ 'Pbikfophy_ upon the firft Chapter of Gene- 
si^ 
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'■■mi «hc Book of Jo», andpjhtr J!arjS;0f »l*^t.»Srt 
fjviy Scriptureis prcpoftariwrily feaKbiflgrfoft'«=c^ 
" t^w; Uftii among the LmpgJ A FoUy . thci 

* !mbpr to be reftrained, bepaofe froo) t^ ua-ij 
■ wholfbme Mixture of Things bum*n and <£- .; 

* 'Vine^ allies oot only a faataflic Philofophy, , 
•but an heretical Religion. 'Tis therelorc thc^ 
« imoft ialutary Method to apl^y ■F'wVA only.: 

* ^ in Matters that to Faith belong \' 

Wb accordingly iee fome of the wiicfl Men, 
thofe who heft underftand the real Interefbaf . 
Religion, who have moft promoted it by theiri 
Writii>gs, and &d(»ned it by their Lives, take: . 
a.iijuitp dififeKnt Courfe', They fix the doc'. 
I^ipita between Faith and Phiiofophy : Tbey j 
are at pa'ins to fliew, that the great Ends pro- 
pofed by the former, could be better coinp^- 
fed, and its great Ob)c^ more properly repre*. . 
Tented in a p9puiar than a pbiloJhplHcai Strain » : 
and with con^rehenfive Views, and enlarged ' 
Heatis^ have at once reverenced Troth, re- 
moved Objeftions, and done .Honour to thck - 
Frofeilion.- Difference of Opinion there h43. 
bei^n, and wjU be while there' are Mm ; and 

the 

^Orgamwm Moy.. Psrf. II, Aphor. 6;. 

' See Dr. Sauukl Claeki's Dmonjlrmiiw, t«.. Part II. . 
tyt;%vri.t*.'tAHtihgj,tK. Dr. A. A. S.ki's Prindflti. Dr< 
ffcf, and Trt»t\fiM Dmonlaii. Dr. T. Burhbt's Sacnd . 
Ttioty, B»k IT Cli 8. and St«-t Cnfidiratkn of the Exctp- 
tv9 ugainlt it. Pr. Pokstik's U/t/uhu/s, &c. in the Inrto- ' 
SiiCTioM ; imd hear the great Chrii lan Critic i nt ^ 'Oixe- , 

■i f>aitfSMT<)'T«i Tur Iff ^a^H Vftg-iiwTm mwtriixafi' rirsc ci •fTai, ' 
«*tf. a. 
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LctjiS.the more abftrufe the Subjefl, the wider tfctf 
' Difiference : Bui that does not MWer the G&td 
and the tFife of every Age, from perceiving^ 
which Side has the greatfeft Tendency to pro- 
mote Piety and Virtue, and befriending it to 
the utmoft of their Power. 

Your ^rfl Queftion, What were the reat 
Opimons of the Ancients concerning the' Crea- 
tion of the World, though not quite fo knotty, 
has yet its own Intricacy. They were very 
various, and, like the Moderns, went widely 
afunder, when they came to enter into any 
Detail. The beft View I can give you of 
them, is firft from a venerable Pbenician 
Fragment that is faid to have ftript the an- 
cient Cofmogonies of Fable, in order to tell 
plain hiftorical Truth j and next from the Py- 
thagork Doftrine concerning the Creatiori, ex- 
plained and refined by the Mailer and Mode^ 
. of Athenian Ingenuity. 
, There are few Remains of Antiquity more 
famous, than the Comments and Controverfie» 
of Critics have rendered a Fragment of a Pbe- 
mcian Hijfory tranflated into Greek. It is 
preferved by Eufebius in his Preparation for 
the Proof the Gofpcl, and contains, or prc- 
teftds to contain, like the Theogonies of the old 
Legiflators, the original Belief of the P^benici— 
ans concerning the Creation, or more properly 
the Formation of the World, the Birth of the 
Gods, and Invention of Arts, extraiicd by 
San- 
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L,eiters dftcermng Mytho^y, . 537 
iSANCHUNiATHON tbc Sou of TuABiOKi firJlLct.iS* 
from the hieroglyphical Books of 7i?aa/, the ^"T^^ 
' primeval Archives. of Egypt, an4 then from 
die other Fhenician Records. It is pity it 
&oidd have reached us in fuch cxtreAK Difor- 
der \ mangled, intopolated, and in Oiort^ fucb 
as we might exped fo abftrule'a Piece coming 
to us ^t.jifth hand* For I. T^aut, the lo- 
vcnter of Letters, and firft Recorder among 
Men, wrote that Part of it relating to the Rife 
of Thii^Sj in Signs or lacred Sculpmres''. 
II. Tbcfe S^ns and Records were compiled 
by the Priefti, and embodiea^with the other 
Books of the Pbenician Tfaeolidigy. III. Sah- 
CHVNIATHON the Son of Thabion extrad- 
ed it from the Phemcian Records and Books 
oitaaut * by 'cenje^ure from the facred Cba- 

* r alter Sf md Marks wbicb bis Sagacity found 

* «tf, t9 eniigbten us, intermixing it witb bis 

* Gwn Allegories \' IV. Philo, a Native of 
Bybhs, tranllated it from the Pbenician of 
Sancbuniatbon into Greek, with his own In* 
terpolations and Comments; and V. Euse- 
Bius gives it in Scraps &om Phib, we know 
not in what Order, nor how much re-interpo- 

Y latcd, 

^ T«;S'^ ivfiU » tS VLta^oyaif v«r*rv^, TAITTOY «J 

« via iMima- i^ tufi, nJ iitA ifwTKrir (ZArXOTHlASRN) 

«01NlKnK S*'.t>ayia vagcj £Y£EB. 

"TaBTa wavia i 0ABIAIfOZ vxtt, nfSrtt nt o'lr' (tiuroc yt- 

«it>f*t{aT, vafiSiixi TriV Jfywc-i tj T(W1« xilUfjCf** nPO^BT^r. 
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Let.iS.Iated, there being no lefs than /«n Bicaks, fiunfi 
"^■*v*^ of Pbih, fomc of Eufebius^ in the Thread of 
the Narration. I vi'\\[ give it you as free from 
Mixture, and as genuinely Pbemcian as its 
maimed Condition, and the little we can know 
of-a loft Language^ permits^ 

SANCHUNiAtHON's Hiftory of 
the Creation. 

*r-r^HE BEGINNING ofallThiogft 
*- JL was a dark breathing Air, or Gale §/" 
' ■ ittrifofne Breath**, and a turhid CuA-Oi 
'■ obfcnre as Night: Thcie -were infinite, and 
*: without End of Duration. But when this 

* Spirit or Breati fell in tfOVE " witli its own 

* Principicfi, and a Mixture enftied, that Mix- 
*; ture was called Desire": This was the 

* 5ource of all Creation: It did oot know its 

* own Creation J hot of its CoDJunftion with 
*- that Spirit j^wng Mootp^ Slime; and of 
*- MooT.fprangthc Seed of Creation, and the 
' Generation of the Univerfe. It was framed 
i in the Form of an EggS and Matter 

iHucd 

■" See I'age 49—51, and efpeeialTy lyf. 
" >'2ge49~8s-94— 97— 12;. 
'P.gc,38. 

T Ts'ls, Cyi PtIlLO. TWt'f ^«ff»*IATN- if ii iiarti'im ft'-iiat 

374"- Obpheus and tlie GVctij call it the iXil( wfwioyhnir 
piiisigcitial Sliae, before the Elements were feparated ; allego- 
rized. i( urns toTHGTZ.T'wA^j, Wife of the Ocean, and Mo- 
ther of riie Gods. 
' HON nf;^.; j«iV(wc— .QP-Wt. SeePajeiaS. 
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« iffued forth, aod the Son, and the MooN,Let.i8. 

• and the Stars both Anall and great. — Of" ""'^ 

• tbe.AjR illnaiincd by the fiery Gleam from 

• Earth and '5m, Wjjids w?rc generated and 

• CiooiM, whence, enfued vaft Effbfions of 

• Water from above. Thcfc, when fcpa- 
' rated and drawn from their Place by the 

• Surii Heat, met in the Air in mutual Shock, 
' and begot LicHTENiHcand Thunder. 

- * Now thsre were ceruin Creatures void of 

• Sentiment of which ' other inteliignt Crea- 
' tuns weiE made, called Zophas^min ', 

_ ' SflSatorsoJ tlx Btaven. Thefe at the Noife 

■ of the Thunders awoke -, and, ftartled at the 

• Crack, in Earth and Sea Male and Fe- 
' MALE were moved. — Tbea of the Breath 

■ CoLplAs'.(the Voice of the Moutb cf God) 

• and bis Wife Bad' { Dartntfs m Night ) 

• were produced Mos " Exi/ience, and Pro- 

■ TocoNos Eirft-iorn, Mortals "■ : Of them 

• came Genos Generation^ and Genea * Race 
' or Erogeny .-—From Generation the Child of 

• Exijienci and Eirfi-horn, fprang three mortal 
< CbiWren, Light, Fire, and Flame'. 

Y 2 'They 

• t^'^ga Tzophe-SiiMia. 

• TT-W-iip Kol.pi.ial. 
' V13 Bohou. 

' Projnn^ Fw>( whence the Crtik AinN." 
» Not eveiMiBg, bat tranfient. I ake the Word S,i„. u, 
bean Addition of Che Tranfljtor. » f»( «* 

; <■"'' Tetn,! M pkin a-A,„ end n,.l.,(*. 
.a<2t K' ^ ^"'^"' went anniull, to a VtUe-ealleJ 
BAeoj, i),//ii whetc, neat a mitacaloiu Founuin, Eruptions 

of 
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Let.lS.' They invented Fire by Attrition of WoOtI,' 
' — »*~^* and taught the Ufe of it: They likewife begot 
' Children of tranfccrdant Size and^rength, 

* who gave their Names to the Mountains •, 

* Cejjias^ Lihanus, Antilibanui and' Srat&y^ 
' Of theft fprangMfeMRouM*, Heaveks 

* Height.— MOTHERS then gave Ni'mcs, as 

* theyproltituted themfelveslothe firft MXtE 

* they nnet. — Memroum dwelt in' Tyre, 

* contrived Huts of Reeds, and Had War 

* with his Brother Ousous '' Ligbtenitig^ who 

* firfl: made a Covei-ing of a wild Bcail's Skin. 

' Storms of Wind and Rain having broke ■ 

* down the Trees about Tyre,, they took fire 
' and burnt the adjacent Wood. Ousous 

* takingaTrank,and lopping off the Branches, 
' firft adventured upon it to go to Sea, and 

* crefted two Hilars to Wind and Fire.— 

* Many Ages thereafter, of Memroum's Race 

* were bom Hunter and Fijher, Inventers of 
' Hunting and Pijhing ; and after whom Hua- 

* ters 

of Fije lite Whirlwinds, frequently burfl thitragh the Grquod. 
' Here the QianU, they fay, fought with the Godt'i in^ Jtei«, 
■ /t,r tiaf Jiiafim, ihey do Saerii^e Co the Thvndik, to the 

* JiicHXHiuo, and to (lieSroRM.' Pausah. .Araifff, 

" Tiiio^a 3' 'Oufia fuucfa, Siar xs^'fl^t "»^»«!. HSIOA. 

* Had rot Pii% explained this biJ-uibm©-. Himftm-bigh, I 
ftiould have iranllated it tJie Watti's ohm, from CD^ Wuttn^Vbik 
' avi Hig^- The Ancieiiis ima|;ined there was a Store of Water 
^□vc, as well as in the Abyfs below, as their Word in the Aiat 
Nurnber fecBis to imply : fiut nOw i luppofe the 6rd Lett^ipf 
p^t? [lie Htaiitn has been Inlh" - ■.^^^,^ 

1' From tt..- ChaUci NritH Fukm-a : which, becaufc of It* 
Anility to njn rtdii, figtiifiis likewife /'{(?««,.• 

I ji, .rihyCoo^le 
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.• ten and Fijbers were fo denomiaated. OfLet.iS. 

* thefc again fprang two Brothers, Inwntcrs'-"^—^ 

* of h'm, and Iron-work. One of the Bro- 

* tbers, Gold-Sword^ ftudted Elogueace, and 

* Charms^ and Prophecy. He found out a 
' Hook and Bait, Line and Rod ; and firft of 

* all Mankind failed tlac Sea j whecefore tbey 

* adored him as a God after Death, and called 
'him DiAMiCHivs'', the Bewailed. His 

* Brother firft invented Brick-ioaUs. After- 

* wards arofe two Youths of his Race, called 

* the one Artist, the other Earthmam : 

* They conttived to mix Stubble with Briclc- 
' Clay, to dry it in the Sun, and make Roofs, 

* From thefe came other two, named the one 

* Corn*Lanp, the other Labourer or Pea- 

* SANTi who& Statue and portable Shrine wat 

■ held in high Veneration in Pheemcia. The 

* By^Kam diftinguiih him with the Appella- 

■ tion of the greateft of the Gods'. They ad- 
< ded Courts and lards to Buildings, and con- 

* trived Emhjitres and Grottoes-, of them are 

* all Peajatits and ffuttterSt who were called 
I Claymen and fFatiderers. They begot Auy?* 

Y 3 nos 

• From the Sjrimr Mfjl Dtrntha lAoymi.* 

■ While the Jt^i and Phtmdtmt were fpeakEag netriy till 

DUlea of CanoMi, the Epithet ^TJ? ShmJJai, the pcnrai&l. 

^ii» to have been eqoivocal to three ; V^ VafioHr ftttmt, oat- 

nipoteiu ; ^^Ip Agncela, and DA' Guiui, l>ien»n. It >f pem 

^ HU* hat ttlended the two firft.* 
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Lct.i8.* Nos', Truth and Wealtbi and MAGtJs*, 
**-^^*^ • Forefight or Kmwki^ey who taught Men td 

< live together in Villages, and tend tbeit 

• Flocks. From thefe again came Misor'' 

• and Sydic*, Liberty and 'Jujiice, Inrcntert; 

• ofSaUK Oi My/or, Liierty,CAmeTAAvr\ 

• Letters, (the Invention of the finer Arts) 

• and of Sydiccamc the Dioscuri *, might^ 

• SMioiyove^ whofeFriefts were Sacrlficcrs^, 
' jkiUedintheMyfteriesofNamre'°,and who 

< firft invented a i^'^^i (Authors of Commerce), 

• To 

' Frpm njlOf* Emunah, Nom. F«n. Veritas t or the. CtoA 
>«n3V»ra M»«ik<,n^i>. Wealth.* 

• So I fuppofe Pith has rendered CSCTin, Cbartam, one 
■killed ID Natuki, *T£IK0£, a Chaiiitan Magus ; or perhaps 
n»in CA0A, Videni, a S«i- i a Prophet who, like the Cial- 

' Aam, fees Futurities in the Stirs." See Efaiah, Ch. xlvii. Ver. 
13. addrdling the BHIJ'S FQ Daughter of (he CbaiJtaiit. 

' Vw\.\.oex^\niit'A)«n^, l»*fi, Ji/fUlafgU-t. The Sjtiaiq 
by ■'■??' S£ri'/o!«iii, and with the Serrile & "Hi^^ jM>ya„'. 

t P*1S, ^aaAV, 7«jii(j.- one of the tri'teil Words in all ths 
EaQcm Toagaet. 

* Atl ii uftelefs without them : an Allegory, I fuppofe, added 
hj SanchuHiathm. 

' I im inclined to think 'thit Taaui is pure Egyptian for 
Litters, from in T'uhh, Signal N*ta, ftich zuhe Egyptian 
Letters efpecially were : thence Jlil]!!** Otiiih, Signa Litirx, and 
with the n tranQtofed feoni the Middle, or dK CafbtU Article 
T*. put before it TiaeV.t 

k KiDgsand Judges werfc^of;/**-'! Sons:— "EjiS; AIDE &ttn- 
>?■{. H2IQA, 

1 C0KT8ANTIS, Sacrifttrs, is a plain Tranfpofition of the 
ChaUii T3?P Caartian, a Vi^im, or any Oblation to a God. 
The Pbtnidaii Prieft* perpetually calling for Coitrebaii, th« 
Grutt called them Carybexiei. The fame Word Agnizes 
Figbteri i thence the armed PricJIi of the Syrian GMtfi. Smo, 
the firll Acceptation is ihe Cerban mentioned in the Gofpei.* 

" SAMaTHRAciANj./i7W w Myjltritj : All the Eicplica- 
tionof SvDic's Genealogy is an Additicnbj'PHiLO. Seep. 
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* To thefe fuccccdcd the Inventcrs of Bo/(j»y,,Let.i8. 

* of Cures for Bitei^ and of Charms or SpeUs \ *-— \r-v 
• At the fametimewas Elioun% theMofi 

* Higbj and a Female Beerouth^*, .SpriKgt 

* or Moijiure.; of whom came Terrestrial, 

* oz EarthftuiM, called alfo Heaven; and his 

* Sifler, of the fame Parents, called Earth. 

* Heaven, fijccecding to his Father's K'ng- 
■• dom, took his Sifter E^RTH in Mar- 

* riagc, and had Iwf her four Children, I(,us 
' {THE GOi:)'!) or Saturn, Timei Bety- 
■* LA', ihe Vir^ni Dagon', Corn; and At- 

* las', KnaiwUdge of the Seafom. Heaven 

* had likewife much O&pring by other Wives; 

* which made Earth jealous, and rail at him, 

* until th^ parted dfunder: But Heaven, tho' 
'^ feparated from ber, came back when he plea*- 

* ied, imd having by Force approached her, 

* again retired ; attempting lijccwife to deftroy 

7 4 -'the 

■■ Such tbeXELCHiNCs vedercribed. 

■ It is juft li'V? £iV» ^ubiimis ; whence MAWX E l lo s, the 
■Sun: E/ina and Bremii, ^e Parents of H«avea and Earth, aic 
withoac Father and Mother thein:clve«. 

» r^^ Beeroth, S^otgi: The Most High operating 
-upon Moilture, produced Htaium and formed the Earth, ac- 
cording to the Ancients.* 

4 ^K £t, or EiLi God, the Strong : xf«0- y<if ivn. n> «;i 

xiff^. ♦lAfiN. icnra, 

I n^n^ Betula, ^ firgin, meaning Vssta. See ^gp 
■58,61,61. and 86." 

'tJ"J,DACAH, Com, meaning Ceres. 
- ' I^ze ;i. (n) r. Among the /'^fiiiV/iinj he Teciw to have por- 
Itfponded wi^ the Janvs and VerTumnus of the Latht. 
The Pt/t or Axis of Hcaren /urnry on his Shoddcisf aai tie 
Ar^ibsQ&tUvir «^ Atalo to thispay.* 
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34+ Letters concerning Mythology,- 
Let.i8.' the Children be had by ber»:> Bat BsufH 
^'"^"■-'* having gathered Afliftancc, flood on the Dc- 

* fenJivc j aod Time cotnQ tO'i^Miiirity; with 

* the Advice afid AidiofldUifktuii^ht^^^feR-^' 

* CURY^fais Sa'iUn((23inManidnd]ildrr(r^) 

* took part with li^:Al&>t]id',iknd crpulfed the 

* Attemptsof Ifekvi^in • ;• '^ -- ' - 

•Saturn, or ^?Fime,/^W ^^ Parent of 
« Pallas and Pr^erfhte^i the (letter dying a 

* Virgin, by Advice of^ the ■ lormcr .and of 
'* Mercury, he made a Scythe and ^ptfar of 

* Iron. Then J/ifra^ry hawng faid Spell* pvcr 

* TiME*s Allies, inipircd them with Al'dor' to- 

* fight for Earth «gainft Heaven; an^ Uy 

* this means Time engaging with ^eaven, 

* drovoMm A-QintheKi"gdom, andrdignjwlin 

. «. tuisAead. In thp 3attte a fay'riti; Mjftrefs of 

' *.HgAVEN was taken big with Child. Time 

•gave her to Da^^on io Marriage, jnwhofe 

* poffeffion ftie wgs delivered of the .fipnljicn' 
*] of^hjcr Jfelly t«got by. Heaven^ -whictv w^ . 

* called Demarous, LordofPlm^T. Thett^ 

* fuifMdting. his Brother Atlas, at ^tfefr-Sug- 
« geffion of Mertnfy, he tsufiedhim'ufflfcf^ 

■ r.- "■['■■.':. .. "■; ■ .^'■'^v;Gfi'6^4;: 

* Fl£9 17c. '.,-..- 

den Fruit, "CoVercd Seed;wtio' generallydiei' a Vu^i tf wr 
Head be not ciiioffeveiy Tear ty Time!* j.-:.^ -.• t; 

minus. Or the firft is the Arabic t^ Dau, IJabeiv, FolTef- 
fi>ri andtiie^jTui-^ofthcIall, it in the G/vfi Genidre AifMt- 
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" GraoBd *, His odier Auxilijiries were called Let. 18; 

* Eloeim', the Gods, v— v— J 
* Time having had a Son Sadid*", Effir- 

' •oefcettcSy he dispatched him through Sufpi- 

* cioh with his own Sword, and in the iame 

* manner cut off his Daughter^ ' Head ; fo 

* that all the Gods trembled at the Deligns of 

* Time. But Heaveh then in Exile, fcnt 

* his eld. ft Daughter Astarte ■', a Virgin, 
f with two other Sifters Rhea and Dione% 

* to def^oy Time privily. Thefc his Sifters 

* Time took and made them hisyoung Brides. 

■ His Father informed of this, fcnt other 

* Forces againft him, the Seasons and Fate, 

■ with other Allies, whom Time likcwife con- 
! ciliated to himfelf, and kept in his own 
f Power. Then the God Heaven invented 

' Bai- 

* The GLEBES faid it wu Ms CIuIiIko, not his Brother, he 
Jiid ander Ground. See Page 8;, 

* Uirf^ ELoarM i the Plural of the Word ulcd by the 
^Jiriaaj, Sjriiin, ThiiiidaHi, Htirfwti and Arabs, for GoD t 
and which £«ii^ lopft uffd in that Ntunbcr, liu ^ren Scvpe to 
Crifici{m. 

^"%rfE70,^-/DJ/D,:aJd. Fprhuil. Shdiiit: 
AjJws Saiii»4n, or^ADjp, Arabic, Sanies, PutrtfaSio, 
the EB^ of Fermentation. It is remarkable, that an analogoiu 
Word JlAoXac HdUaltM, Ot Sa'idat, figoifict a Rslataiifi, or 
•wba/i Burat-Ofcring, and isfo ufedGfiNEi. xxii.' 

' PnoiERFUit'i. SeeaboveiNoteC). " 

* The elder A'ehws. Ti, « AITAPTHN *o!..«i( tw A*P0- 
AITHN iirai ;ii7wi. She had her Pbenttiaa Name from the Fe- 
cu^dity of f locki, nVirnp? Aihtobotu. Cregei, Sec Page 
91, Note *. 

« Ilttd. Note '. 
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Letters concerning Mythoh^, 
' Bait7i,ias% baviog pfoduce<cl aaimated 

' Stones. 

* Time had hyj^rte^ the genial Power, 
' fercn Dau^ters, the Tttan^es^ or Artemis 

* deffeSy and as many Sons by Rhea; tho 

* youngcft of whom Jupiter was dci0ed 

* from his veiy Birth**. Then Dione brought 

* him two Females, and jiftartt gave him 
' likewile two Males more. Desire and 

* Love.— iSyiAV, Juftice, married to a Tita- 

* mfi S produced EJcuIapius, Health j and to 
< T I M E were further born in Peraia ', a LartJ 

* of Fruity younger Time \ of his own Name, 

* Jupiter BehtSy or theLoRD, who is^/fl/fc». 

Along 

* See Note * immediately preceduig, compared with Page ;8. 

iix" «;>«' ^'^°'- HATSAN. 'AxaiK. 

* Page 49, 51, 85. 

* Page 86, 137, 140, 143. 

' Juftice and good Order, joined to a found Cooflitation, 
fxoAaix %,-^ • ft Jiax-kilpbi, 'AKr-«fat«i»., Tbi Paiver tftbt 
Htart i or, 7ht Virlut e/Con'veriing, from Sicknefs to Health! 
As thefe Words found nearly like 3^5 ^N Ifli-Kdih. Some 
will have Efiulapiut to mcatt the Dog-man, 3 I>og being oftea 
among h!s Symbols.* 

* ''19 PEBr, Fruit i Vrn^ PlRAiA, Fruitful, tO wit, Coif«- 
try* 

'Time difiinguifhed and divided into Seafom; or77m«mea-. 
fared by the Conrfe of Jupittr Btlui, the Sun, and other hea- 
ver.ly Bodies, whom Prec/iij therefore calb "Ojlaia ra xjo«, ibi 
7(.6ls B/Titiz. 

" 1 am apt to believe that Philo has writ S i^' 'A»«XXfcu' Em- - 
rEoocLEs iaid there were two Suns, 3™ 'h^Ibv, to> jtir i»fX'"" 
«-Dt, Tu J! f aircfitror, Onc vifible in the Heavens ; the Other his 
Archetype and Urigjnal ; and all i)ie Ancients agree in calling the 
Sun bui the ChiS of Ether, as being only Jix^fist ^' Sx'ift* 
nav^U, the Reaptaclc taifihUli oiSitiE. Itis the Mgjftiali 
and PhtnicianVvLChn, who is (triiPN UN, Father-Fibb > 
the Sun i: oiily hie Ciiild. See Page 89.* 
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.' Along with th^ui were produced PoiiTDs,Let.i8. 
» tbi.SeSy and Tyv^G^ fubterfaneoui Fires^'-'-^i'-^ 

* and NeReus, Fluidity^ the Father of the 

■ Ocedft. 0{ PontaSf the Sr.A, came Sidon, 

* the Ft/k-to^n", and ti k pt v tiZy Jaiiing. 

* Sidom's Sweetneiit of-Vdice iirfl found out 

* thcMelodycif aSong"; andtoDEMARoiis, 

* Lord^Plenty, watborft Melicarthos', 

■ or HercukSf Prime t^tbe Town. 

' After thefc Thmgs there was again War 

* between Heaven and Sea. He retiring,, 

* joined Demarous, l/itiof Fltnty. This 

< Lord attacked OcEAHi was put toFlight, and 
f vowed a Sucrifice, Bat in the thirtieth and 

* fecond Year of his Reign and Power, the 

< God, or Time, lay in AmbuOi for his 

* Father in a certain Place in the Middle of 

* the Earth, and having got him in his Power, 

* caftrated him near Spring? and Rivers. There 

* Heaven was confecrated, his (creative) 

* Breath llopp'd,' his Blood dropped into the 

* Springs and Rivfrs'y *nd that Place is ibewn 

■ unto this Day. And 

" Sra-iaring People are idle in fiac Weather, and apt to Rr.g. 
The ancient Mariners had no fooner fixqd rheir Sails, than they 
fet a Bowl upon the Table, and began to pour out Libation' ani 
to flng : * 1 he Ships of tarjblj» Aid Jing of Tym in the Market : 

■ She was repleniihed andmade very gloriou!< in the Midft of the < 
' Sea. EKii. Ch. sut^n. Vw. z;. " 

• CbinpoiWed of "^l^. Mj^t, Prince or Lcrd j and l*n*j)3, 
ktu-iba. Town : The Epitlwt of Pimcian HcrcB/pi—\fr>er\QO 
the G«.* F^le of Liua-ibai and MeUctrtbus. Sp Mehus. who 
was thrown from the Tarfdaa Rock, endeavoured to become' 
King ofRmu by DifliibiitiODS of Cf,ii among the Populace. 

P They retain fome of the genial procrcitivc Power of rccuit 
Hfiven. See Page 97, 100, 106, 107. 
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* Akd now AsTAitTE the mightiefty JIT' 
•■ PJTERy Lfini of. JHeHtif,^ nod AsoD^imx 

* of the Godsy-tfwyS^ wfok (alfo a TercbJ 

* governe(ftIwW«rIdwithConfentofTiME'. 

* Afiarte adoniCll (ber own Head with the 

* Horns of a-BolF, Emblems of Royalty (of 

* Fecundity and P&wer) add Aik gsiag round 
■ the World, ihej-foiMd a Stv-dro]:^'d from 
' the Sky, took* it up, ai>dr«aiiecraeed it in 

* the holy Ifledf Tyre';* Time lifccwifcgo- 
< ing round the Globe,vgavrthie.Goir9nment 

* of Attica to his^: Daughter Mhttrve ; .^nd in 

* a Peftilcnce ftnd^ vift M<xtatity» h* roflfcrcd 
' his own only begotten Son in^Bttspb-ofiering 

* to his Father Heaven, and was circumd- 

< fed 

" ZttZ AHMAPOYi:. ^ . , r ' 

^ Here is the grand Revolution, »nd final Settlement of tb^ 
Univerre after the Creation was compl^ated. Tiwe having 
cxhaufted the prodaflive Virtue of Heavin, makes a kind n 
Ceflioti of the Government to the firft Caufi of Geatralhn, (P. 
91. Nate ^\ to the Lord 0/ PJiniy, and to the «•# Sik GOD. 
Aisyii.li Deo quern fummum maximumque veiwr^tur AiaJ 
nomen detJenint : (it fliould be ^kad\ cjai nominit Interprctit;<] 
Henificat Unu9. Mairai. .Saturn, Lit.l. ^13. It u from 
TDM Ahad, bhui, according to Macrehius. I have fometimes 
thought it was TW? Haoc (with the emphatit n) The P»in- 
ciPLE, THi Cavse, whence TS Oud, a Burning Torch,* 

' Lucipir; \\\t Mariting-Star faCTCd \0 Ajiarti ea feniu, 
&Tid peculiarly adored in 7yre: the iame painted bj'HouKa, as, 
7he Star henign, that falrtfi in the Siy, 
froctams tb'Jfpriia<h of re/y-Jingirtd Mam. OATI. N. 
But I have not met with the Tradiiioa that fhould explain that 
Circumllance efiti being falitn from Htatien ; unidi we under- 
ftond it according to the Sehian Doftrine, that the Power of 
Oeneration fonneriy lefiding in Hta-ntti, fell from it in proce& 
of Time to the Earth, and wa» now tiamferred to the Mokii> 
ing-3tap. worihippedinTYM, 

1^ TJie Noiei marked with an ARenim, expbin fudi of the 
fhenician Names mentioned by SanchuhiathoN) it are Ei- 
ther paraphrafed by ebiU, nor truly deduced by fobfc^aent 
Comaientauui. 
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* fed himfelf with all bis Allies. Not long Let. iS! 

* after he deified his Son Mcth, Beath^ born'-*v-^ 

* ofKfiftf, whom the J*A«w«tf«j call Pluto. 
« Then he gave Bybhs to the Goddcfs Baal- 

* Tis (the Lady) called Z}/W; and Bery- 

* tus (the Fountains) to Neptune, and to 

* the other great Gods of Land and Water, 

* wha alio confecratcd the Reticks of Pontus, 

* the Sea in Bfrytus, the City of Wells. 

* Before thb, the God Taaut had, in 

■ Imitation of Heat£H, cxpreHed the Ap- 

* pearances (Aipefts) of the Gods Time and 

* Dagon, and the other Deities in the facred 

* Engravures of Letters — To him (Ta~aut) 

* TiMEf going afterwards to the Land of the 

■ South, gave all the Kingdom of Egypt to 

* be his Royal Seat.** 

Had SanchuniatifOfis great Work reach- 
ed us entire, it would have been a valuable 
Curiofifty,'; This Specimen of the Tranflation, ■ 
lame and maimed as it is, ihe^t^the irrepara* 
b!e Ld^ y^jhave fuflained in the pcriflied Re- 
cords kept by the Pricfts in thc~chief Cities in 
Egypt, and all over the Eajli- but cfpecially 
in the grand. Temples of TbtBesi Memphist 
Bal^loH and Tyre. Thofe kept by the ^m-.^ 
Priefts under divine Diredtion, in the Temple 
of Jerufalem, make a confidcrable Part oT 
holy Writ j and tho' they be Chronicles of no 
learned nor mighty Nation, tho' they btfge* 
nerally 
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Let.*8.iKca]Jy confiped to tl»eirowD.li|tIe Stjrfc, and 
' — w^^it be a oice Point to.a4ji# their ChroijcJc^^ 
yet their njeer bifiwic^l Ufc (letting afid^ . 
higj)?r Ccm§(Jeratioos) makes us juftly r^ret 
th/e Originals of vrhjlch thc^y are but i^bridge- 
iBpnts, and to which tbey £6 often refer. 

If we review the ajicieot Cofm<^nies that 
have reached us, i^e^i^ Birth of the^ods^ 
Ovid's TraDsfoaoauoms, .Jf'fesf j's Song in ^/r- 
^/V, and the Pbemcian Theology, we fliall not 
find them precifely reftuiaed to a Hiftoryof 
the CccatioD, or Piodwiaioa of the Unjverie; 
they take gpneraUy a Step fUirther j they pip- 
oeed to the Hift<>ry of the ;firft Ages, inter- 
weave the Inventions of Arts, and as it were 
account for the prcfent Face the Wofld wcwsi 
the Origins of Nations, AppeUatioui of Places, 
and Mamen of Men. The Works of Jhe pri- 
mitive Bards already jncptioned, th^t were 
collected into one Body, and made the Qjd 
theological Syftem^ deduced their allegorical 
Tale, not quite fo far as Nafi prays the Gods 
to do his Verfc : 

-^—ipfoque ab origine MurM 
ad mea perpetuum deducite tempora Carmen^ 

* from the very Origin of the Wprld to \^ 
' own Times ;" but down to the Con:imence- 
ment of the bifioncal P<f;iodj that is, to the 
Trojan War. 

San- 
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■ Sanchuniathon*s Work, as it now Hands, Let. 1 8,' 
&eim to have been a Compofition extracted ' — '**~^ 
fit>m tneo Coimc^onies by the Author, and 
intoi^rlcd with a third in the Paraphrafc.' 
It contains therefore, I. The pure Egyptian ' 
DoSHfie^ written by Taaut in Marks and 
ficrcd Sculpmres j being, I fuppofe, no more : 
Aan Zfjimpk Genealogy j that is, the Sign of 
the God, with ft Mark for Marriage, and a' 
Symbol of P»entageor Iffue. II. TheP&e'' 
nician Tbiohgy compiled hj the PrieJIsy in-' 
termixed with Traditions about the Invention ' 
of Arts, ^Tidt vi\i\\ Sancbuniatbon's own Alle-' 
gories. Ill, Shreds and Similitudes of the 
Greek Mytbelogy^ fo interwove by Pbilo, that 
though I have omitted many, fcveral yet re- ■ 
main not eafily untwifted from the Thread of 
the Narration. We may accordingly perceive 
a threefold Dparine, difcovering itfelf in dif- 
ferent Strains throughout the Fragment j a 
natural^ a mt^ral^ and a political Mythol(^y, 
The firft, written by Taaut^ comprehends the 
Rife of Things, and the chief Tranfaaions 
until the Dethronement of Heaven. The fc- 
cond li«s principally in the moral and hijiori- 
calEp]{odes o(Pbemcian ExtraA; fuch asthc 
Defcent of Demaroui and Sidon^ the Progeny 
of Mi/or and Sydic^ and the Invention of 
Arts inferted before the Hiftory of Blimn the 
Moft High. T^Q political V&n, and alt the 
Illuftra- 
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Let.i8.IlIuftrations, feem to be Trappings added bjr 

■'the Tranflator to Soficiumatbon's AUegofksi 
According to him, Eg^ the Land of Learo- 
iog and Parent of Writing, is given to ^aaut, 

, Letters ; and jittica^ the Country of Sci- 
ence, early famous for military Skill, is affigned 
to Pallas, Conduct and Knowledge. He 
even condefc:ends to explain to his Grecian 
Readers the Eyes and Wings with vrhich the 
EaAerns accoutred the Image <^ Tim e> and 
the other Gods, with many minute Circum- 
flances, which I have waved in the Tranfla* 
tion.. 

This Remain of Antiqiuty is too ctirious 
not to have railed Dilputes, and treats of too 
great and interefting Subjects not to have af- 
forded abundance of Play to Fancy, and room 
for Conjefture. It lias been condemned at 
vhoUy fpurious % it has been defended as per- 
fedly genuine* ; it has been applied as a Prop 
of a new Syftcm in hifioric Fable », (that the 
old Saci^ or Celtes, were the true litem and 
Gods of Antiquity) and has been treated as aq 
unintelligible Rhapfody from beginning to end. 
But the greateft Pains, and moft exquifite 
Learning, have been employed in finding out 
the Similitude or Samenefi of this Pbenkian^ 

or 

• M. DeaweU, Father Shnon, Tilo'ifaucon, SiiUingfleet. 

' Vojpui, Bochart j but efpeciall/ Dr. CiahsrlarJ and M. 

TsU'KiOlit. 

" Pei-e Pf-zrok, Antlquitc des Ctlies. 
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or rather E^ptian Tradition of the Hiftory ofLctiS. 
the Creation, with that delivered by the yrtp-'"— v— J 
ijh Lawgiver, The Parents of Eaftern Criti- 
cifm ' were contented to find in it, ' Some 

• Sparks of Truth concerning the Creation of 

• the World, the Origin of Idolatry, and the 

*' Abufe of the Names of God intermix'd with ' 

• Fables :* But fome of their learned Succcflbr^ 
particularly a knowing Prelate of our own 
Country '', and a Profeflbr of uncommon Eru- 
dition in France", have attempted to demon- 
ftrate a marvellous Harmony between Sambun- 
iathon and Mojes, 

As I make not the leafl doubt^ of- the good 
Intentions of thefe eminent Authors, in taking 
fuch indefatigable Pains, they have in fo far 
the faireft Claim to Thanks and Commenda- 
tion : But whether thefe Pains were at the iame 
time tvije/y beftowed ; or whether, (fuppo^ng 
they had as flilly agreed In proving their Point, 
as they have widely differ'd) it were truly cal- 
culated for promoting their pious Purpoie, is 
ilill, methinks, a Queftion. 

It has been thought by Men of the trneH 

Judgment', to be a fufpidous Symptom of 

any Rite or Ceremony in Religion, if it re- 

fembled ^ known Pradice in the Heathen 

Z Superftition. 

* Scaligir, SelJtn, Bacbart, Marram, -Kirchir, Sic. 

* Dr. Citmh€Tlaii4, Biihop of PiUriBrgKgb. 

' M. Fourmimt, Proftflbr of Arabic In ;he Royal College of 
Fraacificc. 

* Dr. CoNYiKs Miudlitdn's Parallel of the Roman a«d 
tleathen Ricci. 

'n-glc 
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LcLiS.Superftition. And juft on the contrary, 
'"■^'"^jnany more have thought it no fmall Con- 
firmation of the Truth and Antiquity of 
our Worfliip, that Traces of It were to be 
found in moll Parts of the old Idolatry,- * Ic 

* is, furcly, feys the contemplative PhyGcian, 

* already quoted, a blamable Curio£ty to try 

* the Truth of the facred Scriptures by their 
< Agreement with human Writii^s ; to prove 

* the Book oi EJiber to be genuine, becaufe it 
■ agrees with Megaflbetut^ or is confirmed by 

* Herodotus. As for my own part, I cannot 

* deny my fuperfluous and unfncce&ful Curio- 

* fity in this Maner, Dntil that filly Stoiy of 

* yuftitis about the yews let me fee my 

* Folly ; that they were driven out bf Egypt, 

* becaufe of fome Plague or Lepro^ \' But, ia 
direct Contradiftion to this, fays a learned 
Gleaner in Antiquity, ' When I read thefe 

* Prophefies {oi Efaiah and Jeremiah) and 

* fucfa other Pieces of Scripture, and compare 

* them with the ancient Authors, Herodotus 

* and Xenophon, it is impoflible to defcribe the 

* Joy, — the Rapture — that inftantly diflHilcs 

* thro' my Heart.' * This puts me in mind of the 
diflcrent Judgments pafled upon the fiimous 
Orphic Hymns, which you have fb often heard 
mentioned as the moft curious Syftem of Gre- 
cian 

• Sir Thomas BnowH. See a diflTcrent Opinion in Cha- 

HACTERIST. Vol. III. Mifccll. 2. J I. 

' Ejiprimi nequit quanta voluptatc, quamo gaudio illico per-, 
fundar. G..jaus*oi< Hpiaugia ^-inliquii. Egjpt. Cap. V. i ij- 
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tian Divinity. A keen Critic never took them Let. 1 8. 
up, but he thought he was perufing the De-"— -v-** 
vil'a Prayer^Bwk ; or, to fpeak more proper- 
ly. Safari i genuine Liturgy : > And the Won- 
der of his Age for Learning, John Pico, Earl 
of MiranJoIa, thought them a Trea/ure of 
fublime and myfterieus 'pxoiogy ''j as did another 
Man of immenfc Reading, Kirdjer; who even 
undertook to demonftrate their perfe<^ Con- 
formity with the Hebrew Sipbri^ and Hie- 
roglyphics of EgyptK Amid fuch Diverfity <rf 
Sentiments, you fee, however eafy it may be to 
agree in an authentic Original, it is vaftly 
difficult to fix upon a proper Commentary ; 
which, after all, every Man chufes according 
to his Reach, and peculiar Tropenfitles. 

How various^ for Example, are the Do- 
cifions; how much of the Hiftory of Pa- 
radice and Fall of the firft mortal Pair 
is allegorical *, and how much is to be un- 
derftood ilridlly according to the Letter? 
Many have believed the miraculous Trees of 
2 a Life 

( Dan. Heinsius. Aril^arch. 

' lo. Pici Com. Minnd. Conclviiokii. 

•OBDir. T. II. P.I. 

* In veteri Inftrumento, fi pneter Bijhriam bUuI fpeOvs, et 
audiai, ' Adau i limo conditam, Uxorcuhm e dorinientit latere 

* fiinim liibtnfiiuii, Serpentetn illecebn Poini follicitaatem mu* 

* ^rculam, Deum ad &unm inambuUatciD. Bompbxua fbribut 

* 'prxfidcntem' — noaiie putes ex Homeki officini profe&un 
Fabulam ? — At liib bis lovolucrU «}iMm Ipleodida laiet Sapientia 1 

Dit. Ekaihi Cmuiao.III. XXUBX'OI AAKIS. 

.ocgic 
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l^t.iZ.Life and of Knowledge*, to point to the for- 
*— "v— ^mcr: But Philo, a fanciful Platonic yew^^ 
and Origen, a fanciful Platonic Cbrijiaaj 
incline to think the whole TranfaAioo^ from 
Beginning to End, the Trees^ the Rivers, the 
Cherubs, even to the Coafs of Skim ^, made 
for the recent Exiles from Eden, to be a per- 
k€t Allegory. St. Austin feems very willing 
to accept of the Allegory, if, at the fame time, 
you will believe the Relation to have been 
real FaSl " : But another learned Father, more 
ftriftly orthodox, ties it rigidly down, in every 
Circumftancc, to the literal Meaning, and 
confutes the "Jew and the Cbrijlian, as equally 
heretical 

• Voyez LiTTRE! FANATiquEi. I^ttre feptieme. 

' Kajoi tit %uoi nAPA&ElIiON ."(ij-tx* "sJ Xoyma Ta ^i!r» 

X«tr tfujiSoXini J( ftaMtn i xvfiut ^.As^sf iTe-Sai' — iri yip iiiffui- 
la riSvn tv' atA.n[<,fiat xa>£il^t. 4IAnN IOTA, wipi Kwfivw.' 
Mn y^f <pQffKVT9 kAja?p^a» T6t nfuji'^cv ^0^0*^01' aaiiiix u^ vwa* 

TS aviiVifJi, ItfZ, AAAHFOPIAI. 
' nPirENHZ «sV Lxii» 9tir)t a'mXtrAiJu'isi rh A&AM' itjiu^ii 
f «ffl K^ Ts; x'''"*"t ■''''' ^'ff"<l"W! iffiCTiifi.t'iao'SoH rir yfa'Pir, art 
(« Slot) (Teinfi, fciiierf v>ifcr>{ Ji|:;Mi1>nK, kJ iiiiv<rii sblbf, t* 
•»fi», f Jitrit, Jfl. — aMiifofi? Jl Xoiwit Sffavif iJtalat Tsr ti riai- 
(n'Jiimi, TB TI Tali Bfala, i^ t«' is-aru Ta> iufayat, i^ Ti i'Jup tJ 
virtKUTw rm yi(. Eni*ANIOT kM Alpir. 0>i. &. 

■"Ta ■etfift TOj'Of i>, «ic a'lllnrfa'mrotla TsJi tb ®iif mapa.'V'''*"'''"" — ■ 
ill na-fditiviU a wifvltvxwt >Sy{iati $iot i. EJifiKaTa.ale^a't i 
t^ ftila tuts ilarsTiiaAKitKt iz T^f yw war {vTwr eiiaw lir ap«- 
o-ii, kJ i«b/.5( lis Sfuffii, 1^ TO ^u^lJl' rSt {iiJi ti pi™ TB «af aiiiiTB, 
■^ T^'jiufM KahS 1^ wtrtfu {lixif, vrsila Tavra t?« tiQi^tttii rfXf 
y-tyihat. — kJ a inCaUopiiot tx th nmfKiiien aAfuwaf fttia tvf 
yufEtixof, tb; Sijipufliivf ipt^ii^itdiiif ;i;i7tt>B(, h( ^i^ Wt mxfJ&tmi 
TKt Aii{)pv«rur ivsinnr T<r( afuf1iJ0'(t0't b 6ie;, aVo^^nlaiTiia K)^ »4i" 
l-MWf 'V' '^'Y"- OfU". K«U Kite. iStC ). 

I" CDifUuentaiia-inGEKisiH, 

D,gn,-.rihyGOO^IC 
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heretical upon that Point". * 1 have avoided, Let.i8> 
' fays, a great Modern, to mention Moses's'— "i'"-^ 

* Cofmopdia, bccaufe 1 think it is delivered by 

* him, rather as a Lawgiver than a Pbilofo- 

* pber, wrhich I intend to (hcwr at large in. 

* another Treatife, as not thinking that DiC- 
' cuffion proper for the vulgar Tongue. — His 

* Account of the Creation confifts of two 

* Parts; the firft of which defcribes the great 

* general Maffes of Matter^ and the difoider'd 

* State of Things j and proceeds upon the 

* fame Principles, and obfcrvea the iame Or- 

* dcr which the Ancients have conftantly 

* obferved :— — Andinthisalmoftallthe Chrit. 

* ftian Interpreters agree with us, that the 
* . Mofaic T o H u B H u, is the fame thing as 

* .the Chaos of the Ancients y that the Dark- 

* nefs, defcribed by Mofes, is their Tarta- 

* aus, and Ereeus, and Night; that his 

* Incubation of the Spirit , or Breatb of GOD, 

* is coUufive with the Birth of Phanes, 

* Eros, or Love. SofariWa/?;, and the o/i^ 

* Philofopl^crs agree: But bere he breaks off 

* his philoibphic Strain, and takes up another 
' Method ; a buman^ or, if you like it better, 

* a tbeologicaj Strain; in which, having cn- 

* tirely negledtcd the various Motions of the 

Z 3 * Chaos, 

" 4a«mit(, V tSref, tviffxtitfuiii^ar, art fti i(a Svfff^i'i'^f it i 
eEO£ «aJxt1"af JipftiiJIiHf roTt Dipt rir AJn'f* «oiw>|. fUiJ/irii {»i.iip 
TiflufifrM' 11 ii >^ iTuflij ^ia, ovk itfat, ^niri j^ilun( iifiixl'mi, 
»Mm to yq»e> a vipiiuifuSai (rJ^s, — i 6>if , J aviri, ^ipftaTiiUf 

ifn>?>at ii'6iX?)7i Ti'iis-^ai ' i^ >[u( SiAvi ivjin r»T( «(ft lit ^^AM 
«II4>ANI0t x<*1a Aifitr. 0ii. $. 
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Lct.iS.* Chaos, according to the Laws of Nature, 
^ ■»■■-'* and overlooked the A&ion of divine Love 

* upon it, and its confequcnt fucccffive Chan- 

* ges, into various Strata^ Regions, and £/f- 

* ments; having, I fay, fuperfeded all thefe, 
« he lias framed a popular Relation of the Rife 
« of Things, in the manner vfc all know". 

The Defaiption of the Eh^n Fields by 

tile ancient Poets, Philofophers, and Divines, 

is thought to have been originally borrowed 

- from Mofis's Draught of ParadifcP. * If we 

* compare, they fay, the EafCj the PIcafurc, 
« the Delicacies of the Place ; the Mildnefs of 

. ' ' the Climate, the Frultfulnefs of the Soil, 
« and conftant Serenity of the Sky, we will 

* find the Terms, differ in the di^rent De- 

* fcriptions, but the SubjeB and Sentiments 
« exa^Iy the fame.' From Mofes* Eden, faid 
the Fathers, Plato took his Idea of the Gar- 

■ den of the Gods, in which Perus and Penia 
(Plenty and -Want) begot Cupidy or Dcfirc'j 
nay, all the HeaUien Mythol<:^, according 
to others, took its JRifc from the Truth of the 
Scriptures mifundcrftood -, infomuch, that there 
is no one Fable which is not founded in Faft, 
and all of them bear the fame Refemblancc 
to fome part or other of the facrcd Canon, as 
X>eucalion's Deluge does to Noab's Flood ', 

A 

" Dr. Burnet's Theoryof the Eauth. 

» E. f «i1«<r!« v» KoS iftii mufaitim. T. NAZlANZ. Aoy. *. 

t EusKBiui, 0R108N, Clemens. 

' HoRAT. TuKiELLiHi Hillor. EpiEom. 

:, ii,.Goo^lc 
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"X picas Prelate, fays be could very eafilyLet.i9, 
demonftrate, ' that no fmall Part of the Hea-^ ■n>'-*» 
*^ tbemjh Mythology and Divinity, was fetch- 

* ed from Hebrew Stories and Pradicesj— - 

* and that when they invented their poetical 

* Deities, their Dreams were the O^pring of ■ 

< ibme real I'bingi which they had £»n, or 

< heard out of the Book of God '. This, in 
the- Opinion of another great Scholar, already 
mentioned, does no fmall Honour to holy 
Writ. Full of French Vivacity, after unrid- 
dling, as be imagines, the Names of Cebts^ 
Satuntf and Jupiter^ which, to his Aftoniih- 
ment, no Mythologift had ever dared to ex- 

Z 4 plain t 

■ Dr. S. Fatkick. BiDbop of Et^, ut Ut Mtnfa MfjtUa, Tn- 
trodad. The four Inlluices he givu of tfaii, are very curiotu, 
I. Cassandra, in her piophctic Fury> edit Hercaiis r^tiavn' 
(&• Aim, tbi tirtt-nigtt Cita, suborn iht fi>arp-t»Qtb'd Dog of 
Neptune took ii:ithin hit Ja-wi. This the good Biibop, after 
^.Tnitxei, take* to be originally from the Prophet Jonah** 
having been fo long in the &\\y of the Whale. I^eoptron leenii 
to have alluded to tne three Nigho in which Hirculei was begot, 
and to his Combat with Ctritnii. II. The Stories of Ifiige. 
nHia and Julia Lapcrca's being to be {acrificed, and a Hind and 
I^nther ofiered in their Stead, ate jbunded on the real Hiftories 
tii Ifaak and Jitiba'% Daughter. HamaH Sacrifice, and Pcrfoni 
ievctiiito Death, was an ancient wide-fpread Rite. III. The 
wondrous Cave of the Nymfhs, defcribed by Hamer, Odyli, . 
XIII. and ingenioufly comniented by Perfltjry, is an AUcgory 
of Man') CimceptioH in tht Wemh, and i) ftole from ?Ja. cxxxiic ' 
$.1;. lamfiaT/iillyandvnMJerfuIljmaJt. \V. The LyJian 
Priefls, mentioned ly PaufanUi (WitnaSt a.) whii laid unlcindkd' 
Wood on their Altar, invoked an unknown God [I fuppole t» 
the Grtth) and immediately and inlattibly {uSaa iniUi) the 
Wood took Fire, is a Perveriion of the Hiftory of Eliai't Mi- 
racle in calling for Fire from Heaven, to confound the Priefts of 
Baal. Thde £r./(<iifihav«lMcnZ«JM)u^ Pricfiiof^M/. Sm 
fage 90 in the Notet, 

D,gt,,-erihyGOOglC 
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Let. 1 8. plain'; thatia, having made T^erab the Hea- 

'■'"*'~^ VEN, Abraham Time, Ifaak Ether, and 

yacob TypHONj he immediately fubjoins,* that 

- • the Scripture appears now, as it were, io a 

« ntw Majefiy; which, for certain,. very few 

* People would have thought it could have 

* ever acquired".' And in confequence of this 
Way of Thinking, an Author of the fame 
Nation has compofed an entire Treatife, Of 
the Conformity of ancient Faiks with thefacred 
Remains of ]cvi\ih' Writings". 

Could Numbers aicertain Truth, there 
would be no Difference of Sentiment on the 
Subje£t ; the far greater Part of Authors having 
ranged themfelves on this Side the Queftion, 
But others, no lefs Mailers of Reafon, are 
of a different Opinion: One of thefe has en- 
deavoured to prove, * thjit Idolatry is worfe 

* than Atheifm-^ or, in other Words, * that 

* unworthy ai&onting Worfhip, with refpefl: 

'■ to 

* Une chofc ^tonnante: jamais aucan Mythologifle a-t-il 
ole dire, qif il lavoit la caufe des noms de Jupiter, Cream, Ou- 
ranei, ^Cr— Je dis inoi, que les void decouverts — Voila done 
ce que Ton cherche Sepuis trois milie Arts, la Raifon du Nom 
i'Uraaui : — QuicoE.que nc fent pas tela, ne fent rien, 

M. FouBMoHT R,px. Crit Liv. II. Sea. III. Ch. z. 

' Tranchoiu le mot : un Lefleur, homme d'efprit, aimantU 
verite (Je le fuppofc de2ag,e de tous Prejugez) feri ravi non fetj- 
lemenr d'apper^cvoir 'ici ce que Ton cherche, depuis 3000 A ns, 
/a Naijanee du Paganifmc, i^ rOrigiie di /« l>icux, mais auffi 
de remarqucr (Affertion qui ftappe a prefent les Yeux cotnmo 
I'Eclair qui paJTe de I'Orient a I'Occident) de remarquer, dU-je, 
'Qn« I'EcaiTUKEparoit dans une Mejtfii commeNoTivELLs, 
•alaqueltcceKainemcnt pcu de sens le icroient accendils.' 

Ihid Sea. IV. Cd. 17. 

» Conference de U TahU, avec PBipiri Sainli. Par M. de 
Lavaul. 
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« to the Objea to which it is addrefled, isLet.18. 

* worfc than no Worfliip at all :' Which. if-'V^ 
true, muft it not neceli^rily follow, * That 

< any Connexions, Similitudes, or Alluiions, 

* between the idolatrous Rites of the Egyp- 

< tianSf Phetticiara, or other Heathens, and our 

* J^iritual Devotion, are rather di&dvantagc- 

* ous ; and, inftead of illuftrating, leem to 

* cloud the Purity of our Religion f So that, 
rather than' fearch for new Refemblances,. 
ought not we, in good Condutfl, to aim at 
difproving the old P Thus far Teems to be cer- 
tain, that any Dodrine, carrying its own Evi- 
dence, ilands in no need of weak collateral 
Proofs to fupportit; fince the greateft Diiler- 
vicc that can be done to Trutb^ is to tack 
Faifebood to it, as if it were of the fame Qua- 
lity. The Patch raifes Sufpicion of the Sound- 
nefs of the Piece ; as an unfkilful Pleader mint 
a good Cauie, by reiling it on an inconclufive 
Argument. The trueft Service therefore, that 
can be done to any rcaibnable DoArine, is to 
reprefent it in its own genuine Simplicity ; to 
ftrip it of the old ufelc^ Accoutrements, 
with which it had been equipped by, perhaps, 
very well-meaning Men, and remove the rot- 
ten Props that portend imminent Ruin. The 
fair Pillar of Truth totters when ofiicioufly 
fhored up, and threatens Subverlion : It can 
only ftand poiied by its own native Weight, 
and'feft upon its own immediate Foundation. 

The 
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Let 1 8 The" Mcfak Accoante of the Creation, and 
^"^"y^ Genealogy of Mankind, need no ftraincd un- 
mtural Applications from mythological Wn. 
ters, to fiipport their received Authority : Tis 
quite enough, if, by comparing the E^tian 
Traditions erf* the Rile of Things from Sancbun^ 
iatbon or Taauf^ we find fbme Traces of the 
Origin of that AITertion, * Thai the Hebrew 

• Lawgiver was infiruSled in all the Wijdom 

• e^^^tf Egyptians V 

I am, {?r. 

■ *£m]W9« UOZHS w«rq tn^lf AirrOTinN. 



LETTER 
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LETTER XIX. 

THERE is an Obfervation which, tho*Let.l9.' 
it lie not within every one's Com^m^, is'— ""'■^ 
very entertaining to thofe who can ground it 
upon a wide Knowledge of the Fates of Na- 
tions, and upon juft Views of human Nature. 
From a Survey of tbefe^ it would feem, * that 
< among the People called Heathen^ there has 

* happened, as of Policy and Power, fo like- 

* wife a fort of Circle, or Succe^on of Ke^ 

* 1.1G10N/ I do not mean, that the Several 
religious Rites were propagated by Conqueft 
or Commerce, along .with the other Arts of 
Life, from one Country to another ; that we 
find in every Hiftory: But that in Religion 
itfelf, as conlidered among the Heathen Na- 
tions (that is, all Mankind excepting the ^fwj) 
we may obfervc a certain Progrejjim from 
Purity to Sfar-Worjhip, from Star-Worjhip f$ 
Polytheijffif and thence to the groffeji Idolatry: 
That infime Ages a Diftajle of Superftition re~ 
turns f in confequence oftobicb Reforms are Jet 
on foot i Purity is retrieved^ and zeahujiy af~ 
feBed : But new adopted Deities from fome 
Out-fkirts of the Scheme^ make way for a Mul- 
tiplication of MyJierieSt and that for a Relapfe 
into Ignorance and Credulity. 

A 

D,gn,-.rihyGOOglC 
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Lct.19, A Deduction of every Step of this Ob- 
•— V— 'fcrvation, and Inftances adduced to verify it, 
would be no eafy Undertaking. It might 
regulate the Plan of fo vaft and various a Work 
as that of the laborious Jobn-Gerard Voffius, 
Of the Origin and Progress op Ino- 
latry: For had there been lefi Detail in 
that immente Collection, and more Consec- 
tlon of the Changes in Religion, with the 
Changes in Government and Manners, it 
would have been much more inftruCtive. Hia 
vaft Learning wanted but fuch a Clew to pre- 
vent his being loft in the Labyrinth, and as it 
were overwhelmed with the inexhauftible Sub- 
jcft. My Views are confined to the two re- 
moteft Steps of the Revolution ; which will 
yet require all our Attention, as the tracing 
them leads through fome of the moft untrod> 
den Paths in Hiftory and Literature. 

As far as we can penetrate into the dark 
Recei^s of Antiquity, the moft ancient 
Worftiip upon Record in the World, feems 
to have been that of one almighty GOD, 
Governor of all Things : A Worftiip that does 
not appear to have been confined to any one 
Nation or Tribe, but to have prevailed all 
over the East,. and principally in CbaUea^ 
its perpetual Seat. This is that Religion 
which is ftill known under the Name of Za- 
biifm among the Eaftern Writers, whofe early 
6 rrofcifors 

n,gn,-frihyGtH>^lc 
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Profcffors worfliipped neither in Temples, norLet.ig, 
by Images, but offered Prayer with Odours^— v—^ 
immediately under Heaven, the Habitation of 
the Mi^ Highy the Patriarch, or Head of the 
Tribe, being commonly both Prieft and King. 
When the Prophet, whofe Do£l:rines now 
fill the fineil Countries of the Globe, firft 
afferted bis divine Miflion, his Countrymen, 
the Arabs, were immerfed in grofs Ignorance, 
and as tenacious of their Pagan SuperAitiods, 
as they are now of IJlamifm j for it is rare 
that Religion wholly changes the Character 
of a Nation, unlefs it have firft altered the 
Conftitution of their civil Government. To 
the North and Weft of them dwelt Jews and 
Cbrijiians, a large Mixture of both having 
likewife fettled in Arabia itfelf j but to the 
Eaji lay the People long famous under the 
Name of Chaldeans, zealous Teachers of 
a refined fort of Idolatry. Now the Arals, 
new Converts to the Belief of one God (the 
firft Article of their Apoftlc's Creed) were to 
be diftinguiflicd from all the reft, and warned 
againft the Infetftion of the furrounding Sedls, 
of whom he commonly claffcs four together > 
yewSy Zabiam, Cbriftians, and Magians \ 
He calls the firft three frequently Scripturah, 
People who found their Faith upon a Book, 
and arms his Followers with Anfwers to their 
Objeflions, as many of them were apoftati- 
2in{ 

• Al Cohan. Suras 11. V. XXII. 

D,gt,,-erihyGOOglC 
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Let.19.zing to the Fabians, £i:^frnj>'j by whom be 
*—>"^no doubt means the Inhabitants ofC&aldea, 

Mahomet was himfelfiUitterate: Hefiv- 
quently glories io it^ and makes it a Proof of 
his Miflion from Heaven j llnce it was im- 
poflible a Book of fuch divine Eloquence as 
the Corah, fhould be the Compofure ot an 
ignorant Prophet \ The Mojlems accordingly 
admire and ad(»% it : They make it not only 
the Rule of their Life^ but the Standard of 
their Style, and Model of their Language: 
They borrow every Term ufcd in it, and arc 
perpetually alluding to it in their Writings. 
Among the other Seds> finding the Oialdeam 
mentioned by their Prophet under the Appel- 
lation of Zabiin^ Eafierm, . they retained the 
Term ; and by tranflating many of their Books, 
have made a Name unknown to the Greek 
and Roman Writers famous thro' the World. 
For ibme Generations the Kbaii/s, Mabe- 
. mef& Succe0brs *,were barbarous bloody Enthn- 
iiafts. They declared War againil the Learn- 
ing, as well aa the Religion of other Nations, 
and burnt all the Books they could lay Hands 

on. 



f^ 



fignifiei the Morningi and thence, by a Meta- 



phor, common to moft Languages, the Eafi. An AdjeAive 
formed from that, is, ^y-jW Orientales, Eafitrnt ; and, 
by an eafy Tranfition, Jfsfiatts, who change their Religion, 
aitd particularly who turn Zahiant. 

' tr*^ ai^ *'"*' "' '*""'"■ "^^^ untaught Prophet, ig- 
norinta) hecunefrom his Mother. Cor an. Sura VII. 

• Sxju Khaiifaton (vulgo Califa) Succeflbr, Vieariuj. The 
four acknowledged by the ordiodox SaaUn, were Ababiert 
Umar, O/maa, and Halt. 
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00. The Dcftraftion in particular of the Ce-Lct.i9^ 
lebrated Alexandrian Library, was the greateft^— %-^ 
Wound ever received by Literature. But about 
the Be^nning of the third Century of tho 
Hejira, the Conqaeft of rich and polite Na- 
tions, having by Degrees divefted the Araia ' 
of their former Fiercenefs, they turned this 
Contempt of Knowledge, and Hatred of the 
Means of it, into the mofl ardent Purfuit of 
Science that ever pofleHed a People. 

Mutavtl mentem PopuUii levis^ © eakt um 

Scribendi ftudio 

For not contented with the infinite Produdions 
of their own fruitful and fiery Genius, with 
indefatigable Pains they fet themielves to tranf* 
late, into their wondrous Tongue, all the 
principal Authors in Hiftory, Poetry, Pbilo- 
fophy. Medicine and Mathematics, that were 
in greateft Vogue among the conquered Na- 
tions, Thus they have Plato and Ariftotk^ 
Euclid and Archimedes^ Hippocrates and G«- 
ien^ and even Homer and i/iy, fpeaking the 
Language of the victorious Mojlems *, 

In the Beginnings of this happy Difpofi- 
tion, the Books of the Zabians could not 
efcape their Curiofity. They were writ in a ' 

Dialed, of their own Speech, and contained 
both the Philofophy and Religion that had 
been 

* While EvKOPi was immerfeil in Bartiarity and Mom- 
chirm, ail poliie Learning palTeU under ihc Delignauon of Stu^a 
A-abiitn. 6 

D,gt,,-erihyGOOglC 
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Let.19. been long prevalent over the Eafl, The great 
*— V— 'Hiftorian, Abul-Faragi, fays, 'That the 

< Religion and Rites of the Zabians^ in the 

< current Opinion of the Arabian Dolors, 

* were the very lame with thofe of the ancient 

* Chaldeans ; that their chief Scat was in Ha- 

* ««, on the Chaldean Border, where thqr 

* had their grand Temple on the Top of a 

* HilM:* It was called the City of the Za- 
hiarUy and was fo famous as the prime Refi- 
dence of the Sed, that a Haranite and a Ztf- 
bian were equivalent Terms •. The chief Points 
of their. Doctrine are thefe : 

•Thby believe the World to be eternal 1 

* governed by a co-eternal Mind, whom they 

* worfliip under the Symbol of Fire% they 

< pay a proportioned Reverence to the Sun, 
' its apparent Source, and to the Moon and 

* Sears participating of the iame celeftial Na- 
« ture. In confequence of thefe Principles, 

< they invented lignificant Rites, and pious 

* Pra<aices, expreffive of their Veneration, and 

* calculated, as they thought, to obtain the 

* Favour of thefe inferior Rulers of the Uni- 
■ * verfe/ This is precifely the Religion of the 

eld Chaldeans ; and this the eaflern Sages call 

the 

* HuTOKiA Dykast. D^nall. IX. 

• Gentile nomen ^\~^ Haram Hsranita, fepe ururpari 
foletpro^Lo i'flii Sabita, qui eft Cultor Stellaium. The 5«- 
iiant go Til Pilgrimage to Haran, in the fame Manner a* tlift 
Mahenulaii$ go tO Micca, antl ff't were wont to go to Jeru- 
/»Um. GoLli Not. ad "Jifra^amy 

D,gt,,-erihyGOO^Ie 
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the primary aM tiK^ ancient Religion in the Let. 1 9, 
World. In thiSj fays the moft learned of the *"'"■*"■"' 
Rabbins*) vt'&i Abraham educated among the 
Chaldees his Countrymen j and this waS the 
Foundation of the Rehgion praftifed by the - 
Magi, or Priefts of the AffyriaUi Median^ and 
Perjian Empires; 

Here then we find the firft Point of our 
Circle, early Purity in Principle and Prac- 
tice. For the learned and candid Shabrejlan 
aiTures us^ that the Zabians continued firm in 
the Belief of one fupreme God themfelves ; 
aiid that the Arguments brought by them to 
convince others of the Unity of his Godhead, 
were unanfwerable ^. Now that this Zabian 
Principle of the Worfhip of one God by Prayer 
and Incenfcj was not confined ta any one 
Tribe or Nation, appears evident from the 
Authority of our holy Scriptures: There we 
find a Canaanitijh Piince, Melchizedec, 
King of Salem, the Prieft of the mo/i bigk 
CodK 

— Cbi con unafola Verga 

Reggca t&umane e le divine cofc ^. 

We find anothfcr of the petty Princes of Pa- 
lejiine, Abimelech King of Gerar, fo little 
furprized with a heavenly Vifion, as to ex- 
poftulate freely with God himfelf '^ Laban 
A a the 

" R. MofEj Ben Maimon. 

' Apud PococK, 

1 G111E!. xiv. S '8. ' Sattifia GaarhU 

• GiMBf. XJ(. 5^5- 

nji,, ivG<-H>^lc 
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Let. 19. the Syrian^ and Betbtiel the Chaldean, may be 
'■""^'"^ perhaps fuppofed, as Abraham'^ Relations, to 
have received fome traditional Knowledge of 
6m God, handed dowB from him, tho' mixed 
with Terapbim '', or Image- Worlhip : But pa- 
tient and righteous Job, tho* an Araby and 
abfolutc Stranger to the yews and their Law, 
and living in the fame uniettled pailoral Way 
as fome of the Arabian Sbieks do now, is a 
fliiniog Inflance of the fame Belief; a Belief 
iTOt peculiar to that good Man, but common 
to alt his Friends, who, tho' born of different 
Tribes, and dwelling in dtftant Lands, 2ea- 
loully maintain the fovereign Sway of one iu- 
premc Ruler of the World. 

In later Times, we find Jethro, Mefef 
Father-in-law, a Prieil in the Land of Mi- 
Man. ', of no Idol, we may fuppofe, nor falie 
God («lfe fuch honourable mention had never 
been made of him, nor Affinity contracted 
with him by the great Enemy of Idolatry) 
but bleffing the true God for his Goodneis to 
the heaven-guided Lawgiver, and o&riag a 
Sacrifice, of which Mofei and Aaron, and all 
the Elders of Ifrae!, were Partakers '". Balac^ 
■ King of Moab, as a Dcfcendant from Lot, 
may have been led to acquiefce in the Power 
of God, to blcis and to curfe whom he pleaies : 

But 

'' Gbne'. soxi. § 54. 

' Tiic ProFJncc of Htjn-, in Arahta, uptHi the Eall Coaft of 
i\x RcJ-Sfa. The Town, ii«r the Head of the GulpliC>U<d, 
Mnjian, now demoilflieJ, b the Indiana QiFuUn^. 
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But Balaam the Son Beor^ tho* dwellingLeLip. 
in Aram (Syria) in the Mountatm of the Eaji^^^'v^'* 
takes up his Parable under the uncontroulable 
Direction of divine Infpiration ". 

If we take a wider Circle, and look farther 
around us among other Nations, we will learii 
from Herodotus, the Father of Hiftory, *That 

* the Egyptians gloried in being thcfrfi of 

* Mankind who built Temples, reared Altars, 

* and created Statues to the Guis.' They had 
then none before j and even Has-Jirfi Temples 
of the Egyptians themfclves, according to an- 
other Author, x^Um nirxv, bad no Statue in 
them '. 

Their Rivals in Antiijuity and Religion, 
the old Chaldeans, had, in Proce^pf Time, 
built a Temple at Babylon, the Wonder of the 
World for Magnificence and Grandeur : But 
fo late as the Days of Herodotm, * there was 

* no Statue in that Temple j nor did any mor- 
< tal Creature (as was fiippoled] pa& the Night 

* in it, excepting one Lady at a time, a Na- 

* tive of the Country, whom the God fa.- 

* voured, faid the Chaldean Priefts, and was 

* plealed to call to his Conch by Name p.' 

That the Persians of moft early Time 

were no Idolaters, but worfhipped one God, 

the Creator of the World, under the Sym1?ol 

A a 2 e| 

■ Numb. wiv. ( 12, ij. 
' * AOTK.IAN. wigi 9tK £v(. 

HKdOT. VUiiQ^ 
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Lct.19. of i^/r^, is acknowledged by all their Hift'o- 
'■^■">^~^ rians, and has been fet in the cleareA Light 
by our excellent Mr. Hyde\ Their Zeal for 
this Principle, feems to have carried them to- 
great ^Extremes, and made them tolerate no 
Way of Woiibip but their own. A Strain of 
it may have poffibly mixed with Cambyjes' 
Madncfs, in the Havoc he made of the Egyp- 
tian Divinities ' — and influenced the Condudt 
of Xerxes in dcmolilhing the Grecian Tem- 
ples, and defacing their Statues wherever he 
paiTed. As this was the conAant Pra(n:ice of 
the Perjiam, the apocryphal Author of the 
Book of Judith, feems to have ftretched it to 
the portentaous Rea&n given for the King of 
Ntneve^s Expedition againA the whole Earth, 

* That all Nations, Tongues, and Tribes^ 

* might worfliip Nehucbadnezar', and call 

* upon him as their only God.' 

" The Greeks and Romans had their Re- 
ligion at fecondhand from powerful and know- 
ing Nations, but who had departed from their 
firft Eftablilhmcnt, before their Intercourfe 
with European People S It is not therefore to 
be exped:cd, that tbefe fhould be wifer than 
their Mailers, and exercife a Purity they had 
never received. Yet there are maay Traws of 
noble 

1 De Religione veterurti PekcaruhC' ' S« above, p. 180. 
' NoC the BaijiiKiA Canqueror ,■ buc a King, whofe Name oc 
Expediiion is no where elfc Kcoided in Hittbfyr 
• See above, g. i-/j, 

D,gt,,-erihyGOOgle 
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■noble Simplicity, (hall I fay, or, in more fa-Let.i«. 
fhionablc Stile, of a rufticPlainnefstobciccn'*"''^'"^ 
in the Rites of both Nations. 

* For the firft hundred and fcventy Years, 

* fays "M. Varro^ after Romulus^ there was not 
' a Stamc in any Temple at JIome™:' And, 
in exadt Conformity with that learned Romany 
Plutarch afliires ns, * that anciently there was 

* no image of a God, either painted or car- 
*'vcdj to be feen among that People 5 rfiat 
' for the firft hundred and fcventy Years of 

* their State, they built Temples indeed, and 

* offered Sacrifices, but there was no Statue 
< placed in the Shrine, nor Likenefs contrived 

* for the Divinity".' Even the rude illiterate 
"Germans, fo late as the Age of Jacitui^ re- 
tained thus much of the ancient Opmicm, [ 

* that it was fooIiHi to endeavour to coop up 

■* the Gods within Walls, antj impious to I 

* frame any Image -of them in the Similitude 
' of the human CountcnAnce*:' And, to fay 
the "itruth, the firft Statues ercfted for them, 
hardly deferved the Name, being only great 
£tones Jiei ■ojn Endy, generally ^»tfr/ '_, fome- 

A 3 times 

* The firft Statue that was caft a Reme, wai much later. 
^OM/E fimulacrum txairefallam Cereri friiKum rtfcrio, tx 
piculia Sp. Caini, ja^m rcgnum-affeSanttm fattr ipfius intertvitt 
ral. Plik. 

* See p. 247. " Cohibere parietibus Deos, atque in ulkim 
buxnam oris fpeciem affimilare nefai ejQftimaiit. 

pc Mcrihui Germanorvu. 

y The Word T13Hn, which .the Jfuii are prohibited to ereft, 

A?es not ftrLlly niedn a Statui or Imast, but what the Grtejf/ 

failed STHAH (Cippus, Tiluius) a pillar, or CalufnH i a Staxt 
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Let.ig. times conical *f ibmetimes pyratnidal^ or^ 
*''^>'^~'micircular\ and frequently quite rougb zstA 
unhewn ', without Touch of a Tool, 

But 

Jit tn End u a Monairent or Memonal. r>ch u that which 
Jattb ereded between him and Lehan. Jiid]KD\> ttei a SuntT 
and fit it up, ^3!IS A Statue. Genes, xxxi. 5> 45. 

■ TheSiatacsof theoldeft Jlfff-fwr; (fee Page 17;) were ori- 

B'najly longy^surr Slenei : The jithinimm firlT pat an old Man's 
ead on them, and afterwards, taught by the Ptlafgi, added the 
Symbol of Generation. Macrobiw*- The Same of the Mo- 
ther of the Gods, brought to Rtmt fiom Pirygia, wasa^aC 
black fguare Stone. T.-fiui PoMpty fays, flie it called KTBHaH 
andKlTBHEH, from KYBOSaCuBi, to Ihew that file naa thft 
Feandation and Bafit of the Uniteksi. 

■ The ancient Phbmcians had an Image of the Suk, which 
tliey believed not to have been formed by human Art, but to 
have fallen immediately down from Heaven. It was a large 
bhck Stone, round and btoad at the Bottom, but diminifhing by 
degrees, and terminating in a flendet Point. Hekod. 
Simulacrum £>rii« (VsKEBis] nun iffigit bumana: (ent'muuiOrbit, 
lathr* initio linMtm in amBitam, Melae pmdn, ixurgm. Tacit. 

I remember a pleafknC Reafon afli^ned by a learned Anti^ 

?uaTy for thii Figure of the Goddeb ; Par h mi ricarda di 
Bvir Into cht qntfia Figara rapfrr/inta fOueitico dii Cerpa 
tamanB ; id i dale a Venete pircbt fi etidt tbt la Libidint alk 
Dennt fiia e csminiiiei in quifia partt, Vihcekzo Cartari. 
The Sun's being the Ceoter of our Planttarj Srjitm, is the real 
Reafon both of the tmibilical Figure of thefe Statues, and of th^ 
con ftant Tradition, that Delphi was the Navii. of the Earth: 
in Sign whereof, they kept in the Temple a Stone of white Mar- 
ble cut in that Shape, and rcligioufly wrapp'd up in Swaddling- 
doaths. r 

^ The Mica It I A Nt worftiipped &I7eat Stone in the Form of 
a Pyramid, under the Name of Apallii. Their more elegant 
Neighbours, the Athinian*, had him in human Shape, but 
with aHead long and fharp, in the Form of a Pyramid. Pau- 
*a n. a Imall Globe fplit in two, and one of the Halves let on 
the Top of a Pole, was the ObJeQ, or rather Symbol, adored 
by the ancient Peonianj. Max. Tvr. 

« The oldeft Idol of the Jrah, wa» «lJU Manah, a God- 
dcrs, like VsNva and Fats, worffiipped under the Form of a 
^t unhewn Stont. Shahrestan. The Statue of the TiyC 
fianCvTio, wataroughStoneuntouch'dbyaTooI. Pausah. 
Aw) fee ftige 346. Now '. 
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But as the East fceftis always to have led Let. 19. 
in Matters of Religion, and that Purity re-'— "v"*^ 
mained longer untainted in that devout Cli- 
mate, than in moil Parts of the Earth, let us 
take a nearer Survey of its early Eftablilh- 
ment. 

And fir ft, let us remember that Oriental 
Wijdom was alvraye in the higheft Reputation } 
fohigh, that the Jewifii Prince, celebrated as 
the wifeft of Mankind^ is magnified by the 
Comparifon: * His Wifdom, we are told, 

* was greater than the Wifdom of all the Sons' 

* (f the East, than all the Wifdom of (he 

* E,gyptians*' And that we may not hefitate 
about the Preference, the Wife-men of Egv pt 
itfelf, the Privy -Counfellors of the Nation, 
that boafted thefublimeft Science, and looked 
on the Sages of all other People, as little bet- 
ter than Children -J thefe very Men are intro- 
duced by the moft knowing of the Prophets, 
as founding their Claim to Knowledge upon 
their Eastern Dcfcent, and thereby fairly 
allowing the Superiority of their Chaldean 
Majlen \ 

Nor was this a fliort-lived Reputation, that 

flourifhed for an Age, and then evaniihed : It 

furmounted even their national Calamities % 

A a 4 and, 

* III. KinosIV. J. 30. 

How will ye fay uwo Pharaoh, lam a Sen of iht Wise, a 

Stn ef lb* KiMgi aftbt Eact i 5o O*}!? ought to be tran.lated, 

IsAtAii xix. \. 1 ■■ 
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Let, 1 9. and, like the Gredam^ of old, and thcCJi/- 
^"^"""^ ;;f/f » of late, enabled the Vanquiftied to give 
Law to the Vigors. Thcfc knowing and 
pq!itc Nations civilized the rude i?e/»an and 
rugged Tartar, their Conquerors; and, in the 
fame manjier, the haughty Mede and hardy 
Perfian, fubmittcd to the Leflbns of their 
Ghaldi-an SubjeSis, both in Religion and Po- 
licj'. They are particularly celebrated for their 
Skill in Aftronomy^ which a part of them af- 
terwards abufed, by applying it to Horojcapes 
and Divinationh But the Hiftwy of the Wife- 
men, as our Tranflation render? the MATor, 
(Magi) of the Original', guided by a Sfar^ 
portending, or rather announcing, the BirtK 
of a King to the Jews, does great Honour to 
' " thq 

f Graecia capta_/>rii»» viilorem cepit, etart« 

JlUuIiCfli,,/iLATIO: ■ HORAT. 

% Of the nvo and twenty Families that have reigned in Ch 1 n a, 
three Here Tartars, wh'o quickly adopted the Chiitift Manneri 
and Literature. Sec Viaggiii M. Marca Polo Cmiilbuimii f'e^ 
iictiane. Ani.oizg;- Abdalla BeidaWI. Edit. Mii//er. Ah-* 
IJALEJ SiMiCAE, tS*f. ■ 
4* Tu ne qua:neri9Tcirc, ne&s, <]uein mihi quein tibi 
Finem \>\ dederim Ltuconie: neu Babtlonios' 
Tenuris nuimeros. Horat. 

Chaldaeis fed tnajor'erit iiducia: qukquid 
bixeri: Aftiol.gai credent a frorite relatiiiri 

HamMONI*. - ■ ■ JUVEWAL. 

Aiinum die;mqiio ultimuin vit^ jampridein fufpedljm habcbat 
\Utim!tiair.(s) Horam etiam ; nee non et genus mortis. Adoiel^ 
centuio CiiALDAii cunfla pTzdix^cant. Sueton. 

• 'l3« MAFOI ail* ay»Ts?u;r waftytMtTi- MATO. B. 01, Si, 

lojiATiiis feys fhe Splendor of the Star was ineSabfe, anJi 
flfuck all who beheld it with Amazements for dl the'other 
Srars, tngeiher wilh the Sun and Moon, attended it in a Chi- 
llis, while ill Luftrc it outihone them all XIV, S^ifi. adEth/. 

I ,1, nh,Goo^le 
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the Science of thcfe eafiern Sages, and won-Lct.iq. 
derfully quadrates with their conftant Con-"— w— ^ 
templation of the Hoft of Heaven. 

Distance of 7'ime, and Want of Recerds^ 
permit us not to determine the precife Period 
when the Chaldeans departed from the Purity 
of their primitive Syflem. But as in all hu- 
man Societies, there is a Mixture of gpod and 
bad, of noble and bafe, it would feem that a 
meaner Set of them had early proftituted their 
Science to Incantation and Magic''; while the 
founder and fuperior Part renounced them for 
^ doing, and acquired fuch Reputation by 
their upright Condud and celcftial Science, 
as, like other divine Lawgivers, to be thought 
worthy of Empire ', It is paft doubt, that 
before they were known to the Arabs, under 
the Name of Zabiam, they had Superadded to 
their firft Piinciplc of oru/upreme, GOD (to 
which they inviolably adhered) a fecond Prin- 
ciple, of the heavenly Bodies beidg, as it were, 
Jiis Minijiers, and Mediators between him and 
finful Men. Upon this they built fiich a Train 

of 

>■ SeelsAiAKxlvii. ^ liand 13, wherBbjrtheC:roffl'"T55h 

th,e Sadtly of the Hia'sin:, or Uia'vtn-Cempiaiiint^ which we 
have tranilaced AJfrdngtri, {eems 10 be meant die fcparatcd, o^ 
if you pleafe, the confecoteii Body of the Cha!dt»M JSrimmm i 
and by tlie Star-gaaeri and monthly Pro^BeftUaleri, the Fottiin&> 
tellers and Genechliacs. They ilill ftvarm in the East.' 

^eif Toi( XAA&AIOIZ vr^tauyt^mfiinn, it irif! aV|*Ufii" ivfi 

■tea ei T\i^',i. DTPAB. BIB. n. See alfo hjs AaosmX Qi hUfit, 
in the WI Book, undtu thf Aitifis of Sykia; 
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Let.i9.offuperftitious Praftices, performed in Honour 
■^ of the brighteft Stars, as made fome fancy 
them to be denominated *" from thefe Obje<fts 
of their Worifaip, which laToured ftrongly of 
Idolatry. High Devotion, Hke other Pafiions, 
when divorced from Underftanding, ftands on 
the Brink of a Precipice, with a Deicent ib 
flippery, that, without fonw Counter-Paifion 
to keq> the Foife, down it hurls into Super* 
ftition and Tolly". 

• "^HESE vifible PUrutSf laid they, thefc 

• gloriotM incorruptible Orbs, are the eternal 

• Habitations pf Genii, or Vehicles of pure 

• fpiritual Subftances, which animate them as 
■ the human Soul does the Body, and by 

• whole Miniftry and Interpofition, the fu- 
' premc Being (whom they call the God of 

• Gods, and Lord of Lords) governs the 

• World, and difpofcs of the Fates of Men. 

• It is tbey that reveal his fovcreign Will to 
' Mortals, and by their Means his Bene- 

• fits are conveyed to the Inhabitants of the 

• Earth.' At firft therefore, continues my 
Author, they oifcred up their Prayers to thefc 

Minifters 

» Fiom P;»^fT*?2 Tzaba-Skamaim, thx Haji 'f Hia- 
vttt. 

• Diverfe Bande 

Divei£ Iian Ri". «tHabiti, e FaveJle. 
AUri adora le Kelve ; altri ta grandc 
Coimnnne Madre ; il Sole aliri c le Stelle 1 
V i chi d* abominevoli Vivande 
Le Menfe mgombra, fceleratee felle. 
£'n fbnuDa, ogn'un che'n qua da Caifa fiede 
Baitnro e di eoftnmi, einpio di f«de. Tasi(^ - 

4 
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Miniftcrs of the divine Will; then they pro-Let.19. 
ceeded to burn Incenfe and make Oblations,'— ^v—' 
fuch as they thought mcft agreeable to their 
fuppofed Natures. They accurately cbferved 
their Rifing and Setting, their Conjundlions 
and Afpedls, their Houfes^ as they are called, 
or Manfions among the ConftcIIations, divi- 
ding the World among them, and afllgning 
fuch and fuch a Species of Being to each par- 
ticular Planet's Adminiftration. According to 
their Number, they made a fucceflive Revo- 
lution of Time in fevcn Days, which we cal] 
a Weeky and confecrated each Day to itsGadr- 
dian Planet; a Cuftom that, from them, has 
ipread thro' mcft Nations, and feems to fa- 
vour the Aflertion of the 'Jewijh and Arabic 
Authors, that their Religion, as it is among 
the oldeft in the World, has likcwifc fpread 
it&lf over the Face of the whole Earth. 

But in procefs of Time their Rites mul- 
tiplied, and their Wopfhip grew more fenfual. 
Their mediatory Planet, they obferved, fre- 
• quenily withdrew from their Sight, while 
they flood in conftanl Need of his Interccflion 
and Influence. They therefore formed to 
themfclves Figures or Schemes^ myftically re- 
prcfenting the Powers and Properties, not only 
of each Planet, but of the Lord of all^ and 
his chief Attributes, Thefe were put in a 
fort of Shrine of a proportionable Form, to 
.which they paid a pious Reverence. 

Tat7s 
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* Thus the Shrine of the First Cause was 
let over all the reft, and received their prime 

* Devotions. Under it was the Shrine of 

* Mind, or Vnderftanding\ then the Shrine 

* of Provi DENCE, or Forefgbt i then of 
' Spirit; and, laft of all, the Shrine of 

* Neces:.ity — all of a ^cihdi ^berical Fi- 

* gure, denoting Eternity °. After thefe, ftood 

* the Shrine of Saturn, an Hexagon, or Fi- 

* gure of fix Angles j then the Shrine of yu~ 

* piter^ a Triangle j of Mars, an oblong 

* Square ; of the Sun, a perfed: Square ; and 

* fo of the other Planets,' Now, from the 
Worfhip paid to thefe myftic Shrines, and 
fymbolical Reprcfentations, intelligible to few 
but their Priefts, it was natural for a new SeiS ' 
%o form itfcif, fond of a real Image^ or rather 
a fancied Likenefs of the favorite Planet'. 
This they made of fiich Metal as they ima- 
gined was moft confonant to its Nature j of 
Gold, to the Spn j of Silver, to the Moon j 
of Iron, to Mars ;— and thereby fixed the Tra- 
dition of the Names given to ^Jetals by the 
Clymijis, which is equally received over the 
World, as their Dodrrine of the Days of the 

Week, 

° Phiiolau), tljeemineniPyffl^BrMii, fays the CiWA- wa> 
conftaated » the Symbol of the Gods, »){« Si«> j! "if«I. a» 
they were InteUigtfai. ASaoa within the Agent, which the 
Schoolmen call jiaus immantm, is the Aflion of Mind : Such, 
they fay, is a Circle put in Motioa. D*MAsciua. 

»• There are two Sefts of Z* « i a n s, fays Shahrtfimn ^\^ 
Vl^l. Sbrint-Worfii^ftrs^ and >J^\ yolSSl Imast-Wtf. ' 
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Week. Then offering, at the proper Hour Let. ig* 
and precife Minute of the Day confecrated to '— v*-^ 
the Planet, the moft grateful Perfumes and 
Sacrifices, which they always burnt entire, 
they believed that the pure fpiritual Intelli- 
gence, defcending from its Orb at their Prayer, 
alighted on its myftic Symbol^ faid the better 
fort i on its real Image, faid the more fcnfual, 
which it animated, and made fometimes to 
fpeak, and at other Times appear in Dreams ' 
and Vifions, to reveal the Will of the moft 
High God, and dired its pious Votaries to 
their own Advantage t. 

Here wc find the ^fW Step of our Pro- 
greffion, the Introdudlion of Star-Worjbip 
among a People who formerly adored one only 
GoD, and who ftill pretended to implore his 
Blefling thro' the Mediation of thefe his iiip- 
pofcd Minifters. In order to defcribc the 
thirds we muft fhift the Scene, and lake leave 
of the Zabiam ; for we never read of their 
falling into grofs Polytheifmy and deifying 
every thing around them. But the Tafk would 
be now equally fupcrfluous as endlefs. Let us 
content ourfelves with this general melancholy 
Truth, * That there is no Nation known in 

* Hiftory, which in fome Period or other of 

* its Duration, has not been addldlcd to ab- 
' furd Ceremonies, and plunged in fome Spe- 

* cies of Idolatry.' Could any Nation have 

bope4 

^ PococK. Specimen Hi ft. Arabum. 
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Let.ip.hoped for Exemption, it muft have teen 
^"""^a ebofeh People, feleifled from all the Tribes 
and Families of the Earth, to be holy Pat- 
terns of a pure Worfiiip, and, as it were. 
Guardians of a divine Difpenfation'. And 
yet we are affured, by the moft unfufpicious 
Authority, that it was quite olherwifc; no 
Race or Society of Men having more quickly ' 
. cr grofly abandoned the noble Simplicity of 
their primitive Inftitution, tho' vifibly revealed 
from Heaven, and fupportcd by a Succeffion 
of the moft ftriking Miracles. Their Zabian 
Neighbours continued much longer untainted, 
nor did they ever arrive at fuch a Pitch of 
Stupidity and Corruption, as the ftubborn 
Ilebre'ws \ But if your Curiofity fliould lead 

you 

' Bkilame por ?rueva de la Execlencia del Puekla de T/raeie\ 
haverlos Diuis efcogido per Pueblo Suyo de encre las Nacioncj 
del Mundo, y polar cl Cafa iivino tobre fu Moliitud, hafla que 
Eegaron tcdos ellos al grado de la Prophccia, y paffd la cofa a 
fus Mugeres. — [Lai Patiiarca;) fueton ei Caiafen del genero hu' 
ni:mo, y {a ff/oro—y los demai faeton como Corte/at. 
.CuZABi: DiicorC I. 

* ExOD. xxxii. S. 8. 

' Ii does not appear, th?.t ever there was a Peof Ic lb prone 
to Idolatry as the Jivm, before they were canied Captives to 
Babylon. 7hi Nwniitr efthy Goat arr arcording le tht Nuni' 
htr of thy Cilia, O Judaji! fays one of their Prophets (i) j 
who like wife affirms, that, to the Ailoniftiment of Heaven and 
Earth, no Nation had fuch Pronenefs to change then/a/fe Gods 
as the yevii to abiindon llie Irue [z] ile paints this in the 
Drongell Metaphors that human Language or human Mannek* 
can afford (j). hat ihro' all their hiliory, they are chiefly re- 
proached with tvo Sorts of Idolatry; firll, the Worlhip of 
Baal, and fecondly, of AsHteroth. sometimes thefe are 
joined, as Goks wotfliipped by ne People, and ibmetimes dif- 
tinguiflied 

(pj»««.il. 5»«. ^ (.)lbit§IO,...I.. (i)J»«». 

ni. I 1, a. coropuM wiili EsacH. vn, ^ ij, aC 

, I ,1, ii,,Coot^le 
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you to inquire into the Degeneracy of thisLet.19. 
very Q>al<Uan Tribe, io pure at the beginning,^— v^ 
and fo long uninfected, you will find it painted 
in ftrong Colours by a very learned Jew ", 
who yet docs them not the JuAice they have 
met with} both from Chrifiian and Mabo- 
metan Writers". 

Their Dodrinc is nearly the fime with 
that delivered by Plato, io the ftrfcn of 
the celebrated Diotjma, a learned Lady, 
whom Socrates owned as his Mifirefs : Not 

in 

finguillied as Gods tii iifftrfit Natiooj. The firft lijrtgumtff 
ufcd in die plund NtimKt, Baaliu ; and the lalt is ahueyt 
fo. The ^nuj were origiiially Chaldeans (4} or.asweare 
clfewhere told; their Father was an Amarite, and their Motiier 
a. Hittiti \%) \ and from a fmall Tribe grew, in 4J0 Years,.io b^ 
a numerous People in Ecyi-T. Now the Chaldemm, their 
Forefather!, \x&6e» tbt mafl High G»J, worihif^ theHo»T of 
Heaven, theBAALiu (fee rege 89. Note') and tht Efypti- 
ans, their Mallert, for whafe Country and Cullbnu they teoined 
fuch Fondnefi, worflupped iheO*, the Heiftr, the Calfi, the 
G»aU the Ram, in ftiort Ttrs;^'% The Flocks. No wonder 
if a fupeiftitio)» Nation, fpmng Erom ont Country, and mijillid 
in another, followed the Worfnip of their Progeniiori and Lsrds. 
That this wat their PrafUce, appears plain from the Cslitn 
Calf, compared with the Speedi of one of their greater Cap- 
tains : ' Aiw tbtreferi put awof the God* ixhich your Fathers 
' fervid entbfBtktrSidt »f tbtiii\s.%{EkpbraHs i that is, thjT 

• Chaldeaks] xsijn EcrPT; andfervtje]f.noyt,». And 

• ifilfeim evil ttjw t»Jfrvi ]shovak, chasfe jbu tbit Day 
-> v/bem yen luillfervi } lubtthtr ihi Gods nuoicbyaur Fatbere 

• ferved en the etbtr Side ef the Ritir, tr the Gaui of the 
*■ Amorites in vihtfe Land je dvjillf^ The Cbaideant, on the 
otheiSide the River, worJhiimed the Baal in, and the £^' 
tian$, and their Neighbours the AimiTitii. the Ashtzroth. 
Bill this mnft not be confounded either with ri^'^^'N Groves, the " 
Place of Worfhip ; nor with E3^*)V^ ^. male, lignifying a col- 
lateral Obj eft, STATtJES. 

(t) G.H... ai. S%%, It. (s) E««. ati. ^3. 

<■ M«miH Nbvo. Lib. III. dp. xq. 
* Catcea. Abvl. Paragi. Dr, Pecocc, 

rihyCOO^Ic' 
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ijCt.19.in the Senfe that Term is ufed in Town,' bu< 
'—■V—' meaning a holy Prophctefs, from whom ho 
profeflcd to have learned abundance of fine 
Things upon the moft important Subjeds^r 
and which neither he, nor his illuftrbus Pu- 
pil, durft venture to publifh as their ownt 
From her he learned, as his Scholar makes 
him fey, * that the Species of Genii is <: rnid- 
« die Nature^ — fomething between Gods and 

* Men. As fuch, its chief Employment is to 

* fove as the Organ of Communication be- 

* twixt them, to convey the Tranfadlions on 

* Earth to the Gods, and explain to Mortals 
•■ the good Pleafure of Heaven : For this,gfeat 

* Purpofe, it is placed In the Middle between 

* both, filling the apparent empty Space, and 

< connefting the mighty Extremes of the 

* Whole. Thro' this middle Species of Bc- 

* ing. Prophecy^ in all its diffirent Shapes, 

* and all the Science of the Priefts about fa-* 

< cred Matters, is conveyed to Men ; fuch as 
■ Sacri^es, Ceremonies, Prayers, znd Charms i 

* and, in a word, every fort of Divination and 

* y^gi^^y ' F^f '^* divine Nature never im- 

* mediately mixes, nor commnnrcates with 

* the mortal i but, thro' the Canal of this 

* Species of Genii, all Communion and Inter- 

* courfe between Gods and Men, is carried on, 

* whether awake or afleep *. 

_ I-r 
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It is not at all improbable, that the learned l«t. 19. 
Philofopher may have drawn this Doarine^-"'v— ^ 
fiom the iamc Source, whence it was gene- 
rally believ'd he had his Knowledge of the 
Sours Immortality '. However that may be, 
it is certain, that a Subordination ofDeities^ or 
different Oniers dS celeflial Powers, is a very 
ancient, and efpccially an caftern Tenet. Wet 
£nd Traces of it in molt of their religious 
Syftems } nay, and fometimcs their Divinities 
not only fubordinats, but even oppofite to one 
another. Thus the Chaldeans, immovea- 
ble in the Belief of oiic7"/'''«ntf Being, yet laid 
it down £ts a fundamental Principle, * that his 

* Will and Benefits were conveyed to Mortals 

* by the folc Miniftry oijpiritual Subfiames, 

* in the fame Manner, lays Sbabrejian, as the 
« Orthodox of other Religions, Jewifii, Chri. 

* ftian, and Mahometan, believe he employs 
' Men like themfelves.' Thus the ancient 
Magi built their Belief and Prance upon 
two Principles, L i o H T and Darkness. 
They called the firftKADiMAN', iha Ancient 
«r Eternal i and the,iecond Ah ram an*, the 

B b Latter 

y llLaem, <Kf* fa^aaiai, that the-CHALDtAXt of ^ra>t, 
and the hJian Macii were the firft Aflerters of che Iramorti' 
lit^oftheSod (tf Maa* an Opinion that hu been fince adcftinl 
by Plato ihe Son of Jriftt, and fame others of the Grtdam 
{'hilofophen. MaiiaiiiAC. 

• From the ChaUee DTjJ Pri»r!tM. PrJmr-dlam ttrnftrii, 
comet the numeral in the iame Dialed ^MSrTjJ Priaui, Prixfi- 

''""■ __4- 

* It it pbinly fiom HO** Aochliaa, CSiaU. ftgtrhr, Vt- 

iimm. 
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l^t 19. hatter or Created. Some faid thefe Principles 
'"— ^""^Werc oppofite and coeval \ others, that they 
were oppofite but fuccejjive; and thefe SciSs 
continued difputing, until their great Reform- 
er Za»adusht, or Zoroafier, taught them 
that neither Kadt'ma;), nor j^braman^ were 
eternal ; but both created by the one eternal 
GOD, who had no Companion nor Equal, 
and of whom he forbid to frame any Statue 
or Likenefs, but only to worship him under 
the Symbol of Fire \ 

These various Creeds and Inilitutions will 
appear lefs ftrange, if we call an Eye back- 
ward upon the many moiiftrous Herelies that 
fprang early up in the primitive Church <=; and 
if we recoiled that ibme very learned Men of 
late, have intermixed Opinions not unlike 
P/a/o's and the Zabtam^ with the Dodlrines 
of Chriftianity. It is the famous Postel 
that I have chiefly in my Eye, who in the 
former Part of his Life was the Wonder of 
France^ and indeed of all the Republic of 
Letters. H>s Reputation was fuch, that many 
Princes had Recourfe to him in Qucflions of 
Literature } nor did he lofe it but by an At^ 
- tempt to become a Catholic Jlpoflle, and to 
Convert by hisjii^rior Reafon all (he Nations 

of 

* See EioD. iii. S i. xxiv. J 17. xl. ( 34, 38. I.bvit. 
«■ i 23. 24- 
' See Efipbamui and Irtntni, ctucfl/ OD the Manich; f t 

nyN,-.^hyGOOglC , 
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of the Earth to Chriftianity. For this Pur- Let. 19. 
pofe he wrote under a very appofite Name,*— -v"^ 
{Eliai PandocbcsuSj or Receiver General) bis 
Panthenosia j Jhe Tuba peniiltima Clan' 
gor : That is XJniverfai Unify, or tbe Sound 
of tbe loft Trumpet fave one. Ther? he pre- 
tends to demonftrate the Confiftency of all 
Scdsi yews, Mabometam, Heretics^ Pagans, 
with the Cbrijiian Doftrines. He maintains, 
that all Nations knew from the Beginning, 
and pradifed the felf-fame Rehgion in Sub* 
ilance, tho' under dii^rent Symbols : He even 
enters into a Detail, and affirms that the Books 
of Zobar^ Rabhtb, and the Medrafisim (Col- 
le£lions ofyewijh Comments and Traditions) 
proceed from the very fame Spirit that dicta- 
ted the Go/pel ; and in Ihort, that the Cha~ 
lani, the Magi^ the Gymnofopbifls, the Chal- 
dean, Egyptian, and ye-mjb Prophets, arc alt 
cf one and the fame Original^. I 

The beft Key to this Condudt, is to tell 
you, that this great Man was, at times, a lit-' 
tie crazy, though with fomc lucid Intervals.' 
The Converfion of all Nations, was the tick- 
lilh String of his happy Enthufiafm, which 
at illumined Hours, made him drive an 
Idea entertained by many in a lefler Degree, 
to the Pitch of Extravagance I have repre- 
fented. Among many great Names I could 
B b 2 men- 

' G. PosTELLi d« Ori^Q, Caf. ivii. 
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(.et,i9.mention, the ingenious Abbe Plucbe, wh« 
*-*'v*^ha« transformed the Egyptian Deities into 
puppets drefled up for public Signals, allow* 
the primitive Religion to have been pure ; and 
the Worfliip of one God to have been fettled 
«8 the traditional Pra(^ice all over the Eafi : 
And another Author, of fluent Expreffipn and ■■ 
good Intentions, feems to have vrrit a long 
learned Roniancc », only to fliew that all the 
Heathen Nations, not only held the Principle 
of Unity in the Godhead, but had Notions 
of the moft myftcrious Points of our Belief 
concerning his Being and Providence. 

Tho' thefe Views of the Confent of Na- 
tions be perhaps ftrctchcd full as far as they 
will bear, yet their humane Tendency, to 
fnake all Mankind bappy^ furely pleads for 
fomc Grains of Allowance. Who can doubt 
but the good Fofiet% Heart was overflowing 
with Charity, when his Head was warm with 
a fancied Rcfemblancc or Identity of all the 
Religions in the World ; and feeding his Hopes 
of being the glorious Inftrumcnt of a toul 
Coalition ? Let us therefore, in confideration 
of fo beneficent a Temper, fmile at his Sal- 
lies, and ceafc to wonder, if finding every 
where Traces of fpirltual Intelligences, Mini- 
vers to the Moft High, he adopted the Ztf' 
kian or Platonic Principle into bis apoftolicat 
Theory, 

n,gn,-.rihyGOOglC 
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Theory*} and now purfue thenoc Step of Let. 19, 
our tmn. »-— v— ^ 

■ Time was, %s a fagacious RahUy whefli 

• the whole Earth Was co^red with Blindneis 
~* aod Error, fomc few of the Patriarchs only 

< excepted. One Nation faid there was no 
« Jirft Cause, nor any Part of the Univerfe 

< that cou'd with greater Propriety call it&If 
■ a Creature than a Creator, fince the Whole 
« was eternal. Another iaid the Empyrmmt 

• or celeilial Sphere, was eternal, the Authu 

• of all Things, and adored it accordingly. 

• A third believed that Fire was the Sub- 

• fiance and Caofe of Light, and of the ftu. 
' pondous Prodnftions we fee in the World^ 
' for which they adored itj and laid the Sml 

• too was Fire. Others, and the greater Part, 

< wotfhipped the Sun^ the Moon^ the Planets^ 

• and the Figures oi Animals formed in Like- 

• nefe to thofe in the Zodiac. Others wor- 

• fhipped their Princes or their Wife-men ^ 

• and all agreed, that it was impoflible for 

< any thing in the World to fwervc from th% 

• Courfe of Nature. 

B b 3 ^ * Things 

* Je montre par nn Ecrits qu'au deflbiu de I2 Tamt U y x 
neceflairement une prtmUri Inttlligence, ^ui contient touiei le> 
latelligences du monde, taut humainn commc angeliqun, qui 
<le teui NacurEl toutes font bonnes i-~de laquelle prtmitrt Lilil' 
ligcnct, qui eft premieienicnt em^e: comnie la Liuniere du £'«- 
Itil trinim, ou comine I'odear du corps odonuit, et en apres eft 
CK^ foTmee et faice, ct uiiie principalement a la ftcoodc Per- 
UtMi (^ cH palBve— ftc. 

Apolocie de Gvlliadmi PoitiliM. S. 4<]r 
3>blioteque du Roi. ** 
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• Things continued in this State, proceeds 
the Rabbi, Kn?/V/j6f Philosophers, Men oj 
' a fine fukile IVit and profound Meditation, 

* difcovered and cmjejfed that there muji be a 

* First Cause, almighty and fupreme, -whom 
' no created Being can refembie. But they 
' erred in the Progrefs of their Reafoning ; 

* faying, that tho' God created, he does not 

* now operate in the World in general, much 
' lefsinIndividuals,nordire£t particular Events; 
' which they thought too mean to fall under 

* the Cognizance of io exalted a Being, efpe- 
' cially as he never innovates nor alters theie 

* original Nature.' 

And »ow. My Friend! we have reached 
the grand revolving Point of our drck : 

Magnus ab integro Seclorum nafcitur Ordo 
Pollio / et incipient magni procedere Menfes : 

The Point vihcn found Philosophy brought 
Men back to ancient Simplicity in Belief and 
Worfhip, in Times of the greateft Superfti- 
tion and Fondncfs of fplendid Ceremonies, 
To (hew this in its genuine Light, I have 
chofe the Teftimony of a ftaunch Jew^^ as 
the plaineft and leaft liable to Exception: 
But either he confines the latter Part of hi« 
Obfervation folcly to the Epicureatis, who de- 
nied 

* R^ibbi JuDA Che livitt, AnUior of the eweUei«*2>Ww« 
mfcribtd CvEAKr. 
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nied the Frovidenct of GOD', and whom^Lctip. 
for that Rcafon, all his Nation cordial Iy'"-v**~^ 
hate, or he is highly unjuft to the other pious 
Philofbphers -, for even thofe who by their 
deepeft Refoarches cou'd not find out the 
Almighty to Pcrfcftion, who were perfuaded 
that in bim we live, and move, and have our 
Being, bat cou'd not decide whether he were 
a Principle feparate from the Univcrfe, or the 
vital Source of Life and ExiAence diifuled 
thro' the Whole, even tbo/e alTerted and ad- 
mired bis Providence. 

A GREAT Aftronomer and Mathematician 
concludes his Conftru£lion of j^ratus' Sphere 
with this remarkable Doubt, and its Solu- 
tion. * There is a Queftion put, fays he, whe- 
< ther Jupiter (the fupreme God) be tna- 

terial, or an aifive Principle; whether he 

* be a Living Soul animaung the World, or 

* a pure Intelligence^ or fome fuperior Power 

* far exalted above the Heavens, and by Na- 

* ture immoveobleT As for Aratut he has 
mentioned the Name of Jupiter in the com- 
mon Acceptation, as the Bafi of Being, and 
Foundation of the Umverfe : But one of two 
is certain, * That cither the all-difpofing Pro- 

* vidence of the Deity reaches and a€ts thro* 

B b 4 'the 

< Kai i 0EIA ♦TZIE irji( lavla foia^i *rMirayi^%- tt?Aa 
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Let 19.* the Whole, and that bis EHence, extend- 
"""•"^^ • ing throughout, is the Bond of its. Union ; 
' or, that he is ajtparate Beit^ aAing »x»>rd- 

* ing to the Names given faim by the Anci- 

* ents, (who afcribcd the Good of every Event 
< to God) to point out his Perfeftions : They 

* call him gaieratiw And parental Jove, _/o- 

* cia/, fuppUcathe^ f'g^h governing, Jrienttfyj 
' and bofpitahlef the Counjellor^ the ^underer, 

* the Deliverer^ and fuch like: Or, in more 

* intelligible Terms, Jupiter, the Source of 
' Being, the Bond of Relations, and Diredor 

* of Birth ; the Author (rf Society, the Hearer 
' of Prayer, the Governor of Kings and Na- 

* tions, the Prciident of PilendQitp, the Fro- 
' teftor of ihc Stranger, the Infpirer of Coun- 

* fel, and 6rft Caufe of whatever happens in 

* the natural or moral World ■»•* His al- 
mighty Hand holds the unerring Ballance that 
weighs the Fates; and hard by bis Throne, 
on Right and Left, Aand the two inexhauft- 
cd Urns, the one filled with Good Fortune 
and Happinels, the other with Misfortune and 
Mifcry. -Out of theft, this Father of Gods 
and Men, miJCS to every Mortal his Doie of 
L3c ; and as he tempers die deftined Draught, 
fo are their Days embittered with DilaflerSj of 
flow fcrenc in Eafe and Profperity '. From 
its Pcdeftal hangs the wond'rous Chain of Gold, 

that 



» AIONTIOT MliXANIHOY i«t(ttfi( Ipai(«(. 
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that binds the Planets to their Spheres, andLet.19. 
fufpends the Sea, and Earth, and Air, and^— v*J 
all they contain, infeparably Unksd to his eter- 
nal Throne \ 

THEtE Piftures, drawn by the Ancients, 
of the Swne ^rvoidence, are too lively and 
ftriking to need any Explication: But it is 
with Diffidence that I enter upon the Sequel 
of my Enterprize, to tranfmit the Concep- 
tions, or copy the Stile of the Language 
judged worthy to be (poken by the Gods, 
efpecially on fuch a Subject as the Creation and 
Government of the World : Let me attempt 
it, upon two equitable Conditions : Firil;, that 
you remember where it was the great Philo- 
fopher lived and wrote — among a giddy Peo- 
ple, nur&d in Ignorance, drunk with Power, 
and jealous of their national Superftitions — : 
Next, that you make a large Allowance to 
me, beyond what Timaus afks, before be en- 
ter upon his exalted Theme. 

Speech, fkys he, fhould bear feme Pro- 
portion to the SuhjeSii : But as no Words can 
fully exprefs their Eflcnce, or reach their Sub- 
ftance and internal Namre, we muft be con- 
tent if we can deliver fome Likenefs or Image, 
fuch as may convey a Shadow or Semblance 
of the Truth. ' If therefore, my Friend ! of 
* the numberlels Doctrines which many have 
advanced 

* XEIPHN x(*n!« tf o'^fS., m^i^irtHH 
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Letip.' advanced concerning the Nature of the 
Gods, and Creation of the Worlds we are 
' not able to make out an exaSi and confiftent 

• Scheme^ you muft not be furprized, but be 

• pleafed if we can reach a probable one\ re-^ 

• membering, that both I whd ipeak, and you 
', who hear and judge, hare no divine^ but 

• an imperfedt human Nature j whom it there- 
' fore becomes, upon ftch high Subjefts, to 

• reft fetisfied with probable Accounts, without 
■ morofc Enquiry into the Matter. 

Let us then declare, for what Rea- 
fon the Author of Being and Creator of the 
World, at " firft compofed the wond'rou 
Frame } 

He 13 good:-! — But Envy or Ill-will 
is in no rcfpefl: incident to the Good : Ejcempt 
from theje it was his Wdl, that all Things 
fliould be made as like to Himfelf as poffible- 
With this Intention, finding all vifible Mat- 
ter, not in a State of Reft, but toffed to and 
fro, in a wild irregular Motion, He firft 
brought Order out of Confufion, as the pre- 
ferable State. For it was and is utterly im- 
poflible, that the befi of Beings fliould produce 
that Thing which is not the beji and fairefi 
the Materiah admit of. Wherefore contem- 
plating, he faw, that even among material 
Objeds, nothing void of 'thought could, in 
.whole or in part, ever compare for Excellency 
witls 
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with what was pofieffcd of Jntelligeme ; andLet.19. 
then, that it was impoffible 'Thought fliouM* — ^"^ 
refide in any Subftancc but in Mind or Spirit. 
He therefore cndow'd a Mind with Intelli- 
gence, and conjoining that Mind to the im- 
menfe material Frame, he finiihed the mighty 
Work, the Fabric of the World, with the 
higheft Beauty and Perfedion of which its 
Nature was capable. 

Thus, in a probabie way of Realbning, wc 
tnuft noods conclude, that the Uoiverie i^ 
in truth, an animated tbinkit^ Suhfiance^ fo 
formed by the Fore-knowledge of G o d." 
Then the Philofopher proceeds to give an Ac- 
count of the Compofition of the Elements, 
of the Formation of the Heavens, of the fphe- 
rical Figure of the Univerfe, and of the har- 
monic Proportions, concurring in the Produc- 
tion of the immaterial thinking Subftance 
which animates the Whole. 7<6/f, as lu 
Father who begot it, perceived to be fclf- 
movcd and felf-iiibfiilent, and the Image of 
the eternal Gods, he approved and was glad, 
and went on to liken it itill more to the ori- 
ginal Model, Wherefore as it is an eternal 
animated Subftaoce, he refolved to render the 
whole Creation, as far as pofljible, the fame. 
But iince the Nature of an immortal Sub- 
ftancc cannot be pcrfcdHy adapted to gene- 
rated Matter^ the great Architect contrived a 
certain 
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Let.i9.certam moving Semblance of endl^s Duratttm^ 
~^Having therefore put the Heavens in order 
{Duration ot Eternity continuing ftili the fclf- 
fame individual Thing) he framed a pragref- 
five Imitation of it, perpctnally encreaiing by 
Number and Quantity^ which we call Time '• 
For Days^ and Nights, and Months^ and Tears, 
(all Parts of time) did not cxift until the 
ffeavem were madCj and were by him or- 
dained to co-exift along with the Heavens^ 
how Toon they were fet a going. It is true 
diat Men^ when they fpeak of Pafi and Fu^ 
tiite^ improperly and inadvertently apply thefe 
Parts of created time to eternal Dttration i 
Sut in found Realbn, we can with Propriety 
only fay, of the latter, that it is ; while it 
vat, 

I So eras f!alntivt Post : 

The long deftined How 

From eVerlatting Age* growing ripe, 
That memoisble Hour of wond'rous Birth, 
When the dread Sire on Emanation bent 
And big with Nature, riling in his Might 

Called fonb C«o/ WW. Then Time firft wai jmw. 

By Godhead flrcaming thro* a thoufand Worlds. 

And with 1131 greater Maftery and higher Coloorin^ 
■ ■ ' From the great Dayj of Heaven, 
From old Stemily'i myfterions Orb 
WuTiMB cutolF, and can beneath the Skieti 
The Skiei which watch him in his new Abode, 
Meaforing hit Motions by revolving Spherei, 
That horologe Machinery divine : 
lioar>, Dayi, and Montbi, and Tiart, his Children, pby 
Like numerous Wings around him ai he flicti 
Or tather at unequal Plumes, they Ihape 
His ainple Pinions, fwift as darted Flame 
To gain his Goal, to reach his ancient Neft, 
And join anew Etbrmitt, hieSire, 
Ib Ul Immiaaliii^ te icfl. 

T»B COHPLAIIIT. Night It. 
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mas, and it mU be, fliould be folely applied Let 19. 
to progreffivc Exigence, proceeding Step by'— ^^^^ 
Step in Time. For thefe Expreffions {tt wat^ 
and // will be) denote fucccffive Movements: 
But the other (Eternal Duration or Exigence) 
is for ever the iaine, indivifiblc, immoveable, 
without poiTibility of its becoming elder or 
younger, or that it fliould be iaid to be torn 
faft, or that it is ytt to come. In a word, 
nothing can be applied to it, which Genera^ 
tioft, or the receiving a Begirmit^ of Exi{fc- 
cnce^ makes us apply to lenfible Obje^s 
tbefe laji being all Portions of Time, which 
revolves in fucceflive Periods, and only imi- 

taiti Eternity. 

TIME therefore b^nwith the Heavens, 
that as they took Rife together, they may be 
together diffbhedj if fuch Difiblution fliall ever 
happen. It was formed upon the Model of 
the Eternal Nature, and made as like to 
it as poffible j the Model having exiftcd foe 
all Eternity^ and the Co^ being to exift for 
all Time^ of which alone it can be faid, // 
wjj, it is, and it mil be hereafter. Such then 
being the Decree and Purpofe of Goo con- 
cerning the Formation of Tittle^ the Sun was 
produced, and the Moon, and the other /w 
Stars commonly called Planets (Wanderers) 
in order to generate Time, and to divide and 
pieferve its Numbers, • Their feveral Bodies 
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l*t-i9'Wcre firft formed by God, and then placed in 
^■""''''^the Orbits whith they Were fevcrally to de- 
icribe> fcvcn in Number as they are feven; 
the Mom in the Orbit neareA (he Earth ; the 
Bun in that next above it ; the Morning Star^ 
and that confccrated to Mercury, he ordained 
to drcumvolve with equal Velocity as the San^ 
bat with a contrary Tendency; ^ence it 
comes to pals, that they frequently overtake, 
and are overtaken in the fame Place by one 
another, both the Sun^ and Mercury ^ anc^ the 
Mornir^ Star, As for the other Planfts, if 
one were to treat of them all» and account for 
their Movements, it would exceed the Bounds 
for which they are here mentioned. 

Then the Pythagorean proceeds to rehearfe 
fome of the Caufes and Consequences of their 
Motions—and particularly their being anima- 
ted with living Souls", capable of receiving 
and executing their Creator's Command : He 
mentions the Produdion of Light in the fe- 
, - wflrf Orbit i the Generation oiDay and Nighty 
of Months and Tears ; and the grand Period of 
the Revolution, when all the heavenly Bo- 
dies return to their firft Starting- place, and in 
the fame Order thtsy were at firft whirled off, 
begin their Circumvolutions anew. After that 
ho defcribes the Creation of the remaining 
animated 

^ i,Jt^t. TiMAior. 
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animated Parts of the Univerfe. They wereLet.19, 
to be of four Sorts. Firft, the celeftial Race*— -v*-^ 
of the Gods; next, the pinioned Inhabitants 
of the Sky ; then the watery Shoals in the li- 
quid Element ; and, laftly, the Animals of 
the dry Land, After explaining the igneous 
Compofition of the firft, whom he calls viji~ 
bli and begotten Gods ", he fubjoins the cele- 
brated Paffagc already mentioned % * That 

* as for the other Deities (befides thefc hea- 

* vcnly Bodies) it was above bis Capacity 

* to defcribc their Natures, or comprehend 

* their Generation : But that we mull believe 

* thofc infpired Perfons, who, as they them- 

* felves fay, are Defccndants of the Gods, and 

* who, ibme way or other, have corae at a 

* clear Knowledge of their Prc^enitora. No 

* matter tho' what they fay be deftitute of 
' probable orneceffary Proofs: We cannot rc- 

* fufe our Aflent to thefe Children of the 

* Gods, both as they profefs to relate their 

* Family Concerns, and likewife in due Ob«- 

* jifnce to the Laws.* — But the great Crea- 
tor having finifhcd the Produflion of his ce- 
leftial Progeny, called them all together, and ■ 
fpoke in this Manner : 

" Gods of the Gods ! whofc Maker I am, 

*• and Author of your Powers, which pro- 

'* ceeding from Me, if 1 fo will, ftiall never 

"be 

t Page 27s. 
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Let.19." be dUTolved ! Whatever hath been tyed, can 
'' ** be unloofed i but to undo what has been 
*• well done, or deftroy an harmonious Frame, 
** is malicious and evil. Wherefore, as you 
** have once received a Being, immoral in- 
•' deed, or indiflblvable, you arc not? yet 
*' (hall you never be dilTolved, nor taile the 
** DcfUny of Death j my unchangeable Will 
** being a greater and more authentic Security 
*< than the Bonds of Life, in vrhich you were 
•* bound at your Creation. Now then at- 
** tend and learn what I appoint and enjoin. 
" Three Species of mortal Creamrcs are yet 
*' to be made : While thefe are wanting, the 
" Heaven will be imperfed, which would not 
•* contain every Kind of living Creature, as it 
•• muft do to be entirely compleat. But were 
*< they to be generated by me, and receive 
** under my Hand the Sources of Life, they 
■* muft tikewife prove immortal, and be on 
" a Level with the Gods. In order therefore 
** that they may both be mortal^ and that the . 
** Whole may indeed be complcat, do you, 
•* according to your Natures, undertake the 
" Work, and imitating my Power in the 
" Produdtion oi yourfeheSy finifli the Ani- 
« mal Creation. As for that Part which 
" is to be filled immortal and divine^ and 
" which will be the leading FrtnctpU in fuch 
■* of them as always wifh to follow Right 
■' and Us, that I myfelf will aeate, and de* 
•• Jivcr 
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** liver over toyoui Then, for what remains, Let. 19, 
** do you, interweaving the Mortal ^fl\\h /iW-'-—i'~~' 
** mortality f form and generate Animals, nou- 
*' rifli them with Food, and receive them to 
** your fiofom when fallen to Decay." 

Thus he spoke: — and turning again to 
the eternal CRjiTERy in which he had mix- 
ed and tempered the Soul of the XJniverfe^ he 
poured on the Remains of the celeftial Crea- 
tion, and mixing theni together ;iearty after 
the fame manner, but not now fo pure and 
genuine as before } nor all equally fo, but of a 
firft, fecond, and third Alloy, he compounded 
the mighty Mafs, and diflributed Minds equal 
in number to the Stars — ~- a Mind to every 
Star ; in which having placed them as it were 
in a Chariot, he fliewed them the Nature of 
the Whole. of Things, and fixed ihcw ir- 
revocable Laws. • Firft, that one common Ori- 

* gin Ihould be allotted to all, that no one 

* might have lefs than another at the Hands 

* of his Maker i but that when they were 

* dilTeminated each into the Organ of Time 
' (heavenly Body) proper to them, they ihould 

* produce the moft religious and God-like of 
' morul Creatures, Man. But as the human 

Nature vras to be twofold, the better Sex was 

to be called the Male. And fince they were 

' of courfe to be tranfplanted into Bodies, now 

* in Contad:, and now at a diftance from fur- 
- - C c - * rounding 

nyN,-rnh,GoOt^le 



402 Letter's concerning Mythology. 
I^ct.19.* rounding ObjeOs, in the firft place one ge* 
*-"v^ * neral Senfe moil be natural to all, efpccially 

* a Perception of external Violence : Next, 

* mutual LovB, but mixed with Pleafure and 
■ Pain i and along with thefe Fear and An- 

* t'^f with all their Confequences, and all their 

* Contraries, ^beje PaJhnSy if they can com- 
' mand^ they {hall live in Jaftice and Felicity j 

* but if commanded by them, in Wrong and 

* Mifcry : And whofoever lives well his allot- 

* ted Time, fball after Death return to the 

* Habitation of his congenial Star, and there 

* lead a blefled Life ^ but failing, he muft at 
' next Birth afiiime the Female Nature. Both 

* Male and Female, after a thoufand Years, 

* Oiall by Lot enter upon a ficond State, and 

* cbuie what kind of Life each plcafes to lead j 

* when it ihall fometimes happen, that a 
c human Soul Oiall come to animate a wild 

* Beaft 'i and if even there it do not refrain 

* &om its wonted Wickednef^ it Ihall, at the 

* various Turns of Birth, always change \o 

* that Species of a Brute, whofe Manners it 
■* lafl copied : Nor fliatl it ever be difintang- 

( led, and arrive at the End of its Su&rings, 

* until it hath performed an equal Period to 

* that in which it contraded i^ Drofs and 

* Dregs, the Caufe of its. Deformity j and 
' then having maftered by ReaApn the irra- 
< ttonal tumultuous Appetites ^rifing from . 

• Fire 
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* Fire and Water, Earth and Air, it re-^atuinLetip. 

* the purer Species of its Jirji aod beji Exi- '-^v— ' 

* ftence.* 

The eternal Laws of Being and Happtnefs 
thuseilablilbed, that the Creator might be free ' 
of the Evii incident to the Creature, he diflcmi- 
natedthe Minds he had made, fome into the 
Sun, fbme into ih.^ Moon^ fome into the other 
Members oiTiWE'. And after their Diflemina- 
tion, he empowered the recent Deities to form 
mortal Bodies^ and whatever was %o be joined 
with the human Soul. This, and all that enfues 
upon their ConjunAion, they are to frame and 
govern in the bed and mofl: excellent manner 
poflible, that the mortal Creature may not 
prove the Sipurce of Evil to itfelf. And now 
the Creator, having thus ordained allThings, 
remained in his Jirfi Eftate, worthy of hir 
Nature} while his Sons obfcrving their Pa* 
rent's Command, and receiving at his Hand 
an immortal Principle of a mortal Creature, 
imitated their Maker j,and borrowing a Par- 
ticle from each of the four Elements, Fire, 
Water, Earth and Air, which they were again 
to repay, they fitted them together, and cre- 
ated Man. 

Whether PLATO drew his Dodxine 

concerning thefe inferior Gods, Intelligetuts 

animating the Sun, Moon, and PJanets, im* 

C c 2 mediately 
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Leti9, mediately from Chaldea (where they had 

v^ — •r^ them ranged into 

thrones, DominionSyPrincfdomi, Viriuesy Powers, 
and confidered them as Attributes and Emana- 
tions of the fupreme Being ') or whether it was 
traced back from the litil Ideas of his nationa! 
Religion to their eaftern Source, is at prefent of 
little Importance. The Queftion that calls 
our Attention, and arifes from the Subjcdl, is. 
How natural it muft be in confequence of 
fuch Dodtrinc, for blind Devotion to lead 
Men into Siar-Worjhip, even- while the Unity 
of the M(^ High God was demonftrated by 
the Zabians, and the Eternity and unchange- 
able Godhead of the great Creator, was 
aflcrted by Pythagoras and Plato ? So true it 

* is, that new adopted Deities, from fomc Out- 

* fkirts of the Scheme, make way for a Mul- 

* tiplication of Myfleries, and that for a Re- 
< lapfe into Ignorance and Credulity.' This 
•afFeds not only the bewildered Bulk of Man- 
kind, but even thofe who profels to- follow a 
more refined Plan, and to pradife the fub- 
limeft Piety. For many Ages after P/ato, 

his 

» iW-lW Uritl, the Fire of Light of God. ^"H^^ 
CtfinV, the Strength of God- ^S<naS ^Mi-V. the Ser- 
vant of God. i'NTiO Miciat/, WHoisLiKEGoD? Andin 
the Book afcribed to Bnaclr (which feems to have been a Cikai- 
deatt Alicgary of the World, as Sauchuniathtni is a Pbetiuiaa) 
the chief Angel it Seme x as, the prime Servant of God JpOV 
the Sun. Amariel, the Word of God. Arakiei., tbe 
Marshal of God. Ramiel, the Archer of Go D, the 
EKHBOAOZ of the Gnth, &c. The Jfwt nuke frequent men- 
tion of Aogeb after the Bahjlenifi Captivi^, 
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tis Followers continued to teach nearly the Let. ig, 
iame Dodrine concerning the Deity: But in ' '~» -* 
later Times fome great Proficients in his Phi- ' 

lofophy, feem, I fay feem, to have fubftituted 
the Power of the Son to that of a fuprcme 
Mind and eternal Providence''. 

This is that alluring Worfhip of the gmnd 
Luminary^ the Source of Light and Life in 
the material World, which I obfervcd was 
the wideft fprcad and of the longeft Conti- 
nuance. It is not confined to our Hemi- 
iphere ; it reaches round the Globe, and co- 
extends with the human Race; there being 
hardly a People who, at fome Time or other, 
have not paid Homage to his all-chearing 
Kay. Take one curious Inftance of a great 
Nation, who are at this "Dz-y filar IdolateriS. 

In t^ortb America there is a fine Country^ 
lying between thirty-three and thirty-feven 
Degrees of North Latitude, It is a vaft Val- 
ley, bounded on the Eaft and North by a 
Chain of high Mountains called the jipaiates i 
by the barbarous Province of Tagouefia^ or 
^egejia, on the South j and on the Weft by 
the Rio del Spirito Jardo (which they call 
Hitanachi) and fome little Hills that lie be- 
tween it and the Cofakttes. The prefent In- 
habitants of this Country, have no Records 
but Tradition: They ioMt -ihc Complexion, 
Peaturfs, Jfiflir, and particularly the £y« of 
Cc 3 thp 
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Let,i<}.t}M moft northern Tartars % as ftlfo a grett 

'"'->''*^ Reiemblance of their Maaaers, Laogoage, 

and Government Two Tribes, the Heufta' 

mins and BlaminSt wander yet through the 

WM&oSfkrida, in the T^/tfr-Fafhion. The 

reft were perfuadcd by tbdr Faracmijf'e (Prince) 

Mavrdoc to fettle in Spalachia^ aboat nine 

tx ten Days Journey from the Sea, with whicb 

' they communicate by meanaof theH//<»&»:£j, 

which difcharges itfelf into the Gulph of 

Mexico. 

The Apalakites, planted in a }nppy 
Soil, foon tafted the 6n<ects of good C^er 
and Policy. They turned populous, fcirt Co- 
lonies fouthward, and wei%, in their Turn, 
attacked by the northem Cafakius. Part of 
thefe coalesced with the ^paiakiia, and Part 
Slaving been expelled, wandered down to the 
8ea-Coaft, paffcd over into the Antilles, and 
were termed Cara'ibes^ that is, Strangers^ or 
Warriors added xo the Nation. As for thcjr 
Religion, the ApalakJtes, and moft Part of the 
jimericanSf •worjhip (be Sun, whofe Beams 
they believe to be of fuch Virtue, as to give 
Life and Motion to every living Thiiig : 
From him^ they fay, the various Species ol 
Animals draw Vigour and Health, the Hills 
and Vales their Fniitftilnefe, and the World 
itfelf its Stability and Duration. Their daily 
Worihip is finipte tM>d porc; t)iey ftaod ia 

the 
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riie Door of their Houfe; tihey falute him atliCti^. 
his Riii'ng, and fing Hymns to his Praifc.'— v—J 
On folcmn Days, inAead of putting Beaib to 
Death in Honour of the Source of Life, th^ 
burn Perfumes, and celelwate in Songs b^ 
Glory and Bene6cence. This is accompanied 
with Alms to the Poor, and iisch Prcfents to 
their Jacuas (Priefts) who arc lilcewile their 
Pbyjicians^ as are neceffary for their Sublift- 
ence. Their grand Temple is a fpaciou$ 
Cave of wond'rous Form find Extent, oii 
the Top of Mount Olaimi, about three Milet 
diitant from Melilot, the Capital of tb^ 
Province of Bemarin, and the tofil Seat. 

Nor was the Dodrine <^ Man's CreatioQ 
by the Gods, confined to ii^ w Greecti it 
came northward with the Defcendants of 
the Tartar Tribes that over-ran Europe^ th« 
Gotbs and Fandah'. * The Gods, fiid tbefe 

* Northerns, made the iirft MAn of an Jijb* 

* Tree, and called him jlsfcur (Mfi) and hli 

* Wife «m6la {Embla), They were at firft 

* lifelefs Lumps, without Speech or Motion} 

* until three of the celeftiai Race, mighty 

* and mild Ztexce {-^fifi) coming to a cer- 

* tain Place, found the wretched J^ and 

* Embla lying helplels on the Beach. BriatB 
■ they had not, nor SyW— neither hid thef 

* Riafon, nor a beautiful Face, Odin gave 

Cc4 Jtheot 

■ Puge vji. Note \ 
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Leti<^.! diem Breath, HfiWEx Reafon, and Lopvi( 
'-*^'"*^* gave Blo'od, and a beautiful Face '.* 

, It muft be allow'd that Pbilofepby and Re* 
Hghn^mike not always a good Aflbciation ; 
yet I caiinot recoUcdt any one Inftancc of 
Learning's having liourifhcd in a Nation, with- 
out introducing the Belief of one Jupreme Be-F 
ihg among its prime Favorites. Keep tho 
Rcftriftion fteadliy in View, that it is of the 
Heathen Nations I fpeak, and you may conT 
(ider them as moft re^Jgious, or rather as moft 
fincere in their Religion, when they are moft 
fimpU and virtuous in their Manners; — not in 
the higheft Meaning of the Expreflion, but 
leaning to that Part of Virtue we call So- 
briety and Innocence : But they are pureji in 
their Belief at the Period of their greateft 
Jiwmlege\ which however belongs only to 
a chofen fVw, and can never extend to the 
penerality of an idolatrous People, Plutarch^ 
in one of his Treattfes, fp^aking of a fpture 
State, tells. That when Philofophy was at its 
Height in Athens^ a comic Writer, the cele- 
Vated ^enan^r, with two or three Lines of ^ 
Play, had filled all Greece with Terror and 
Supprftition. Qreat muft his Charafter have 
bepn, and no left tlieir Credulity \ Human 
hife is the yericft Proteui in the World. 
The lyfanners of Men and Nations are in a 
fprpetual Flux -, thejr Laws, Cuftoms, and 
Religion, . 
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Heligion, like their Hibits, are ever fliiftiogLet.i9« 
Modes J dnd, as the humorouB Poet lays, '— »(-w 

' Nvw natural^ turn ftrange.\ i-. .,. 

SubjeSi to "Timet find Whim, andjlippery Qiafige, 

But, with his Pcrmiflion, that Inftability is 
not wholly owing to Caprice : Could wcifrace 
their Hiflory, unravel their Politics, and com- 
pare CircumAances and Conjunt^ures, we 
would find that the. NefeJ^fy «f t&eir ^fatrf^ 
in the varigus Turns of their Fortune,; prp^ 
duced the Variation. /. 

■ The circle. My Friend/ isdrawn-j 
my Promife is fulflUed ; the Opinions offthe 
ANCIENTS concerning the Rife and Govern- 
ment of the World, are faithfully let before 
you. Yon have, in (he general Plan of 
^ytbokgy, firll the grand Key, * That the 
• Powers producing, and Parjs cpmpoling 
^ the Univerfe, were their greateft GojjSi' 
and then the Out-Lines dire^ing to the pe- 
culiar Nature of their fevcral Deities. Shou'd 
we defcend Ipwer, afid enquire into all their 
Attributes, Rites, and Operations, the Detail 
would be- endlefi, and not very iatisfaftoryr 
Who can pretend to alcertain the particular 
AJpe^ of TbingSy that pkaftr^ Praportm^ 
or fafcinating Species^ that every fpeculatiW 
ftlan, of a different Country and Charafter,' 
took for ia" View of the Divinity ? Xfi& ftUI' 
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KA.19.can we be abfolutely Aire of their Symboll 
^ -v' "'and Ca:«nonk$, d^taiding apon the deep* 
1^ DefigDS of a Frieft, or the heated Ima- 
gioatlon of a Poet. The minute Applica- 
tJoD ftiuft be therefore left, as Religion wa% 
of old, to every one's own particular Turn and 
Extent of Capacity. 

NJTURE IS fOll of Wonders ;— Her 
Operations are marvellous; her Proportiona 
divine ; their £^<Ss are ftriking and power- 
fill ; and the finer the Genius, — the wider 
tiK Uoderftanding, the more lively are the 
SenfatioDS of her filent Beauties. But ac- 
.oording to the infinite Varieties of the fau- 
taah Mind, both as di^ent in itfelf, and 
more diverfified by the various Modes of 
Educatiottt Climate, Aed^nts^ and train of 
Xtije, fo di^rent Ate our Conteptions of 
Nature, aAd of the Powers and Conncxloha 
^t influence Mankind. 

Now, Time was when each erf" thefc 
powers, and every Type and Refemblance of 
them, was deijiedi when their mutual De- 
pcndeitcies, Sympathies, Antipathies, and 
tfhief Operations, figured either as Steps of a 
Pe^gree in the Genealogy of the G ops j or 
U Wter in 0f<ztvn,— Plots and Counter-plots 
anidng the jarring Deities, which were ibme.. 
llnieG amicably adjufled, and fometimes ended 
in filOh fatal Oitaftrophies as Caftrations, 
Ufttr- 
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Letters concerning Mythology, a\\ 

Ufurpjtions, and Injprifonmenti— not toldLet.ia; 
alike in every Nation • — but iAy<T»tf^, as*- 
the Cauies above-mentioned maie them firiiw 
difleremly upon the Mind of the Tatrianh, 
FriiJI, or Lawgiver, that modelled the lo- 
fant-State: — While above them all, 

the POETs Eye, in a fate Frenzy rcSiig, 
X)id glance from Heaven to Eartb, Jrtm 

Earth to Heaven ; 
^nd as Imagination bodied Jorib 
The Forms of Jbir^s unhmm, the Poet'i Pen 
tum'dthim to Shape, and gave to airy Notiiif 
^ heat Habitation and a Name, 
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I N D E X, 

LETTER I. 'ANCIENTS, Men like 
oar^/wj— Prejudice a£ainft them, efpecia/if 
their Fables, Page 3, 4. Prejudice in ibeir 
Favour^ 5. Both groundle/s, 6. Mythology 
a pretty Amufement^ ibid. 

t^BTTEK II. A Life of Plearure, 7. Of Study, 
ibid. Love painted by Phto, 8. Judgment 
efhis Religion from //, 10. Extremes in judg- 

■ Jng of aneient Fables, ibid. 

Letter IIL Head ff/Homer before the Em- 
lyriitY into' bis Ijfe and fi^rilings, 11. His 
Loekt 12. perceptions efFzccs^ — a Poet's Lcoky 
ibid. Villi's, Hcfiod*s, Dante's, ibid. Pe- 
trarcha's, Taflb's, Guarini's, La Fontainc'3, 
Bembo's, 15. The Azolains, 14. Look of a 
Satyrift, ihii. Phyfiognomy, 1 5. SocraccaV 
£y«, ibid. Impreffion at jirjl Sights 16. 

Litter IV. £J^J 0/ Company, 17. Carica- 
tures of Faces f 18, 19. 

Letter V, i>ufo/ Tales, 21. Foundation cf 
PhsfiegHonrfy 22 — 24.. Story ef Xcnocratcs and 
Polemo, 25,26. Q,txviL\nVj of Phyfiognomy y 27. 
Ufe of ity 28. CbaraQer tf/Plotinus, 29. Bis 
amazing Sagacity, 30, 31. Arts founded en 
Pbxfiognomy, ibid. Drawing, Dutch Drolls, Har- 
lequin, Dramatic Poetry, Hiftory -Painting, 
Mythology, 32, 33. No genuine Head of 
Homer extant, 34. 

Letter VI. Plan of the Ebtquiry into the 
Life and Writings of Homer, 35, 36. ff^at it 
included, ^y. Slippery, andwk/j 38, 39. Com- 
mon Way of Readings 39, 40. 

Lett?* 
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INDEX. 

Letter VII. Emblematical Drawings eh/aire, 
41, 42. Firfi Plate 0/ the Enquiry, &c. ex- 
plained, 43. — Critictfed^ 44. Prometheus making 
Man, 45. Wretched State of Mankind without 
him, 46 — 48. Egyptian Mytbolcgy, ibid. Cre- 
ation of the World allegorized, 49. ' Explaimdy 

50 — 53- " 

LETTEa VIII. Second Plate, Pan, 54. His 
Perfon, Birth, Parentage^ Reed, 55. Pytbagme 
Numbers, 56. Oath, 57. Pan, why in Lov9 
w/VA Echo, ibid. God of Sbepherds^ 5S. Vesta 
liktwife double, ibid. Orofmades and Serapis, 60. 
J Boaji of William the Conqueror, 61, Gods 
differently view'd, 62. Vulgar, prone to Suptr- 
Jiition, 63. The Wife to Symbohy 64. Hymn /» 
Pan, 65. 
Letter IX. MYTHOLOoy hevoitcbing, 6t. 
A Prefervative, 69. Definition of Mythology, 70, 
Simpkjt a Metaphor, ibid. The World's a Stage, 
paraphra/ed, ibid. Easterki metaphorical, 71, 
Esop, inimitable, ibid. Plato*j Reflriitions 
of Fable, 72. Demofthenes and Agrippa*j y^M- 
logues, 73,74. Livy criticiftd, U)id. Parable' 
*/Jotham, 75. Material A/y/io&£y, 76. Ritual 
Mythology^ 77. , Eleufinian Myfiertes, ibid, i^f- 
thagoric Precepts, 78. Mythology's allegorical 
Robe, 79 W>r Perfon, Attitude, Symbols, At- 
tendants, &fc. 80, 81, 82. 
Letter X. VirqilV Soul of the WorU, 83. 
Chara£ier of an amiable Friend, ibid. HbstodV 
Addrefs to the Mufcs, 84. The Crcatioii of the 
"W Olid in their Anfwer, 85. Chief Goos of the 
Ancients explained, 86—92. ' Turned to a regu- 
lar Account of the Creation, by Dr. Thomas 
Burnet, 94 — 97. ProduSioa of Animals by 
the recent Earth, 98. Caution of the Stoics, 
. 93. Their Philofophy from Sttaho, ^g. Rife «/ 
the Univerfe and Formation of AnimalSf affording 
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r K n E X. 

*-I£[9PeraHS, lOO, loi. learned Arabs !/«• 
^/invraifr Islam. loi. An Kland producittg 
Itfcs, tmd Tren httrit^ Women, ibid. Forma- 
tiemef s. Body in fermenting Clay., 103. //j;!«» 
«^ <iw Soul /r«ii God, 104,, 105, Origin of 
JUiinuls ocfw^ig to Moses, 106. Irradiatioa 
»f Etrer* 107. Incubarion of the Spirit of 
God, 108. Goldon K%t from Hesiod, 109. 
JBflicved and. miim/efy defcrihedy 110 — 114. A 

- UTerld witboiU Prometheus, 115. Ttot epi^- 
fhalUim in Homo-, 116. Encomium of Dr. 
Thomas BvBAXT, n;. 

Latter XI\ £nthu5iasm /» Mythology, 119. 
?«w ^tfrtsirfw, ibid, //(r PHablencfs, 120. Her 
tUi^.Dati^bltry ibid. Examples from the gtfjer 
Pf^mu : LoyB, ill-grown and dwarj^b^ 121. 
As Oiacle ts m<Ae him thrive^ ibid. Depends on 
bit Brother's, Zj/f, 122. Raifes Difcord in Hea- 
«M,.ibid. His ff^ii^s elipty and banijbedy 123. 
IJmeMedtiSmA. Invoked by 'E.vin^idci, 114.. Has 
two Bkos^ 125. Compofcd of Contraries accord' 
iag ta Aiocit* 126. Dcuble or triple Reprefen- 
tatitns of the Gods, 1x7. Contention and 
Jjavz in the ChaoSt i^d. Mundane 'EoOt 12S. 
Refmilmctt 12^. Orphic ^gq^ \y>, Du^ilii^ 
«/FikBLE, 1.31. 

l^iTTBu. XII. Two Sojtrces of Theology, 132. 
Nature the Scripture of the Heathens, ibid. 
Nt^e&id by the Chriftiwis^ ibid. Studied bf 
Bacon, Boyle, Newcon, ^c. 133. Birth of 
Jupiter URCtriaiBy 134. Variations in ail Reli- 
gionSt 1.35. Filial temples on ^onsh and Ge- 
Hzan, 136. Globing Accaunts of Rh«t*j Deli- 
vety «cw6f/'W,-ibid. Jupitcr'j Birth fettled the 
rellitig. Chaos, 137. Tart«rus, the Dwelling of 
Japctus asd Saturn, ihid. Jacob Behm'j Rife 
tf the Vnryerfey 138. Double Notion af Jupiter, 
and Imfori of bis. Name^ ibid. Fhekecvdes 
Syaius, 
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INDEX. 

SvRius, bii Summary 9f tbt Creadon, 139. Ja- 
nus appears /0 Ovid, 140. f^batheii? 141. 
Settlement of the Honours of the Goo3, 142. 
Jove, a plafik Firt, atterding to Zeno, ibid. 
Ether, er pure invijibU Fire, defcribed by Dr. 
Berkely, 143. Air, er Juno, by the famtt 
144. Jove's Transformations, Adukcries, and 
Broils with bis Speu/e aecettnted /«■, 146.1 Juno 
becomes a Vir^n once a Tear., ibid. JoveV m»- 
tradiSory Epithets explained^ 147. Apoilo's 

148. ^.Richard Mead de ImptrioSaWa 
&f Lunx, ibid. Petvers of Muftc and Poetry, 

149. Bacchic Paffiony 150. Marsvas eit- 
plainidy ibid, ^e Muses mend Apollo'i Lyrt, 

Letter XIII. iLt-HuMOUR niied by 
Elisions, 152. Flattery^ a mean Vice, Hid, 
Vulgar Gcndemen, 153. Virtue^ graced by 
PoUtenefSf ibid. Happinefs of life conlifts hoc 
in the Ungtb of it, 154. The Do£tor of 
Derryt ibid. Cowardice keeps Men from Kir- 
tucy 1 55. Gaiety infeparable from Worth, ibid. 
Charaaer of a OTfMKJ ^/, 156. Men of Plea- 
fwre^ Drudges, 157. Ancient Debasubie, ibid. 
Vice fickly and inconfijientf 158. The Supreme 
Rule of Happinefs, 159. Simple, 160. /n- 
viard Monitor defcribed, 161. Method of at- 
taintng the higheft Fetidtyt i6i. Pjbrce 
Plowman's Maxim, 163. Paffions cheat us, 
ibid. Sttperfiitiont 164. GoD*s moft auguft 
^emple^ ibid. Pleasurr and Paih linked by 
the Ends, 165. 

Letter XIV. Proficiency in Afftbology, i6€. 
Pan's double Defcem, ibid. Homer's Au- 
thority reje^ed, ibid, Pausanias a Lew- 
Churchman, i6y. Orphbus'j Hymnst prefened 
to Homer'/, 16S. Genuine, ibid. Prona- 
pidest his Protocofmu, 169. Hisiw coirupts 
the 
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1 N t) £ X. 

- the old Divimtyy ibid. Unlucky Poet addrcfc 

fing Diofiity ibid. A Scois Divine, il/id. De- 

lufive Ruie of judging /acred Matlersy lyo. 

M". Bay\ Maxim^ ii'id. Mythology fpoiled bjr 

ij^w/cii/ Pcrfons, 171. Simple^ the ht^, ibid. 

5«irt(r»'j youngeft Son KAIPOS, i^y^. VENts, 

her Retinue, 172. Eneas a Bajlard, 175. 

Ancient Theology according to Piularchy ibid, 

"■ preferable to Homers ibid. Egyp- 

isy 174. Gbeciaw, ibid^ jilkgeryy 

;nc Screen, 175. Mercury's dou- 

t, ibid. Obfccne Figure of him, ihid. 

0G» happily applied^ 176. Firjt 

Corruption in it, ibid. Second^ 177. 

on of Religions, ibid. Gods identi- 

Jiedy 17H. Plutarch believed Bacchus was wor- 

ihipped by the^^'j, ibid, Firji Poets, ivhai ? 

ibid. Third Source of Corruption, ibid. Art' 

j?o//('s Complaint againft the early Pef/j, 173. 

NePar and Amhrojiay ibid. The-REAL Gods 

of the y^a'CT;;j, - 1 80, iSi. T'/ii/d's Regulation 

of MythoUgy, 182. Roman Poets, legendary^ 

183. Juno improperly employed by Virgit^ 

XS4. ^0^u, ibid. Italian Epic Poeis, mi/call 

Allegory, 1B5. 

Letter XV. Meanings afcribed to ancient 

FabltSy conJe£lural, 186. Lord Bacon de Sapi- 

■enfi^ Veterum, ibid. Tradition in Mythology^ 

187?.- Materia frimay or primary Subftance, 

ibid. Firft Philofophers, Myfielogijis, 188. 

■ Fictions, unintelligible, and why? 189. 

Clearing up, ibid. Origin of myitic Names, 

150.. Youngeft-of the Graces married to 

Sleep, 191. Funftions of the other twoy ibid. 

Lb/s ^Traditions, 192. Varro's Divi- 

fion oi Time applied to Saturn, ibid. Part 

of his Fable, dark, 193. Origin of Serpents 

ercftcd as Talifmansy 1 94. Mankindy docile, or 

' rather 
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I N D E X; 

rdtbtr fiupidy 195. Sauca'i Cimiphatit of die 
Jewfy ibid. Irreparable Lofs of written Records, 
1 96. lamkUcbus and Porpiyryy ibid. Aflbda- 
tion between Riligiou and Pinlo/opfyy 197. Por- 
phvry's letter to Af3fl, 1911. Anlwercd by 
Iamblichus, 199. Bariarous J^icnes of the 
Gods, M. Their Reafens, ib. Their Power, 
200. Greeks Innovaters^ 201. Jamhliebu^% 
Miracles» 202. InfiabtUty of human Inftitud- 
ons, 203. Examples from the greateft Nations, 
('^/V. Inveftigaiion of l^ Rites, 204. Prefer- 
vcd even by Enemies, ibid. Eajierm charafte- 
rized, 205. Grecians fanciful, ibid. Power of 
FiSHtn^ 206. Cyclic-Poets prevail' over Tnith, 
ib. 
LsTTER XVI, EuHEMERvs' Doftrinc of the 
Gods being ail deified Mirtals, 207. Its various 
Reception, ibid, reputed an Atheiji, 208. fol- 
lowed by the fatberst ibid. Primary Godi 
fprung from Chaos, 209. Reformation of Tlie- 
ology by the Piatonifis, 2ro, Theogohibs, 
-CosMocoNiEE, and Cosmopoeias, long before 
Plalonifm, zii. He^ed'sPhAv, ill. Orpbeus* 
Holy Woild, ibid. Allegory came not late, ib. 
Kequires a peculiar Genius, 213. Lord Verulajif& 
Obfervation, ibid. Genius of the £<3/?fr»j, 214. 
of the fVefterns, ibid, of the French, accord- 
ing to Malezieux, Voltaire, and Rapin, ib. Mode 
of mertalizing Types, 215. Fontenelle's Re- 
mark on the 'Litterati, ibid. Abbe Baniers 
Myibology, 216. Writ on &' Suppojilion, 2iy. 
Mipd by a Greek Word, r^/irf. Endeavours to 
blacken Mytbolegy, iiS. Why? 219. Infcfted 
by thti Bifhopof iWicaiirv, ibid. Parallel between 
that Prelate and the Bifhop of Cambrcrf, 220, 
Anthology railed at by the formtr, »^i/. His Itf- 
D d con^enty. 
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I N D E X, 

e«l/^enty^ lit. Extols the P«/j, and cxpt^nj 
thett.^«j(w;:fej,"222-^a24. Ort(Sen*s decifive 
-T^imony, 125. Ecclefiaftic S^i^ at ancfent 
F*B1.E, 246. Chkf ReafoH of It gone, ihid. 
Cbntinued bj IitfeSian from tht Faih&i^ 227. 
fivSEBivsdifcards ^^f^cry, 228. GRtbOKV 
e^NrfZiazcn, riduules it, ug.' St. Avstin dif- 
tinguipjes ii, ibid. Fathers, why fond of Euhe- 
HERt's? 230. DreCs up the ancient Timptes as 
fo many Tombs, zgr. Authors of a vulgar Pre- 
judice, ;^A^. The Grand Distinction, r^/rf. 
MoDlRNi go upon various Scents in Mythology, 
ibid. Various5)!/?wHJ of Philofopliy, I32. My- 
THOtoOT a Lubyrinih, ibid. A magic Mirror,- 
233. Reje^s Uiiiformily,^ ibid. Afr. Warbur- 
ton'j iaifioas Crilici/mi 234. Fefemblance no 
Prooi^^ of Idefififyf 235. Refemhlance between 
M6sEsa»ii Bacchus, 236. Between Moses /iff^ 
■ROMuios, 237. Mythical Barrier, 238. Ma- 
homet's Bridge ^-.$<>tf^, 238. Cla(hing Schemes 
of tho Msdfrnsy ibid. Of GoOS of Hebrew Ex^ 
fraffioH, 23$. Evidence arifing from a F«^/f to 
fi* a real Perfsn, extremely flippcry, 240. SaM' 
sOn allegorized into a Sceptical Hero, ibid. Phi- 
liftJHS, Dogmwifts, 241. Meaning of the Jaiv^ 
jhm cf an Afst ibid. Fable of Silenus contri- 
ved by the Devil, 242. To profane Jaeolf^ 
Prophecy, 243. 7hal Profhecy a perfeSt Riddle, 
t4^. Silenus £fau*'s Facher-in-law, ibid. Search 
«rf Sfmiiitudis, illiifive, 245. Tirw States of the 
World, ibid. Jewijb Tabernacle a Mddel of the 
Univerfc, 246. Gods of the Ancients of three 
feinds, ibi^. Had Votaries fitted to each, ibid, 
Pythagoras, Anaxageras, and Ntima'i DoArine 
concerning Gob, Z47. Antifib'enes, Xenophanes, 
isni- lf^enopim\ 448. The £w/frer.:AdrianV 
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1 N D E X. 

::pureJf^erJbifi, il»d. ArjfipthS Defirutibh of God, 

.. 245». J'ktartb mdVarr^''nQt ftrft-rate ,piT;w»«, 

. ^50. Tarr^s Creed, ibid. His Syftctn 0£ triple 

. Theology, ^51, P/a/irc^ a devout Coninicntator, 

^ ^,52. Charafter of a oMiceitcd J5>^?/ \ji Pta^e'i 

EuTHypRo, 254. Profecutes his oyiaSather 

for Murther» 1^5. Thinks himfelf fuperlatiVely 

My, 2 §6. D(Jcs it in Imilatien of Japiter and 

Saturn, 257. Belicvfs their Story UtteraUy, 259. 

Pallas' myfterious Rohe, ibid. Explained from 

pHERECYDEs crf" 5)^01, ibid. Duties oi }jSc and 

real Religiotti inseparable, 260. 

Letter XVII. Origin and Aim ofancfcnc 

. Mythology, 261. Often abufed, ibid." No 
more than ff^t, Religion, and Elequenctt 26a. 
Ivfifinces ftf thcfn all, j'^iV. Source of the 
Gods Kv\tyi*d, 263. AsTBONOMV ijarf I0O- ^ 

, LATB.Y, TttJi'w, ibid. 'Qom xcijitie Climates ind 
. clear Skies, 264. Chaldea, /^((/. Rife of Ida- 
tatry acuording to Rabbi MosES Ben Maimen, 
ibid. Probiiititms among the Jews, 265. ' To 
ftudy. jfirotton^t Statuary, or other Rires than 
their t).wti, Ibid. To 'Reafon,266. Origin. of / 
Whoredom and Herefy, 2-67. RabbJmc fnqtijjition, \ 
268. Treat Chriftians iii 5fi//»w/tt"^, ibid. Com- i 
mon Origin of Mythetegy and Philofophy, 2$9. , 
Jhrabam tdxic^tfd in adarkCavc, ibta. Pifhire / 
of the firji Idolatry from Job, 2-70. Sta.*R- [ 

, Worship, enfnaring, ibid. No 'Wonder, iBid. 
Trrtffii throughout the Woildj/^^V. Stnotusend 
VenuSx 271. The Ajfyrian Baal, Pbenician 

.' BEt,;.rSAMEN, Egyptian Orus, ibid. Thci^i^d- 
hjan Ou-Ro-TAtTV /^^^j^tf* Orosmades, and 
Mithras, 272^ 'tivo GOt)a only cofpmori to 
all EdvpT, ibid. Oldt/i GoD^'ofiht Pei^nj, 
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I N Dj E-i 7^ 

«ik1 Jraisy 273. Qf the E(kiotums^GrxtUns^ 
Goibsy and si^lhiatiJt 274. Hw maUipIied, 
275. Plato'i C^tttiffH, ibid. ,X>ii-.ma>ciraib & 
minorum Gentium, 276^ The Cfl^i i rjmj or 
Mighty Gods, 277. Tiieir Orig^ and JVkm- 
^^, ibid. Lemnoi and Samothract^ ^78. linporc 
of their Myfieries from M y. Ciftr^, ib^ Tfteir 
0(i^fV Names, Axieros, AxjqkersoS, AxiO' 
KERSA, dttf KadmiluSi 279. Knowkgc of 
Things the bejt Etymologiftt ibid, C^Bta^'GoDS 
Egyptian, zSo..^ Children erf" VrtCAN> iiid: 
Pigmies like their Father, ibid- - E?tplication of 
their Natures and Names^ 281. p4imJiarity de- 
ftroys Admiration, 282. Myfterious Apparatus 
for the C<iiir- /ni/M/wwJ, ibid. MvTBotocY 
not confined to/*«t», 283. Fabu the.firftGarb 
of Wifdottty ibid. £>;>, Natbm, Joab, Pi^ay, 
284. IndifpenGble io Politics,ihi6. Triumphs 
in Theology, 285. Sanflified in ^_yrifli.tiMd. Ori- 
pew, i'i'iVo, Terlullian, Type- finders, 286. Necef- 
fity of Allegory in Religion, i^iX N^td Truth, 
Jike the Sun •, Fable, like die RAiti-B0.w;a87. 
Solemn Ohi<:x,nvj,,falutary in. Jeered ^atsers, 
288. Not among real Protefianti^ 289. .End of 
religious y^/Zf^ory, ibid. Nmnenius^mag-Qrai^M. 
jittilius the Duumvir, 290. Eo-v PT the Mifher 
of Myfieries, ibid. Firft Poe^s, Theelogues, 19 1. 
Held in high Veneration. parE.icular.ly Homer, 
ibid. Even HtsToRv tranfmitted in FabU,2^z. 
• Example from the Iliady'ib. -Two /ram Xeno- 
phon*j.^8A^^, 293. -CoHJunSion ai Vfi&TViY , 
pHiLOSOPiiY, and LEGisLATjoNi 294.., IVit 
arid fyifdom at Variance, ii/iii..- Pmests join 
Intcrefts with the Poet, 295. Terrify: the 
Wicked with hia Tales, \\i. tj{e of Lt^ratians 
and Preee^iani, 296. Dancing — Satchanals — 
Tarantula 
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. Taratauia^iaA the fiiffw-, iba. ■ AH- fo/jr fitfet, 
CviiES^ 197.' Their iSttf aiid /j^ftK/?oW fiDih 
lamtriichus, 298. ThePAdi^fiw, — pbfc*ne Forms, 

■ ;*/V. Piffions >?fl»mei/; — Wttef e^deB,'i^g. 
Cteiian AUegories, ib. Wife Judgment of'Dio- 
»jrfwtheHa!icarnaffean, 300; Fable a Fw^ of 
Morals, 301. ^k immoral Maw, drninjlrous 
KKmy-Jbeaded Beast, 302. Proteus-^the hainan 
fiearty ^03. Power of i^?^&, ibid. Ptinc^h oS 
Koowlege and A^yrf Nature, from Af. Lei b- 
NiTS, 304. From M, Bbrnier, 305. Fitini 
Pkto*% TzMAius, 306, Eternal and immuta- 
ble RelatiotUj 307. Divine Nature, Ne- 
cessity, the FAtES, 308; firte of the Uni- 
verse, 309.- Ancient Phihfopbers, i^y Httic 
underftood ? ibid. Ufekfinefi of Translati- 
ons, ibid. Prophetical Sale, divinely entbujiafiic, 
310. ImpoffiUe to tranjlate^ 311. A Poet three 
Steps from Truth, aTratiflacor^f, 312. Ama- 
zing Application of the Aneieats, ibid. Subcletjr 
of MAhemeiaust 313. The Co r an abufeti in tin 
French, and more in the old Latin Vcrfion, 3 14. 
Done'juftice to in the Ev^i/hy 315. Believed 
eternal and mcredtedhj the orthodox Moslems, 
ibid. Reading of If converts the King of Qn-ifme, 
ibid. W»r -between him- and the Grfit^GEMCis- ' 
CAN, 3 16- Feutidation and Purpofe o( the Con Altt 

318. It's i)#^f?>»f concerning the Deitt, ibid. 
Kn4wlege- touft be dnank at the Fettntain-HeaJ, 

319. The Socrarica Chartse, ibid. Virt&e 
and Sci«NcE in their /»*# X>refs, ib. PlatoV 
Lavguege, fit to be ufedby thcG6Ds,'3zo". Dc- 
ftiny oi departed. Souls, \\M. Platonic flf(«i« 
and HelU-^zi.- A Pane of Light i'i-j Band of 
Hcavcfl, ibid.- The SpintSe fff HzczssifYt 322. 
Twirls- rtmnd the Spheres, ibid. Their Mufic, 

3^3- 
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1 N O EX. 

■ "323. TT&^.F^tts, Necessity's '^((BJifei^it'i^yl, 
Lots fcatiered iy jbe Vv.QyK%Tt.ihid. P^tfvns 
' 9f ail forts efjjyts, 324. Souh cliahge ilscorj- 
ing te tkeir Ciiotce^ihia. fiozi; u.t^ufe rf^t^ 
32^. VitTug HappiHe/s, an4 Vjci MtJ^t 
ibid. Wrttcbti Cbvce^ef a. Kingdom, J46, 
.Varieui and wsftd Ciofiges ef Uves, 327. Or- 
pheus^ Thamyrjs, Ajax.'j^amemnon, go inta 
AttimaUy ibid. Atajanta into a M<mt Epc'us 
M/ff a fhmau, ' Therfites into a Miwkeyi and 

■ Ulyfles into a» oijiure car-ele/s Pea/ajii^ 328. 
;< Guardian Genius, iitd. Throne of Neces- 

■ siTv, and Plain 0/ OBLivtotn, 329. River 
' Inconcern, and 4 new Sirti, ibid. Eros 

tbe Pampfylian, revives tit tweU'lb Day, 330. 
Conelu/ton ef PlatoV Peliticf^ ibid. , Tntroduaien 
to bis LawSy ibid. jUcient ^bmlogy points to 
nte Jkpreme Bi i h c, i^id._ Wild, .where it does 
»«'» 331. Aihirld mode^iy Wisdom, ih'd. " 

Letter XVIII. QpiiiioMs of /iw Ancients ci?/?- 
ctming tbe Ckkatiou, 352. Neiibsr wholly 
tnw nor fklfe, ihfd. jewifh Education,^ ibid. 
CenUKHtatoriy 333. Natural Phiiofophy #*- 
. traced from tbe Scriptures, 334. Difuaded ly 
XjOrdVuKvLAiSt Hid. Lipnfs between Faitfa 
and Phiiofophy, 335. Fixed by great and good 
Aim, iWd. Phenician Fragment pr^crv'd 
by EufeiiaSy 336; Mangled^ and Jia^f ^37!, 
^en-Breaks in it, 33?. .' . 

■" — HiStORV OF THt Creatiom ^y.SAN- I 
Cfn/NTArmNy iS^-^^i^. R^cordslievt by 
Prufts ili over the St^^ 349. At 7*™W^» I 
^Ud. CosMpGONiis not prccifcly , Confined tg 
the GfeatiOH e/TbingSt 350. Critici/m of Saor 
ChuijiathbnV, 351'. "Ww cimpofedy Kii6.' "Hd) 
raifed 
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IN D E X. 

raifid great Jii^tts, 352. Umoifeif compart 
U the Mofaifc Hiftory, 253. Proofs ^ irme 
Rdi^ion from Uohiry^ whether cbnclufire, 354, 
Oppd/iie Opiniens, ibad, OrPheus'j ^wjw, 
Satan'j Ul'urgyy 355. FerfeSlly ertbedtx^ ibid. 
Hifiory f/ PaRadice :^e%ov\aA accerdir^ to 
Erasmu!!, ibid. And Philo, and Okigen, 
356. Boih aliegorical and lilteral, ibid. Siri^fy 
fitteralt 357. Hew fat conform to th« DoSlriru 
if the Anqicnts, according tfi Dr. T. Bbrnbt, 
ibid. Popular in tb'e Endy 358. Elyfian FieltJs 
copied ft 901 Paradice, ibid, and Plato'j Gar- 
den of the Gods, ibid, and all Mythology front 
the Bible, /^jV. Curious Injiancgs, 359. FrMm 
Dr. S. Patrick Bifiop of Ely, ibid. From M 
Fourmont, 360. fPielber Athcifm or Idoiatty 
keworfi P ibid. Truth needs ne foreign Frop^ 
361. Nor the Holy Scriptures ^a/^cW^) /r«» 
SanchuniaTHon, 362. 

X^TTSR XIX. /^ Circle ^ RsLioiON <«M^ 

the Heathens, 363. Steps t^ the RevohitioDj 
ibid. Vossi bs of the Origin of Idolatry* 364, 
tforjhip of one God ^ confined to no Tribe, ibid. 
Zabi ism dejcribed, 365. Invejiigatton of tie 
Name, ibid. Fouf Religions round Aralaa in 
M^hometV Dayj, ibid. The Prophet htn^e^ il- 
literate^ 3 56, A Proof of his divine Legaiioii» 
Hid. Firjl Khaliffs, barbarous Enthujafis, itad, 
Amrou bum's the Alexandrian library, 367, 
Run to the ether E^tremCy and adore Leamif^ 
ibid. Tranjjate the Z a b i a n Authors, ibid. 
Scat and. Principles of the Zabians, 368. Tht 
oldcft Religion in the Worlds \\nd. Early Pu- 
i-iTY widely Jpready 369. Mclchizedec aid 
Abimelechi ibid. Job aiid Jfethro, 370. Bih 
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I N D EX. 

Jtam the Syrian, 37 1. Egyptian Temples with- 
«»/ OH Image, ikid. And Belus'j at -Babylon 
the fanuy ibid. Perfians even perfecitte Ido- 
Jatry, 372. Ftrft tVerJbip in Greece and Rom« 
•oery ilmple, ibid. No Statue in a Temple at 
Rone for 170 Tears, 373. Neither Temple 
Iter Statue among the Germans, ibid. Firfi Sta- 
tues ^ain Stones, ibid. Of various Figures, 
374. PutPHl, why the Navel of the Bartb, 
itud. Oriental Wtfdovi in high Repute^ 375. 
Chaldeans Privf-Counfellers in Egypt, ibid. 
Govern tie Aflyrians, Medes, Perfians, Greeks, 
their fucce^ve Conquerors, 376. The Ma-gi, 
*rWisi Mes of the Ea&t Chaldean Aftrono- 
jners, ibid. Exaggeration of St. Ignatius, ibid, 
Note(i) Two SeSs of tbemy 377.. The Pro- 
phet 1& a i ah explained^ ibid, liis feetning Tau- 
tologies fliewn ta be accurate, ibid. Note (k). 
Zabians /j// into Star-Wprftiip, 37S. High 
Devotion, tshen Jlippery, ibid. Source of ARio- 
logy, 379. Qf tht Denomination ef the Day$ 
of the Week, ibid. From Siar-Worfhip to that 
^ Symbols, ibid. Their Shrines defcribed^ 
380. From Symbols to real Images, ibid. Itco 
Seits of Zabiaks as p/ Chaldeans, ibid. Fix 
the Cbymical Names of Metals, ibid. M'^iy the 
.Qrcle reprefents God ? ibid. Note (o). Mann& 
,tf/.i;abian Worfhip, 381. Never Polytheifts, 
fbid. No Nation exempted from fame Species of 
idolatry, ibid. Leaji t^ all the chofen People, 
382. Every Jew, Man and IVoman, once \ar 
ipired, ibid. Note ^r). The re4l Origin ofJtvriQi 
ddolatry, ibid. Note (c)- Zabian Idolatry, 383. 
.piOTiMA a holy Praphettfs, ibid. Secvaus's 
>liftre6, 384. Genii, a Middle Nature be^ 
tmen Gods and Men, ibid. Subordination ef 
Deities, 
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1 N D E X. 

htities^ 385. Wbtnee I^lato irew his Kncflo- 
Jege of the SeuTs ImmortsUiy^ ib. Note (0. Two 
^rft Principles of the Perfian Maoi, iitJ. Ka- 
biMAN and Ahkaman, exflainei, ibid, ffotes 
(*) ('). Zakdusht or Zoroaster, teaches 
ONE TRUE GOD, 386. , Inferior Deities i» 
the firfi Herefies, ibid. Postel'j great Repu- 
tatiotty ibid. How' lofi, 387. MaintaiHs aU 
Religions to be one and the lame, t^^. ^ bap^ 
humane EnihuHaft, t^/^. Abbe Ptucbe> 388. 
Chevalier Ramfay, tind. PoftePj Platonic Theo- 
togy^ 389. Note (•) Ml the Religions of the 
heathen World brought under one VieWt itnd. 
Philosophy difcovers a First Cause, mo. 
The grand Point 0/ /ie Revolution, ibid. J^s 
not onfy the Being of a God^ but his Providence, 
391. Denied by Epicurus, ibid. Note (*). 
^uefiiott about God put by Leontius the Afiro' \ 
nomer, 392. Jupicer'j Epithets^ Ballance^ Urns, I 
and Golden Chain^ ibid. Introduhion to Plato*j / 
Hiftory of the Creation, 393. Why God ' 
tnade the Utdverfe? 394. Pre-cxiftent Chaos, 
Und. Made the BEn- and fai rest poflible, ibid. 
Animated j^ « Mind, 395. The Mage ef the 
Eternal, ibid. Time, what? 396. How 
made^ ibid. Admirabfy defcribed by the reverend 
Dr. You N Of ibid. iVff«('). Difference between. 
Time and Eternitv, 397. Creation of tbe\ 
Sun, Moon, and Planets, ibid. All animated, . 
398. Of the inferior vifible Gods, and terref- 
trial, aerial, ds/ aquatic Animals, 399. ThecO' 
kbrated Paffage concerning the Gods by Law 
eftabli(hecl, ibid. The great Creator's Speech 
to the inferior Deities^ 400. Creation of the 
human Soul, 401. General and irrevocable 
Laws, ibid. Tranfmigracion, 402. Source of 
E c Evil, 
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INDEX. 

Evilf 403^ Materials of the human Body, ihi^ 
GoMitd of the heavenly Bodies a Cb<flde4n Thc^t 
iriiitt 404. Names of the ^gels explained, 
i^ij. Book of Enqch, a CbdMtan Allegory, 
^i4- D^enertcy of the later Platoii0s to Sohr 
^erfi^Py 405. Prevails in America^ ibid, fiif- 
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fif two_feiiow0g.Mooks - iy~ the Au,THORc'e/*itf 



^em Manners compared. VI. Into dls InAuenca of fiteh »' 
ConJeClure. VI^. Into Btmtr't Education and Lbui&r: Ifif- 
tpiv i^Iicaniing, and piccpding Writen. VIJI. Into hit Cha- 
lader, fimploymcnt, and Manner of life. IX. Hii JoaraejT 
to Egypt: Hi; Allegoript- %. Hb vifiting DtMi: Rife rf 
Oracles and Theology. XI. Hit C^nircrfc with the ^imViim.- 
His Miraclet. X{I. His SubJeAi Therein War. sod Wan- 
derings of Ulygit. With a new Hndof Ammt, and 16 Copper 
Plates dooc'% the ^caidl Mafias ; A» tSSt a new Map of 
^ritct, and of the Countries known 10 the ancient Grtth aoott 
the Time of the I'tuan War t their ancient Names, and tm 
Inhabitants, with a Drtunbt of the Vtq'aga of Maulau wa3^ 

II. Paoai>ioftheEnqttuyintQffOilf£K*«I.ivia»dWai- 
Tines, tranflated into £H{/i^ : Bein^aKejrto theBii^iayt 
with a Gunoos Prondfpiece. Price liitch'd z t. 

N. B. AfmaUNttmitr^.thAmm»Bmii*n-trimim 
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BOOKS fildby^.O^yr ALU, at the ftofc Oitd 
Crown, luar the MaofioD-Houfe, London. 

Juji fublijbedf in Tw» largt Valtcmei O^MSf heaw 
tifuSy frmtei^ 

I ^^kid <Iown on ilut SabJcA, in feveral Conver&tions of 
fone phUoTophical Gentlcniai, for utining up Ae Youth of 
tnth Sexet Id Learning and ^^mw. 

N. B. Tht StcamJ Ft&m m^ it bad mbmi^ 

II. AU Uw WoExi of HORACSt taDJlattd ieto ^tgii/h 
FroTe, a* near as tha Propriety of the two LangiMgcs will id- 
mit,. Togtlber wUh die Origiiitl Latin from tlK befi Editiotu^ 
Wtiereiii .the Wqrdt of l)x laiin Text vt .nuiged in their 
Gramnatiol Ocder i Oif rEUipfet tanftlly ruppjied i the Ob-, 
^rvMiOniof themoftvaluaUe.'Cominettniors, botbautieiit »ai, 
av^n* FepteTeoied) ai»l the Authpr's T3e{ia\ and beautUui 
XJefcriptioiis fpUy. iet farth id a Rejr annextd^to akii Poem ; 
with Notes Gpt^raphical, HiOoaC^, and Cricicat i Alfo the 
\uwaSiefiinp of Dt. Btpiley. The WJ^ote adapted to the 
Cafiacftiei of Youth at School, as wdl as of private Gcndemea. 
In Two yolurae». liegun by P. WaTjin, and publilhed bjr 
Pt. £d>>««/ /"o/mi. 'J o which » prefixed » Crift»l Bifleru- 
tion oi HsTMi and lus Wriikgi. 

QL ir£A£AC£'» Couediis, tr^llated into £)s'sf& 
Srole, as near ai the Propriety of the two Langoans will M- 
mlt. Together with the trigvai latia bom the. bev.Edj^ont.i 
Whemn the Words of the Latin Text are ranged in thur 
tifttmBfttfOl .Order ; the m^iAs carefidjy fupplied ; the Ob- 
^rv^{ipas of the ti^ vatvabk-.^qnuneptatiQis, Doih ancient aiid. 
modern^ lefte^ted ; /^i)d ,ibe _B'ait/itt of tiie Original ex- 
plained in a new and conciic Manner. With Noiei pointing 
du tka Cvmnibft oftdi« le*«rat &Ge«ev and'-an Index Critital 
and Phritfealmcat. The \^'hole adapted to the Cap^tics of 
Youth at School, as well ai oi private Geattemen. In Two 
Volumes. Reviled and correaed by S. Pstrici, LL.D. Editor 
of Aitifiuwth'i DiAionary, and HtAritMi'^ Lexiom. To which 
is pr^ed theLifeof Terehci, with Ibme Account of tlie 
Cramaiick Poetijr of the Ancients. 
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